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H ope you had a blessed Holy 

week and Easter celebration 

of our risen Lord.   

There were 17 members and 15 

guests attending the March luncheon of 

delicious food, wonderful camaraderie, 

and great conversation.  How exciting it 

was to witness the presentation by Past 

President Derek Brown presenting the 

SAR Medal of Heroism to Life Scout Jack 

Farrell, with his parents, Mike and Susan 

Farrell, in attendance. 

Our next regular meeting will be 

April 25 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord.  Our speaker will be 93-year-

old, John Cardinalli, who recently 

published a book recalling his experiences 

as an OSS officer during World War II.  

The book is entitled 65 Years of Secrecy.  

Also, Compatriot Stan Hazlak, Knight 

Essay Contest chairman, will present a 

cash award to our 1st place chapter 

winner, Mike Yun, who will hopefully 

read his winning essay entitled, 

“Common Sense.” 

Derek and Janet Brown, Steve 

and Joy Renouf, and I are planning to 

attend the CASSAR Annual Meeting on 

April 17 and 18 at the Windham Irvine 

Hotel, hosted by the Orange County 

Chapter.  Derek and I were elected as 

delegates from our chapter at the March 

meeting. 

I hope you will show your support 

and appreciation by joining us for a most 

exciting chapter luncheon in April. 

  — Don Gurley, President 

President’s Notes 
Derek Brown, Jack Farrell, Susan Farrell & Mike Farrell 



 pulled him from the water, Nick 

started breathing and coughing.  

Jack and the other Scouts treated 

Nick for bleeding and shock until the 

EMS personnel arrived, and airlifted 

him to the hospital.  Jack Farrell said 

he was humbled to receive the 

heroism award from the SAR.  

 President Gurley announced 

the April Meeting will be held at the 

Old Spaghetti Factory, and we will 

be presenting the winner of the 

Chapter Essay Contest, Mike Yun, 

who wrote an essay on “Common 

Sense.”  Our guest speaker will be 

John Cardinalli, who is the author of 

the book 65 Years of Secrecy: A 

Personal Story of an OSS Agent 

During World War II.  John was 

referred to us by Compatriot Ryan 

Prindiville.   The May Meeting will 

feature speaker Leslie A. Pfeifer, 

who will speak on her experiences 

as a stewardess with the Flying 

Tigers during the Vietnam War.   

 Vice President General 

Renouf announced that SAR 

President General Lindsey Brock had 

challenged chapters and societies to 

submit patriot biographies of less 

than 500 words to be used on the 

SAR online patriot index.  Chapters 

and societies that submit a number 

of biographies greater than 20% of 

their membership will receive a 

streamer for their flag.  Stephen 

Renouf and Frederic Barnes had 

submitted a total of 14 biographies, 

so we only need 7 more to reach 

20%.  VPG Renouf encouraged all 

chapter compatriots to submit 

biographies to him, or directly to 

NSSAR.  VPG Renouf announced that 

John Dodd, Kent Gregory and he had 

recently gone to Orange County and 

San Diego to locate a hotel for the 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 32 members 

and guests at its March 28, 2015 

meeting at the Old Spaghetti Factory 

in Concord, California.  President 

Don Gurley called the meeting to 

order, and introduced Vice President 

General Stephen Renouf, former 

Vice President General Bob Ebert; 

SAR Heroism Medal awardee Jack 

Farrell (and his parents Mike and 

Susan Farrell), and other guests.  The 

DAR ladies introduced themselves – 

Pat Everette (Anne Loucks Chapter), 

Janet Brown, and Kat Brown (At 

Large Members). 

 Following lunch, President 

Gurley called upon Awards 

Chairman Derek Brown to present 

the SAR Medal of Heroism to Life 

Scout Jack Farrell.  On June 27, 2014, 

Jack (then aged 16) was swimming 

with Boy Scout Troop 202 at Camp 

Wolfeboro in Arnold, California.  

They were on the North Fork of the 

Stanislaus River at the Lower Falls.  

Another Boy Scout, Nick Sun, 

attempted to jump into the water 

from a rock outcropping, but slipped 

and hit his head on the way down.  

When he did not emerge from the 

water, Jack dove in the river to find 

him.  The area where he fell was 

near the falls, and the agitated 

water was difficult to see through.  

Jack dove three times to a depth of 

about 12 feet before he finally found 

Nick lying motionless on the bottom.  

He was unconscious and not 

breathing, with a large laceration on 

the side of his head.  Once Jack 
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2019 Annual SAR Congress that will 

be held in Southern California.  He 

also noted that the SAR will have a 

Cruise to Florida and the Bahamas in 

May to honor the last naval battle of 

the Revolutionary War and the first 

amphibious landing of the Marines 

in a foreign country.  He mentioned 

the 2015 Annual SAR Congress will 

be held in Louisville at the Galt 

House, just down the street from 

the new SAR headquarters and 

library building.  On April 17-18, the 

California Society will be holding its 

annual meeting in Irvine, California 

at the Wyndham Irvine Hotel. 

 The Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter elected President Don 

Gurley and Past President Derek 

Brown to be chapter delegates to 

the Annual CASSAR Meeting in 

Irvine.  They will represent the 

chapter at the annual meeting.  

Stephen Renouf will be attending as 

a state/national officer.  Don Gurley 

donated a San Francisco Symphony / 

Davies Hall water globe to the 

chapter ladies auxiliary, who will be 

donating it for the CASSAR Ladies 

Auxiliary raffle at the Annual 

Meeting in Irvine. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

W e have two new chapter 

compatriots from the state 

of Florida.  Luis F. Echenique of 

Miami and his nephew Frank S. 

Bernardino of Tallahassee recently 

joined the SAR.  Frank’s mother, 

Antonieta Echenique Bernardino, 

had previously joined the Daughters 

of the American Revolution, and 

provided the information for the 

SAR application.   

 They both descend from 

Ubaldo de Coca was among 

those who stayed behind as part of 

the Cuban militia that volunteered 

under the command of Bernardo de 

Gálvez, who served as Spanish 

governor of Louisiana and Cuba, and 

later as Viceroy of New Spain.  

Ubaldo was a captain in the 

Volunteer Overseas Infantry 

Regiment of Louisiana.  Gálvez aided 

the United States in their quest for 

independence, and led his forces 

against Britain during the 

Revolutionary War, defeating them 

on the Mississippi River, and on the 

Gulf Coast (Mobile and Pensacola). 

After his volunteer service, 

Ubaldo de Coca returned to Cuba 

and resumed his military duties at 

the Plaza of Havana.  He married 

Juana Gutiérrez de Bocanegra y 

Zayas-Bazán, born in Portobelo, 

Panamá, daughter of Coronel 

Bernardo Gutiérrez de Bocanegra y 

Xirón and María Ambrosia de Zayas 

Bazán y Frómesta.  Ubaldo and 

Juana had three children: Diego, 

Catalina and María Dolores.  Ubaldo 

de Coca retired in December 1785 

after 25 years of service and died in 

Havana, Cuba after 1811.  

Ubaldo de Coca y Aguilar de 

Arteaga, who was born in Havana, 

Cuba, on February 6, 1744.  He 

started his military career in Havana 

at 19 years of age, in a Spanish 

militia regiment formed by young 

men from local aristocratic creole 

families.  A short time after enlisting, 

Ubaldo participated in the defense 

of Havana during the British siege 

from March through August 1762 as 

part of the Seven Years’ War.  In 

Cuba, he quickly advanced to sub 

lieutenant in 1763, and to grenadier 

in 1768.  

In August 1769, Ubaldo was 

deployed to New Orleans under the 

command of Don Alejandro O´Reilly, 

who had been appointed Governor 

and Captain-General of Spanish 

Louisiana in April 1769. Don 

Alejandro put down a French Creole 

revolt against the Spanish in the 

Louisiana Territory (recently ceded 

by France to Spain).  After 

accomplishing his mission, O´Reilly 

left Louisiana, and sent most of his 

troops back to Cuba.  

Luis Echenique 

New Compatriots 

Frank Bernardino 



National Leadership Meeting 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Gary Jensen, Ray Raser, Jim Faulkinbury, John Dodd, Stephen Renouf, Sam Powell, Kent Gregory & Jim Fosdyck 

Jim Fosdyck, Gary Jensen, John Dodd, Derek Brown, Jim Faulkinbury, Dave Gilliard, Ray Raser, Kent Gregory & Tom Adams 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

APRIL 2015 

Deadline: 21 April 2015 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 25 April 2015 

 

Programme:  

John Cardinalli.  The author of 65 Years of Secrecy: A Personal Story of an OSS Agent During 
World War II, 93-year-old John Cardinalli will recall his experiences as an OSS officer.  He 
was sworn to secrecy for many decades after the war.  He will give us a first-hand account 
of World War II.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“There is a threat posed to human freedom by the 
enormous power of the modern state.  History teaches 
the dangers of government that overreaches – political 
control taking precedence over free economic growth, 
secret police, mindless bureaucracy, all combining to 
stifle individual excellence and personal freedom.” 

  — President Ronald Reagan, 1982 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  http://www.tjsar.org/minman.htm 


