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President’s Notes

“l‘
‘ N 7 had a good turnout in
September for Anne

Herriage, who informed the Sons of the

American Revolution on recent

developments in the Boy Scouts of
America.

| was honored to receive the SAR
Medal from Secretary

If you are eligible for the SAR

War
Renouf.

Service

War Service Medal, or Military Service
Medal, please contact Secretary Renouf
and provide your DD-214 documenting
The
recognize your service.

eligibility. chapter wants to
| apologize for not being able to

attend the October Meeting as | will be in

Texas for my father’s 98th birthday.

— Gregory Owens, President
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CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

Thomas  Jefferson

2019 regular meeting at the Old
Spaghetti
California.

Factory in Concord,
President Greg Owens
called the meeting to order, and
introduced Past CASSAR President
Derek Brown; Past Vice Presidents
General Stephen Renouf and Bob
Ebert; DAR Members Kay Ernst, and
Pat Everette; guests Joy Javellana,
and Regina Wegener; New Members
Benton Miller, Phil

and Bob Vernagallo; and

Mike Emry,
Stage,
applicant Terry Morford. The special
guest was our speaker, Anne
Herriage, the Senior Development
Director of the Mt. Diablo Silverado
Council, Boy Scouts of America.

President Owens called
upon Acting Registrar Derek Brown
to discuss the registrar team
activities, and the status of the
backlog of candidates. There were
122 applicants in various stages of
applying for membership — of these,
46 have not responded, 36 are on
hold for various reasons, 29 are
currently actively applying, 2 are
pended at National, and 2 are
submitted to National for approval.
Seven of them have been approved
as members of the Sons of the
American Revolution.

Compatriot  Hal  Strunk
introduced his friend, Col. Phil Stage,
who has very recently been
approved for membership in the
SAR. Phil Stage graduated from

Officer Candidate School in 1971,

he
TChapter had 22 members A

and guests at its September 14,

and served in the California Army
National Guard. He served on active
duty from 1969-1977,
joined the

and then
reserves. He was
employed by IBM for his civilian
career. He was recalled to duty
three times — to Somalia, to Bosnia,
and to Haiti. He graduated from the
US Army War College. He served as
Deputy Commander, Combined Joint
Civil Military Task Force in Bosnia-
New Member Mike

introduced himself as a

Herzegovina.
Emry
Concord native, and retiree from the
Federal Reserve in San Francisco.

New Member Benton Miller
introduced himself as a native of
Clayton. New Member Bob

Vernagallo introduced himself as our
newest member, and thanked the
chapter for help in the application
process. Our new president, Greg
Owens, introduced himself — he
retired from the US Navy in 1999,
and is a member of the Oakland
Navy League and Commander of the
Alameda Post of the American
Legion.

Following lunch, President
Greg Owens introduced our guest
Anne

speaker Herriage. She

discovered that most of the
attendees were involved in Scouting
at one time, and was pleased that
we begin our meetings by reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance. She noted
that people involved in Scouting
know the responsibilities of
citizenship, and the importance of
patriotism. She asked those in the
audience who were involved in
Scouting to recite the Boy Scout
Oath:

On my honor, | will do my best

To do my duty to God and my

country and to obey the Scout
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Law;
To help other people at all
times;
To keep myself physically
strong, mentally awake, and
morally straight.
She also had them recite the Scout
Law:
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous,
kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty,
brave, clean and reverent.
Anne Herriage gave us statistics for
the Mt. Diablo Silverado Council,
which has about 10,000 Scouts. Of
the 280 councils in the country, the
Mt. Diablo Silverado Council was
having the most
There
are about 400 units in the council,

recognized for
diverse board of directors.

consisting of Cub Scouts (grades K
through 5th), Boy Scouts (grade 6
through age 18), Venturing (program
for youth aged 14 to 21), Exploring
(a work-experience program for
youth aged 14 to 20), and Sea Scouts
(program for youth aged 14 to 20).
She said nationally there are about
50 million alumni of the Boy Scouts,
and about 8,000 Eagle Scouts in the
Bay Area. The Council is working on
reconnecting with Eagle Scouts to
get them involved in Scouting again.

Anne Herriage discussed the
policy of admitting girls into the Boy
Scouts. They looked at the most
active Boy Scout Packs to find out
why they were successful. The
family unit has changed, so now
there are more single-parent
households, and blended families.
Some boys were not able to
participate in Boy Scout events if his
single parent was raising a daughter,
so these packs allowed girls to
events to

attend Boy Scout

accommodate these families. The
Boy Scout Councils eventually voted
to admit girls into the Boy Scouts.
This is not an entirely new
phenomenon, as in some packs, girls
had been unofficially permitted to
attend events, but they were not
allowed to be formal members.
There is a new dynamic having girls
officially part of the Boy Scouts, and
there will be issues arising that need
to be resolved. Almost all aspects of
life are now co-ed, so a majority of
the Councils believed it was finally
time to respond to the need to
incorporate girls into the program.
When

working for the Boy Scouts, she

Anne Herriage started
never thought she would see this
integration in her lifetime.

Anne Herriage stated that
the Boy Scouts were the first

organization to develop youth

which
share with

protection training, they

freely other
organizations. Boy Scout employees
and new parents are required to
take the training course. The
training stresses that if you suspect
something, it should be reported to
the proper authorities. There are
predators

important to be vigilant, and protect

everywhere, so it is

the vulnerable.

The Council runs camps for
the Scouts — Camp Wolfeboro on
the Stanislaus River in the High
Sierras (leased from the US Forest
Service), and Camp Herms in the El
Cerrito Hills, with an incredible view
of San Francisco. The Council has a
capital campaign to upgrade the two
camps, modernize the buildings, and
accommodate girls.  They need
about $6-$10 million to complete
the upgrades. The National Scout
Jamboree now has a permanent
home at Summit Bechtel Reserve in
Glen Jean, West Virginia, thanks to

New Members Benton Miller & Michael Emry

OCTOBER 2019
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the Bechtel family. Scouts also have
an opportunity to apply to attend
Philmont Scout Ranch in the rugged
New Mexico wilderness. This
popular High Adventure camp has a
2-3 year waiting list.

Anne Herriage’s informative
talk generated many questions. She
said the admission of girls has been
positively received in Northern
California. Some people worry that
there is nothing left for boys, but
times are changing, and the Boy
Scouts need to respond to the needs
of their customers. The Scouts have
been dealing with companies and
groups being  pressured into
distancing themselves from the Boy
Scouts because they excluded girls,
and the change has allowed them to
reconnect with supporters. She said
that national experts are involved in
the development of the merit badge
books, and they are very thorough.
The books give the Scouts a great
The Boy

Scouts are always looking for people

education on the topic.

with a passion for the different
topics to be merit badge councilors.
The Boy Scouts have a Trail’s End
Scholarship in which Scouts sell

popcorn and they receive a

percentage of the sales as a

scholarship for trade school or

college. President Greg Owens
presented Anne Herriage with the
SAR Certificate of Appreciation for
her informative talk on the Boy
Scouts of America.

President Owens called
upon acting Registrar Derek Brown
to induct two new members into the
Sons of the American Revolution.
Michael G. Emry joined on the
service of his patriot ancestor Asa

Wilkins, Sr. (1757-1836), who served

as a sergeant in Captain Isaac Fry’s
Company, Third New Hampshire
Regiment commanded by Col.
Alexander Scammel. Sergeant Asa
Wilkins is buried in the Evergreen
Cemetery in Stockton, Chautauqua
County, New York. Benton C. Miller,
Jr. joined on the service of his
patriot ancestor George Walton
Bradley (1764-1835), who served as
a private in the Rutherford County,
North Carolina Militia under Captain
In 1832, Private

George Bradley received a pension

George Ledbetter.

for his service in the Revolutionary
War, and in 1845, his widow Sarah
Goodbread
pension.

received a widow’s

Secretary Stephen Renouf
presented the SAR War
Medal to President Greg Owens for

Service

his service in the United States Navy.
Greg Owens served during Desert
Shield and Desert Storm. He was on
the minesweeper USS Esteem MSO
438 when it received the Combat
Action Ribbon during Operation
Earnest  Will
Kuwaiti-owned tankers from Iranian
attacks in 1987 and 1988), and
Operation

(the protection of

Praying Mantis (the
attack in Iranian waters in retaliation
for the USS Samuel B. Roberts
hitting an Iranian mine while
escorting Kuwaiti tankers).  Past
President Steve Tucker spoke about
the Young Eagles program
(sponsored by the Experimental
Aircraft Association) at Buchanan
Field Airport in Concord, California.
Children aged 8-17 years old are
able to fly for free, and steer the

plane. He also mentioned that the

Peruvian government purchased

seven NA-50 single seat, single
engine fighter planes in 1939, which
were used in the 1941 Peru-Ecuador
War.

displayed on a pedestal at the Peru

The last remaining NA-50 is

Aeronautical Museum in Lima, Peru.
Steve Tucker said he is working on a
project to restore the NA-50 so it is
able to fly in the July 28, 2021
celebration of the 200th anniversary
of the independence of Peru from
Spain. Information on the project
can be found at www.NA50.org.
President Owens announced
that the next meeting would be held
on October 19, 2019 at the Old
Spaghetti Factory.
CASSAR Fall
Meeting on November 1-2, 2019 will
be held at the Wyndham Hotel in
Irvine, California.

The upcoming
Board of Managers

President Owens
adjourned the meeting, and he led
the chapter in the singing of God
Bless America.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

The California Society of the
Sons of the American
Revolution will hold its 144th Annual
Fall Board of Managers Meeting at
the Wyndham Irvine Hotel, 17941
Von Karman Avenue in Irvine,
California, from November 1 to 2,
2019. The registration form can be
found on the state website at:
www.CaliforniaSAR.org.

issue of the
The California
available for

The current
newsletter,
Compatriot, is
download on the state website.

state

Please download the newsletter,
which contains information on the
activities and meetings of the

California Society, SAR.
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, October 19, 2019

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

=
11:30AM—Pre-Meeting E,\,‘: F Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social 2

Yosemite Park. Past President Tim Ernst will be speaking on Yosemite
National Park in the western Sierra Nevada Mountains. Learn about how the
area called Ahwahnee (“big mouth”) came to be known as Yosemite (‘killer”).

Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Soltuccine AN fredo, Gicken Saumigiana, ov LBaked Lasagnaw
20 per persor

Deadline: 16 October 2019 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,

and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580
OR go to https://tjsar.org/index.php/calendar and select “Order lunch online now with your credit card!”

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the CMonth

* By Opproceion’e woee and paine! By your
cone in carvile chaine! We will drain our dearast
veine, but they chall be frea! Llay the proud
ucurpere low! Tyrante fall in every foe!
Liberty’e in every blow! Let ue do or die!”

THOMAS JEFFERSON _
SR Robert Burne

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

Gregory D. Owens

President Visit us on the web:

Stephen R. Renouf TISAR.ORG

Secretary

William E. Rood
Treasurer

\ O /- :\,1.5‘\\ |
%%% ;/Qj?Z You can download the full version of the Mimutemanat

http.//www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman/minuteman-archive

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter

MINUTEMAN

Stephen R. Renouf, Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311




