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W e had a very enjoyable 

meeting on October 24, 

and our speaker, Donald Thompson, 

continued with part 2 of his childhood 

experiences in a Japanese POW camp in 

the Philippines during World War II.  

 State Executive Vice President 

Ron Barker and his lovely wife Conni (1st 

Vice President of the California SAR 

Ladies Auxiliary) honored us with a visit 

and brought greetings from the State 

Society.   

 Special thanks go to Janet Brown 

and Pat Everette for handling our efforts 

to raise money for our youth programs, 

and to Joy and Stephen Renouf for taking 

pictures.  It takes many hands to make a 

successful meeting, and we need more of 

our members to volunteer to keep our 

chapter vibrant.  

Derek and Janet Brown, Steve 

and Joy Renouf, and I represented the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter at the 140th 

CASSAR Board of Managers Meeting in 

Irvine on November 6-7 at the Mission 

Inn Hotel & Spa in Riverside, California. 

The November 21 luncheon is 

especially important because we shall 

vote on the 2016 chapter officer 

nominees.  We have openings for 

President, and Sergeant-at-Arms.  If you 

would like to volunteer to help in any of 

the programs, please let me know.  

As Chairman of the Nominating 

Committee, the following are nominated 

for office in 2016: President (need a 

candidate), Vice President (need a 

candidate), Secretary Steve Renouf, 

President’s Notes 
Derek Brown, Don Gurley, Don Thompson & Ron Barker 



 Samuel Franklin of Canaan, 

Connecticut (1759-1828), moved to 

the Wyoming Valley (which was 

granted to Connecticut in 1662, also 

granted to William Penn in 1681, 

confirmed to Connecticut in 1771 by 

King George III, and finally confirmed 

to Pennsylvania in 1782 by the 

Continental Congress).  Samuel 

Franklin served as a private in the 

Pennsylvania militia during the 

Revolutionary War.  One of his 

family members was murdered by 

Loyalists and their Iroquois Indian 

allies in the Wyoming Valley 

Massacre in 1778.  President Gurley 

announced that our final meeting of 

the year was moved from December 

to November 21 at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory. 

Following lunch, President 

Gurley introduced CASSAR Executive 

Vice President Ron Barker, who 

spoke about the upcoming CASSAR 

Board of Managers Meeting at the 

Mission Inn Hotel & Spa in Riverside, 

California.  In April 2016, the CASSAR 

Annual Meeting will be in 

Sacramento at the Embassy Suites 

Hotel in Old Town.  Ron discussed 

the 2015 SAR Conference on the 

American Revolution, which was 

held at Mount Vernon, and featured 

14 university professors presenting 

papers on the foreign allies who 

helped the United States during the 

American Revolution – France, 

Spain, the Netherlands, Portugal and 

Russia.  Ron said that the 2016 SAR 

Conference on the American 

Revolution would be held at the 

Huntington Library in San Marino, 

California, and the topic will be 

“Empire Building.”  He encouraged 

all members to attend the 

conference.  Conni Barker said that 

Treasurer Bill Rood, Registrar Don 

Gurley, Chaplain Charlie Doolin, 

Historian Ryan Prindiville, 

Newsletter Editor and Webmaster 

Steve Renouf, Sergeant-at-Arms 

(need a candidate), CAR Liaison 

Terry Stover, and Past President 

Derek Brown.  Appointed Committee 

Chairmen are: Derek Brown (ROTC 

High School/College), Don Gurley 

(Program/Membership), Derek 

Brown (Medals & Awards), Jeff 

Brown (Eagle Scout), Stan Hazlak 

(Knight Essay Contest), Don Gurley 

(Wounded Warrior), and Don Gurley 

(Poster/Brochure Contests).  Come 

and show your strong support for 

our chapter.   

  — Don Gurley, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 29 members 

and guests at its October 24, 2015 

regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  

President Don Gurley called the 

meeting to order, and introduced 

Past Vice President General Stephen 

Renouf, Past Vice President General 

Bob Ebert, CASSAR Executive Vice 

President Ron Barker (and wife 

Conni), CASSAR Vice President North 

Derek Brown, CASSAR Ladies 

Auxiliary Historian Janet Brown, and 

guest speaker Donald Thompson, 

Commander of the Bay Area Civilian 

Ex-Prisoners of War Organization.  

 President Gurley presented 

supplemental certificates to Stan 

Hazlak, Sr., who also accepted the 

certificates for his sons Shawn and 

Stan Hazlak, Jr.  Their ancestor, 
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Dolly Madison would be the speaker 

at the Ladies Auxiliary Meeting in 

Riverside.  There would also be a 

veterans project.  All the money 

raised by the Ladies Auxiliary go into 

the SAR programs. 

VP North Derek Brown is the 

CASSAR Chairman for Youth 

Programs.  He said we are looking 

for volunteers to help with the 

chapter and state youth programs.  

It is a very rewarding experience, 

and encourages youth to learn 

about history and patriotism.  The 

CaliforniaSAR.org website has a 

section for Youth Contests, and he 

encouraged all members to visit the 

site.  Derek leads the chapter 

nominating committee, and will 

present the slate of officers at the 

election meeting in November.  We 

need new people to step up and 

lead the chapter, especially younger 

members.  Please contact Derek 

Brown if you are interested in being 

an officer, a chairman, or assisting 

the chapter in any way. 

President Gurley called up 

new member Timothy Ernst, and 

caught watching.  Don said he 

looked in his peripheral vision, and 

was careful not to be caught.  The 

Japanese eventually stopped 

sending up fighters since they were 

outmatched, and instead relied on 

anti-aircraft fire to shoot down the 

American fighters and bombers.  

One time, Don saw an American B24 

flying low get shot down with anti-

aircraft fire.  Three airmen 

parachuted from the plane.  One 

parachute was hit by the wing of the 

plane, killing the airman.  He saw 

one man shot dead in the air, while 

the other man was shot dead on the 

ground.  He said it was a very bad 

day. 

On January 9, 1945, the 

Americans landed in Lingayen Gulf, 

and drove out all the Japanese 

invaders, but they suffered heavy 

losses in the landing.  The Americans 

learned that the Japanese had given 

orders to murder all civilian and 

military POWs in a concentration 

camp if the Americans were on the 

verge of liberating the camp.  The US 

launched the Great Raid on the 

concentration camp in Cabanatuan, 

deep behind enemy lines, which 

freed the POWs before the Japanese 

could murder them.  By the time of 

the raid, there were only about 500 

sick prisoners left in the camp.  A 

third had perished under the brutal 

Japanese, and many others had 

been sent on Hell Ships to Japan as 

slave laborers – many dying when 

the Allies torpedoed the ships, not 

realizing the Japanese were 

transporting prisoners contrary to 

the laws of war, and many dying on 

the ships due to the inhuman 

conditions.  The starving internees 

grew food on the grounds of the 

presented him with the SAR War 

Service Medal.  Tim served in the US 

Army during the Viet Nam War in 

Germany and in Viet Nam (Saigon, 

An Khê, and Củ Chi).  President 

Gurley introduced guest speaker 

Don Thompson, who continued his 

presentation on his experiences as a 

civilian POW in the Japanese 

Concentration Camp at the 

University of Santo Tomás in the 

Philippines.   

In September 1944 was the 

first American air attack – the 

Japanese sent fighter planes to 

engage the American fighters in the 

skies over Manila and the Santo 

Tomás Concentration Camp.  He said 

the prisoners were thrilled to see 

the Japanese planes get shot down 

by the Americans.  The Japanese 

officers at the Concentration Camp 

ordered the prisoners to avoid 

watching the air combat, and would 

force them to look at the burning 

tropical sun all day if they were 

Past President Brown presents SAR War Service Medal to Tim Ernst 



camp, but much of it was taken by 

the Japanese.  Don said he would 

gather fireflies during the day, and 

release them inside his mosquito 

netting at night.  The light show 

helped take his mind off the pain of 

his starvation. 

The Americans needed to 

rescue the internees before they 

could be murdered by the Japanese.  

The rescuers were ordered not to 

engage the Japanese unless they 

had to, and they killed about 3,000 

Japanese on the rescue mission.  On 

February 3, 1945, American tanks 

broke through the gates of the 

camp.  The despicable Japanese 

Lieutenant Abe ran out with his 

pistol and sword, and was cut down 

by the Americans.  Don’s mother 

woke up Don and his sister and told 

them to come to the windows on 

the second floor of the main 

building.  The window was crowded, 

and they waited their turn.  When 

they got to the window, they saw 

the US soldiers in the camp.  

Everyone was cheering, and the US 

soldiers were distributing cigarettes 

and candy.  There was total 

jubilation in the camp – it was the 

high point of his life.  Don had the 

opportunity to speak to the US 

liberators years later, and they told 

him this was the high point of their 

lives as well.  It is not often someone 

has the opportunity to liberate men, 

women and children of his own 

country.  The Japanese guards took 

200 hostages and retreated to the 

main building.  The Americans 

negotiated with the hostage takers 

for a few days, and they eventually 

agreed to allow the Japanese to 

leave the camp with their weapons, 

and be escorted to Japanese lines in 

exhausted and nothing fazed them.  

Don’s little sister had great success 

in begging candy from the soldiers.  

They tried their best to keep their 

candy, but they were no match for 

her.  The soldiers hated Spam, but 

the starving kids loved it, so they 

gave it away.  He saw some soldiers 

cooking over a fire in a steel pot.  

Don was chatting with them, when a 

machine gun fired into the camp.  

Don asked if they would get in their 

tank and return fire.  They 

nonchalantly stated they were 

having lunch, and someone else 

would handle it.  Don hid behind the 

tank until the gun fire stopped. 

Don’s father had the 

opportunity to shake General 

Douglas MacArthur’s hand when he 

visited the camp a few days after 

liberation.  In the liberation of 

Manila, the Japanese showed up at 

his grandparents’ house and gave 

them ten minutes to leave before 

they burned the house to the 

ground.  Some of the retreating 

Japanese were more sadistic.  The 

Japanese threw a grenade in the 

home of his aunt.  She was badly 

wounded by shrapnel, and the 

Japanese thought she was dead.  

They tortured and killed the 

survivors, but the aunt survived her 

injuries.  She had kept this story to 

herself until later in life, when she 

told Don her story.  The Battle of 

Manila took four weeks, and mostly 

took the lives of civilians, murdered 

by the fleeing Japanese.   

Don’s parents wanted to 

find out what happened to his 

mother’s family, so Don and his 

father found a soldier with a Jeep 

that took them half of the way.  The 

soldier dropped them off, and said 

Manila.  The Japanese Army had fled 

to the mountains, leaving the 

Japanese Navy to face the American 

liberators.  The local Japanese forces 

continued to shell the camp before 

they were driven from Manila by US 

soldiers   

At the time of the liberation, 

Don had been very sick, and he 

almost died.  Don and his mother 

were in bad shape, but his father 

and little sister fared better.  Don 

was in bed when he heard a 

machine gun firing.  His mother took 

Don and his sister to the back of the 

building.  There was a fire-fight in 

the next building.  They were 

starving, so his mother went back to 

their room to get food.  The Red 

Cross had sent food and medicine to 

the camp, but all but one shipment 

was stolen by the Japanese.  His 

mother said not to worry about 

eating all the food they had – the 

Americans would be feeding them 

now.  Don was napping when a shell 

hit the main building and shattered 

the glass windows.  He and his sister 

were barefoot, and his mother told 

them to hurry, but to not step on 

the broken glass.  The Americans set 

up a field hospital for the wounded.  

Many people lined the halls in 

stretchers.  Don had mixed feelings 

– he was jubilant at being freed, but 

felt sorry for all the injured.  He was 

given fruit cocktail to eat, and he 

had to face away from the wounded 

to enjoy his meal.  The following 

day, the shelling stopped, and they 

were allowed outside into the 

compound.  The American soldiers 

who liberated the camp were 



to watch out for snipers, and then 

sped off in the Jeep.  As they walked, 

Don watched the rubble of Manila 

for snipers.  Manila, the Pearl of the 

Orient, lay in ruins.  They arrived at 

the two-story building where his 

mother’s family was staying.  As 

they entered, two starving dogs 

came down the stairs.  Don thought 

to himself, he had survived the 

brutality of a Japanese 

concentration camp only to be eaten 

by his family’s dogs.  Just before the 

dogs reached Don, his grandmother 

called out to the dogs in Spanish, 

and they stopped.  They visited with 

the family, and there were 20 other 

people living there.  There was a 

severe lack of housing in Manila 

after the Japanese were done 

destroying the city.   

They returned to the camp, 

and were ordered to be evacuated 

from the Philippines.  Since Manila 

Bay was not yet cleared of the 

Japanese invaders, they were taken 

to Clark Field on school buses.  

While they were waiting at Clark, 

Don and some of the boys went out 

into a field.  His father called out to 

the boys to come back, and be 

careful to trace their steps.  They 

The press was there to take pictures 

of the survivors, and Don still has 

the photo they took of his family.  

When he finally reached the shore, 

Don kissed the ground – for the first 

time in a long time, he felt safe and 

secure.  Don said he was confident 

that one day his little sister would be 

the last survivor of Santo Tomás 

Concentration Camp.  Don received 

a round of applause for his moving 

presentation. 

President Gurley announced 

that Secretary Stephen Renouf won 

the NSSAR Carl Bessent Award for 

the editor of the most outstanding 

chapter newsletter (along with a 

check to the chapter for $100), the 

Winston Williams SAR Magazine 

Award for the compatriot supplying 

the most usable material to the 

magazine, and was presented the 

Gold Roger Sherman Medal by 

outgoing President General Lindsey 

Brock.  Chaplain Charles Doolin 

mentioned that Compatriot Ed 

Fulwider was recovering from a 

temporary loss of sight, and asked 

for prayers for him. 

Ladies Auxiliary President 

Janet Brown conducted the youth 

contest raffle, which raised $75 for 

the chapter youth programs.  The 

CaliforniaSAR.org website has a 

section for Youth Contests.  We all 

have children, grandchildren, nieces 

and nephews, and cousins who are 

eligible to participate in the SAR 

youth contests.  Please familiarize 

yourselves with the programs and 

encourage your family members to 

participate.  The chapter, state and 

national contests all have cash prizes 

to further education, so please 

support our programs!   

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

had wandered into an uncleared 

mine field.  No one had to tell Don 

twice not to go back into the mine 

field.  The 800 internees were flown 

by plane (Don’s first plane ride) to 

Leyte and housed in tents until they 

were ready to be transported to 

ships.  They took landing craft to the 

ships waiting for them in the bay, 

and when they arrived at the ships, 

they had to board on a rickety 

ladder over the side of the ship.  

Don was afraid of heights, and the 

rickety ladder and moving ships did 

not make it easy to board the ship.  

Once the internees boarded the 

ships, they sailed under blackout 

conditions with a cruiser and 

destroyer escort.  They were on the 

alert for Japanese submarines – one 

ship was fired upon, but fortunately 

the torpedo missed the ship.  Don’s 

ship stopped in Hawaii to take on 

supplies, but he was not allowed to 

leave the ship.  They continued on to 

California, and on April 8, 1945, they 

sailed under the Golden Gate Bridge 

to cheering crowds and were 

greeted with bands playing music.  

Japanese Concentration Camp at the University of Santo Tomás 



W e regret to announce the 

passing of long-time 

chapter compatriot John Sidney 

“Sid” Kennedy.  Sid passed away 

peacefully on July 6, 2015 in 

Spokane, Washington, at the age of 

92.  Sid Kennedy was born on 

January 18, 1923 in Spokane, 

Washington, to Jesse D. Kennedy 

and Hildah B. Ristau.   

 In anticipation of the United 

States entering World War II, Sid left 

high school in his senior year to join 

the U.S. Navy on December 17, 

1940. Following basic training in San 

Century in Ayrshire, Scotland.  His 

Kennedy ancestors came to America 

in 1699.  Sid was a Chieftain in the 

Kennedy Society of North America, 

and a member of the Orinda 

Masonic Lodge.  

Sid Kennedy joined the 

Oakland Chapter of the Sons of the 

American Revolution on March 22, 

1972.  He joined on the service of his 

4-great grandfather, John Michael 

Garner, Sr., who served as a private 

in the Maryland militia during the 

American Revolution.  Garner was 

born in the Duchy of Württemburg 

in 1728.  John died around 1805 in 

Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania. 

Sid Kennedy served for 

many years as an officer in the 

Oakland Chapter – he was President 

in 1976 and 1977, Chaplain in 1978, 

and Historian in 1982 and 1983.  He 

also served in the chapter when it 

changed its name to the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter – 2nd Vice 

President in 1992 and 1993, and 

Historian from 1994 to 2004, when 

he moved to Washington.  Sid was a 

recipient of the SAR War Service 

Medal, and SAR Bronze Good 

Citizenship Medal.  He remained a 

member of the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter until his death – a total of 

43 years of devoted service to the 

SAR.  We wish Sid “fair winds and 

following seas!” 

Diego, Sid was sent to NAS Kaneohe, 

in the Hawaii Territory.  While 

stationed there, he was a survivor of 

the Japanese sneak attack on 

Kaneohe, Pearl Harbor and other 

military bases in Hawaii on 

December 7, 1941.   

In 1946, Sid Kennedy 

married the love of his life, Dorothea 

Whitfield of Avon, Idaho.  After their 

marriage, they were stationed at 

naval air stations in Seattle 

(Washington), Barbers Point 

(Hawaii), Iwakuni and Tokyo (Japan), 

and finally at Moffett Airfield 

(California). They had two children: 

Gordon E. Kennedy and Marcy D. 

Kennedy. After Sid retired from the 

Navy on September 30, 1960, Sid 

and his family settled in San 

Lorenzo, California, where he 

worked as a sales manager at Telsta 

Corporation, and then as a regional 

manager for Roper Manufacturing.  

Sid was a skilled carpenter, 

and did extensive remodeling of his 

home, and built magnificent 

dollhouses with Dorothea. Sid was 

the author of three books, and was 

an active member of many 

organizations, including the Pearl 

Harbor Survivors Association, and 

the Fleet Reserve Association.  Sid 

was very proud of his Scottish 

ancestry, and had traced his 

Kennedy ancestors back to the 14th 

In Memoriam 
JOHN SIDNEY KENNEDY 



Board of Managers Meeting 
Riverside, California 

DEREK BROWN & CHARLIE GENTIS RECEIVE SAR PATRIOT MEDAL FROM PRESIDENT KENT GREGORY 

STEPHEN & JOY RENOUF WITH PG BUTLER AND SPANISH AMBASSADOR’S PARTY 



CASSAR COLORGUARD IN RIVERSIDE 

JANET BROWN ATTENDS CASSAR LADIES AUXILIARY MEETING 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

NOVEMBER 2015 

Deadline: 17 November 2015 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

ELECTION MEETING 

Saturday, 21 November 2015 

 

Programme:  

Wounded Warrior Presentation.  John Shirley, a World War II Veteran who was captured 
by the Germans and escaped, will discuss his experiences in the war.  He was awarded the 
Silver Star, two Bronze Stars with a V Device for Valor, and a Purple Heart for his service.  
John has written a book, I Remember, about his war service.   Come join us for a great 
meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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CHAPTER 
  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“We are determined that before the sun sets on 
this terrible struggle, our flag will be recognized 
throughout the world as a symbol of freedom on 
the one hand, of overwhelming power on the 
other.” 

— George C. Marshall, Army Chief of Staff  

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  http://www.tjsar.org/minman.htm 


