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§N7e had a very enjoyable
luncheon on September 26.
There were 12 members and 7 guests

who attended this
socializing, presentations and good food.

luncheon full of

There were 12 of our regular members
who were away on vacations, at the SAR
Leadership Meetings, and memorial
services for friends.

Two members

new were

inducted into the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter: Paul Shavor and Tim Ernst.
Thanks to

assistance in the induction ceremony.

Howard Nemir for his

It was a great honor to have as
our speaker, Donald Thompson, the past
Commander of the Bay Area Civilian Ex-
Prisoner of War Organization known as
the “BACEPOW” of Northern California.

OCTOBER 2015

California Delegation at the SAR Leadership Meeting in Louisville

Mr. Thompson delivered Part 1 of his
childhood experience in a Japanese
Prisoner of War Camp in the Philippines
during World War .

| wish to thank Dennis Hart for
taking pictures, Steve Tucker for helping
with the name tags and putting out the
flags and pledge cards, Ollie Everette for
setting up his sound system, and Pat
Everette for providing the decorations. It
takes many hands to make a meeting
successful.

The California delegation for the
Fall SAR Leadership Meeting in Louisville,
Kentucky (November 25 & 26), was well
represented by Thomas Jefferson Chapter
members Derek Brown and Steve Renouf.

Our next luncheon will be on
October 24 at the Old Spaghetti Factory

in Concord. Our speaker will again be
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Donald H. Gurley, President
2921 Encina Camino
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3503
(925) 943-1960
Registrar@TJSAR.org

Stephen R. Renouf, Vice President
/Secretary/Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 276-8946
Secretary@TJSAR.org

William E. Rood, Treasurer
2107 Dunblane Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3325
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Donald H. Gurley, Registrar
/ Membership Chairman
2921 Encina Camino
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Charles E. Doolin, Chaplain
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Concord, CA 94520-2609

(925) 228-3494

Ryan T. Prindiville, Historian
20 Saint Tropez Court
Danville, CA 94506-6161
(925) 408-2176
ryanprindiville@gmail.com

Jeffrey Brown, Eagle Scout
Chairman/Sergeant at Arms
5747 Amaranth Place
Concord, CA 94521-4837
(925) 360-3647
dandjbrown@yahoo.com

Stan Hazlak, Knight Essay Chairman
1811 Canyon Drive
Pinole, CA 94564-2141
(925) 383-2678
Stan.hazlak@msn.com

Derek Brown, Past President
/Awards Chairman
5747 Amaranth Place
Concord, CA 94521-4837
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.
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Donald Thompson who will deliver
the second part of his experiences as
a young boy surviving in a Japanese

Prisoner of War Camp in the
Philippines during World War II.
CASSAR  Executive  Vice

President Ron Barker, with his lovely
wife Conni, will be making his official
visit. Ron is also Chairman of the
CASSAR
Committee and Co-Chairman of the

Budget and Planning

California Compatriot and
Publications Committee.

Derek and Janet Brown,
Steve and Joy Renouf, and | shall be
representing the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter at the 140™ Board of
Managers Meeting in Riverside on
November 6-7 at the world famous
Mission Inn.

We hope everyone can
come and show a strong attendance
in support of our chapter. Please
consider who you want to lead the

chapterin 2016.

— Don Gurley, President

Secretary’s Notes

The Thomas Jefferson
Chapter had 19 members A
and guests at its September 26,
2015 meeting at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Concord, California.
President Don Gurley called the
meeting to order, and introduced
guest speaker Donald Thompson,
Commander of the Bay Area Civilian
Ex-Prisoners of War Organization, as
well as new member inductees Paul
Shavor and Tim Ernst, and potential
member Eugene Stevens. The DAR
ladies introduced themselves.

Following lunch, President

Gurley inducted our new members.
Paul Shavor descends from Private
(1756-1843)  of
Connecticut and New York - a

Samuel Doty
Revolutionary War pensioner. Paul
is a cousin of Compatriot Howard
Nemir.  Timothy Ernst descends
from Lieutenant John Fox of the
South Carolina Militia, who died
before 1785.

Treasurer William Rood gave
a financial report for the chapter,
and then Registrar Gurley reported
that we have 15 new members, with
2 more being processed. We also
have 7 supplementals for the year.
Our total membership now stands at
116.

President Gurley introduced
guest speaker Don Thompson, who
passed around a picture of the
POW/MIA Memorial at the Riverside

Cemetery that was established
about ten years ago. The State of
California minted about 2,000

medallions commemorating POWs
and MIAs from California, and he
displayed one of the medallions.

Don said World War Il for
him started in 1938 — he was a
Shanghai, and the
Japanese began bombing the city.

civilian in

Don was evacuated with other
civilians by ship to Manila,
Philippines. His father was the head
of an office in Shanghai for an
firm. He had

previously been in Manila, and he

international

thought it was a safe place for his
His father had met his
mother when he previously lived in

family.

Manila — she was a Spanish woman
from a large family. They lived
briefly in the United States, and she
had become an American citizen.
Everything was going well for Don’s
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family, until the Japanese launched
the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor.
They
Philippines, and they had no idea

became stuck in the
how determined and well-prepared
the Japanese were for war with the
United States.

General Douglas MacArthur
declared Manila an “open city” to
prevent its destruction from the
Japanese invaders, and withdrew
the military forces of the Philippines
to Corregidor Island in Manila
Harbor. The

bombing Manila, and Don said he

Japanese began
could hear the bombs falling — they
would whistle as they were falling,
and then become silent just before
they exploded.
damaged in the initial bombing, so

Their house was

his mother, his sister (2-years-old)

and he were staying in an

apartment, and his father was
staying with a business associate,
and they were busy destroying the
records of the companies they were
auditing. Don was terrified, and his
mother moved them to a hotel.
They stayed on a middle floor of the
hotel — so the bombs would not get
them on a high floor, and they

would not be the first the Japanese

would get on the low floors.

On January 2, 1942, the
Japanese surrounded the hotel. The
car owners “lost” their keys, so the
Japanese had to hotwire the cars to
steal them. The Japanese then
inspected every room, and went
through  the luggage,

whatever they wanted. His mother

taking
instructed her children to keep
quiet, and only speak if spoken to
first. The Japanese
instructed everyone to pack for a

invaders

three day trip, and they put them in
school buses, and sent them to the
University of Santo Tomas, the
oldest university in Asia, which the
Japanese had converted into a
concentration camp for civilian
POWs - about 2,500 from the
United States, 1,200 British, and
1,300 of other Allied nations. They
were all crammed into school rooms
that were converted into bedroom:s.
Don was in the main building with
his mother and sister, and his father
was in a different building — the
Japanese separated the men from
the women and children. Don

passed out a layout of the
concentration camp.

The first morning he woke
up, and there was a long line for the
bathroom. There was a Japanese
monitor in the bathroom, and he
assigned young Don to a shower
They

had to stand in line for everything of

with three 16 year old girls.

day to day life. His mother’s Filipino
family was allowed to bring supplies
In May 1942, his
received word that her

for them at first.
mother
father was dying of cancer, and she
requested permission to visit her
father with the two children. She
was granted two weeks to visit him.
Don was issued an alien certificate
by the Japanese occupation forces,
and he had to keep it with him at all
times when he was out of the camp.
He passed around a copy of the alien
certificate.

When his mother’s family
arrived at the camp to pick them up,
they were leaving the gate, when a
Japanese officer called out. Don
feared he was calling to him, and
kept walking, but when he called out
again, his grandmother told him to
go to the officer. He walked over to
the Japanese officer, and was careful

<=/ )

President Gurley inducts new members Timothy Ernst and Paul Shavor with the help of Howard Nemir
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to stay out of sword range in case he
decided to kill him. The officer
demanded that he come closer, and
asked him how old he was. Don
replied that he was seven years old,
and the Japanese officer told Don
that he had a son about the same
age. He said if his son were everin a
similar situation, he would hope
someone would be kind to his son.
He then gave Don a jar of hard
candies, and allowed him to return
to his family.

When Don arrived at his
grandparents’ house, he found two
They
were distant relatives of his, and

British boys staying there.

their parents had left them in the
Philippines when they went to Hong
Kong, so they were now separated
for the duration of the war. His
grandparents were trying to teach
them to be more fluent in Spanish,
so they could be passed off as
Spaniards. They had blue eyes,

which most Spaniards did not have,

so the family was risking much by

harboring them.

President Gurley presented
with the SAR
Certificate of Appreciation for his

Don Thompson
interesting talk. Due to the length of
the program, Don Thompson will
continue his interesting talk at the
October meeting.

President Gurley announced
the next meeting would be on
October 24 at the Old Spaghetti
Factory. He also made a plea for
new volunteers to revitalize the
chapter. President Don Gurley
adjourned the meeting.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Trustees Meeting

P ast President Derek Brown and
Secretary Stephen  Renouf
represented the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter at the SAR Trustees Meeting
in Louisville on September 25-26.
The trustees were given a
report John

SolidLight (the company that will

from Murphy  of
plan and execute the SAR Museum.
We saw a video presentation of a
walk through of the SAR Museum
proposal.

Headquarters is working on
digitizing SAR Applications, with the
SAR
Magazine issues, and Library books,

supporting documentation,

and will work on creating a

searchable index. Director of
Education Colleen Wilson reported
to SAR

Information

on the enhancements
Outreach Education.
can be found on Education.SAR.org
— information on field trips, youth
programs, articles, speeches, and

patriot biographies. SAR Building

Project Manager Nathan White gave
a report on the construction
projects. We are still waiting for
approval to place the Sons of Liberty
Statue in front of the headquarters
building, but approval should be
soon.

Tom Jackson gave a report
on what the SAR can do to influence
American History curriculum to
include the American Revolutionary
Period, which has been gutted by
Common Core. Part of our mission
is to preserve the history of our
patriot ancestors, and influence
schools and textbooks to restore
Revolutionary War history and the
formation of the United States.

Starting November 1, 2015,
both paper and online applications
will be accepted. The new system
will be evaluated at the Spring
Leadership Meeting to ensure there
are no problems before eliminating
the paper applications, and to allow
State and Chapter Registrars time to
become familiar with the new
system.

The Trustees approved the
College Proposal for the
SAR

Washington Visiting Professor at

King’s
funding of an George
King’s College for three to five years
to study the King George Ill Papers.
This is an exciting opportunity to be
partnered with King’s College in the
study of these papers. King George
lII's reign was during the period of
the SAR’s interest, 1750-1800, and
the bulk of the papers likely deal
with this period, and there is the
opportunity to discover new
information about the American
Revolution. This will help raise the
profile of the Sons of the American

Revolution.
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, 24 October 2015

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

NR 7, “e o\l x;\\ %
11:30AM—Pre~Meeting E‘?: tspa%“‘e g ) - Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social ; \ fact®'’

Don Thompson, Past Commander of the Bay Area Civilian Ex-Prisoners of War Chapter of
American Ex-Prisoners of War. Don Thompson was a prisoner in the Japanese
Concentration Camp at Santo Tomas, Manila, Philippines, from 1942-1945. Don will deliver
the second part of his experiences in the camp, and the US soldiers who rescued him.

Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Maushroom Saace;
Soltuccine AN fredo, (Gicken SPawmigiana, ov LBaked Lasagna
20 per person

Deadline: 20 October 2015 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




otz of ths HMomth

" In the long hictory of the world, only a few
generafione have been granted the role of
defending freedom in ite hour of maximum
danger. | do not chrink from thig recpongibility
— | welcome it.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON — Procident John E. Kennedy
CHAPTER
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