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Knock —Knock
Who’s there?
(Blank space)

(Blank space)

Without a response there is no joke.

When we ask for volunteers and
there is no response, there is a
danger that there will be no chapter
activities. | know many members have
been active for years, and have served in
prior years; maybe it is time to recycle.

This year, our meetings have
been moved to the back of the Old

Robert Steuben, Dr. Robert Middlekauff, and Stephen Renouf

Spaghetti Factory because we were
bumped by a larger group. If we cannot
provide larger attendance, this will be a
continuing problem for future meetings.
The chapter has a small core of dedicated
members that have been attending
regularly. We need to have more
members to take the time to attend the
meetings.

The speaker for our May 12, 2017
meeting will be Howard Jones. The topic
for his presentation will be: John Paul
Jones — An American Hero. The
presentation is about the heroics of John
Paul Jones, who took the fight for
American independence to the British
Isles during the Revolutionary War. This
should be a very interesting story. Do not
miss it!

— Timothy Ernst, President
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Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
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Stephen A. Tucker, Past President
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The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

/ | ‘he Thomas Jefferson /
Chapter had 18 members A

and guests at its April 22, 2017
regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti
California.
called the
After opening

Factory in Concord,
President Tim Ernst
meeting to order.
ceremonies, President Ernst
introduced CASSAR Executive Vice
President Derek Brown, Past Vice
Presidents General Stephen Renouf
and Robert Ebert, DAR member Kay
Ernst, and guest speaker, Dr. Robert
L. Middlekauff.

Following lunch, President
Tim Ernst introduced our guest
speaker, Dr. Robert L. Middlekauff,
at UC
Berkeley, and author of The Glorious

former history professor
Cause: The American Revolution,
1763-1789 (part of the Oxford
History of the United States). Dr.
Middlekauff presented a program at
the chapter’s April Meeting entitled
“Reflections on a  Surprising
Revolution.”

Dr. Middlekauff told the
story of James Mease, a Philadelphia
merchant who was appointed as
Clothier General to the Continental
Army. General Mease provisioned a
Pennsylvania regiment with red
The soldiers dyed the
uniforms black, but they were not

uniforms.

very popular. General George
Washington did not believe that
Mease was competent, and tried to
get him dismissed.

The American Revolution
was a surprising revolution to 18th

century observers. Although it

seems to have been inevitable,
perhaps it could have been avoided
in a similar fashion as Canada and
the British Commonwealth. One of
the surprising aspects of the
American Revolution was that most
revolutions (for example, the French
and the

destroyed the

Russian  Revolutions)
leaders of the
revolution and devastated their
countries; however, the American
in the

war, and succeeded in establishing a

revolutionaries succeeded
lasting government. The results of
the revolution was a surprising new
system of government unknown in
the world. Many of the leaders of
the revolution provided the
leadership for the new republic.

The Americans fought in a
surprising way. General George
Washington was well-versed in
European military history, military
He decided
that the American Army could not
defeat the British Army

conventional tactics. The revolution

manuals, and tactics.

using

would be fought in the name of
personal liberty, political liberty, and
opposition to the
The British
fought the war in an old and clumsy
they
mobilization until after the war was

equality in
authoritarian British.

fashion, and avoided

underway. The normal political

solution (subjugation) was not
appropriate to the crisis in British
America. The Thirteen Colonies
were different from other British
colonies in that they were largely
British in origin, culture, politics,
Most

people

language, and economy.

revolutions were native

against foreign overlords, whereas
the American Revolution was a
revolution

by European people
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against a European Power. The
Founding Fathers established a set
of state constitutions and a national
constitution, creating a federal
system with sovereignty divided into
state and national levels of power.
Political theory up to the American
Revolution was that sovereignty
could not be divided. The federal
system had most functions provided
by states and

functions of national

localities, and
importance
provided by the national
government. This was a system that

has worked well for over 200 years.

By 1787, the American
Revolutionary leaders were
experienced politicians, military

strategists, and statesmen who

knew European politics. The
creation of the federal constitution
completed the American Revolution
in 1787.
friend, Elizabeth Powell, famously
“Well,

doctor, what have we got, a republic

General Washington’s

asked Benjamin Franklin,

or a monarchy?” Benjamin Franklin

responded, “A republic, madam, if
you can keep it.”
Dr. Middlekauff stated that
the American Army fought with a
different style, commitment, and
spirit than the British Regular Army.
Before the Battle of Yorktown,
General Washington always entered
battles at a disadvantage. The
Americans relied heavily on militias,
which caused problems for General
Militias had short
periods and poor
training, and American individualism

Washington.
enlistment
led to contempt for authority.
Militias were not as reliable as
regular troops, and they had a
propensity for running. There were
exceptions to this rule, but
Washington often complained about
the militias. Washington sought to
extend the enlistments, so the
soldiers could build up experience.

He also sought to eliminate the

Professor Robert Middlekauff and Robert Steuben

substitute system, and enlistment
bonuses that were resulting in poor
candidates. Washington learned a
lot as the war progressed, and he
was able to mold a serious military
force.

Professor Middlekauff was
asked how long it took to write his
book on the American Revolution.
He said that he started in 1972,
writing at night, on weekends, and
on a year-long sabbatical. A lot of
the material that he taught was
incorporated into the book, which
was first published in 1982.

President Tim Ernst
presented the SAR Certificate of
Appreciation to Professor Robert L.
Middlekauff for his
presentation.

informative

Compatriot Robert Steuben
noted that Professor Middlekauff
served in the US Marine Corps for
three years. Registrar Don Gurley
announced that the chapter has one
application at national, and two
more to be submitted soon. We
already have two new members for
2017. He stated that he has been
getting potential applicants from
compatriots, and from the state
society. He recommended that
compatriots carry an SAR worksheet
with them in case they come across
potential members.

Registrar Don Gurley made a
plea for compatriots to volunteer to
help the chapter by serving as an
officer, committee chairman, or in
any other capacity. There are only a
few members who do all the work
for the chapter. The chapter cannot
continue to function if new
volunteers are not found to help
with the workload. Please consider

helping the chapter. It does not

MAY 2017
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require a significant investment in
time.

Chapter Awards Chairman
Derek Brown announced that he
continues to make ROTC and Naval
Sea Cadet presentations, and that he
has presented 25 Eagle Scout
certificates and 25 SAR Flag
Certificates to date. Let him know if
there is anyone or any organization
you know who properly displays the
American Flag, and we can arrange
for a certificate presentation. Derek
Brown said he needs help making
the awards presentations due to his
with  the
California Society, so let Derek know

new responsibilities
if you can help.

The  Thomas
Chapter will be hosting the April
2018 CASSAR Meeting, where Derek
Brown will be installed as CASSAR
president.

Jefferson

We are looking for
volunteers to help with meeting
hospitality,

registration, youth programs, and

planning, decorations,

other activities. Please contact
Derek Brown if you can help.
CASSAR
President Derek Brown is now the
editor of the CASSAR newsletter, the
California

Executive Vice

Compatriot, and he
encouraged all compatriots to
submit material to him for the
newsletter.

President Ernst announced
that he represented the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter at the April 2017
CASSAR Annual Meeting. He said it
was disappointing that we have 112
members in our chapter, but very
little attendance at state meetings.
He  encouraged our
attend

meetings, to meet compatriots from

chapter

compatriots  to state

around the state, and to learn of

state and national programs. We
need help getting contestants for
the SAR youth contests.
how many California SAR chapters

He saw

had great contestants, and would
like to see our chapter work to get
contestants to compete at the state
and national levels. We are a very
large chapter, and we need to be
more active at the state level.

The next chapter meeting
will be held on May 20, 2017 at the
Old Spaghetti
feature Howard Jones, past national
commander of the Military Order of
the Stars & Bars, and past president
of the Silicon Valley Chapter, SAR.
Compatriot Jones will

Factory, and will

present a
program on Revolutionary War hero
John Paul Jones. We need to have a
large turnout so we can keep our

usual meeting room at the Old
Spaghetti Factory.

President Ernst adjourned
the meeting. Registrar Don Gurley
led the compatriots and guests in
the singing of God Bless America.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

The Orange County Chapter
hosted the 142nd Annual
CASSAR Meeting at the Wyndham
Hotel in Irvine on April 7-8, 2017.
Elections were held for
CASSAR officers for 2017. Our friend
James Fosdyck was elected CASSAR
President, Derek Brown was elected
as CASSAR Executive Vice President

(President-Elect), and
Stephen Renouf was elected to a

Secretary

three year term as a trustee of the
CASSAR Invested Funds.

Derek Brown received the
SAR Silver Roger Sherman Medal.

Speaker Robert Middlekauff and Compatriot Ralph Dean discuss their
service in the United States Marine Corps
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CASSAR VICE PRESIDENT NORTH DEREK BROWN EMCEES THE SATURDAY BANQUET
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DEREK BROWN RECEIVES THE SAR SILVER ROGER SHERMAN MEDAL
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, 20 May 2017

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

};}\" (A e
11:30AM—Pre-Meeting >:‘* F Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social E;E 2

Howard Jones. Compatriot Howard Jones will present a program entitled, “John Paul
Jones — An American Hero.” The presentation is about the heroics of John Paul Jones, who
took the fight for American independence to the British Isles during the Revolutionary War.
The epic battle between the American Ship, Bonhomme Richard, and the British
ship, Serapis, is legendary in naval history. His ultimate victory became the basis for the

creation of a United States Naval Academy and a world-power American Navy.

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Soltuccine AN fredo, (Gickern Sawmigiana; ov LBaked Lasagna
20 per person

Deadline: 16 May 2017 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna
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* An honorable Peace ic and alwaye wae my

firet wich! | can take no delight in the
offucion of human Blood; but, if thic War
chould continue, | wich to have the moct
active part in it.”

— John Paul Jones, 17572.
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