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I  hope you had a great Mother’s 

Day celebration.   

Having attended the 140th 

California State Convention, I am honored 

to report that Derek Brown was elected 

as Vice-President North and Director of 

the Youth Activities for our state society.  

Also, Derek’s wife, Janet, was elected 

State Historian for the CASSAR Ladies 

Auxiliary.  Our chapter won two coveted 

awards in the Best Chapter Contest: Most 

New Members/Supplementals and Most 

CASSAR Programs.  

In April, there were 18 members 

and 12 guests attending our luncheon of 

socializing, and sharing experiences, 

presentations and good food.  

Compatriot Stan Hazlak presented a 

certificate and medal to Max Yun, our 1st 

place winner in the Chapter Knight Essay 

contest, along with a check for $100.00 

from the chapter.  We had three 

contestants this year, and hope to have 

more next year.  Our hope is that we 

have participation in all the youth 

programs, such as the poster contest for 

5th graders, brochure contest for 8th 

graders, essay contest for 9th through 

12th graders, and oration for high school 

students, etc.  Also, as Awards and 

Medals Chairman, Derek Brown 

presented Hal Strunk with the SAR War 

Service Medal for his service in the Navy.   

Our next regular meeting will be 

May 30, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord.  Our speaker will be Leslie 

Pfeifer, whose presentation is entitled 

“Flying Tigers,” which is about the 
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 Stan Hazlak to present the SAR 

Knight Essay Contest Medal to 

chapter winner Max Yun.  Max read 

his winning essay, ’Tis Time to Part, 

about Thomas Paine’s pamphlet, 

Common Sense, and the part it 

played in convincing Americans to 

sever their connection with Great 

Britain. 

President Gurley called upon 

Historian Ryan Prindiville to 

introduce guest speaker John 

Cardinalli, Sr.  Ryan said he was a 

family friend and heard stories over 

the years about John’s exploits as an 

agent of the Office of Strategic 

Services (OSS) during World War II. 

He said John was a Californian, born 

in Pittsburg in 1921.  John Cardinalli 

said the OSS was founded in 1942, 

and was the precursor of the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA).  There was 

a battle between J. Edgar Hoover of 

the FBI and General William “Wild 

Bill” Donovan to be the director of 

the OSS.  Donovan was a military 

man, and Hoover was a politician, so 

President Roosevelt selected 

experiences of attendants on the 

flights to and from the war zones 

from World War I through Vietnam.  

I hope you will show your support 

and appreciation by joining us for a 

most exciting luncheon. 

  — Don Gurley, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 32 members 

and guests at its April 25, 2015 

meeting at the Old Spaghetti Factory 

in Concord, California.  President 

Don Gurley called the meeting to 

order, and introduced Vice President 

General Stephen Renouf, former 

Vice President General Bob Ebert; 

Chapter Essay Contest Winner Max 

Yun (and his parents Wenbing and 

Ann Yun), and guest speaker John 

Cardinalli, Sr. (and son John Jr. and 

grandniece Angela Swantkowski).   

Following lunch, President 

Gurley called upon Essay Chairman 
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Donovan to be the first director of 

the OSS.   

John was drafted into the US 

Army, and trained at the Monterey 

Presidio for 13 weeks in radio 

operation and Morse code.  He was 

then sent to UC Davis to the signal 

corps school for a few weeks.  He 

then was sent to Camp Butner, 

North Carolina, and he served as an 

umpire for war games between the 

red and blue army.  While there, he 

saw an advertisement – WANTED, 

Volunteers for OSS Organization, 

Hazardous Duty, Need to Know 

Radio Code and Speak a Second 

Language.  John signed up, and soon 

received his orders to report to 

Washington, DC.  The US hired 

William Fairbairn from the UK to 

teach the new agents how to defend 

themselves with knives and any 

objects at hand.  During training, 

Fairbairn cut John’s hand, and he 

pulled a bandage from his pocket 

and wrapped John’s wounded hand.  

That was the safe house, with a false 

floor covered with hay.  They 

continued from windmill to windmill 

until they reached the headquarters 

of the Dutchman.  One of the 

Dutchman’s men kept asking 

probing questions, and there was a 

history of compromised operations.  

The Dutchman figured out that he 

was a Nazi agent, and John noticed 

he disappeared.  He asked what 

happened to him, and was told the 

Dutchman slit his throat.  The 

missions were successful after that.  

John made it to the outskirts of 

Berlin, and gathered information for 

the Allies.   

John was sent on a second 

mission across the Rhine to collect 

information about the Remagen 

Bridge.  He took a female agent with 

him, a Polish woman named Katja.  

They hid near a main road and got 

the lay of the land.  She was given a 

bicycle and pretended to have a 

problem with the bike.  She blended 

in with other people bicycling to 

work.  She set herself up in an 

apartment, and radioed John that 

she was set to begin.  She began her 

radio call with Morse code for “i” “i” 

to let John know she was not 

transmitting under duress.  She 

shacked up with a German major, 

and radioed John with information 

on troops, tanks and equipment 

near the Remagen Bridge.  The Allies 

stormed the bridge, and she told 

them she was an OSS agent, and 

they returned her to the OSS.  

General Patton requested an agent, 

and John sent him Katja.  However, 

she caused disruption in the Army 

by getting caught making out with a 

soldier.  Patton returned her to the 

OSS.  Katja was released from the 

John was also trained to not give 

himself away as an American agent, 

by doing American-specific things, 

like switching the fork to the right 

hand after cutting food, or smoking 

cigarettes in the American fashion.  

German agents were trained to look 

for these American habits to 

uncover American agents.  When 

John left for duty in Europe, 

Fairbairn presented him with the 

knife that had previously cut his 

hand.  When he arrived in London, 

John (code named “Abner”) had 

nine agents working for him.  He 

said if an agent failed a mission, they 

were out.  John was sent across the 

Rhine River to make contact with a 

member of the Dutch underground, 

code named the “Dutchman.” He 

made contact, and the Dutchman 

took him though windmills, and 

finally to one with a broken blade.  

John Jr., Angie Swantkowski, John Cardinalli, Sr. & Don Gurley 



OSS, and paid $3,000 for her 

services.  John found out she and 

her driver were later killed by a land 

mine.   

When the war in Europe 

ended, John returned to 

Washington, DC.  He found out he 

was going to be sent to the China-

Burma-India theater, and decided he 

would resign rather than be sent 

there.  They tried to keep him by 

to John Cardinalli for his historical 

presentation. 

President Gurley presented 

the SAR War Service Medal to 

Compatriot Hal Strunk.  President 

Gurley announced the May Meeting 

will be held at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory.  Vice President General 

Renouf again announced that 

President General Lindsey Brock had 

challenged chapters and societies to 

submit patriot biographies of less 

than 500 words to be used on the 

SAR online patriot index.  Chapters 

and societies that submit a number 

of biographies greater than 20% of 

their membership will receive a 

streamer for their flag.  He 

encouraged all chapter compatriots 

to submit biographies to him, or 

directly to NSSAR.  President Gurley 

asked for suggestions for future 

speakers.  President Don Gurley, 

Vice President Renouf, and Past 

President Derek Brown attended the 

Annual CASSAR Meeting in Irvine 

earlier in April.   

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

P olice Chief Mark Nagel of the 

Orinda Police Department 

recognized and congratulated 

Orinda Reserve Officer Derek Brown 

for 25 years of service with the 

Contra Costa Sheriff’s Office.  Of 

those 25 years, 20 years have been 

with the Orinda Police Department.  

Every week Derek comes to the 

Orinda Police Department, puts on 

his uniform, and provides excellent 

service to the Orinda community.  

Derek was recognized in front of the 

City Council on April 7, 2015, where 

he received his 25 year recognition 

pin.  Congratulations! 

offering him a job in Washington 

being responsible for sending files to 

the Nuremburg War Crimes 

Tribunal.  He did that for a while, 

and finally decided to get out, and 

Donovan signed his discharge 

papers.  President Gurley presented 

the SAR Certificate of Appreciation 

Compatriot Notes 



California Society Meeting 
Irvine, California 

PG MAGERKURTH, PG BROCK, VPG RENOUF & CHANCELLOR GENERAL DODD 

JANET & DEREK BROWN, AND DON GURLEY AT THE YOUTH AWARDS LUNCHEON 



THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER WINS AWARDS IN THE BEST CHAPTER CONTEST 

STEPHEN RENOUF PRESENTED WITH SILVER ROGER SHERMAN MEDAL 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

MAY 2015 

Deadline: 26 May 2015 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 30 May 2015 

 

Programme:  

Leslie Pfeifer.  “The Flying Tigers” - flight attendants on the Flying Tiger Lines.  Leslie Pfeifer 
will discuss dropping out of college to become a flight attendant on military transport 
charters in 1967.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON  

CHAPTER 
  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“We have every opportunity and every encouragement before us, to 
form the noblest, purest constitution on the face of the earth.  We 
have it in our power to begin the world over again.  A situation, 
similar to the present, hath not happened since the days of Noah 
until now.  The birthday of a new world is at hand, and a race of 
men, perhaps as numerous as all Europe contains, are to receive 
their portion of freedom from the events of a few months.” 

  — Thomas Paine, Common Sense. 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  http://www.tjsar.org/minman.htm 


