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] hope you had the merriest of
Christmases ever. My New
Year’s wish for everyone is good health,
happiness, and prosperity. | wish to
thank you for your vote of confidence in
electing me as your Chapter President for
2015. Ishall do my utmost, with the help
of fellow officers and other members, to
maintain the level of proficiency
established by Derek Brown.

Our first luncheon of 2015 was
held at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Our State
President, Jim Faulkinbury from the
Chapter, installed the

following officers for 2015: President and

Concord on January 24.

Sacramento

Registrar Don Gurley; Vice President and
Secretary Steve Renouf; Treasurer Bill

Rood; Chaplain Charlie Doolin; and Past
President Derek Brown. Appointed were
Webmaster and Newsletter Editor Steve
Medals &  Awards/ROTC
Chairman Derek Brown; Eagle Scout

Renouf;

Scholarship Chairman and Sergeant-at-
Arms Jeff Brown; Knight Essay and
Oration Contest Chairman Stan Hazlak;
CAR  Liaison  Terry
Membership, Wounded Warrior, Poster
and Brochure Contest Chairman Don

Stover; and

Gurley.

We had a dynamic speaker, Ryan
Storz, Professor of Engineering at the
Maritime Academy in Vallejo and a
prospective member. Ryan talked about
studies of new derivations of energy
resources from huge sails attached to
naval ships and energy derived from
ocean waves.
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Donald H. Gurley, President
2921 Encina Camino
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3503
(925) 943-1960
Registrar@TJSAR.org

Stephen R. Renouf, Vice President
/Secretary/Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
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Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3325
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dandjbrown@yahoo.com
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1811 Canyon Drive
Pinole, CA 94564-2141
(925) 383-2678
Stan.hazlak@msn.com

Derek Brown, Past President
/Awards Chairman
5747 Amaranth Place
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The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.
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We owe a great debt of
gratitude to President Derek Brown
for his three years of service as
president, chairman of the medals &
awards committee, and chairman of
the ROTC
membership increased exponentially
Under his
excellent leadership, the Thomas

committee — our

during his presidency.

Jefferson Chapter won first place in
the Best in Chapter Contest for Best
Medium Large Chapter in all
In addition to

his many accomplishments in such a

categories for 2013.

short time, Derek has been selected
by the CASSAR
committee as recommended for the
position of CASSAR Vice President
North for 2015 and 2016. Also, we
want to thank President

nominating

Janet
Brown and her daughter-in-law Kat
Brown of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter Ladies Auxiliary for raising
money for the Chapter Youth
Programs through raffles.

We are beginning this year
with 9 new members who will be
inducted on February 28 at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord. A very
interesting program about the Cold
War with the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics will be presented
by Compatriot Hal Strunk, PhD, a
scholar of military history. Please
join us for an exciting and

informative luncheon.

— Don Gurley, President

Secretary’s Notes

The Thomas Jefferson /
Chapter had 30 members A
and guests at its January 24, 2015
officer installation meeting at the

Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord,

President Derek Brown
called the meeting to order, and
introduced special guests: CASSAR

California.

President Jim Faulkinbury,
speaker Ryan Storz,
Winner

guest
Eagle Scout
Kaleb Bateman (and his
parents Steve and Kaylyn Bateman),
Howard

new member Nemir,

applicant David Harberson, and
prospective member Jack Schwartz.
The DAR

themselves.

ladies introduced

Following lunch, President
Brown called upon Registrar Don
Gurley to induct new member
Howard Nemir into the Sons of the
American Revolution, and Derek
Brown pinned the SAR rosette on
the new compatriot. Howard Nemir
descends from Private Samuel Doty
(1756-1843), a soldier in the militia
in New York and Connecticut.
Samuel Doty descends from Edward
Doty, who came to America in 1620
on the Mayflower. Howard is a
retired teacher and school system
administrator from Alamo.
President Brown called upon Eagle
Scout Chairman Jeff Brown to

present the Eagle Scout Medal and a
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check for $100 to our chapter
winner, Kaleb Bateman.

President Brown introduced
Ryan Storz, an assistant professor of
facilities engineering technology at
California State University Maritime
Academy in Vallejo. Ryan became
interested in his heritage, and found
that he had Revolutionary War
ancestry, and he reached out to Don
Gurley for information on the Sons
of the American Revolution.

Ryan worked in power plant
operations and the gas industry for
11 years, when he was offered a
position at his alma mater in the
engineering department of the
California Maritime Academy. He
was involved in high school youth
ministry, and his long term goal was
being a professor, so he jumped at
the chance to work at the California
Maritime Academy. The university
wanted to hire a younger person to
lead the
department, not because he had

facilities  engineering

more experience, but because he

would be active at the university for
a long time, and provide continuity.
Ryan had the opportunity to
go on a World War Il cruise on the
hunter/
oceanographic research vessel. He

university’s  submarine

went to Alaska, the Aleutian Island

of Kiska, Vladivostok (Russia),
Mokpo (South Korea), Saipan,
Midway and Honolulu. This trip

sparked his interest in World War Il
and his family heritage. He had no
idea that the Japanese occupied
Attu and Kiska (Aleutian islands in
the then-Territory of Alaska). While
on Kiska, he said it looked like the
war had just ended. There was a
Japanese ship split in two in the bay
on the shoals. There were signs
warning of unexploded ordnance on
the beach, bomb craters, crashed
zeroes, and Japanese anti-aircraft
guns. He saw a tea set abandoned

and untouched since 1943, when

the Japanese fled. He paused to pay
respect for the lives lost there, and
said visiting was a humbling
experience. This was just one of the
many island battlefields in the vast
Pacific Theater of World War II.

Ryan noted that he has a
great interest in US history, and he
has the opportunity to be at the
academy and help shape new
engineers. He teaches practical
aspects of engineering, as well as
how we got to this point, and why
heritage is important. He recalled
the Japanese ship in Kiska harbor,
split open to reveal her engine
room. He saw the old steam boiler
technology, and compared it with
the steam and gas turbines he
worked with in his professional
career. He said it was important to
trace the progression from old to
new. Ryan is involved in the study
of alternative energy — to help
reduce the university’s energy bills.
Looking backwards, sails were a very

environmentally friendly technology.

FEBRUARY 2015

Page 3



A current application for this old
technology is mounting sails on
modern ships while at sea to help
reduce fuel usage by 20%. It is ironic
that the old sail technology that
opened up the globe to world travel,
that we had progressed past, is now
being looked at with fresh eyes to
help provide power for the future.
Ryan is also looking at tidal energy —
he said there is a constant 6 knot
through  the
Carquinez Strait all day long which
could be tapped to provide power.
He said it is not only important to be

current  flowing

on the cutting edge, but it is also
important to be aware of old
technology that can be molded for
future use.

Ryan had the opportunity to
take a detailed engineering tour the
battleship USS lowa (BB-61) while it
was in the moth ball fleet. He noted
the 17-inch steel around the central
command structure. The technology
to fabricate this has been lost, and
while he was there, there were PhDs
studying it to determine how it was
made. He said knowing the past
helps us grow. As a professor, he is
a direct link to future engineers, and
he tries to get them interested in
history and the progression of
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technology.
Ryan learned from his two
grandfathers about their

experiences in the Air Force and
Army during World War I, who both
visited Eareckson Air Station on
the Aleutian
On his
father’s side, the family has been

Shemya Island in

Archipelago near Attu.

traced back to the Christian wars in
Germany in the early 1600’s. He
inherited all his family history
records, and found out that several
relatives were members of the DAR.
Both his grandmothers’ lines go back
to the Revolutionary War. We look
forward to one day welcoming Ryan
into the SAR.
Following Ryan’s very
interesting talk, President Brown
presented chapter awards. Registrar
Don Gurley was presented with an
SAR Certificate of Appreciation and
an SAR 125th Anniversary Medal for
his tremendous work bringing in 99
members to the chapter. Treasurer
Bill Rood was presented with the
Medal

Service, the highest medal that can

Chapter of Distinguished

be presented by the chapter, for his

| Eagle Scout Kaleb Bateman, Kaylyn and Steve Bateman, and Don Gurley |

years of dedicated service to the
chapter. Vice President/Secretary
Stephen Renouf, Chaplain/Historian
Charles Doolin, and Eagle Scout
Chairman Jeff Brown were all
presented with SAR Certificates of
Appreciation and an SAR 125th
Anniversary key fob for their service
to the chapter. Janet Brown and Kat
Brown of the chapter ladies auxiliary
were presented with flowers for
their dedicated

chapter raising funds for the youth

service to the

President Brown
presented Don Gurley with an oak
leaf cluster for his SAR Liberty Medal
— representing another 10 new
members brought into the chapter.
CASSAR President  Jim
Faulkinbury then installed the 2015
officers of the Thomas Jefferson

contest prizes.

Chapter, and handed the gavel to
incoming President Don Gurley. Don
presented the  past
president
President Faulkinbury noted this is
the fourth installation of officers he

chapter
pin to Derek Brown.

has performed this month.

Derek Brown announced
that the CASSAR Annual Meeting will
be held in April in Irvine, California,
at the Wyndham Hotel. The 125th
SAR Annual Congress will be held in
Louisville, Kentucky — and it will be a
great opportunity to visit the SAR
Headquarters and see the new SAR
Library and future SAR Museum. Ed
Fulwider announced he will be
attending the 70th Anniversary of
Iwo Jima. The next meeting will be
held at the Old Spaghetti Factory on
February 28, 2015.
speaker will

The guest
be Compatriot Hal
Strunk, who will speak on the Cold
War, which is a very timely topic.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary
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CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION FOR JANET BROWN & KAT BROWN
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, 28 February 2015

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

11:30AM—Pre~Meeting Ay = Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Social

Captain Harold K. Strunk (USN-Ret.): “The Cold War: What it Was, When it Was, and What
it Was All About.” Compatriot Hal Strunk will give us a history of the Cold War. This is
especially timely as Vladimir Putin seems intent on rebuilding the Soviet Union and

restarting the Cold War. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Maushroom Saace
Soltuccine N fredo, Gicken SPawmigiana, ov Baked Lasagna
20 per person

Deadline: 24 February 2015 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month
* Qtrength ie the moet pereuacive argument
we have to convince our advercaries to

o o negotiate cerioucly and to ceace bullying

other natione.”
— Procident Ronald Reagan, 1956

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Donald H. Gurley

President
Visit us on the web:

Stephen R. Renouf TJSAR.ORG

Secretary

William Rood
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