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President’s Notes

Hope you had a great summer
vacation. Our May 30
There
were 16 members and 11 guests who

Luncheon was a great success.

attended this luncheon full of socializing,
presentations and good food.

It was a great honor to present
our chapter first place winner in the SAR
Brochure Contest, Olivia Ortiz, with a
certificate, $50.00 check, and a ribbon
with a medallion from the State Society
for Honorable Mention.

The California delegation to the
SAR National Congress in Louisville was
well represented by Thomas Jefferson
Chapter members and their wives: Derek
and Janet Brown, Steve and Joy Renouf,
and Pat and Oliver Everette.

Guest Speaker Leslie Pfeifer & the Flying Tigers

Our next luncheon is September
26 at the OIld Spaghetti Factory in
Our speaker will be WWII
Veteran Donald Thompson, who was a
POW in the Philippines. There will be at
least two new inductees and hopefully,

Concord.

some members whose supplemental
applications have been approved will be
recognized. New applications are taking
a minimum of 2 months and
supplementals a minimum of 3 months to
be processed by National.

Derek and Janet, Steve and Joy,
and | shall be representing the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter at the 140th CASSAR
Board of Managers Meeting in Riverside
on November 6-7 at the world famous
Mission Inn Hotel.

— Don Gurley, President
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The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.
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Secretary’s Notes

The Thomas Jefferson
Chapter had 27 members A
and guests at its May 30, 2015
meeting at the Old Spaghetti Factory
in Concord, California. President
Don Gurley called the meeting to
order, and introduced Vice President
General Stephen Renouf, former
Vice President General Bob Ebert,
CASSAR Vice President North Derek
Brown, Chapter Brochure Contest
Winner Olivia Ortiz (and her parents
Fernando and Julie), and guest
speaker Leslie Pfeifer.

Following lunch, President
Gurley presented the SAR Brochure
Contest Medal and $50 to chapter
winner Olivia Ortiz.  Olivia then
discussed her brochure.

President Gurley introduced
guest speaker Leslie Pfeifer, who

discussed the Flying Tigers. Before

the United States entered World
War Il'in 1941, American Army, Navy
and Marine pilots volunteered to
help China in repulsing the Japanese
They formed the 1st
American Volunteer Group (1st AVG)
of the Chinese Air Force in 1941-
1942, better known as the “Flying
Their
distinctive shark face on the nose,

invasion.

Tigers.” planes had a
and they were commanded by Claire

Chennault. Chennault was an
advisor to Chinese Leader Chiang Kai
-shek — but since neither spoke the
other’s language, Madam Chiang
(Soong Mei-ling) acted as translator.
When the Japanese invaded the
eastern seaboard of China, Chiang
asked Claire Chennault to go to
Washington to get help from the US
— especially planes and pilots. The
US was neutral at that time, but
Roosevelt
The

volunteer pilots were sent to British

President Franklin

approved clandestine aid.

Burma for training by Claire

Chennault, whom they called the

President Gurley and Brochure Contest Winner Olivia Ortiz
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“Old Man.” They had
squadrons of 60 planes — mostly the
Curtis P-40 Warhawk. These planes
were not very maneuverable, so

three

Chennault developed the tactic of
diving attacks. Although they were
outnumbered by the Japanese, they
destroyed almost 300 enemy planes,
mostly in the air, and only suffered
14 pilots killed in action, 2 killed on
the ground, and 6 were killed in
accidents. Following the US entry
into World War Il, in 1942, the Flying
Tigers were inducted into the US
Corps,
became the Commander of the

Army Air and Chennault
Army Air Corps in China.

Leslie showed us a “blood
chit,” which was a notice carried by
the pilots depicting a Chinese Flag,
with text
stating, “This foreign person has

in Chinese characters

come to China to help in the war
effort. Soldiers and civilians, one
and all, should rescue and protect
him.” The Chinese often risked their
lives to help pilots who were shot
down. To be an “ace,” a pilot had to
shoot down 5 enemy planes. The

first ace of the Flying Tigers (and the
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only one to make ace in a single day)
was Robert “Duke” Hedman, who
flew into a Japanese formation, and
shot down 5 zeros in 15 minutes
over Rangoon, Burma on Christmas
Day in 1941.

Following the war,
ace Robert W.
founded the Flying Tigers Line in
1945.
cargo airline in the US.

Flying
Tigers Prescott
It was the first scheduled
Prescott

C-93
freighter planes from the US Navy.

purchased war-surplus
In December 1946, they received
their first military contract to fly
supplies to the US occupation forces
in Japan. During the Korean War,
the Flying Tigers Line transported
troops and supplies from the US to
Asia. In the late 1950’s, they carried
Korean infants to their adoptive
In the 1960’s,
they used Boeing 707s and Douglas
DC-8s.

During the Viet Nam War,

they were contracted by the military

parents in the US.

for troop transport — flying from
bases in the US, over the pole to
Japan, Okinawa, the Philippines and
Viet Nam.
Tigers Line at this time. There were
8 flight attendants on the flights
taking young recruits off to war. It

Leslie joined the Flying

was dangerous landing in Viet Nam,
and they were supposed to land at
night with the plane’s lights blacked
out. Sometimes they were on the
ground when the base came under
attack.
scared, they were just doing their

Leslie said they were not

job. Sometimes they were allowed
to go to the beaches at Cam Ranh
Bay, and Leslie said it was a stark

contrast to the war zone. On one
flight, an eighteen year old soldier
She did not

want to take his rosary, but he was

gave Leslie a rosary.
insistent, so she took it. Leslie
corresponded to the soldier a few
times, but then he stopped writing —
so she assumes he did not make it.
She said the flight attendants had to
take the weapons from the soldiers
and keep them in the cockpit. The
flight attendants tried to engage the
soldiers in conversation to lighten
their mood. They were the last US
civilians they saw before entering
the war zone, and for the survivors,
the first US civilians they saw on
their return home.

Leslie said the soldiers were
quiet and somber when returning to
the US. After they left Asia, they
would feel more comfortable, and a
huge cheer would go up when they
arrived in the US. They would often
kiss the ground when they returned
home. When the soldiers returned
home, instead of a thank you from
their country, they faced protests
and  demonstrations. Leslie
developed a deep respect for all
veterans, and their reception was
galling to her.

In 1975, the Flying Tiger
Lines participated in the hurried
evacuation of Saigon during the fall
of South Viet Nam to the Communist
North. In the 1980’s, they flew relief
supplies to Poland during the period
of martial law. They also flew relief
supplies to Ethiopia during the
famine.

Leslie met a former Flying
Tigers pilot who spent 6 years and 3
months in the notorious “Hanoi
Hilton” during the Viet Nam War.
His plane was shot down over North
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Viet Nam, and he was attacked by
North Vietnamese civilians and
captured. The prisoners of war were
tortured, and spent time in solitary
confinement. They developed a tap
code to communicate with each
other. The prisoners of war were
given a needle and thread to mend
their clothes, and they would make
US flags to salute. If they were
caught with a flag, they were
tortured, and the flag was
destroyed. They would then start
the process all over again and make
a new flag.

If a flight attendant gained
weight, she was grounded until she
lost the extra weight. Leslie met her
husband while serving with the
Flying Tiger Lines, and once she was
married, she lost her job — the flight
attendants were required to be
single. Her husband was in the
Navy, and she went back to school
and got her degree. President
Gurley presented Leslie Pfeifer with
the SAR Certificate of Appreciation
for her interesting talk.

CASSAR

North Derek Brown

Vice  President
asked for
volunteers to help with chapter
functions — as officers and as
committee chairmen. Many chapter
officers have been serving for many
years — it is important to get new
volunteers to revitalize the chapter.
Vice President General Stephen
Renouf reported on the SAR cruise
to the Bahamas, where the SAR
honored the Battle of Nassau in
1776, the seizing of the gunpowder,
and the first amphibious landing of
the US Marines on foreign soil.
President Don Gurley adjourned the
meeting.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

SAR Cruise Trip

P resident General Lindsey Cook
Brock led the SAR trip to the

Bahamas to honor the first foreign
amphibious landing of the US
Marines in 1776.
Society was represented by Vice

The California

President General Stephen Renouf,
and CASSAR Trustee Jim
Faulkinbury. On Friday, May 15,
2015, we boarded the
Caribbean Grandeur of the Seas in

Royal

Baltimore Harbor, and set sail in the
afternoon. As we left Baltimore
Harbor, we sailed past historic Fort
McHenry, which just celebrated the
British
resulted in

bicentennial of  the
that
Francis Scott Key’s Star Spangled

bombardment

Banner, our beloved national
anthem.

On Saturday morning, May
16, President General Lindsey Brock
held a meeting in the conference

room. He discussed our upcoming

plans for the trip, and several
members discussed the
Revolutionary War in  North

Carolina, Georgia and Kentucky.

On Sunday morning, May
17, the Port
Canaveral, Florida. Following lunch,
the SAR group disembarked the ship
and were bused to the Brevard

ship arrived at

County Military Museum, where we
had a wreath laying ceremony at the
SAR Marker honoring the Last Naval
Battle of the Revolutionary War. PG
Brock’s son, Lindsey C. Brock Il, gave
a stirring rendition of the dramatic
events of March 10, 1783, when
Captain John Barry of the USS

Alliance defeated the British warship
HMS Sybil off Cape Canaveral.

On Monday, May 18, the
ship arrived at Nassau (the capital
city of the Bahamas) on New
Providence Island. We had a driving
tour of Nassau., which ended at Fort
Montagu, the oldest and smallest
fortification on the island. We were
met there by dignitaries from the
Bahamas for a ceremony honoring
the first amphibious landing of the
U.S. Marines on foreign soil in 1776.
Dr. Keith Tinker,
Antiquities, Monuments & Museum
(AMMC),
overview of the significance of the

a Director of

Corp presented an
Battle of Nassau, which occurred on
March 3-4, 1776. The purpose of
the attack by U.S. Marines was to
secure the gunpowder stored there
by Lord Dunmore, Royal Governor of
Virginia, to keep it out of the hands
of the rebels. President General
Brock placed a wreath at Fort
Montagu to commemorate the
occasion, followed by a cannon
firing by three Bahamian men in
period uniforms. Following the

ceremony, our Bahamian hosts
treated us to a buffet under another
tent.

On Thursday, May 21, we
spent another sea day on the ship.
The SAR held another meeting in the
PG David
Sympson spoke about the ships from
the Last Battle of the
Revolution. He discussed acquiring
the  third
commission for a sea captain, for the
Cabot. PG Ed Butler spoke about the

Spanish

conference room.

Naval

known  Continental

contribution to the

American Revolution.
On Friday,

returned to Baltimore Harbor.

May 22, we
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SAR MEETING ON CRUISE SHIP, LED BY PRESIDENT GENERAL LINDSEY BROCK
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PG BROCK PRESENTED SAR WREATH AT FORT MONTAGU, NASSAU, BAHAMAS
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VP GENERAL STEPHEN RENOUF, PG LINDSEY BROCK, & SAR AMBASSADOR TO BAHAMAS DICK BRYANT
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CASSAR LADIES AUXILIARYAT THE 125TH ANNUAL SAR CONGRESS IN LOUISVILLE KENTUCKY
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CALIFORNIA SOCIETY AT THE KENTUCKY DERBY MUSEUM
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DEREK BROWN & STEPHEN RENOUF GUEST SPEAKER MITCH McCONNELL & UN HUI FOSDYCK
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, 26 September 2015

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

NR 7, “e o\l x;\\ %
11:30AM—Pre~Meeting E‘?: tspa%“‘e g ) - Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social ; \ fact®'’

Don Thompson, Past Commander of the Bay Area Civilian Ex-Prisoners of War Chapter of
American Ex-Prisoners of War. Don Thompson was a prisoner in the Japanese
Concentration Camp at Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines, from 1942-1945. This camp was
for civilians from the US and allied nations. He will discuss his experiences in the camp, and

the US soldiers who rescued him. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Maushroom Saace
Soltuccine N fredo, Gicken SPawmigiana, ov Baked Lasagna
20 per person

Deadline: 22 September 2015 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna
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* Today the gune are cilent. A great tragedy hac ended. A great
victory hag been won . . . Ac [ look back upon the long, tortuous
trail from thogce grim daye of Bataan and Corregidor, when an
entite world lived in fear, when democracy wac on the defengive

THOMAS JEFFERSON

CHAPTER overywhere, when modern civilization trembled in the balance, |
thank a metciful God that he hag given ue the faith, the courage
and the power from which to mold victory. . . We must go forward

to pregerve in peace what we won in war.”
THOMAS JEFFERSON — General Douglae MacArthur, September 2, 194.5.

CHAPTER

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Donald H. Gurley

President
Visit us on the web:

Stephen R. Renouf TJSAR.ORG

Secretary

William Rood
Treasurer

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter

MINUTEMAN

Stephen R. Renouf, Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311




