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}[Christmas and is looking forward -
to a healthy, happy and prosperous New
Year. | am continuing to look forward to
the continued healthy growth of our
Chapter in 2015. We were out of town
for the December chapter meeting on a
but |

understand that Vice President Stephen

much-deserved short vacation,

Renouf performed admirably in chairing
the meeting and conducting the chapter
elections in my absence.

Compatriot Craig Miller was our
speaker in December, and he spoke on
James Ewell Brown “JEB” Stuart (1833-
1864), the Last Cavalier, who was the
eyes and ears of Robert E. Lee’s Army.

John Acton assisted in displaying the

Compatriot Craig Miller speaks on General J.E.B. Stuart

maps that Craig brought to the meeting,
and the talk was very informative, and
well received.
The
presented the slate of officers for 2015 —

nominating  committee
Don Gurley (President), Steve Renouf
(Vice-President / Secretary / Newsletter
Editor), Bill Rood (Treasurer), Don Gurley
(Registrar), Charles Doolin (Chaplain), Jeff
Brown (Sergeant-at-Arms), and Derek
Brown (Past President). All

elected

nominees

were unanimously. Various
individuals have also agreed to take on
committee positions, which are
appointed and not elected. These include
Jeff Brown (Eagle Scout Chairman), Don
Gurley (Youth Contests / Flag Chairman),
Stan Hazlak (Knight
Chairman), and myself as Medals &

With

Essay Contest

Awards Chairman. Steve
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Ludwiczak’s resignation as CASSAR
Youth Activities Chairman, | have
agreed to backfill behind him at the
state level — so hopefully we will see
additional youth participation within
the Thomas Jefferson Chapter.
Remember, it takes relatively little
time to administer each of the youth
programs we have in place, and
there are still other open positions —
membership chairman and historian,
among others. | would like to see
our members increase participation
in these various positions and
become more actively involved.
Please see me or any of the other
officers if you are interested.

We are looking forward to
seeing everyone on January 24, our
first luncheon meeting of 2015, and
the installation of officers by CASSAR
President Jim Faulkinbury at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord. Our
speaker will be Ryan Storz, a
professor of engineering at the

California Maritime  Academy.
Looking forward to seeing you on

the 24th!

— Derek Brown, President

Secretary’s Notes

Thomas Jefferson

he
TChapter had 23 members A

and guests at its December 6, 2014

election meeting at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord,
California. Vice President Stephen

Renouf called the meeting to order,

and introduced special guests:
Speaker Craig Miller and Wounded
Warrior Raymond LaRochelle; new
members Ryan Prindiville and James

Russell (and wife Nancy Russell),

applicants Howard Nemir and

Wayne Thomas, and prospective
The DAR

ladies introduced themselves.

member Mike Valentine.

Following lunch, Vice
President Renouf asked Compatriot
Kim Flint to introduce Wounded
Warrior Raymond LaRochelle, the
President of the Vietnam Veterans
of Diablo Valley.
described  his
Vietnam as a pilot, and getting shot

LaRochelle
experiences in

down. Compatriot Flint presented
the SAR Wounded Warrior Coin and
certificate to Raymond LaRochelle.
Registrar Don Gurley then inducted
new members Ryan Prindiville and
James Russell into the Sons of the
and Ralph
Dean pinned the SAR rosette on the

American Revolution,

new compatriots. Ryan Prindiville
descends from James Page (1745-
1797), a soldier in the Goochland

County Miilitia in Virginia. James

Russell descends from Bezaleel
Gates, Sr. (1726-1802) of East
Haddam, Connecticut, who
performed public service.

Vice  President  Renouf

introduced Compatriot Craig Miller,
who spoke on General JEB Stuart,
the last cavalier. Compatriot Miller
said that he had always been a
Union enthusiast, and spoke on his
ancestor’s connection with the USS
Monitor at a previous meeting.
When visiting the many battlefields
of the War Between the States in
the East, he kept seeing references
to JEB Stuart,
interested in learning about him. He

and he became
discovered that the famous
Confederate general was an

inventor, orator, and great

inspiration for the South. His cavalry

saved the day for Confederate
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forces on many  occasions.
Compatriot Miller imagined what it
would be like to be a new recruit in
JEB Stuart’s cavalry — seeing the
JEB Stuart, with long

boots, gauntlets, and a French sabre,

imposing

atop one of the best horses in
Virginia. He would tell his recruits a
good
cavalryman to gallop into battle, but

horse can allow the
a cavalryman should only trot away
from a battle — galloping away was
unbecoming.

“JEB”
Stuart was born in Virginia in 1833.

James Ewell Brown

He was homeschooled by his
attended
Wyethville at age 12, and entered

mother, school in
Emory and Henry College at age 15.
He was accepted to the US Military
Military
tradition was important in his family
— his
Alexander

Academy at West Point.

great grandfather,
Stuart,
regiment in the Revolutionary War,
and his father, Archibald Stuart,
fought in the War of 1812. He
graduated from West Point 13th in a
class of 46 in 1854. He was a great

Major
commanded a

horseman, and desperately wanted

to be assigned to the cavalry — he

VP Stephen Renouf, Wounded Warrior Raymond LaRochelle, and Kim Flint

would purposely get poor grades in
so he would be
While at
Point, he met the

other classes
assigned to the cavalry.
West
commandant — Robert E. Lee. Upon
graduation in 1854, he was sent as a
1st Lieutenant to Texas, and then to
Fort Riley, Kansas, where he spent 5
years. He married the daughter of
his boss, Philip St. George Cooke,
and had two children who died
before he left Kansas. He rose to
the rank of captain of cavalry, and
he invented a catch to release a
saber from its scabbard, which he
sold to the US Army for $5,000.
When John

attacked Harper’s Ferry,

Brown
Stuart
served as an aid to Robert E. Lee,

abolitionist

and he made a profound impression
on Lee. When his home state of
Virginia seceded from the United
States, JEB Stuart promptly resigned
his commission and returned home.
His wife gave birth to a son, who she
named Philip St. George Cooke
Stuart after her father, and JEB

changed his name to James Ewell

Brown Stuart, Jr. out of anger with
his  Virginian father-in-law  for
remaining in the US military.

JEB Stuart was
commissioned as a lieutenant
colonel of infantry in the
Confederate Army. General Robert
E. Lee assigned him to Colonel
Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson.
Jackson gave him command of the
1st Virginia Cavalry Regiment, and
he was quickly promoted to colonel.
JEB Stuart wrote to his former
commander, Robert E. Lee, and gave
him advice to fight now at an
advantage, rather than wait, and
In the
Peninsula Campaign, General Lee
sent JEB Stuart to
McClellan’s

weaknesses. He was pursued by his

fight at a disadvantage.

reconnoiter
Army to find

father-in-law Cooke, who was
always a day late and a dollar short.
Stuart
attack, and General Lee then drove
McClellan back to Washington, DC.
Stuart was

recommended immediate

promoted to major
general, and his unit was upgraded
to a Cavalry Division. He fought in
the Northern Virginia Campaign, the
Maryland Campaign, Fredericksburg
and Chancellorsville.  Stuart was
sent into Pennsylvania ahead of
Lee’s army, but he was late arriving
at Gettysburg, and was rebuked by
General Lee. Stuart attacked on East
Cavalry Field at the same time as
Pickett’s

repulsed

Charge, but he was

by Union forces.
Gettysburg was a disaster for the
Confederacy, and Stuart’s cavalry
covered the Confederate retreat
from Pennsylvania. In 1864, General
Philip Sheridan raided the Richmond
and Stuart was sent to

In the Battle of

area,
intercept him.

JANUARY 2015
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Yellow Tavern, the Union forces
retreated, and a dismounted Union
private turned and shot JEB Stuart,
mortally wounding him. Stuart was
sent to Richmond, where he died
the following day. His last words
were, “I am resigned; God’s will be
done.” JEB Stuart was buried in the
Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond,
Virginia. Union General Sedgwick
said, “Stuart is the greatest cavalry
officer ever foaled in North
America.”

Vice President Stephen
Renouf presented the SAR certificate
of appreciation to Craig Miller for his
presentation. Don Gurley, the
chairman of the chapter nominating
committee presented the slate of
officers for 2015: President Don
Gurley, Vice President/Secretary
Stephen Renouf, Treasurer William
Rood, Registrar Don  Gurley,
Chaplain Charles Doolin, Medals &
Awards Chairman Derek Brown,
Eagle Scout Chairman/Sergeant at
Arms Jeff Brown, Essay Contest
Chairman Stan Hazlak, CAR Liaison
Terry Stover, and Past President
Derek Brown. There were no

nominations from the floor, and the

elected

officers was

slate of
unanimously. The officers will be
sworn in at the January Meeting.
Vice  President  Renouf
suspended the regular meeting, and
convened a board of managers
meeting.  After some discussion
among the attendees, the chapter
board voted to raise the chapter
dues to $25 in 2016. The board of
then

adjourned, and the regular meeting

managers meeting was
reconvened.

Renouf
CASSAR
nominating committee, of which he

Vice President
announced that the

was a member, voted to nominate
Derek Brown as Vice President
North. The election will take place
at the April 2015 CASSAR Meeting at
the Wyndham Hotel in Irvine. He
announced that on Thursday the US
approved
Resolution 38 to confer honorary

Senate Senate Joint

citizenship on Spanish General
Bernardo de Galvez y Madrid. Once
it is signed by the president, it will
become effective.

There are only

Registrar Gurley inducts new members James Russell & Ryan Prindiville |

seven other honorary citizens:
Winston Churchill (1963), Raoul
Wallenburg (1981), W.illiam Penn
(1981), Hannah Callowhill Penn
(1984), Mother Teresa of Calcutta
(1996), Marquis de Lafayette (2002),
and Casimir Pulaski (2009). Vice
President Renouf announced that
the SAR was scheduling a trip to
Bermuda in August 2015 to honor
the 240th
Gunpowder Plot — on August 14,
1775,
gunpowder to the

anniversary of the
Bermudans delivered
American
Revolutionaries. Congress agreed to
exclude Bermuda from the trade
loyalist  British
colonies in exchange for securing

embargo  with

the 100 barrels of gunpowder stored
in the
Bermudans and Americans

at the British magazine
capital.
overcame the lone sentry and took
the gunpowder to whaling ships,
which
waiting American ships. The British

took the gunpowder to

governor dispatched a ship to
retrieve the gunpowder, but it was
no match for the three American
ships and aborted the mission. The
gunpowder was successfully
delivered to Charlestown and
Philadelphia.

announced that there are 113

Secretary Renouf

members of the chapter, and only
21 remain unpaid for 2015. Pat
Everette announced that she raise
$1,000 for 100 wreaths for the
Wreaths Across America event at
the Dixon National Cemetery in
December. The next meeting will be
held at the Old Spaghetti Factory on
January 24, 2015, and the guest
speaker will be Ryan Storz, a
professor of engineering, and a
potential member. Vice President

Renouf adjourned the meeting.
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS MEETING
Saturday, 24 January 2015

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA
-

R

Y
A

11:30AM—Pre~Meeting N
Social

= Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Ryan Storz: “What time is it? It’s Maritime.” Ryan Storz is a professor of engineering at
the California Maritime Academy in Vallejo, California.

CASSAR President Jim Faulkinbury will install the 2015 chapter officers. Come join us for a
great meeting!

Spaghette with CMashroom Sawce,
Sottuccine N lfredo, Ghicken Sammigiana, or LBaked Lasagna
20 per persorn

Deadline: 20 January 2015 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna
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President
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* Liberty concicte in the freedom to do everything
which injures no one elee; hence the exercice of the
natural righte of each man hae no limite except
thoce which accure to the other memberc of the
cociety the enjoyment of the came righte.”

— Marguic de Lafayelte

Visit us on the web:

TJSAR.ORG
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San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311




