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W e had a very enjoyable 

meeting on November 21, 

2015.  Vice President Stephen Renouf 

filled in for ailing President Don Gurley, 

and presented the SAR Wounded 

Warriors Challenge Coin to World War II 

veteran Dr. John Shirley, who spoke 

about his experiences in World War II.  

 There were no nominations from 

the floor for President or Vice President, 

so we will need to postpone the election 

for those positions until January 2016.  

 Steve and Joy Renouf, Janet and 

Derek Brown, and I had a great time in 

Riverside at the CASSAR Board of 

Managers Meeting held at the Mission 

Inn Hotel and Spa.   

 Special thanks to Pat and Ollie 

Everette for providing the sound system 

and decorating the tables for the 

meeting. It takes many hands to make a 

successful meeting and we need more of 

our members to volunteer to help make 

our chapter more active and vibrant.  

 The first luncheon meeting of 

2016 will feature Dr. Kent Gregory, our 

California State President, who will swear 

in our 2016 Officers, and also present a 

program of music from the Revolutionary 

War.  We shall also induct our newest 

member, Bob Steuben.  Supplemental 

Certificates will be presented to Jeff 

Brown and James Russell.  Other special 

presentations will be made. 

Come, volunteer, and show your 

strong support for our chapter. 

  — Don Gurley, President 

President’s Notes 
VP Renouf presents Wounded Warrior Coin to John Shirley, DVM 



 presented with a Silver Star, two 

Bronze Stars, and the Purple Heart 

Medal for his service.  He was a 

former mayor of Livermore, and is 

active in the Livermore Opera and 

Livermore Rotary Club. 

John said that World War II 

was fought on all continents but 

one, and was followed by 40 years 

of Cold War with the Soviet Union, 

and the precipitous decolonization 

of Africa and Asia, leading to many 

unstable new countries.  The US was 

the 18th largest military prior to the 

war, and ended the war with the 

strongest military and as the 

strongest world power.  President 

Franklin Roosevelt was eager to join 

the war effort; however, the US 

population was not eager to get 

involved in another world war on 

behalf of our European allies.  After 

the fall of France to German forces 

in June 1940, the US began to build 

up our military forces.  In September 

1940, the US government instituted 

the first peacetime military draft for 

men aged 21 to 45.  From inception 

to the end of the war, 50 million 

were registered and 10 million were 

drafted for military service.  By the 

end of the war, 12.5 million men 

were in uniform (as a percentage of 

population that would be the 

equivalent of 25 million men today). 

John was drafted in the US 

Army, and was sent to Camp Cook 

(now Vandenburg) for basic training.  

When he completed basic training, 

he and three others were promoted 

to corporal, and all the enlisted men 

were sent home on leave; John was 

sent to Fort Sill in Oklahoma.  After 

two more weeks, he was permitted 

leave, but then had to pay his own 

way back to California to visit his 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 27 members 

and guests at its November 21, 2015 

election meeting at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.  Vice President Stephen 

Renouf called the meeting to order 

in the absence of President Don 

Gurley, and introduced Past Vice 

President General Bob Ebert; Past 

Chapter Presidents Kim Flint (2006) 

and Oliver Everette (2000-2001); 

Fred and Cheryl Merrick; and guest 

speaker John Shirley, a World War II 

Veteran and author of the book, I 

Remember.  The DAR ladies 

introduced themselves.   

Following lunch, Vice 

President Renouf presented the 

chapter nominating committee 

report for Chairman Don Gurley.  

There were no nominees for 

president or vice president, so no 

one was elected to those positions.  

The following were elected to office 

in 2016: Stephen Renouf (Secretary, 

Newsletter Editor, Webmaster), 

William Rood (Treasurer), Don 

Gurley (Registrar), Charles Doolin 

(Chaplain), Ryan Prindiville 

(Historian), Alan Mode (Sergeant-at-

Arms), and Terry Stover (CAR 

Liaison). 

Vice President Renouf 

introduced guest speaker Dr. John 

Shirley, a retired veterinarian from 

Livermore.  Dr. Shirley was the 

veterinarian for Vice President 

Renouf’s dog in the 1980’s.   Dr. 

Shirley served in the US Army 

Infantry in World War II, and was 
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family.  He was later promoted to 

sergeant, and sent overseas to a 

replacement depot 20 miles south of 

Monte Cassino.  In April 1944, John 

was assigned to Company I, 15th 

Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry 

Division, and sent to the front at the 

Anzio-Nettuno Beachhead, about 35 

miles south of Rome.    The US was 

building up forces there for the drive 

to liberate Rome from the Germans.  

They organized 60-man assault 

teams that were placed on sleds 

dragged behind tanks.  John was 

made assistant squad leader for one 

of these sled teams.  His team was 

sent to the front lines, and dragged 

into a field, whereupon, the tanks 

left them to fight.  This was John’s 

first day in combat.  Bullets whizzed 

overhead, chopping the top of the 

wheat in the field.  He could see 

German land mines that had been 

uncovered by heavy rains.  The 

platoon sergeant was killed, and this 

was the first man that John had seen 

killed.  The team managed to crawl 

to an anti-tank ditch, and the 

lieutenant lost control of the men 

when they reached the ditch.  John 

was ordered to look out of the ditch, 

and he saw a German flame thrower 

for the first time.  The team left the 

ditch, and the lead man was killed 

before they had advanced 10 feet.  

John hid behind some rubble, with 

the Browning automatic rifle (BAR) 

man.  John went around a house and 

stumbled across a German soldier, 

whom he killed.  He shot another 

German, and then emptied his 

magazine.  He struck the wounded 

soldier with the butt of his rifle, and 

the wood shattered on the metal 

helmet.  He then kicked off the 

soldier’s helmet and struck him in 

standing in the town.  John was hit 

by shrapnel behind his leg – 

fortunately it tore through his 

clothes, but did not wound him.  

They found the cellar of a bombed 

out building, and took refuge  with 

their wounded.  They encountered 

German soldiers, and battled them 

for hours.  A German tank entered 

the battle, and tipped the scales of 

the battle.  John was struck in the 

face with shrapnel, cutting his face 

and knocking out some teeth.  The 

eleven survivors (with six wounded) 

were forced to surrender to the 

Germans.  In one day, John had been 

wounded, and was now a prisoner 

of war.   

That same day, while being 

guarded by a short German soldier, 

John struck his guard on the chin, 

and managed to escape – running 

back to the American lines.  The 

wound ended up being a great 

Christmas present for John, as it got 

him out of a lot of heavy combat.  

After being hospitalized in France 

and England for three months, he 

was sent back to his regiment for 

the final battles in southern 

Germany.  Everyone knew the war 

was coming to an end, and he was 

worried he might be killed at the 

end of the war, so he was very 

careful.  After the capture of the 

Nazi stronghold of Nuremburg, John 

was given a battlefield commission 

of 2nd lieutenant.  John completed 

his military service as Company 

Commander of L Company, 15th 

Infantry Regiment.  John turned 21 

on his return trip to the US, and 

came home on Christmas Eve 1945.   

Following the war, John was 

convinced to abandon his farming 

degree, and instead to pursue a 

the head.  The lieutenant was killed 

after twenty minutes of combat.  

They encountered 30 German 

soldiers, who were waving white 

flags, and they took them prisoner.  

After turning in the prisoners at 

headquarters, John was made squad 

leader (second ranking person) of 

his platoon, which only had 22 

survivors.  His platoon was 

strengthened by 9 survivors of 

another platoon.  His division fought 

their way to Rome, and they entered 

the city on June 4, 1944.  There was 

a big celebration with the liberation 

of Rome.  This was a few days 

before the landings at Normandy, 

which swept the Rome victory from 

the headlines.  Two weeks later, 

John was sent to Naples to train for 

the invasion of southern France. 

John took part in the 

landings at Saint- Tropez, and fought 

their way north.  John led a rifle 

squad in the liberation of southern 

France.  He was promoted to Acting 

Platoon Leader in the 3rd Infantry 

Division as it cut through the 

German defenses through to the 

Rhine River at Strasbourg.  They 

were the first American Division to 

reach the Rhine River.  After weeks 

of eating C-Rations, they finally had 

a real meal in Strasbourg.   

After celebrating in 

Strasbourg, the Americans turned 

south to the Colmar pocket, the last 

French territory held by the 

Germans.  John’s division relieved 

the 36th Division, and dug in for 

battle.  On December 23, 1944, 

John’s company attacked Colmar.  

There were very few buildings left 



Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 

(DVM) degree at the University of 

California, Davis, on the GI Bill.  John 

moved to Livermore, and opened his 

veterinary practice in 1954.  Vice 

President Renouf then presented Dr. 

John Shirley with the SAR Wounded 

Warrior Coin and Certificate.  This is 

a program started by Past President 

General Ed Butler, and now a 

permanent program of the National 

Society SAR. 

Vice President Renouf 

reported on the CASSAR Board of 

Managers Meeting in Riverside in 

early November.  The Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter won the Richard F. 

Locke Award for highest amount of 

retention of members for large 

chapters in 2014, and the award 

included a check for $250.   The 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter received 

a streamer from the National Society 

for writing patriot biographies.   

There is still an opportunity for 

those members who have not yet 

written their patriot bios to email to 

Vice President Renouf for editing 

and processing.  This helps new 

members when looking at the SAR 

Patriot Index on SAR website.   

Chapter Registrar Don 

Gurley received three oak leaf 

clusters for his SAR Liberty Medal for 

submitting over 30 new members in 

2014.  The Board of Managers 

passed a requirement that all new 

applicants be checked by chapter 

registrars against Megan’s Law List 

of Sex Offenders before submitting 

to the California Society.  CASSAR is 

working on a proposal for chapters 

to purchase directors & officers 

insurance.  The insurance agent said 

they are not currently offering the 

you intend to attend the congress at 

the reduced SAR hotel rate. 

 Vice President Stephen 

Renouf requested prayers for 

Compatriot Ed Fulwider as he deals 

with health challenges.  He also 

requested prayers for the family of 

the late Sid Kennedy – a past 

Oakland Chapter President, and 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter Historian.  

Sid Kennedy served the SAR for 43 

years, and was a Navy veteran who 

survived the Japanese attack on NAS 

Kaneohe Bay on December 7, 1941.  

Vice President Stephen Renouf 

adjourned the meeting.  

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

W e have a new CASSAR policy 

for any compatriot who 

interacts with youth as part of their 

SAR duties, including JROTC 

presentations.  If you have 

interaction with youth, please 

dedicate 30 minutes to get trained.  

It can be done through the Boy 

Scouts of America website, and you 

do not have to be a registered 

member of BSA to take the training. 

To take the Youth Protection 

training, go to My.Scouting.org and 

create an account. You will receive 

an email notification with your 

member ID and reference number. 

From the My.Scouting.org 

portal, click “Home” then “My 

Dashboard” from the menu list. The 

"My Training" page displays to take 

Youth Protection training. Upon 

completion, you may print a training 

certificate. You should then email a 

scan of the certificate to Derek 

Brown for tracking purposes 

(dptydeke@yahoo.com). 

— Derek Brown, CA Youth Chairman  

program, but he will inform us when 

it is available. 

Vice President Renouf 

displayed an SAR Youth Program 

Flyer developed by Derek Brown 

showing all programs, relevant 

dates, and age groups.  All of us 

have children, grandchildren, 

nephews, or nieces, etc. who could 

participate in these programs.  

Please encourage your relatives to 

participate in these youth contests 

that promote patriotism and 

knowledge of our patriot ancestors. 

Vice President Stephen 

Renouf announced upcoming SAR 

meetings. On January 30, 2016, 

CASSAR Vice President Kent Gregory 

will induct our 2016 chapter officers 

and present a program on “Music in 

America During the Revolutionary 

War.”   President Gregory is a music 

professor, and it is a very interesting 

program.  The CASSAR Annual 

Meeting will be held on April 14-17, 

2016, at the Embassy Suites 

Sacramento Riverfront Promenade.  

The SAR Western District and Pacific 

District will be meeting on a cruise 

to Alaska on May 15-11, 2016.  The 

SAR Conference of the American 

Revolution will be held in Pasadena, 

California, on July 10-11, 2016.  

History professors will present 

papers on a Revolutionary War 

topic.  The peer reviewed papers will 

later be published.  The SAR Annual 

Congress will be held in Boston, 

Massachusetts, on July 9-13, 2016.  

This will be a very popular congress 

with the number of Revolutionary 

War sites in Boston, so you should 

make hotel reservations quickly if 

BSA Youth Protection 

mailto:dptydeke@yahoo.com


November Chapter Meeting 
Concord, California 

DR. JOHN SHIRLEY SPEAKS ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES IN WORLD WAR II 



CHAPLAIN CHARLES & ESTHER DOOLIN 

PAST PRESIDENT OLIVER & PAT EVERETTE 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

JANUARY 2016 

Deadline: 26 January 2016 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

OFFICER INSTALLATION MEETING 

Saturday, 30 January 2016 

 

Programme:  

Music in America During the American Revolution.  CASSAR President Dr. Kent Gregory will 
install the 2016 Chapter Officers.  Dr. Gregory is an assistant professor of education at the 
University of Southern California, and will speak on American Music in the Revolutionary 
War Period.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“Wars may be fought with weapons, but 
they are won by men. It is the spirit of 
men who follow, and of the man who leads 
that gains the victory.” 

  — General George S. Patton 
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