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T hank you to the members of 

the Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

who attended the meeting on February 

20th.  Especially those who, in my 

absence, helped me carry on with the 

running of the meeting.   

 I was unable to attend the 

February Meeting as I was attending the 

funeral of my brother-in-law, Gary Eddy, 

who had passed away on February 11.  

Gary had just dropped off his two girls, 

Tanya 13 and Sarah 9, to school.  He was 

on his way back to his business on 

Ygnacio Valley Road going west, and just 

as he passed Aires Boulevard he had a 

heart attack, left the road, and impacted 

a tree.  Gary was only 47 years old.  His 

wife Karina is my wife’s sister.   

 Thank you for your prayers and 

card from the Thomas Jefferson Chapter; 

it was very comforting.  I will ask for 

continued prayer for comfort in this time 

of healing.  Gary was a great patriot and 

loved everything about what SAR is 

about.  I regarded him as the brother I 

never had.  He is in Heaven today praising 

his Lord Jesus Christ.   

 Thank You and God Bless! 

  — Stephen Tucker, President 

President’s Notes 
VP Hazlak and Janet Brown award Essay Winner Tarun Sreedhar. 



 his winning essay entitled, “The 

Biggest Risk Our Founding Fathers 

Took.”  In his essay, he argued that 

the biggest risk was in writing the US 

Constitution.  The Articles of 

Confederation and Perpetual Union 

had many shortcomings, and it was 

designed to protect the states from 

strong central authority – like the 

Parliament that we challenged when 

fighting the American Revolution.  

Events like Shays’ Rebellion in 

Massachusetts demonstrated that 

the Articles of Confederation was 

too weak to keep the states united 

together and protected from foreign 

and domestic enemies.   

In 1787, the Constitutional 

Convention was assembled to 

amend the Articles, and they 

eventually decided to replace the 

Articles with a new Constitution.  It 

was a risky move.  Not everyone 

agreed with replacing the Articles, 

and Rhode Island boycotted the 

convention, fearing a loss of power 

as a very small state.  Due to the 

large gap in state populations, two 

plans circulated – the Virginia Plan 

(favored by the populous states), 

which advocated a bicameral 

legislature with representatives 

apportioned on population; and the 

New Jersey Plan (favored by the less 

populous states), which advocated a 

unicameral legislature with each 

state having equal representation.  

In the end, they were forced into the 

Connecticut Compromise, which 

advocated a bicameral legislature 

with an upper house with equal 

state representation, and a lower 

house with representation 

apportioned by population.  Not 

everyone agreed, but it was the only 

plan that could get a supermajority 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 22 members 

and guests at its February 20, 2016, 

regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  Vice 

President Stan Hazlak called the 

meeting to order, and called upon 

Secretary Renouf to lead the 

invocation in the absence of 

Chaplain Doolin.  There was a 

moment of silence for the memory 

of President Steve Tucker’s brother, 

who had recently passed away 

unexpectedly. 

Vice President Stan Hazlak 

introduced Past NSSAR Vice 

Presidents General Stephen Renouf 

and Bob Ebert; CASSAR Vice 

President North Derek Brown; 

chapter winner of the SAR Knight 

Essay Contest Tarun Sreedhar and 

his father Sreedhar Ramanan; and 

prospective members Eugene 

Stevens and Mike Wendorf.  The 

DAR ladies introduced themselves.  

Pat Everette announced that the 

Clayton Museum has a new exhibit 

entitled, “A Nation Divided.”  There 

are artifacts on display from the 

Union and Confederate sides of the 

War Between the States.  The 

museum is open on Wednesdays 

and Saturdays from 2 PM to 4 PM. 

Following lunch, the Ladies 

Auxiliary conducted their raffle to 

raise money for the youth contests.  

They also requested that members 

bring in items to be used as prizes.  

Vice President Hazlak introduced the 

chapter SAR Knight Essay Contest 

winner Tarun Sreedhar, who read 
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of nine of the thirteen states to 

agree. 

When the convention ended 

in 1787, drafts were sent to the 

states for ratification, and a fierce 

debate began between Federalists 

(who supported a strong central 

government), and the Anti-

Federalists (who feared a strong 

central government would trample 

the rights of the states and the 

people, as Britain had done).  It was 

a gamble, and the Federalists won 

the day, but not before the Anti-

Federalists won the inclusion of the 

Bill of Rights to appease many of the 

concerns of the Anti-Federalists.  

The Bill of Rights protected basic 

freedoms of the states and the 

in the chapter contest.  Janet Brown 

of the Ladies Auxiliary also 

presented a check for $50.00 to our 

winner. 

Awards Chairman Derek 

Brown announced that we need a 

volunteer to assist with the JROTC 

awards in April, when Derek will be 

at the CASSAR Meeting in 

Sacramento.  If you are able to 

assist, please contact Derek.  The 

chapter presents the JROTC awards 

at 9 schools, and the ROTC awards 

at UC Berkeley.  The chapter also 

presents awards for the Naval Sea 

Cadet Corps in Martinez.  The 

chapter is currently reviewing 

applications for the chapter Eagle 

Scout award for 2016. 

people that the federal government 

could not infringe.   

He stated the delegates to 

the Constitutional Convention took a 

huge risk in adopting the 

Constitution.  No one could tell what 

the impact would be on the country, 

but the risk paid off – the 

Constitution strengthened the 

central government, and yet 

balanced the rights of the states and 

the people.   

Vice President Hazlak 

presented Tarun Sreedhar with the 

SAR Essay Medal and Certificate, 

and a check for $50.00 for first prize 

Chapter Essay Contest Winner Tarun Sreedhar reads his Winning Essay. 



The 2016 CASSAR Annual Meeting 

will be held at the Embassy Suites by 

Hilton Sacramento Riverfront 

Promenade in old town Sacramento 

on April 14-16, 2016.  All members 

are invited to attend.  The National 

SAR Congress will be held in Boston, 

Massachusetts, from July 9 to 13, 

2016.  This will be a great 

opportunity to meet compatriots 

from across the country, and tour 

the many Colonial and Revolutionary 

War sites in Boston.   

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

T he National Society Spring 

Leadership meeting was held 

at the Brown Hotel in Louisville, 

Kentucky, on February 25-27, 2016.  

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter was 

represented by Secretary Stephen 

and Joy Renouf, and Past President 

Derek and Janet Brown.  

 The Trustees were given a 

presentation on the upcoming 

enhancements to the Sons of the 

American Revolution website, as 

well as plans to digitize SAR 

Applications.   

 The Trustees of the Sons of 

the American Revolution voted on 

February 27, 2016, to proceed with 

the Sons of the American Revolution 

Museum in Louisville, Kentucky.  The 

museum will be in the headquarters 

building on West Main Street, across 

from the Louisville Slugger Museum.  

Last November, the Sons of the 

American Revolution unveiled the 

Sons of Liberty – 1775 statue facing 

the iconic giant Louisville Slugger bat 

across the street. 

 The SAR Foundation created 

a new capital campaign on January 

1, 2015 – “The 1776 Society” – to 

at the Spring Leadership Meeting.  

The SAR museum of ideas will have 

five sections – A New Land, Prelude 

to Revolution, Revolutionary War, 

American Cincinnatus, and the 

Establishing Liberty Theater.  

Interactive displays will lead visitors 

though the stories of colonists who 

settled in the Thirteen Colonies, the 

events leading up to the Revolution 

against Great Britain, the leaders of 

the Revolution, the important 

battles of the Revolution, the story 

of George Washington (the 

American Cincinnatus), and finally 

into a recreation of the Assembly 

Room in Independence Hall in 1787 

Philadelphia.  Visitors will be able to 

witness the debates on the 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights.  

 Visitors with mobile devices 

will be able to enhance their 

experience with additional material, 

and it will be accessible to SAR 

chapters and classrooms across the 

country.  This will help to further the 

goals of the Sons of the American 

Revolution in outreach education on 

the American Revolution. 

move forward with two primary 

purposes: the creation of a world 

class SAR museum, and the funding 

of a new SAR Endowment Fund.  In 

addition to The 1776 Society will be 

the “Founders Circle” recognizing 

benefactors who have provided a 

NSSAR legacy bequest of $10,000 or 

more in their estate plan. 

 With there being almost 

8,000 square feet in the planned 

SAR museum, an opportunity exists 

to pay $592 to cover the cost of one 

square foot of the new museum. For 

$1,776, three square feet can be 

paid, and for $17,760, the cost of 

thirty square feet of the new 

museum is covered.  There will be 

wall-mounted quills with the donor’s 

name for donations of $5,328 

(Bronze Quill), $8,880 (Silver Quill), 

and $17,760 (Gold Quill).  A 

streamer for an SAR chapter is 

available for a donation of $592. 

 The Trustees approved the 

SolidLight Final Plan for the Museum 

Leadership Meeting 



LeadershipMeeting 
Louisville, Kentucky 

DEREK AND JANET BROWN ON CARIBBEAN NIGHT 

CALIFORNIANS IN LOUISVILLE 



DEREK BROWN, JANET BROWN & STEPHEN RENOUF 

JOHN DODD & STEPHEN RENOUF — MINUTEMAN CLASS OF 2016 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

MARCH 2016 

Deadline: 22 March 2016 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 26 March 2016 

 

Programme:  

Dr. James Russell, “Introduction to DNA Testing for Genealogy.”  Dr. James Russell will 
explain the usefulness of DNA and genetic evidence in supplementing traditional methods 
of genealogical documentation and research. He will detail the three basic types of tests, 
how and why you should take them.   Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON  

CHAPTER 
  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“We’re at war with the most dangerous enemy that 
has ever faced mankind in his long climb from the 
swamp to the stars . . . Well I think it’s time we ask 
ourselves if we still know the freedoms that were 
intended for us by the Founding Fathers.” 
                  — Ronald Reagan, 1964 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  http://www.tjsar.org/minman.htm 



SAR 1776 Campaign 

Advancing America’s Heritage 
Please Help us Finish Construction of Our Visionary  Outreach Education Center, Museum Exhibits  

and National Headquarters 

 The SAR 1776 Campaign recognizes donations in the amount of $1,776 and fractions or 

multiples thereof.  Based on the cost of museum exhibits of the type we are building at about $600 

per square foot, a donation of $1,776 will build approximately three square feet.  Donation 

recognitions start at $25 for our car or refrigerator magnet. 

 The Sons of the American Revolution Society has a story to tell, and your continued support 

will allow us to champion our rich heritage for all to hear and see. 
 

             Donation Recognition Levels  (Please Circle Category Desired): 

       

  

 

 
 

         $25       $148 Silver         $592                      $1,184                    $1,776 

Car/Refrigerator     $296 Gold  Delegate              Drafter                 Signer   

        Magnet              Sons of         Lapel  Pin             Lapel  Pin            Lapel Pin 

    Liberty Pin        1 sq.ft.                    2 sq.ft.                 3 sq.ft.    
 

             Wall -Mounted Quills will Recognize Donations at the levels of:  

        $5,328                 $8,880                    $17,760 

  Bronze Quill         Silver Quill            Gold Quill 
 

           Streamers:  $592 for Chapter Societies,  $1,184 for State Societies  
 

                                     Total Donation  Amount: __________________ 

Name: __________________________________National SAR Number:  ___________________ 

Current Address ___________________________________, City _______________, State _____ 

Zip ____________ , telephone: ____________________, email: ______________________________  
The SAR Foundation, Inc. is recognized by the IRS as a 501 c3 non-profit organization.  All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  
 

Please make checks payable to: 

The SAR Foundation, Inc.  809 West Main Street, Louisville, KY 40202-2619 
 

For Credit Card Donations: 
Please Indicate:   ____ Master Card,   ____ Visa,   ____ Discover,   ____ AMEX,   ________________ Other 

Amount: $__________  Name on Card: _______________________, Credit Card # _____________________ 

Card Expiration Date: ___________ Signature: ___________________________, Date _______________ 
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