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B ack from summer hiatus, and 

off we go.  As we move 

forward in the coming months, we have 

many items to consider.  Number one is: 

what do you want from the SAR, and 

particularly from the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter?  That question leads to another 

– what do you have to offer the SAR and 

particularly to offer the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter? 

 One of the goals of the SAR is to 

provide an educational basis for future 

generations on what our forefathers did 

to win the independence and liberty we 

currently enjoy.  To do this, the SAR 

needs active participation from the 

members.  The SAR has various programs 

– such as the youth poster contest, the 

youth oration contest, etc. – to meet this 

objective.  But for the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter, these programs are mainly in 

name only.  We need members to step up 

and assume a leadership role for these 

programs.  Recently I sent an e-mail 

listing various opportunities available.  If 

you did not receive the e-mail let me 

know.  My e-mail address is 

newgrumpy@aol.com.  

 Take some time, and check out 

the new Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

website.  You will find many interesting 

things there.  Also, check out the State 

and National websites for more details on 

programs, and what is happening at 

those levels.  I am looking for assistance 

in developing the programs presented at 

President’s Notes 
CASSAR President Brown presents SAR JROTC Medal to Cadet Justin Lund 



 to his high school graduation.  Her 

report was a two-page summary of 

her father’s service from enlistment 

until he returned home after the 

war.  Her audience was fascinated 

and spell-bound by her 

presentation.   

 Years later, the school 

project gave her the idea to write 

the book.  She wanted to preserve 

the history of the people who 

participated in the war.  The book 

focused on the personal experiences 

of her father Al Lomeli and her uncle 

Raul Lomeli rather than on the 

battles and strategies of the war.  

Her book heavily relies on quotes to 

put their stories in their own words.  

She covered their pre-war, carefree 

lives in Martinez, the horrors of 

combat as riflemen at Peleliu, New 

Guinea, Okinawa, and other Pacific 

Islands during World War II, and 

their post-war civilian life.     

 Rhonda Hammons visited 

one of the islands on which her 

father fought during World War II – 

Peleliu.  Al Lomeli was in the first 

wave to go ashore on Peleliu.  She 

showed a PowerPoint presentation 

of some of the many sights she saw 

on Peleliu.  President Ernst thanked 

Rhonda Hammons for her moving 

presentation.  

 Pat Everette spoke about 

the History of Memorial Day, a 

national holiday to remember the 

people who died while serving in the 

US armed forces.  On April 25, 1866, 

the ladies of Columbus, Mississippi, 

decorated the graves of the fallen 

Confederate and Union soldiers 

from the War Between the States 

with flowers.  This tribute to the 

fallen on both sides of the war 

inspired poet Francis Miles Finch to 

the monthly meetings.  Reach out to 

family and friends for suggestions 

for speakers and programs for our 

monthly meetings.  Any suggestions 

are welcome.  Please include contact 

information for any items of 

interest.   

— Timothy Ernst, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 22 members 

and guests at its May 19, 2018 

regular meeting at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  

President Tim Ernst called the 

meeting to order, and introduced 

California Society President Derek 

Brown; Past Vice President General 

Bob Ebert; Past Chapter Presidents 

Oliver Everette and Don Gurley; 

Chapter Treasurer Bill Rood; DAR 

members Janet Brown, Kay Ernst, 

and Pat Everette; new member Nick 

Bowles; applicants Martin Meyer 

and Steven Main; and guest speaker 

Rhonda Hammons.   

 Following lunch, President 

Tim Ernst introduced guest speaker 

Rhonda Hammons, who presented a 

program on her book, Semper Fi, 

Marine: Two Brothers in the Pacific 

Theater, WWII.  The idea for the 

book started with a project she did 

in seventh grade to highlight 

someone who had made a 

difference in her life.  She did the 

project on her father, Alfred Lomeli 

of Martinez.  He was a World War II 

veteran, and a US Marine who had 

served in the Pacific Theater.  He 

joined at the age of 17, and was 

required to attend boot camp prior 
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write the poem, “The Blue and the 

Gray,” which was published in The 

Atlantic Monthly in 1867.  Many 

states began marking “Decoration 

Day” by adopting the practice of 

decorating graves to honor fallen 

soldiers.  “Memorial Day” began 

being used, and gradually replaced 

“Decoration Day” after World War II.  

In 1967, Federal Law formally 

adopted the name “Memorial Day.” 

 Registrar Don Gurley 

inducted new member Nick Bowles 

into the Sons of the American 

Revolution.  Nick’s patriot ancestor 

was Gideon Bowles (c. 1735-c. 1799) 

of Virginia, who furnished supplies 

to aid in the American Revolution.  

Gideon Bowles is buried in 

Goochland County, Virginia.  

 CASSAR President Derek 

Brown reported on the successful 

CASSAR Annual Meeting hosted in 

April 2018 by the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter at the Concord Hilton Hotel 

in Concord, California.  Derek 

NSSAR cannot succeed without 

compatriot participation.  He 

announced the upcoming SAR 

Congress in Houston, Texas, in July 

2018; the CASSAR Fall Board of 

Managers meeting in Folsom, 

California, in November 2018; and 

the SAR Congress in Costa Mesa, 

California, in July 2019.  He warned 

that some compatriots were getting 

spam e-mails asking for money.  He 

said to NOT respond to or open ANY 

of those e-mails – just trash them.  

He reminded compatriots working 

with SAR youth programs are 

required to complete the Boy Scouts 

of America online youth protection 

course, and keep their certificate 

current.  CASSAR Ladies Auxiliary 

President Janet Brown reported on 

the Ladies Auxiliary activities.  She is 

representing the CASSAR Ladies 

Auxiliary in planning for the SAR 

Annual Congress which will be held 

in Costa Mesa, California, in July 

2019. 

 President Ernst announced 

that the next chapter meeting would 

be held after the summer recess on 

September 22, 2018 at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.  The California Society Fall 

Board of Managers Meeting will be 

hosted by the Gold Country Chapter 

in Folsom, California. 

 President Ernst adjourned 

the meeting, and Registrar Don 

Gurley led the compatriots and 

guests in the singing of God Bless 

America.  

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

C hapter Awards Chairman 

Derek Brown and President 

Tim Ernst attended the UC Berkeley 

received very good feedback from 

all of the attendees on the 

hospitality room arrangements and 

management.  Compatriots Hal 

Strunk and Wayne Thomas were 

recognized for their efforts in 

making the CASSAR compatriots and 

guests feel welcome at the meeting.  

Kay Ernst and Pat Everette were 

recognized for their contributions in 

setting up and running the CASSAR 

meeting.  He thanked other chapter 

compatriots who stepped up to 

make the meeting a success, 

including Mike Wendorf, Greg 

Owens, Tim Ernst, Bill Rood, Gary 

Bohannon, and Stephen Renouf. 

 CASSAR President Derek 

Brown encouraged members to 

become involved in the various SAR 

activities which support our 

educational, patriotic and historical 

mission.  The chapter, CASSAR, and 

New Member Nick Bowles inducted by CASSAR President Derek Brown 

Awards Program 



ROTC Awards Program, and Derek 

presented three SAR Silver ROTC 

Medals to cadets. 

 Derek presented six SAR 

Bronze JROTC Medals at local high 

schools – Heritage High School, 

Olympic High School, Jesse Bethel 

High School, Encinal High School, 

Mount Diablo High School, and 

Skyline High School. 

 Derek has presented 13 SAR 

Eagle Scout Certificates on behalf of 

the chapter, and 57 SAR Flag 

Certificates.  He hopes to reach 100 

SAR Flag Certificates by the end of 

the year. Please let him know if you 

know a person or organization that 

properly flies the US Flag so he can 

present a certificate.   

 The National Society SAR 

has recently approved a certificate 

to recognize those who collect and 

PROPERLY destroy worn, soiled or 

unserviceable US flags – the SAR 

Certificate for US Flag Retirement.  

If you know a person or group that 

inclusion in the newsletter and the 

website.  We may add paying for 

meetings, dues, and donations by 

PayPal though the website. 

P resident General Warren M. 

Alter and First Lady Nancy 

Alter are leading an SAR compatriots 

and friends delegation to Scotland in 

May 2019 to honor the service of 

Scottish patriots of the American 

Revolution.  

 The trip will begin in the 

Scottish capital of Edinburgh on May 

14, 2019, and will visit the Scottish 

Genealogy Society, Edinburgh 

Castle, the National Museum of 

Scotland, and the Library of 

Scotland. 

 We will visit Ceres and St. 

Andrews to honor Founding Father 

James Wilson.  We will visit Gifford 

to honor Founding Father Rev. 

James Witherspoon. 

 We will travel from 

Edinburgh to Glasgow and continue 

our adventure by visiting Culzean 

Castle, the Mother Lodge of 

Scotland in Kilwinning, and the ruins 

of Kerelaw Castle, once owned by 

Alexander Hamilton, the grandfather 

of Founding Father Alexander 

Hamilton. 

 We will travel to Paisley 

University to lay a wreath at the 

statue of Rev. John Witherspoon.  

We will visit the university’s art 

center, which is in the building 

where Rev. James Witherspoon once 

preached. 

 If you, or someone you 

know, are interested in participating 

in the SAR Trip to Scotland, please 

contact Secretary Renouf for more 

information. 

would qualify for the certificate, 

please let Derek Brown know.  At 

the CASSAR Meeting in April 2018, 

Derek Brown presented three SAR 

Law Enforcement Commendation 

Medals, and one SAR Fire Safety 

Commendation Medal.  

C ompatriot Gary Bohannon 

volunteered to create a 

modern website for the chapter.  

The old website was created by 

Secretary Renouf in 1996, and was 

in serious need of an update.  Please 

visit the new website, which is at the 

same address: www.tjsar.org.    

 Compatriot Gary Bohannon 

has done a wonderful job, and is 

working on adding more features 

and information.  Please submit any 

SAR- or American Revolution-related 

pictures to Secretary Renouf for 

New Thomas Jefferson Chapter Website! 

New Chapter Website 

SAR Trip to Scotland 



National Society Congress 
Houston, Texas 

CALIFORNIA SOCIETY DELEGATION TO THE 128TH NSSAR ANNUAL CONGRESS 

NATIONAL SOCIETY BANQUET AT THE 128TH NSSAR ANNUAL CONGRESS 



NSSAR GENEALOGIST GENERAL JIM L. FAULKINBURY OF CALIFORNIA 

WARREN ALTER SWORN IN AS NATIONAL SOCIETY PRESIDENT GENERAL BY CHANCELLOR GENERAL DICK BRYANT  



SAR TOUR OF THE NASA JOHNSON SPACE CENTER IN HOUSTON  

SPACE VEHICLE MOCKUP FACILITY, BUILDING 9, JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 



REPLICA SPACE SHUTTLE ON ACTUAL TRANSPORT PLANE 

SATURN V ROCKET FROM CANCELLED APOLLO XVIII & XX MISSIONS 



SAN JACINTO BATTLE MONUMENT AND MUSEUM 

BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO IN THE TEXAS REVOLUTION 1836 



BUST OF SAM HOUSTON, THE VICTOR OF SAN JACINTO 

SAN JACINTO BATTLEFIELD MONUMENT 



                              Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:   Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA    94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

SEPTEMBER 2018 

Deadline: 18 September 2018 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

Saturday, September 22, 2018 

 

Programme:  

Program To Be Announced.   

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“We stand at the birth of a new millennium, ready to 
unlock the mysteries of space, to free the Earth from 
the miseries of disease, and to harness the energies, 
industries and technologies of tomorrow.  A new 
national pride will stir our souls, lift our sights, and 
heal our divisions.”  

— President Donald Trump 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at   
http://www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman/minuteman-archive 


