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O n April 19 to 21, 2018, the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

hosted the 143rd Annual Meeting of the 

California Society of the Sons of the 

American Revolution at the Hilton Hotel 

in Concord, California.  Chapter Past 

President Derek J. Brown was installed as 

California Society President by SAR 

President General Larry Guzy.  Janet 

Brown was installed as California Society 

Ladies Auxiliary President by President 

General Guzy.  Congratulations to Derek 

and Janet Brown! 

 I want to thank all the chapter 

members who volunteered to help host 

the meeting, and who attended the 

meetings and the banquets.  The 

volunteers created a very favorable 

image of the Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

with the compatriots from around the 

state and the nation. 

 The May 19, 2018 meeting will be 

the last until September 22, 2018.  During 

the summer hiatus, I hope you will take a 

little time and reflect on the meaning of 

membership in the SAR and your efforts 

to support the organizations goals.  Also, 

have a very enjoyable summer, and 

return with stories of adventure and 

excitement. 

 I am looking for a volunteer to be 

the chapter sergeant-at-arms.  The main 

duties of the position are maintaining the 

flags, and setting them up at each 

meeting.   

— Timothy Ernst, President 

President’s Notes 
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 Point Railway at Point Molate Naval 

Fuel Depot in Richmond, California.  

They operated the Sierra Railroad at 

Jamestown, California.  The 

association has eight steam 

locomotives, with three of them in 

working condition, and 13 diesel 

locomotives, all in working 

condition.  They also have 29 

passenger cars, 10 cabooses, and 

freight cars.  One of the working 

locomotives is currently at the 

California State Railroad Museum in 

Old Sacramento.  The association 

repairs, restores and operates trains 

and railroad tracks.  The association 

spent 20 years restoring one dining 

car back to its original condition.  

When the Oakland Army Depot 

closed in 1999, one of the members 

of the Pacific Locomotive 

Association obtained track parts for 

use on association projects. 

 The original right-of-way for 

the Transcontinental Railroad was 

signed into law by President Lincoln 

on July 1, 1862, and the tracks were 

completed on May 10, 1869.  A trip 

from New York to Sacramento 

(3,353 miles), which used to take 

months, was reduced to only seven 

days.  Passengers and freight 

arriving in Sacramento would need 

to be transferred to a riverboat to 

complete the trip to San Francisco 

and Oakland.  On June 4, 1876, the 

railroad set a record with a trip from 

New York to Sacramento in only 83 

hours (the same trip now takes 75 

hours).  The Western Pacific Railroad 

attempted to extend the railway 

from San Jose to Stockton, but ran 

out of money at Niles Canyon.  The 

Central Pacific Railroad took over, 

and completed the Niles Canyon to 

Stockton link.  This railroad was 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 26 members 

and guests at its March 24, 2018 

regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  

President Tim Ernst called the 

meeting to order, and introduced 

California Society President James 

Fosdyck and his wife Un Hui, Past 

Vice Presidents General Stephen 

Renouf and Bob Ebert, and 

California Society Executive Vice 

President Derek Brown, applicants 

Nick Bowles and Steven Main, Ohio 

Society compatriots Scott and 

Jonathan Davis, and our guest 

speaker Henry Baum.   

 Janet Brown presented a 

challenge coin from Past President 

General Mike Tomme to Registrar 

Don Gurley.  California Society 

President Jim Fosdyck inducted 

Mahoning Chapter (Ohio Society 

SAR) new member Jonathan Morgan 

Davis into the Sons of the American 

Revolution, and his father Scott 

Davis, also of the Mahoning Chapter, 

pinned the SAR Rosette on his son’s 

lapel.  We hope to see Jonathan 

Davis, who lives locally, at future 

meetings.  

 Following lunch, President 

Tim Ernst introduced our guest 

speaker, Henry Baum, president of 

the Pacific Locomotive Association, 

who spoke about the Niles Canyon 

Railway.  The Pacific Locomotive 

Association was founded in 1965 by 

six train aficionados, who saw the 

end of the steam trains.  They 

formed and operated the Castro 
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important for the survival of the 

small towns of Niles, Sunol, 

Pleasanton, Livermore, Tracy, 

Lathrop, and Stockton.  People who 

lived in Oakland would travel by 

train to Pleasanton, Sunol and Niles, 

and they became popular weekend 

getaways.  Towns such as Scotts 

Corner were bypassed by the 

railroad, and they ceased to exist.  

Joyland Park was created at one of 

the stops on the railroad, and it was 

a popular weekend destination.  It 

had a bandstand, and John Philip 

Sousa played there several times.  

William Randolph Hearst had a 

hunting lodge in Pleasanton, and 

there was a station at Verona for 

people taking the railroad to visit 

him. 

 In 1879, a shorter railway 

link between Oakland and 

Sacramento was opened by the 

California Pacific Railroad, and the 

Niles Canyon route was restricted to 

local traffic. In 1983, the Southern 

Pacific Railroad abandoned the line 

over the Altamont Pass into Niles 

Canyon.  They removed the tracks, 

and re-located them to Arizona.  By 

law, they deeded the abandoned 

right-of-way back to the adjoining 

landholder – Alameda County.   In 

1987, the Pacific Locomotive 

Association leased the Niles Canyon 

right-of-way from Alameda County, 

and reconstructed the tracks to 

reopen the Niles Canyon Railway.  

As an operating railroad, they are 

responsible to the Department of 

Transportation, Homeland Security, 

the California Public Utilities 

Commission, the California 

Department of Occupational Safety 

and Health, the Governor’s Office of 

Emergency Services, the California 

May 2019, the association will 

celebrate the 150th anniversary of 

the golden spike at Promontory 

Point, where the Central Pacific and 

Union Pacific lines met, completing 

the Transcontinental Railroad.   

 The Pacific Locomotive 

Association, a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt 

organization, is dedicated to the 

preservation of the physical aspects 

and atmosphere of the Pacific Coast 

railroads during the period of 1910 

to 1960.  They operate the Niles 

Canyon Railway, and have artifacts 

on display at the Niles Depot 

Museum in Fremont, California.  

They own a collection of 

locomotives and railroad cars in 

various states of restoration.  

Membership in the Pacific 

Locomotive Association is $48 per 

year, and members may ride on the 

weekend train for free, get members

-only discounts in the store, and 

attend members-only events.  They 

Department of Forestry and Fire 

Protection, and the Alameda County 

Emergency Operations Plan. 

 The Pacific Locomotive 

Association is able to assist in 

disasters.  They have the manpower 

of 1,000 members and 200 active 

volunteers, and have $50 million in 

heavy equipment that can be used 

to assist emergency services in 

response to a local disaster.  They 

are very concerned about wildfires, 

and have a fire truck to assist Cal 

Fire in an emergency.  They have 

passenger coaches that can be used 

to temporarily house people who 

lost their homes in a fire.  Safety is a 

very important issue: they test the 

railroad crossings monthly, and use 

an outside consultant to certify the 

tracks before they are put in 

operation.  They have an in-house 

training program, and people can 

work their way up through the 

different programs: Brakeman, 

Conductor, Diesel Fireman, Diesel 

Engineer I, Diesel Engineer II, Steam 

Fireman, and Steam Engineer.  

Annual recertification is required.  

They are currently creating a 

modern train station utilizing old 

transportation containers.  They 

acquired an old diesel hydraulic 

locomotive that had the front cut off 

so cameras could be mounted and 

used for filming movies.  It was 

assumed that the train would never 

run again.  An Englishman found the 

key missing parts that had been 

salvaged from another locomotive.  

In 2018, the locomotive was started 

for the first time in 45 years, and 

started up like it was brand new.  In Gurley receives PG Tomme Coin 



have no paid staff – they are all 

volunteers.  They pay a $200 fee to 

the County of Alameda for the right-

of-way, plus a percentage of their 

revenue.  Their website is: http://

www.ncry.org.  

 President Tim Ernst 

announced that the April chapter 

meeting was cancelled to encourage 

members to attend the California 

Society Annual Meeting that is being 

hosted by the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter at the Concord Hilton Hotel.  

The next chapter meeting will be 

held on May 19, 2018, at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.   

 President Ernst announced 

that the delegates elected to 

represent the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter at the California Society 

Annual Meeting were: President Tim 

Ernst, Registrar Don Gurley, Past 

President Oliver Everette, and Gary 

Bohannon.  The California Society 

Fall Board of Managers Meeting will 

W e regret to announce that 

Compatriot Victor Charles 

Gearhart passed away on February 

16, 2018 in Torrance, California.  

Victor Gearhart was born in 1937 in 

Berwick, Pennsylvania.  He joined 

the Thomas Jefferson Chapter of the 

Sons of the American Revolution in 

1997 on the service of Sergeant 

Sebastian Seybert (c. 1740-1809) of 

the Northampton County Militia in 

Pennsylvania. 

be hosted by the Gold Country 

Chapter in Old Town Folsom in 

November 2017. 

 President Ernst adjourned 

the meeting, and Registrar Don 

Gurley led the compatriots and 

guests in the singing of God Bless 

America. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

O n March 10, 2018, Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter President 

Tim Ernst attended a meeting of the 

Anne Loucks Chapter of the 

Daughters of the American 

Revolution at the invitation of 

Regent Diane McLean.   

 President Tim Ernst 

presented the SAR Medal of 

Appreciation to DAR member Susan 

Swindell for her work in sewing the 

chapter’s block for the state quilt.  

President Ernst, Susan Swindell, and DAR Regent Diane McLean 

DAR Presentation 

Victor C. Gearhart 

(1937-2018) 



California Society Meeting 
Concord, California 

CASSAR PRESIDENT DEREK BROWN, AND 2018 OFFICERS SWORN IN BY PRESIDENT GENERAL LARRY GUZY 



CASSAR LADIES AUX. PRESIDENT JANET BROWN AND OFFICERS SWORN IN BY PRESIDENT GENERAL LARRY GUZY 

FIRST LADY KARIN GUZY WITH 2018 CALIFORNIA SOCIETY LADIES AUXILIARY OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 



CALIFORNIA SOCIETY ANNUAL MEMORIAL SERVICE LED BY REV. LOU CARLSON 

PAST PRESIDENT RENOUF EULOGIZES LATE MEMBERS MARTIN PRESTON HUFF, AND VICTOR CHARLES GEARHART 



CHAPTER PRESIDENT TIM ERNST RECEIVES QUILT OF VALOR FOR HIS MILITARY SERVICE 

CHAPTER EAGLE SCOUT CHAIRMAN JEFFREY BROWN RECEIVES QUILT OF VALOR FOR HIS MILITARY SERVICE 



CASSAR PAST PRESIDENTS BREAKFAST—HURST, CARLSON, GREGORY, BARKER, BROWN, RENOUF, DODD, & FOSDYCK 

CASSAR PRESIDENT-ELECT DEREK & JANET BROWN WITH PRESIDENT GENERAL LARRY & KARIN GUZY 



PAST CHAPTER PRESIDENT OLIVER EVERETTE & PAT EVERETTE 

COMPATRIOTS GARY BOHANNON & GREG OWENS 



CASSAR CHAPLAIN REV. LOU CARLSON, PAST CASSAR PRESIDENT STEVE HURST, & CHAPTER VP STAN HAZLAK 

CHAPTER PRESIDENT TIM ERNST & KAY ERNST WITH CASSAR LADIES AUX. PRESIDENT UN HUI YI 



CASSAR BARTENDERS WAYNE THOMAS & HAL STRUNK 

VOLUNTEER AWARDS: PRESIDENT DEREK BROWN, HAL STRUNK, GREG OWENS, JIM BLAUER, KAT BROWN,  
WAYNE THOMAS, MIKE WENDORF, AND PAT EVERETTE (NOT IN PICTURE) 



PAST VICE PRESIDENT  GENERAL STEPHEN RENOUF, PRESIDENT GENERAL LARRY GUZY,  
& SOUTH COAST CHAPTER 2nd VICE PRESIDENT STEVEN STEINBERG 

DARIAN TAYLOR AND KAT BROWN DISPLAY NEW CALIFORNIA SOCIETY QUILT 



GALA INSTALLATION BANQUET 

CASSAR PRESIDENT JIM FOSDYCK PRESENTS THE SAR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CERTIFICATES TO CASSAR INVESTED 
FUNDS TRUSTEE STEPHEN RENOUF, VICE PRESIDENT GENERAL KENT GREGORY, CASSAR TREASURER JIM KLINGLER,  

& CASSAR EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT DEREK BROWN 



PAST VICE PRESIDENT GENERAL STEPHEN RENOUF, WITH ROBIN BUTLER & PRESIDENT GENERAL EDWARD BUTLER 

CASSAR PRESIDENT FOSDYCK, SAR FRANCE SOCIETY PRESIDENT MARTIN BOYER, & JOY JAVELLANA 
(FRENCH FLAG COURTESY OF DECORS DE FRANCE IN WALNUT CREEK) 



PAST VPG STEPHEN RENOUF, LADIES AUX. PRESIDENT JANET BROWN, & SAR FRANCE PRESIDENT MARTIN BOYER 

CASSAR PRESIDENTIAL FAMILY: CASSAR LADIES AUX. PRESIDENT JANET BROWN, OLIVER BARRAZA, ALLISON 
BARRAZA, KAT BROWN, JEFF BROWN, AND CASSAR PRESIDENT DEREK BROWN 



                              Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:   Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA    94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

MAY 2018 

Deadline: 15 May 2018 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

Saturday, May 19, 2018 

 

Programme:  

Preserving History in the World War II Pacific Theater.  Rhonda Hammond will present a 
program on the story of her father and uncle as Marines in the Pacific Theater during World 
War II. Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“That’s all a man can hope for during 
his lifetime — to set an example — 
and when he is dead, to be an 
inspiration for history.”  

— Compatriot William McKinley 
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