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G reetings compatriots!  It was 

a refreshing change to look 

back at some of the history of the chapter 

at our September meeting.  I particularly 

noted Stephen Renouf relating the 

problem the chapter had placing its 

meeting notice in the Oakland Tribune 

during the Sixties.  It seems the editorial 

staff was reluctant to place the notice 

because the word “Revolution” was in 

the chapter’s name.  It apparently made 

them nervous given the political climate 

at the time.  I wonder how our 

“Revolutionary” forefathers would react 

to the current political climate.   

The chapter is very much in need 

of members to step forward to volunteer 

for some of the essential functions of the 

chapter.  In particular, we need an 

Awards chairman.  It is proper to 

recognize our members for their 

participation and the community for their 

efforts in promoting the SAR ideals.  We 

have been very fortunate that there has 

been a cadre of members that have been 

performing essential functions. 

The chapter quilt patch is on its 

way to the Auxiliary members who are 

putting together the California State 

Ladies Auxiliary Quilt – one patch from 

each chapter in the state.  The quilt is due 

to be finished for the November CASSAR 

meeting. 
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 Francisco homicide inspector, and 

the work is mostly set in San 

Francisco. 

 Dennis Koller attended St. 

Mary’s College, and became a high 

school teacher in Berkeley.  He was 

a football coach, and a baseball and 

track assistant coach.  He taught at a 

college in Southern California for 

eight years, and then went into 

college administration – becoming a 

development officer (fund raiser) – 

for thirteen years.  His last teaching 

position was at Charles R. Drew 

University, a historically black 

medical school in Los Angeles.  

 In 2008, Dennis returned to 

the Bay Area, and became the 

executive director of the Liberty Ship 

SS Jeremiah O’Brien.  He noted the 

ship was named after Revolutionary 

War Patriot Jeremiah O’Brien, the 

commander of the sloop Unity, 

which captured the British schooner 

HMS Margaretta in the Battle of 

Machias, the first naval battle in the 

Revolution.  Dennis started on his 

novel, but did not have much time 

to work on it, so he only made slow 

progress.  In 2012, Dennis jumped 

ship, and left the SS Jeremiah 

O’Brien to work on the novel full 

time.  In 2013, he completed his first 

novel, The Oath, and created Pen 

Books to publish his books. 

 On the subject of books, 

Dennis noted that book publishing 

was historically a monopoly that was 

very author-unfriendly.  For most of 

the 20th century, the book 

monopoly of about 50 companies 

(mostly in New York) controlled 

what people could read.  Authors 

needed to have an agent to have 

any chance of being published.  For 

example, in 1999 there were about 

With all the disasters that 

are being thrown our way, I thought 

it would be beneficial to learn about 

the American Red Cross.  This 

organization is one of the support 

organizations providing needed 

assistance when a disaster strikes.  

Irving Lee and Eva Marquez will be 

our speakers at the October 

meeting, and provide information 

on the services of the American Red 

Cross.  Eva is currently deployed to 

Corpus Christi, Texas, and may be 

able to relate some firsthand 

experience.    

— Timothy Ernst, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 34 members 

and guests at its September 23, 

2017 regular meeting at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.  President Tim Ernst 

called the meeting to order.  After 

opening ceremonies, President Ernst 

introduced guest speaker, Dennis 

Koller, and his wife Sarah Koller.  We 

had three new members present, 

Brian Pepper, Edward Rosenbaum, 

and Richard Van Dyke, and four 

prospective members, Greg 

LaFramboise, Steven Main, Kevin 

Mowrey, and Martin Myer.   

 Following lunch, President 

Tim Ernst introduced our guest 

speaker, author Dennis Koller.  We 

were the second SAR group he has 

addressed – he spoke at the San 

Francisco Chapter last year.  Dennis 

was born and raised in San 

Francisco.  The protagonist in his 

novels, Tom McGuire, is a San 
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24 million manuscripts produced, 

about 500,000 books had an agent, 

and only 250,000 books were 

actually published.  Fortunately, all 

this has changed.  In 2014, there 

were 15 million books published.  

Anyone can publish a book thanks to 

Amazon, which saw book publishing 

as a commodity.  It is now a very 

author-friendly world.  With e-

Readers, it costs nothing to publish 

and distribute books.  There is also a 

print-on-demand service for those 

who want a hardcopy of the book.  

There is no inventory, and the book 

can be ordered, printed, shipped, 

and received in a few days.  For 

consumers, there is a ridiculous 

number of books available, and it is 

hard for an author to differentiate 

himself from other authors.   

 In 2014, Dennis’ wife put his 

book, The Oath, on e-books.  It was 

not really marketed, but it slowly got 

recognition, and he did a hardcover 

edition in 2016.  He got a following 

of military people, and especially 

Vietnam veterans.  The story 

revolves around the Vietnam War, 

and the oath that the military takes 

to fight against all enemies, foreign 

and domestic.  With Ken Burns’ new 

not legal.  So the book explores the 

dilemma of whether the ends justify 

the means.   

 Dennis Koller’s latest book, 

The Custer Conspiracy, came to him 

after visiting the battlefield in 

Montana where Custer met his fate.  

The battle lasted 20 minutes, and 

they were all killed.  Custer did 

everything correctly, but he was 

outgunned 13 to 1, so he just had no 

chance to win.  Dennis saw a copy of 

the New York Life Insurance Policy 

issued on George Custer and four 

other generals for $500,000 in a 

glass case at the battlefield 

museum.  The Custer Conspiracy 

revolves around who benefited from 

the battle.  The historic battle took 

place on June 25, 1876 – a few days 

before the Centennial of the 

Declaration of Independence.  The 

news of Custer’s defeat and death 

did not reach the east coast until 

July 5, 1876.  The citizens of America 

demanded that the government re-

arm the US Army, which was at a 

dangerously low level following the 

end of the War Between the States.  

The war had brought on financial 

pressures on the country, and the 

discovery of gold in the Black Hills 

had saved the country from financial 

ruin.  The Army was rebuilt, and they 

went after the Indians.  In two years, 

the Indians of the West were either 

dead or in a reservation.  This 

opened up vast lands for settlement, 

and a migration to the West.  The 

novel examines who profited from 

the war, and how this applies to 

2017.   

 President Tim Ernst 

presented Dennis Koller with the 

SAR Certificate of Appreciation for 

his interesting talk. 

series, the Vietnam War is back in 

the news.  Dennis is now getting 

requests for interviews about his 

novel.  Ken Burns asks the question 

how the war affected America, while 

Dennis’ novel is about how the war 

affected two pilots.  They were 

POWs at the infamous Hanoi Hilton, 

and were brothers-in-arms surviving 

the brutal torture of the North 

Vietnamese.  They have a deadly 

meeting 40 years later over the 

meaning of the oath they took.  The 

book tells the story of what is a 

domestic enemy.  One reviewer 

stated that if you do NOT appreciate 

Hanoi Jane Fonda’s visit to Vietnam, 

you will LOVE the book. 

 Dennis Koller’s second book, 

Kissed by Snow, tells the story of the 

drug epidemic that destroyed the 

black community in Los Angeles.  

Dennis saw the effects of the drug 

epidemic in Berkeley in the mid-

1970’s.  He was deeply saddened at 

how the drugs changed the behavior 

of the kids.  The book offers a way to 

win the war on drugs.  They solved 

the problem, but the methods were 

New Members Brian Pepper, Richard Van Dyke & Edward Rosenbaum 



 Derek Brown inducted new 

chapter members Brian Pepper, 

Edward Rosenbaum, and Richard 

Van Dyke into the Sons of the 

American Revolution.  Brian Pepper 

descends from Private James 

Strickland (c.1759-1837) of the 

Massachusetts Militia.  James 

Strickland and his wife Naomi 

received a pension for his service 

during the Revolutionary War.  

Edward Rosenbaum descends from 

Major John Medearis (1744-1834) of 

the North Carolina Militia.  John 

Medearis is buried at the McAddams 

Farm in Lewisburg, Tennessee.  

Richard Van Dyke descends from 

Aaron Foote (1738-1822) who 

performed patriotic service in 

Connecticut, serving on the 

committee of inspection and the 

school committee; and serving as 

surveyor of highways, and fence 

viewer.  Vice President Stan Hazlak 

and Compatriot Hal Strunk pinned 

the rosettes on our new members. 

 President Ernst displayed 

the chapter quilt square for the 

CASSAR Quilt.  The quilt square has 

three dates.  In 1925, the chapter 

was founded as the Alameda County 

Chapter in Oakland, California.  In 

1958, the chapter was reorganized 

as the Oakland Chapter.  Since the 

chapter grew to include Contra 

content/uploads/YouthPrograms 

Summary.pdf).   

 President Ernst adjourned 

the meeting, and led the singing of 

God Bless America.  

 — Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

W e regret 

to report 

the passing of 

former Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter 

Compatriot Dale 

Ray Anderson.  He 

passed away on 

August 31, 2017. 

He was born to Ernest 

Pardini and Ruth Renick and in 1926 

in Santa Rosa, California, and was 

adopted by his Uncle Charles 

Anderson and Aunt Clarice Renick.   

Dale Anderson served in the 

US Navy during World War II.  He 

served on the light cruiser USS Biloxi 

(CL-80) in the Pacific Theater from 

June to November 1945.   He served 

on the repair ship USS Vulcan (AR-5) 

from November 1945 to June 1946 

supporting the occupation of Japan.  

Following the war, Dale Anderson 

became a wine maker. 

 Dale Anderson joined the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter SAR in 

July 2000 on the service of his 

Revolutionary War patriot ancestor, 

Private Jacob Wimmer (1762-1860), 

who served as a drummer boy in the 

New Jersey Militia.  Compatriot 

Anderson was proud to be a 

member of the Sons of the American 

Revolution, and he will be missed.  

 We send our heartfelt 

condolences to his son, our 

Compatriot Norman D. Anderson, 

and his family.  

Costa County, the chapter was 

renamed in 1992 as the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter.   

 CASSAR Executive VP Derek 

Brown spoke about the upcoming 

CASSAR Annual Meeting on April 19-

21, 2018, hosted by the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter at the Concord 

Hilton.  He encouraged all members 

to attend, and stated that we need 

to have volunteers to help with the 

arrangements.  Please contact Derek 

if you are able to help.  We really 

need members to step up and help 

support the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter.  There will be a Ladies 

Auxiliary Tour on Friday – it will be 

their 35th anniversary meeting.  As 

Executive Vice President, Derek 

Brown serves as the editor of the 

California Compatriot Newsletter.  If 

you have any chapter news, please 

send to Derek.  Current and past 

editions of the newsletter are 

available on the California Society 

Website (www.CaliforniaSAR.org).  If 

you would like a hardcopy mailed to 

you, the rate is $10, which should be 

included with your dues payment. 

 President Ernst noted that 

the nominating committee is looking 

for chapter officers for 2018.  If you 

are willing to serve, please contact 

him.  The past and present officers 

would be happy to mentor anyone 

willing to serve as an officer.  Vice 

President Stan Hazlak noted that we 

are looking for contestants for the 

SAR Essay Contest – students in 

grades 9 through 12.  Information on 

the SAR Essay Contest and all other 

SAR contests can be found on the 

website (www.californiasar.org/wp-

Dale Anderson (1926-2017) 



                              Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:   Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA    94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

OCTOBER 2017 

Deadline: 24 October 2017 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 28 October 2017 

 

Programme:  

The American Red Cross.  Irving Lee and Eva Marquez from the American Red 
Cross will give us a report on the services provided by their organization.  Eva 
Marquez was deployed to Corpus Christi, Texas, and will be able to provide 
firsthand experience.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto: “In God is our trust.” 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 
 

— The Star Spangled Banner 
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