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W ell, I am about to embark 

on a trip to sunny Southern 

California, specifically Irvine.  I am making 

the trip to represent the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter at the CASSAR Fall 

Board of Managers Meeting (BOM).  This 

is my first time attending as an official 

representative, and I am looking forward 

to the experience. 

The chapter is still looking for 

members to step up and volunteer for 

various open positions.  When these 

positions are not filled, it makes things 

more difficult for those who do serve the 

chapter.  The chapter also loses 

opportunities to advance the principals of 

SAR.  Most of the jobs do not require a 

large commitment of time.  We have two 

applicants for the SAR Eagle Scout Award, 

but no Eagle Scout Committee chairman. 

The October meeting was low on 

attendance.  Many of the familiar 

regulars were missing.  I hope this was 

just an aberration, and not a trend.    

Our treasurer has had to deal 

with several bogus attempts to obtain 

money from the chapter till.  Fortunately, 

Bill Rood is on top of things, and the 

attempts were not successful.  A 

discussion with various state officers 

disclosed this is not a unique problem.  

Other SAR chapters have also had bogus 

requests.   
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 and volunteers can be sent 

anywhere on short notice.   

 The Red Cross has doctors 

and nurses at the shelters to 

evaluate the medical needs of 

disaster victims, provide medical 

services, and refer to counselors or 

long-term issues.  The Red Cross 

must accept pre-disaster homeless 

at their shelters. 

 Following the fires that 

broke out recently in California, the 

Red Cross was deluged with 15,000 

volunteers – which crashed their 

computer system.  All volunteers 

must apply individually, and undergo 

a background check since many 

work in shelters with vulnerable 

adults and children.  Once approved, 

there are various programs and 

services in which they can applied 

themselves: External Relations 

(building and maintaining 

relationships with outside volunteer 

groups, religious groups, 

governmental agencies, and 

businesses to facilitate the Red Cross 

in providing disaster relief), Mental 

Health Services (responding to 

psychological needs of disaster 

victims, clients and Red Cross 

workers), Medical Health Services 

(providing healthcare services and 

referrals to people affected by 

emergencies and disasters), Disaster 

Action Team (providing direct 

emergency relief services – shelter, 

food, and clothing – to people 

displaced by emergencies and 

disasters), Home Fire Preparedness 

Campaign (serving on home visit 

team to review fire prevention, 

providing guidance and installing fire 

alarms), Mass Care Coordinator 

(providing leadership to support 

food service and facilities at 

The November 18, 2017 

chapter meeting will feature a 

presentation on one of my favorite 

subjects – money.  A member of the 

Diablo Numismatic Society will 

provide information on this fun 

hobby.  Do not miss an opportunity 

to obtain information on those coins 

you have been setting aside!     

— Timothy Ernst, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 15 members 

and guests at its October 28, 2017 

regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  

President Tim Ernst called the 

meeting to order.  After opening 

ceremonies, President Ernst 

introduced CASSAR Executive Vice 

President Derek Brown, and past 

Vice Presidents General Bob Ebert 

and Stephen Renouf.  He also 

introduced our guest speaker, Irving 

Lee of the American Red Cross.  We 

had two prospective members 

present – Douglas Edmondo (and 

wife Yvonne), and Martin Myer.      

 Following lunch, President 

Ernst introduced our guest speaker, 

Irving Lee of the Volunteer and 

Youth Services Department at the 

American Red Cross.  His supervisor, 

Eva Marquez, was supposed to join 

us as well, but she is still deployed in 

Fairfield.  Recently, Irving met four 

Red Cross volunteers who were 

diverted from hurricane response in 

Florida to fire response in California.  

It shows how flexible the Red Cross 

needs to be in responding to 

unexpected emergencies – workers 
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shelters), and Transportation 

Specialist (providing transportation 

services for picking up and delivering 

blood products to the Red Cross and 

hospitals using Red Cross vehicles). 

  The Pillowcase Presenter 

Program, sponsored by Disney, 

developed out of the Hurricane 

Katrina Disaster.  Many college 

students used pillowcases to carry 

their possessions when they were 

evacuated.  Volunteers give a 

presentation to 3rd, 4th and 5th 

graders on emergency preparedness 

(home fire safety, local natural 

hazards, psychological coping skills, 

and household preparedness steps), 

and they provide pillowcases with 

Disney characters on them.  

Volunteers must be available during 

school hours, and serve for an 

average of four hours per week. 

 Irving Lee discussed home 

fire safety.  If you have a fire in your 

house, you should only fight it 

yourself if it is no larger than a small 

wastebasket.  If it is larger, you 

should get out of the house and call 

9-1-1.  When you leave the house, 

you should get away from the 

house, and be across the street from 

the house (since fire can easily 

spread to adjacent houses).  Families 

should have a plan for where to 

meet in an emergency situation – 

one local and one away from the 

house.  Families should also have a 

phone contact outside of the area 

for family members to contact after 

a disaster.  Also, when cellphones 

and landlines are down, you should 

send text messages.  Once the cell 

service is restored, the text message 

will go through.  Irving also 

discussed disaster preparedness.  

People need about one gallon of 

members are volunteering to keep 

the chapter running.  We are not 

able to participate in many of the 

SAR youth contests because we have 

no one to volunteer to run the 

program.  These programs do not 

require much time, and are only for 

part of the year.  Please consider 

helping the chapter by volunteering 

for an officer or committee position.   

President Tim Ernst adjourned the 

meeting, and Registrar Don Gurley 

led the compatriots and guests in 

the singing of God Bless America. 

 — Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

T he 142nd CASSAR Board of 

Managers Meeting was 

hosted by the Harbor Chapter at the 

Wyndham Hotel in Irvine, California, 

on April 2-4, 2017.   

 On Friday morning, 

President James Fosdyck convened 

the CASSAR Board of Managers 

Meeting.  Following opening 

ceremonies, the National Officers 

were introduced – Secretary General 

Warren Alter (AZ), Treasurer General 

Jack Manning (NH), Past President 

General Larry Magerkurth (CA), Past 

President General Joe Dooley (VA), 

Vice President General Kent Gregory 

(CA), and SAR Foundation Board 

Member John Dodd (CA).  The past 

state presidents were then 

introduced – Charles Lampman 

(2001-02), Rev. Dr. Stan DeLong 

(2003-04), Larry Magerkurth (2005-

06), Robert Ebert (2006-07), Karl 

Jacobs (2007-08), Stephen Renouf 

(2008-09), Rev. Lou Carlson (2009-

10), John Dodd (2011-12), Stephen 

Hurst (2013-14), Jim Faulkinbury 

(2014-15), Kent Gregory (2015-16), 

and Ronald Barker (2016-17).  

water per person per day, and 

should set aside 3-7 days’ worth of 

water, since it takes 3-7 days for 

emergency services to provide 

assistance to disaster victims.  If you 

have a hot water heater, you have 

about 40 gallons of water you can 

use.  A fire breaks out in the country 

every 8 minutes.  The Red Cross was 

chartered in Switzerland, and each 

country has their own group – the 

United States has the American Red 

Cross.  Muslim Countries have the 

Red Crescent, and Israel has the Red 

Crystal.  President Tim Ernst 

presented Irving Lee with the SAR 

Certificate of Appreciation for his 

informative presentation.     

 CASSAR Executive Vice 

President Derek Brown spoke about 

the upcoming CASSAR Annual 

Meeting on April 19-21, 2018 hosted 

by the Thomas Jefferson Chapter at 

the Concord Hilton.  The registration 

form is now available, and he 

encouraged all members to attend 

and support the chapter.  He also 

noted that he has the CASSAR 

Membership Medal and the 2019 

SAR Congress Medals available for 

purchase.  He noted that the 

CASSAR Board of Managers meeting 

will be held the following weekend 

in Irvine, California. 

 President Ernst announced 

that the Nominating Committee has 

selected the current officers for 

election in January 2018.  He would 

like a volunteer for president, so if 

you are interested, please contact 

him.  He noted that we have had 

very little response when asking for 

volunteers.  Only a few dedicated 

CASSAR Meeting 



 Past President General 

Dooley reported on the King’s 

College London Georgian Papers 

Project.  The SAR sponsors American 

scholars to go to King’s College to 

study the King George III Papers in 

order to get insight into the thinking 

of King George III during the 

American Revolution.  They have 

discovered an essay written by King 

George III entitled “America Is Lost,” 

which was written between the 

Victory at Yorktown in 1781 and the 

Treaty of Paris of 1783.  Vice 

President General Kent Gregory 

reported on the recent SAR 

Leadership Meeting in Louisville, 

Kentucky.  He noted the cutoff for 

application dues being applied to 

the following year was changed 

from November 1 to September 1.  

The National Society is exploring the 

possibility of placing a cell phone 

tower on the headquarters building 

to raise funds.  The contract with 

Blackstone for IT services was 

cancelled, and Protivity is 

conducting an audit of our IT needs. 

 Genealogist Terry Briggs 

reported that he was helping 

chapters in learning to use the new 

online application system.  He said 

25 of the 26 chapters are now using 

the system, which will soon become 

mandatory.  Secretary Anderson 

reported that CASSAR has added 

294 net members, and now has 

1,858 members.   

 The Nominating Committee 

(Ron Barker, Kent Gregory, Jim 

Faulkinbury, Steve Hurst, John Dodd, 

Lou Carlson, and Stephen Renouf) 

met in the Hospitality Room and 

reviewed candidates for vice 

president south.  Chairman Kent 

Gregory reported on the nominating 

Executive Vice President Derek 

Brown chaired the audit committee.  

Members included Tim Ernst and 

David Grinnell.  Guests included 

Treasurer Jim Klingler, and Invested 

Funds Trustee Chairman Stephen 

Renouf.  An audit of the books for 

January through September 2017 

was conducted, and all deposits and 

checks audited were produced.  

Treasurer Klingler was commended 

for the work he has done as 

treasurer.  

 On Saturday morning, the 

California Society meeting resumed.  

Candidates for national office 

delivered campaign speeches.  The 

California Society voted to endorse 

Warren Alter for president general, 

Jack Manning for secretary general, 

Davis Wright for treasurer general, 

Dick Bryant for chancellor general, 

Bruce Pickette for registrar general, 

Jim Faulkinbury for genealogist 

general, Doug Collins for librarian 

general, Dr. Darryl Addington for 

surgeon general, Sam Powell for SAR 

Foundation Board, and Mike Elston 

for SAR Foundation Board.  

Executive VP Derek Brown 

presented the 2018 CASSAR budget, 

which was approved by the Board of 

Managers.  Chairman Stephen 

Renouf and Trustees John Dodd and 

Kent Gregory presented the report 

of the Investment Funds Trustees.   

 In the evening was the 

Saturday Gala Banquet.  The guest 

speaker was Compatriot Ron Zell of 

the Santa Barbara Chapter, who 

spoke about the Remembering Our 

Fallen Program.  President Jim 

Fosdyck presented the Patriot Medal 

(the highest award that can be 

presented by the state society) to 

Gary Jensen.  

committee’s recommended slate of 

officers for the April 2018 elections: 

President Derek Brown, Executive 

Vice President Robert Taylor, Vice 

President North Dave Gilliard, Vice 

President South Brian Stephens, 

Secretary Craig Anderson, Treasurer 

James Klingler, Chancellor John 

Dodd, Registrar Owen Stiles, 

Genealogist Terry Briggs, Chaplain 

Rev. Lou Carlson, Historian Jim 

Blauer, Surgeon Dr. Matthew 

Bowdish, Invested Funds Trustee 

John Dodd (three year term), NSSAR 

Trustee James Fosdyck, and 

Alternate Trustee Derek Brown.   

  Chairman Don Littlefield of 

the Wreaths Across America 

Committee announced that it will be 

held on Saturday, December 16, 

2017, at 9AM.  Any donations for 

this year’s program must be 

received by November 27, 2017. 

 On Friday afternoon, the 

CASSAR business meeting was 

reconvened.  PG Joe Dooley spoke 

on the SAR Conference on the 

American Revolution (SARACAR).  

The 2018 conference will be held on 

June 8-10, 2018, and will be focused 

on the contribution of Spain in the 

American Revolution.  The 

conference will be led by History 

Professor Gabriel Paquette of Johns 

Hopkins University. 

 On Saturday morning, the 

past presidents met for breakfast: 

Charles Lampman, Rev. Dr. Stan 

DeLong, Larry Magerkurth, Robert 

Ebert, Karl Jacobs, Stephen Renouf, 

Rev. Lou Carlson, John Dodd, 

Stephen Hurst, Jim Faulkinbury, Kent 

Gregory, and Ronald Barker.  



California Society Meeting 
Irvine, California 

PRESIDENT TIM ERNST, CASSAR EXECUTIVE VP DEREK BROWN, SECRETARY STEPHEN RENOUF 

CASSAR EXECUTIVE VP DEREK BROWN & JANET BROWN 



SECRETARY GENERAL ALTER, TREASURER GENERAL MANNING, STEPHEN RENOUF & PRESIDENT FOSDYCK 

CALIFORNIA SOCIETY LADIES AUXILIARY 



                              Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:   Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA    94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

NOVEMBER 2017 

Deadline: 14 November 2017 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, 18 November 2017 

 

Programme:  

The Diablo Numismatic Society.  A representative from the Diablo Numismatic Society will 
discuss the history of money, and the hobby of coin collecting.  Come join us for a great 
meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“As young West Point cadets, our motto was ‘duty, 
honor, country.’ But it was in the field, from the rice 
paddies of Southeast Asia to the sands of the Middle 
East, that I learned that motto’s fullest meaning. There I 
saw gallant young Americans of every race, creed and 
background fight, and sometimes die, for ‘duty, honor, 
and their country.’” 
     — General H. Norman Schwarzkopf 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  http://www.tjsar.org/minman.htm 


