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I  want to thank everyone who 

attended this last meeting – I 

thought all went very well.  We prayed 

for the members who were unable to 

attend.  I was very thankful to be able to 

participate in the last meeting, but I had 

to leave early to attend the 40th 

anniversary of the Contra Costa Chinese 

School that meets at Diablo Valley 

College in Pleasant Hill.  I also volunteer 

and work with the PR Department.   

Thank you once again Vice 

President Hazlak for helping close the 

meeting for me.  It was great to have our 

Past President Derek Brown assist Chief 

Chris Wenzel of the Clayton Police 

Department in presenting the SAR Law 

Enforcement Commendation Medal for 

dedicated service to Reserve Officer Russ 

Eddy of the Clayton Police Department.  I 

want to personally thank our speaker, 

Captain Bob Steuben, a Navy Veteran.  

Thank you for your service, and for taking 

the time to come and let us know about 

how your name came to be, and how the 

change came about.   

We are still looking for members 

to let us know if they are willing to talk 

about their Patriot Ancestor, and a little 

about themselves.  Please contact me if 

you would like to participate.  I look 

forward to seeing you all at the next 

meeting.   

NOTE: The Young Eagles Program 

will be flying again on May 21, 2016, at 

the Concord Airport through September 

(except July).  It is the 3rd Saturday of 

President’s Notes 
Chief Chris Wenzel, Officer Russ Eddy, and Past President Derek Brown 



 6 years as a reserve officer in Walnut 

Creek.  During that time he has 

dedicated himself to work 

approximately two days a week, 8 

hours a day, for almost 16 years.  

That amount of time equates to 

approximately 19.2 full time weeks a 

year, which also equates to almost 6 

years of full time work.  Besides 

regular patrol duties, Reserve Officer 

Eddy works the special events for 

the City of Clayton: Wine and Arts 

Festival, Oktoberfest, and any other 

community involved events 

presented to him, along with being 

called in on special assignments.  His 

dedication goes beyond the call of 

duty, not only volunteering himself, 

but also staying certified with all the 

mandated law enforcement courses 

that a paid sworn officer must 

receive to remain certified in his 

position.   His dedication to duty and 

willingness to volunteer is so 

uncommon, especially since so much 

undeserved negativity is focused 

upon law enforcement by the 

media.  He is well liked, respected 

and appreciated by all the staff at 

the Police Department.  He is a 

person who truly understands what 

it means to be involved and 

dedicated to helping others, all 

while being a volunteer. Reserve 

Officer Eddy is truly an asset to the 

Clayton Police Department.  Awards 

Chairman Derek Brown presented 

Reserve Officer Russ Eddy with the 

SAR Law Enforcement 

Commendation Medal for his 

dedicated service to the community 

of Clayton.   

President Tucker introduced 

Compatriot Bob Steuben, who 

explained the origin of his surname.  

Compatriot Steuben’s ancestor, 

each month, and starts at 0900, but 

to get early flights come at 0630.  

The ages for the program are from 8 

to 17, and they must have a parent 

sign in for them.  This program is put 

on by our local Chapter EAA 393.  

The web site is EAA393.org, go to 

the top, and click “Young Eagles.”  

For more information, Contact 

Stephen Tucker at 925-586-5977.  

The address for the event is 200 

Sally Ride Drive, Concord Airport 

Club House. 

  — Stephen Tucker, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 22 members 

and guests at its April 30, 2016, 

regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  

President Stephen Tucker called the 

meeting to order, and introduced 

guests present – Clayton Police Chief 

Chris Wenzel, and Clayton Police 

Officer Russ Eddy and his wife 

Virginia.  The DAR guests introduced 

themselves.  Chaplain Doolin passed 

around a card for Compatriot Fred 

Barnes. 

Following lunch, President 

Tucker called upon Awards 

Chairman Derek Brown to introduce 

Chief Chris Wenzel of the Clayton 

Police Department.  Chief Wenzel 

introduced Reserve Officer Russ 

Eddy of the Clayton Police 

Department.  Russ Eddy is a Level 1 

reserve officer, which means he is 

required to attend as many hours of 

training as a regular police officer.  

Reserve Officer Eddy began working 

in Clayton in 2000, after working for 
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Jonathan Arnold, served in the 

American Revolution under Friedrich 

Wilhelm, Freiherr von Steuben, a 

former Prussian military officer.  Von 

Steuben was born in 1730 in the 

Duchy of Magdeburg.  He joined the 

Prussian Army at age 16, and he 

learned French.  He later became 

aide-de-camp to King Frederick the 

Great of Prussia.  In 1761, 

Lieutenant von Steuben was 

captured by the Russians, and he 

learned the Russian language.  Upon 

his release, he was promoted to 

Captain at age 31.  He fell out of 

favor, and was discharged from the 

Prussian Army following downsizing 

after the Seven Years’ War.  He was 

introduced to Benjamin Franklin in 

Paris, who recruited him for 

American service.  Von Steuben 

came to America, and arrived at 

Valley Forge in 1778, and was 

members in attendance introduce 

themselves and their patriot 

ancestors.   

 Derek Brown gave a brief 

report on the SAR youth programs – 

two silver ROTC awards have been 

presented at UC Berkeley (AFROTC 

and NROTC); three NSCC/NLCC 

Bronze Good Citizenship medals 

have been presented; and three 

Bronze JROTC awards have been 

presented (Jesse Bethel High School 

NROTC, Fairfield High School 

AFJROTC, Heritage High School 

AFJROTC). Upcoming JROTC/ROTC 

awards will be presented at Skyline 

High School, Mt Diablo High School, 

Encinal High School, Olympic High 

School, and UC Berkeley Army ROTC.  

We have added two new high 

schools this year for JROTC (Heritage 

High School and Fairfield High 

School).  Ten Eagle certificates have 

been awarded this year so far.  Vice 

President Hazlak announced the 

next meeting would be on May 21, 

2016 at the Old Spaghetti Factory, 

and he adjourned the meeting.  

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

T he 141st CASSAR Annual 

Meeting was hosted by the 

Gold County Chapter at the 

Sacramento Embassy Suites Hotel in 

Sacramento, California, on April 15-

16, 2016.  The Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter was represented by Past 

President Derek Brown and Janet, 

Secretary Stephen Renouf and Joy, 

and Registrar Don Gurley.   

On Friday morning, 

President Kent Gregory convened 

the CASSAR Annual Meeting.  Vice 

President North Derek Brown 

reported that he is working with the 

appointed inspector general by 

General Washington.  Von Steuben 

was promoted to major general, and 

took over the training of the 

Continental Army.  He wrote the 

regulations for American troops – 

the Blue Book of Regulations. It 

served as the official guide of the US 

military until 1812.  He served in the 

battles of Monmouth, Blandford and 

Yorktown.  After the war, von 

Steuben became a US citizen, and 

lived in New York until his death in 

1794. 

 Compatriot Bob Steuben’s 

ancestor, Jonathan Arnold, was born 

in 1757, and joined the Continental 

Army in 1777.  He wintered at Valley 

Forge, and served in the Battle of 

Monmouth.  He was promoted to 

sergeant, and served under the 

Marquis de Lafayette.  Arnold was 

discharged in 1783.  In a meeting 

with von Steuben in 1783, the 

general noted that Jonathan bore 

the surname of the infamous 

Benedict Arnold.  So Jonathan 

resolved to change his surname to 

Steuben in honor of the famous von 

Steuben, and the order changing his 

name was signed by Governor 

Martin Van Buren.  Jonathan had 

eleven children, and named one 

Frederick William Steuben after 

General von Steuben.  Von Steuben 

bequeathed land to his namesake 

when he reached the age of 21.   

 President Tucker had to 

leave the meeting early, so Vice 

President Stan Hazlak presented the 

SAR Certificate of Appreciation to 

Bob Steuben for his presentation.  

Vice President Hazlak had the SAR 

CASSAR Meeting 

Compatriot Bob Steuben speaks 
about his surname 



smaller chapters in the North on 

meetings and membership growth.  

Secretary Doug Bergthold reported 

we have admitted our 10,079th 

member, and we currently have 

1,652 active members.  California 

Trustee Jim Faulkinbury encouraged 

all members to register for the new 

SAR website.  Members have access 

to the new application system, and 

membership information.  He has 

created a basic instruction manual 

with screen shots for anyone who is 

interested.     

Ron Barker reported that 

Jim Fosdyck would be chairing the 

California Compatriot Committee, so 

submit any articles to him.  If you 

have chapter members who want a 

printed edition of the California 

Compatriot, they need to pay a $5 

subscription fee to the state 

secretary.  Congress Planning 

Committee Chairman John Dodd 

reported that the 2019 SAR Annual 

Congress will be held in Costa Mesa 

at the Hilton Orange County Hotel.  

The host society reception will be a 

harbor cruise, and possible tours 

include the Nixon Library, the Queen 

Mary and Mission San Juan 

Capistrano.  There may be a post 

congress tour of the Reagan Library.  

President General Tom Lawrence 

addressed the meeting, and 

discussed the exciting developments 

in the National Society, as well as 

events upcoming for the Boston 

Congress in July.  Youth Activities 

Chairman Derek Brown reported on 

the new requirement for chapters to 

have all members who have contact 

with youth contestants to first 

complete the Boy Scouts of America 

Youth Protection Training.  The 

program does not take long to 

Chapter.  Compatriot Don Gurley 

sang a memorial song, and 

Compatriot James Beatty and 

Elizabeth Strum provided music.  

Commander James Fosdyck 

led the California Society Color 

Guard, which included Secretary 

Renouf.  The halberd was passed 

from outgoing Commander Fosdyck 

to new Commander Mark Kramer.  

President Gregory presented Jim 

Fosdyck with the CASSAR Gold Von 

Steuben Medal. The California 

Society Color Guard conducted the 

change of command ceremony.  The 

Best Chapter Awards were 

announced by Chairman Phil 

Hinshaw, and presented by 

President Gregory.  In the Very-

Large Chapter Category, Thomas 

Jefferson won for most chapter 

programs.  President Gregory 

presented SAR Certificates of 

Appreciation to the Ladies Auxiliary 

Officers, including Janet Brown of 

the Thomas Jefferson Chapter. 

 President Gregory presented 

the Daughters of Liberty Medal to 

Janet Brown.  She re-started the 

Ladies Auxiliary program in the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter in 2010, 

has served as its President, and has 

led efforts to raise over $1,500 for 

SAR youth contest prizes.  She has 

accompanied her husband visiting 

other chapters, distributed Ladies 

Auxiliary materials, and encouraged 

ladies in those chapters to join and 

participate in their chapter Ladies 

Auxiliaries.  National Society 

President General Tom Lawrence 

installed the California Society 

officers, including Vice President 

North Derek Brown.  President 

General Lawrence presented the 

gavel to new President Ron Barker.   

complete, and provides guidelines to 

protect youth from abuse AND 

adults from litigation.  Once the 

course is completed, the certificate 

should be forwarded to Chairman 

Brown.  

On Saturday morning, the 

audit committee met, led by 

Chairman Ron Barker, and included 

Vice President North Derek Brown, 

and CASSAR Invested Funds Trustee 

Chairman Stephen Renouf.  While 

the audit committee met, President 

Gregory reconvened the annual 

meeting, and discussed upcoming 

state and national meetings.  The 

SAR Annual Conference on the 

American Revolution will be held in 

Pasadena, California, on June 10-11, 

2016.  The SAR Annual Congress will 

be held in Boston, Massachusetts, 

on July 8-13, 2016.  The CASSAR Fall 

Board of Managers Meeting will be 

held at the Hilton San Francisco 

Airport Waterfront Hotel in 

Burlingame on November 4-5, 2016.  

Nominating Committee Chairman 

Jim Faulkinbury presented the slate 

of officers recommended by the 

nominating committee, and they 

were elected unanimously.  Jim 

Faulkinbury was nominated for 

NSSAR Vice President General of the 

Western District.    

The CASSAR Memorial 

Service was held honoring the 

memory of the CASSAR compatriots 

who passed away in the previous 

year.  Secretary Stephen Renouf 

spoke in remembrance of Sid 

Kennedy, past president of the 

Oakland Chapter, and longtime 

member of the Thomas Jefferson 



California Annual Meeting 
Sacramento, California 

PRESIDENT GENERAL LAWRENCE WITH CASSAR COLOR GUARD 

PAT EVERETTE AND OLIVER EVERETTE AFTER MEMORIAL SERVICE 



JANET BROWN RECEIVES DAUGHTERS OF LIBERTY MEDAL FROM PRESIDENT KENT GREGORY 

DON GURLEY RECEIVES CERTIFICATE FOR THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER IN BEST CHAPTER CONTEST 



                       Questions?    Contact Don Gurley at Registrar@TJSAR.org 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Registrar Don Gurley, 2921 Encina Camino, Walnut Creek, CA  94598-3503 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

             

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

MAY 2016 

Deadline: 17 May 2016 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 21 May 2016 

 

Programme:  

Dr. James Russell, “Introduction to DNA Testing for Genealogy,” PART 2.  Dr. James Russell 
will return to complete his program on the usefulness of DNA and genetic evidence in 
supplementing traditional methods of genealogical documentation and research. He will 
review autosomal DNA tests, and how they can be used for Genealogy.   Come join us for a 
great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 



Stephen A. Tucker 
President 

 

Stephen R. Renouf 
Secretary 

 

William Rood 
Treasurer 

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

MINUTEMAN 
Stephen R. Renouf, Editor 

16123 Paseo del Campo 

San Lorenzo, CA  94580-2311 

 

 

THOMAS JEFFERSON  

CHAPTER 
  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“Police states are not secure; their history is marked by successive 
purges, and growing concentration camps, as their governments 
strike out blindly in fear of violent revolt. Once a government is 
committed to the principle of silencing the voice of opposition, it has 
only one way to go, and that is down the path of increasingly 
repressive measures, until it becomes a source of terror to all its 
citizens and creates a country where everyone lives in fear.”   

— President Harry S. Truman, 1950 
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