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W e started the New Year on a 

high note.  We had 

excellent attendance at the January 

meeting, and learned about the sinking of 

the RMS Titanic.  In November we gained 

knowledge about collecting coins and 

currency.  At the February meeting, a 

representative of the Diablo Stamp Club 

will introduce us to the world of Philately 

(stamp collecting).  You will also have an 

opportunity to meet our Eagle Scout 

Award winner, Casey Roark. 

On April 20-21, the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter will host the 143rd 

Annual Spring Meeting of the California 

Society Sons of the American Revolution 

at the Concord Hilton Hotel. This provides 

an excellent opportunity for members to 

participate at the state level, and observe 

the officers in action.  To facilitate 

attendance, we cancelled the chapter 

meeting on April 27 (one week later).  I 

urge members to attend the whole 

conference, or at least join in for one of 

the luncheons or the gala banquet. 

This year we had two applications 

for the Eagle Scout award, and multiple 

inquiries about the essay contest.  We 

still need volunteers to support the 

various SAR activities and objectives.  

Please consider it.  These activities do not 

require a large commitment of time.  

When we divide the tasks into smaller 

pieces, it is easier and more pleasant for 

each of us. 

— Timothy Ernst, President 
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  The Titanic had no search 

lights, and binoculars would have 

helped locate the iceberg in time to 

avoid it.  Tragically, someone had 

brought binoculars on board, but 

they were locked up, and he did not 

tell anyone they were there.  

Captain Edward J. Smith was 

pressured to set a new speed record 

crossing the Atlantic Ocean, despite 

the risk of icebergs.  By the time the 

iceberg was spotted at 11:40 PM on 

April 14, 1912, it was too late to turn 

the ship to avoid it.  The collision did 

not rip a hole in the hull – it popped 

the rivets holding the hull plating, 

creating a 12' by 2' hole.  The crew 

had not trained for a major disaster, 

and there was a great deal of 

confusion following the striking of 

the iceberg.  The ship continued 

forward for a while, forcing water 

through the hole in the hull, before 

the order was given to stop.  There 

were not enough lifeboats for all the 

passengers and crew.  The Board of 

Trade required a number of lifeboats 

based on ship’s tonnage, not by 

number of passengers, and no ships 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 28 members 

and guests at its January 27, 2018 

election meeting at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.  President Tim Ernst 

called the meeting to order, and 

introduced Past Vice Presidents 

General Stephen Renouf and Bob 

Ebert, and CASSAR Vice President 

North Dave Gilliard and his wife, 

Judge Maryanne Gilliard.  Also in 

attendance were new transfer 

member Kevin Mowrey, and 

applicants Nick Bowles, Mike Emry, 

and Martin Myers.  After opening 

ceremonies, we had lunch. 

 Following lunch, President 

Tim Ernst introduced our guest 

speaker, Richard Shaw, a local 

expert on the Royal Mail Ship (RMS) 

Titanic.  The ship had a ratio of crew 

to passengers of 1:2, and had a full 

capacity of 3,950 people.  The ship 

was built in Belfast, Northern 

Ireland; it took 2 years to build, and 

a little over 2½ hours to sink.  He 

noted that it was an American ship, 

not a British ship.  The Titanic was 

owned by International Mercantile 

Marine Company, a trust formed by 

J.P. Morgan to monopolize the 

lucrative shipping trade.  J.P. 

Morgan had one of the two suites 

on the ship – it was the size of 4 

staterooms, with a promenade deck.  

J.P. Morgan was scheduled to sail on 

the maiden voyage of the RMS 

Titanic, but had to cancel due to a 

last minute business meeting, which 

saved his life. 
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had enough lifeboats for all the 

passengers and crew.   

 The passengers and crew 

were not worried after the ship hit 

the iceberg.  It took about 15 

minutes for the captain to assess the 

damage to the ship.  The ship’s 

architect, Thomas Andrews, was on 

board, and he was the first to realize 

that the ship was doomed.  He 

wanted to have the watertight 

compartments as high as possible, 

but he was overruled.  He saw that 

as the compartments filled with 

seawater, they overflowed into the 

next compartment.  As five 

compartments were filling up, he 

told the captain that it was a 

certainty that the ship would sink, 

and it had a little more than an hour 

left.  The passengers were reluctant 

to board the lifeboats, as they did 

not realize that the ship would soon 

be 2½ miles below the ocean 

surface.  Thomas Andrews heroically 

searched the staterooms, and urged 

people to get into the lifeboats – he 

went down with the ship and his 

body was never recovered.  There 

were only 20 lifeboats with a 

no more women and children on the 

deck.  He never lived down surviving 

the disaster while some women and 

children did not, and he later shot 

himself in 1919.  [His son, 

Washington Dodge II, joined the 

Empire State Society SAR in 1929].  J. 

Bruce Ismay, the President of 

International Mercantile Marine 

Company, got on the last lifeboat, 

and although he survived, he was 

widely condemned as a coward for 

the remainder of his life.  The most 

senior crewman who survived, 

Second Officer Charles Herbert 

Lightoller, was unable to get further 

employment on ships because he 

was a Titanic survivor.  He enforced 

women and children first, as women 

and children ONLY.  He launched 

lifeboats with empty seats if no 

women and children were available 

to fill them.  He allowed one male 

passenger on a boat because he had 

sailing experience and could 

navigate the boat.  At 2:20 AM on 

April 15, 1912, the bow slipped 

beneath the waves, and rapidly 

sunk.  The stern was raised out of 

the water, and then broke from the 

bow section.  Lightoller was thrown 

into the water, but was pulled 

aboard a lifeboat.  He served in 

World War I, and sailed a small 

vessel in the Dunkirk Evacuation in 

World War II.  The RMS Carpathia 

did not arrive on scene until 4 AM, 

and commenced rescue operations 

of the survivors in the lifeboats.  

There were only 710 survivors – and 

the lifeboats could have carried an 

additional 500 had they been 

launched at full capacity – resulting 

in an unnecessary loss of life. 

 Richard Shaw recommended 

several books on the topic of the 

capacity of 1,178 – the remainder 

were condemned to death.  As the 

bow of the ship started sinking, the 

passengers started scrambling for 

the lifeboats.  There were no 

emergency drills, or signage of 

where to go in an emergency, so the 

situation was chaotic.  There were 

more than enough life jackets, but 

even though the sea was calm, the 

temperature of the water was 28°F, 

so people could not survive very 

long in the water. 

 In accordance with British 

maritime tradition, the women and 

children were put in the lifeboats 

first.  Some crewmen launched 

lifeboats with available seats if there 

were no more women and children 

available to board.  Other crewmen 

would fill the extra seats with men.  

Richard Shaw had a relative, Dr. 

Washington Dodge of San Francisco, 

who was on the Titanic.  After 

getting his wife and son into a 

lifeboat, he was able to board 

another lifeboat when there were 

Tom McGinley receives SAR 60-Year Pin from Secretary Renouf 



Titanic: The Night Lives On by Walter 

Lord, The Odyssey of C.H. Lightoller 

by Patrick Stenson, and The 

Shipbuilder by Mark Warner.  The 

White Star Line suffered as a result 

of the tragedy. The RMS Britannic 

was requisitioned by the British 

Government for use as a hospital 

ship in World War I, and was sunk 

when it hit a mine.  Most of the 

1,523 fatalities died in the water – 

only a few went down in the ship.  

The salt water dissolved whatever 

human remains were on the ship 

when it struck the ocean bottom.  

The ship split in two, and the two 

main sections lie 1/3 of a mile apart 

on the ocean floor.  President Tim 

Ernst presented Richard Shaw with 

the SAR Certificate of Appreciation 

for his informative presentation.     

 President Ernst then called 

upon CASSAR Vice President North 

Dave Gilliard to induct the 2018 

officers.  VP Gilliard administered 

the oath of office to Tim Ernst, 

president; Stephen Renouf, 

secretary; William Rood, treasurer; 

Don Gurley, registrar; and Charles 

Doolin, chaplain.  He then presented 

President Ernst with the Chapter 

gavel as a symbol of his authority.  

The gavel dates from 1908, and was 

originally from the Sierra Chapter of 

the Daughters of the American 

Revolution in Berkeley, and was 

given to the Oakland Chapter when 

the Sierra Chapter was disbanded.  

Registrar Don Gurley reported that 

there are 8 new member 

applications being prepared, with 4 

of them recently being sent to the 

state registrar. 

 President Ernst then called 

upon Secretary Stephen Renouf, 

who presented the SAR 60-Year Pin 

American Revolution at the Concord 

Hilton.  Derek Brown will be sworn 

in as California Society President at 

the meeting.  President Ernst urged 

all chapter members to register for 

the meeting, or sign up for one of 

the two lunches and the installation 

banquet.  This is a great opportunity 

to meet compatriots from around 

the state and country, and to 

support Derek Brown as president.  

President Ernst noted that the Fall 

CASSAR Board of Managers Meeting 

would likely be held in a suburb of 

Sacramento. 

 Past Vice President General 

Bob Ebert announced that the 

Redwood Empire Chapter was 

holding a meeting on February 16, 

2018, and they were looking for a 

person in uniform to speak on 

uniforms.  After the meeting was 

adjourned, Registrar Don Gurley led 

the compatriots and guests in the 

singing of God Bless America.  

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

to Past Oakland Chapter President 

Charles Thomas “Tom” McGinley III.  

Tom joined the SAR in 1958 with his 

father, and they were both charter 

members of the Oakland Chapter.  

Tom is also a charter member of the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter (the 

Oakland Chapter changed its name 

to Thomas Jefferson Chapter in 

1992).  Tom McGinley was secretary 

in 1972 and 1973, president in 1974, 

secretary in 1978, treasurer in 1988 

and 1989.  Tom is moving to 

Arizona, and we wish him the best of 

luck in his new home.  

 President Tim Ernst 

reported that the next meeting 

would be on February 24, 2018, and 

that we were cancelling the April 

2018 meeting since the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter will be hosting the 

143rd Annual Meeting of the 

California Society of the Sons of the 

Registrar Gurley, Secretary Renouf & President Ernst with the Gilliards 



                              Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:   Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA    94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

FEBRUARY 2018 

Deadline: 20 February 2018 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

Saturday, February 24, 2018 

 

Programme:  

The Story of Stamp Collecting.  Frank Scudero of the Diablo Valley Stamp Club will present 
a program on Philately (the study of stamps).  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win 
glorious triumphs, even though checkered by 
failure, than to take rank with those poor spirits 
who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because 
they live in the gray twilight that knows not victory 
nor defeat.”  

       — Compatriot Theodore Roosevelt 
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TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  http://www.tjsar.org/minman.htm 


