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S tephen Renouf, acting in his 

role of a Past President, 

awarded me the SAR Chapter Medal of 

Distinguished Service at the January 

meeting.  I am very appreciative of the 

recognition. 

 At the January meeting, we had a 

review of the objectives of the Sons of 

the American Revolution.  I hope this was 

a good reminder of the SAR objectives.  

One major objective is to provide 

educational information to our youth 

through various contests and activities.  

The resources that are available on the 

Internet were also covered.  If you have a 

question, it is likely that the answer can 

be found on one of the sites, National 

website: www.SAR.org, State website: 

www.CaliforniaSAR.org, or Chapter 

website: www.TJSAR.org. 

 After over 20 years of service, 

Charles Doolin has stepped down as 

Chaplain.  The Chapter awarded him the 

Bronze Roger Sherman Medal in 

recognition of his service.  Welcome to 

Eugene Stevens as our new Chaplain. 

 Back in November, when looking 

for a member to assume the President 

role, I was not able to find a volunteer.  

Not wanting to create a problem for the 

Chapter, I decided I could serve another 

year as President.   I have since changed 

my mind.   The Board met after the 

January meeting and I informed them 

that I plan to resign as President after the 

May meeting.  I will continue to fulfill the 

President duties until then.     

— Timothy Ernst, President 

President’s Notes 
CASSAR President Derek Brown swears in new chapter officers 



 The leadership meetings are held at 

the Brown Hotel in Louisville, 

Kentucky, and the Annual Congress 

is held in cities around the country, 

hosted by a state society.  The next 

SAR Annual Congress is being held in 

July 2019 at the Hilton Orange 

County in Costa Mesa, California, 

hosted by the California Society.  

President Brown encouraged all 

members to attend the Annual 

Congress, and said the hotel 

reservations should be made 

immediately.  The SAR Congress 

registration would be available on 

the SAR website around May 2019.   

 President Brown said that 

the National Society has about 73 

different committees – there is a 

committee for every interest.  If you 

are able to attend national 

meetings, he recommended joining 

one or more committees.  The 

National Society is working on an 

Education Center and Museum at 

the headquarters in Louisville, 

Kentucky.  This is a museum of ideas 

rather than artifacts.  The latest 

technology will be used so anyone, 

anywhere can access the museum 

though the Internet.  Educational 

materials will be available to 

teachers and schools across the 

country.  It is funded by donations, 

NOT by SAR dues.  It is important 

that SAR members contribute to the 

project (no amount is too small).  

Please consider a donation to the 

SAR Foundation. 

 President Brown said that 

SAR Youth Programs are vital to the 

future of the SAR and our country.  

The youth are the future, so it is 

critical to educate them in the 

history of our country, our American 

culture, and patriotism.  There are 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 22 members 

and guests at its January 19, 2019 

officer installation annual meeting at 

the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  President Tim 

Ernst called the meeting to order, 

and introduced SAR Officers and 

DAR Members; new member Joel 

Morgan; guest Diane Stephens; and 

applicants Steve Main, Jeff Nibert, 

and Robert Vernagallo.   

 Following lunch, President 

Ernst announced that we would be 

discussing the Sons of the American 

Revolution rather than having a 

guest speaker.  It is important to 

have volunteers to carry out the 

mission of the SAR, and the goal of 

this meeting was to make people 

aware of the opportunities to 

volunteer for the SAR.  CASSAR 

President Derek Brown spoke about 

the National Society.  He stated that 

the three basic objectives of the SAR 

are Educational, Historical, and 

Patriotic.  All of the SAR programs 

relate to one or more of these 

objectives.  The headquarters 

building of the SAR, located in 

Louisville, Kentucky, houses the 

administration, library, museum and 

store for the SAR.  There is a staff of 

about 28 people, including 8 

genealogists.  The SAR has national 

officers, who are elected annually.  

The National Society has three 

meetings per year – a Spring 

Leadership Meeting in March, an 

Annual Congress in July, and a Fall 

Leadership Meeting in September.  
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many different SAR youth contests 

to help us in this mission – the Essay 

Contest, the Orations Contest, the 

Eagle Scout Program, the Poster 

Contest, and the Brochure Contest.  

There are three levels for these 

contests – the winner of the chapter 

contest competes in the state 

contest, and the winner of the state 

contest competes in the national 

contest.  It is important to have 

members volunteer to chair and 

judge the contests.  A chapter does 

not have to implement all the 

programs, but we should implement 

as many as we are able.  Please 

consider volunteering for one of the 

chapter youth programs.   

 President Brown discussed 

the SAR application process.  A 

potential member may create an 

application on the SAR website, and 

work with a chapter registrar to 

make sure all the required proof 

documents are assembled.  When 

everything is in order, the state 

registrar will make a final review of 

the application and documentation, 

and then forward the application to 

the National Society.  It takes about 

6-8 weeks for approval of a new 

application, and 12-16 weeks for 

approval of a supplemental 

application.  It is important for new 

members to get involved in the SAR 

chapter to keep the chapter active 

and vital.   

 President Ernst discussed 

the California Society, which also has 

annually elected officers and various 

committees to implement SAR 

programs and contests.  He 

recommended that members go to 

the California Society website, 

www.CaliforniaSAR.org, which lists 

the California Society committees. 

website (originally designed in 

1996), and updated it for the 21st 

Century.  Webmaster Bohannon said 

we should use the chapter website, 

www.TJSAR.org, to grow the 

chapter.  In order to remain relevant 

in our current diverse country, we 

need to be more active in the 

community.  The website has a place 

for people to donate to support the 

chapter programs, encourage 

members to volunteer, and submit 

nominations for SAR awards, such as 

the Law Enforcement / Fire 

Protection / EMS Commendation 

Medals, and the SAR Good 

Citizenship Medal.  We have the SAR 

Medal of Heroism, and the new SAR 

Life Saving Medal for people who 

save lives, but do not risk their lives 

to do so.  We have Flag Certificates 

to recognize people and 

organizations that properly display 

the US Flag, and the new SAR Flag 

Retirement Certificate for groups 

that properly retire worn US Flags.  

Descriptions of the requirements for 

the medals are on the website, as 

well as a nomination form.  The 

chapter relies on its members to be 

the eyes and ears of the chapter – 

we should all be on the lookout for 

deserving people in the local 

community. 

 Webmaster Bohannon’s 

wife has already submitted our first 

nomination – the nominee started 

farming to donate to a church food 

bank – last year he donated 10,000 

pounds of food.  The nominee was 

not doing this for money or 

recognition, but to serve the local 

community.  President Ernst will be 

setting up a committee to review 

nominations for SAR awards.  

Webmaster Bohannon noted that 

You can ask CASSAR President Derek 

Brown about being added to a 

committee.  There is a committee 

for every youth contest, and we are 

always looking for volunteers to join 

the committees.  Little is being done 

in the public schools to teach 

American history and patriotism, 

and the SAR is trying to help 

supplement education, history and 

patriotism in the schools.  But the 

programs only work if we have 

chapter volunteers to implement 

the programs.  The California Society  

also has the Valley Forge Contest, 

which pays the tuition and some 

expenses for a couple of history 

teachers to go to the Freedoms 

Foundation at Valley Forge, and 

learn about the American 

Revolution.  They are able to reach 

large numbers of students over their 

careers, so it is a very rewarding 

program.   

 The California Society meets 

twice a year – the Spring Annual 

Meeting in April, and the Fall Board 

of Managers Meeting in November.  

Meetings are held in the North and 

the South, alternating every year.  

The April Annual Meeting will be 

held in Ventura, California.  

Additionally, in 2019 the California 

Society will be hosting the SAR 

Annual Congress in Costa Mesa, 

California, so we need volunteers to 

help run the congress activities.   

 Secretary Stephen Renouf 

introduced our chapter webmaster, 

Gary Bohannon, a former past 

president and webmaster for the 

Sons of Liberty Chapter in Southern 

California.  He updated the chapter 



our patriot ancestors often get a bad 

rap with revisionist history, so he 

wears his SAR rosette daily, and is 

ready to defend our ancestors. 

 The chapter website has a 

listing of upcoming events so 

members can plan ahead, and 

people can make meeting 

reservations online with a credit 

card.  For the January Meeting, over 

half of the attendees paid online 

with a credit card.  Webmaster 

Bohannon noted that he placed 

short biographies of patriot 

ancestors for chapter members 

(primary and supplemental 

ancestors) on the website.  Please 

honor the service of your patriot 

ancestors by submitting short 

biographies for inclusion on the 

website to Secretary Renouf or 

Webmaster Bohannon.  Please 

contact Webmaster Bohannon with 

any ideas on how to improve the 

website. 

 President Tim Ernst called 

upon CASSAR President Derek 

Brown to induct new member Joel S. 

Morgan into the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter of the Sons of the American 

Revolution.  Compatriot Morgan’s 

patriot ancestor was James Largent 

(c.1745-1810), who provided 

material aid to the Revolutionary 

War effort in Hampshire County, 

Virginia.   

 President Ernst called upon 

Past President Stephen Renouf to 

present awards.  He presented the 

SAR 30-Year Pin to Compatriot Alan 

M. Streit, who joined the Oakland 

Chapter on December 9, 1988, and 

became a charter member of the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter when the 

Oakland Chapter was re-named in 

1992.  His ancestor was William 

event on behalf of the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter.  Since Derek and 

Janet Brown, and Gary Bohannon 

participated in the 2018 Wreaths 

Across America Ceremony, the 

chapter will receive the certificate in 

July 2019 at the SAR Annual 

Congress in Costa Mesa, California.  

All compatriots are encouraged to 

participate in the ceremony in 

December 2019 – it does not have to 

be a national cemetery.  Any 

cemetery that has veterans buried 

may participate in the Wreaths 

Across America Ceremony.  Pat 

Everette raised $700 for wreaths to 

be placed.  Information can be 

found on the website 

www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.  

 President Tim Ernst noted 

the next meeting would be held on 

February 16, 2019 at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory.  CASSAR 

President Brown announced that he 

was participating in National Honor 

Flights in the Bay Area.  People may 

volunteer to escort veterans to 

Washington, DC, to visit war 

memorials, to greet veterans at the 

airport returning from the trip, or to 

donate to funding the trip.  If you 

are interested in participating, 

contact President Brown or view the 

website www.honorflight.org.  

Applicant Jeff Nibert recommended 

the film, They Shall Not Grow Old, a 

2018 documentary about the First 

World War using original footage 

from the Imperial War Museum’s 

archives.  

 President Ernst called upon 

new Chaplain Eugene Stevens to 

deliver the benediction, and Diane 

Stevens led the chapter in the 

singing of God Bless America. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

Teagarden of Pennsylvania.  Past 

President Stephen Renouf presented 

the SAR 20-Year Pin to Compatriot 

Oliver G. Everette.  Compatriot 

Everette joined the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter on November 24, 

1997 on the service of patriot 

ancestor Sergeant Samuel Gore of 

Pennsylvania.  Compatriot Everette 

served as secretary in 1998 and 

1999, and as chapter president in 

2000, 2001 and 2002. 

 When the SAR created the 

Chapter Medal of Distinguished 

Service in 2013, it included a 

provision for past presidents to 

retroactively make the award.  So 

Past President Renouf (1999)

presented the SAR Chapter Medal of 

Distinguished Service to current 

President Timothy L. Ernst for his 

exceptional service to the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter.  

 President Tim Ernst then 

presented awards for 2018.  He 

presented the SAR Flag Certificate to 

Compatriot Robert “Nick” Bowles for 

properly displaying the US Flag.  

President Tim Ernst presented the 

Bronze Roger Sherman Medal to 

Chaplain Charles E. Doolin, who had 

faithfully served as chaplain for the 

past 19 years.  He became chaplain 

in 2000 upon the retirement of long-

time chaplain David L. Stevenson.  

The medal is awarded in 

appreciation for outstanding service.  

President Ernst displayed the NSSAR 

Partners in Patriotism Certificate 

which was presented to the chapter 

for our participation in the 2017 

Wreaths Across America Ceremony.  

Oliver and Pat Everette attended the 



PRESIDENT TIM ERNST ADDRESSES THE CHAPTER MEETING 

WEBMASTER GARY BOHANNON DEMONSTRATES THE NEW CHAPTER WEBSITE 

Chapter Meeting 
Concord, California 



CASSAR PRESIDENT BROWN INDUCTS NEW MEMBER JOEL S. MORGAN WITH ASSISTANCE OF PRESIDENT ERNST 

PRESIDENT ERNST PRESENTS SAR FLAG CERTIFICATE TO COMPATRIOT NICK BOWLES 



PAST PRESIDENT RENOUF PRESENTS THE SAR 30-YEAR PIN TO COMPATRIOT ALAN M. STREIT 

PAST PRESIDENT RENOUF PRESENTS THE SAR 20-YEAR PIN TO PAST PRESIDENT OLIVER EVERETTE 



PAST PRESIDENT RENOUF PRESENTS THE CHAPTER MEDAL OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO PRESIDENT TIM ERNST 

PRESIDENT ERNST PRESENTS THE BRONZE ROGER SHERMAN MEDAL TO CHAPLAIN CHARLES DOOLIN 



                              Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:   Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA    94580 
OR go to https://tjsar.org/index.php/calendar and select “Order lunch online now with your credit card!” 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

FEBRUARY 2019 

Deadline: 13 February 2019 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

OFFICER INSTALLATION MEETING 

Saturday, February 16, 2019 

 

Programme:  

Commander Dale E. Amaral.  The Thomas Jefferson Chapter will be 
presenting the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal to 
Commander Dale E. Amaral of the Alameda County Sheriff’s Department.  
He is the commanding officer of the Eden Township Substation, which 
provides police services for the 140k people in unincorporated Alameda 
County.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Wil l iam E.  Rood 
Treasurer 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON  

CHAPTER 
  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“America is our native land,  
 Afar encircled in the waters, 
  With lion-hearted sons in war,  
   With beautiful, peerless daughters. 
Let all whose discontented hearts,  
 Disdain the joys before them,  
  Return to foreign lands,  
   For America is our glory.”  

— Daily Alta California, July 6, 1876 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at   
http://www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman/minuteman-archive 


