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| | appy New Year!
everyone had a great Holiday
Season. Now on to 2020. It appears it is

going to be an
challenging year for our country in 2020

interesting if not
with it being an election year, and all of
the political upheavals that are currently
in the news. As we move forward to face
these challenges, we all must remember
that we are all Americans, and ultimately
we all want the same goals of Life, Liberty
and the  Pursuit of
“Life, Liberty the
Happiness” as we know is a phrase in the
United States
Independence.

Happiness.
and pursuit of
Declaration of
The phrase gives three
examples of the “unalienable rights” that
the Declaration states have been given to

Compatriot Hal Strunk speaks on background of Pearl Harbor Attack
all humans by their Creator, and which
governments are created to protect. My
thought is that we have weathered so
many challenges in our history, and we
will do so in 2020.

| am excited for our Chapter in
2020.
lined up in the coming months. In

We have some great speakers

January, Compatriot Hal Strunk will speak

on Desert Storm, and in February,
USCG, who is
currently assigned as Chief of Operations
for United States Coast Guard, Pacific

Area, will speak.

Captain Laura Collins,

As has been noted in the past, we
have open opportunities (positions) for
We
need to fill these positions (especially

members to volunteer their skills.

Vice President, Registrar, and Historian)
to keep our Chapter strong and active. |
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CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

look forward to meeting and
working with you all in 2020. Let us
keep our active duty Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast
Guardsmen in our thoughts and
prayers.

— Gregory Owens, President

Secretary’s Notes

‘ | ‘he Thomas Jefferson /
Chapter had 19 members A

and guests at its November 16, 2019

election meeting at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord,
California. President Greg Owens

called the meeting to order, and

introduced Past Vice President
Generals Stephen Renouf and Bob
Ebert; Past CASSAR President Derek
Brown; DAR Members Kay Ernst and
Virginia Rood; guests Joy Javellana,
Margaret Medcalf, and Morgan
Stevens; and speaker Hal Strunk.
Registrar Derek Brown announced
that we had three new potential
applicants in the past month, and
continue to process the backlog of
applicants. So far we have had nine
new members approved this year,
and hopefully a few more before the
year ends.

Following lunch, President
Owens introduced our speaker,
Compatriot Hal Strunk, who spoke
about a theory on the background of
the Pearl Harbor attack. He said the
origins of World War 1l go back to
the punitive Treaty of Versailles that
ended World War I.

crushed by the

The German
economy was
reparations demands, and the
resulting chaos and disorder led to

the rise of Adolf Hitler and the

National Socialist German Workers’
Hitler allied
Germany with Mussolini’s Fascist
Japan.
Hitler began annexing former parts

Party (Nazi Party).

ltaly and Tojo’s Imperial
of the German Empire, and areas
where there were large populations
of Germans — Saar (1935), Rhineland
(1936), Austria (1938), Sudetenland
(1938), Czechoslovakia (1939), and
finally Western Poland (1939). After
Poland was invaded by Germany and
the Soviet Union, Great Britain and
France finally declared war on
1939 -
starting World War Il in Europe. In
1940, the British Expeditionary Force
in France retreated to Dunkirk, and

Germany in September

was forced to withdraw from
Continental Europe by the German
advance. Some thought that Hitler
let the British escape as he was only
interested in dominating Continental
Europe, and hoped the British might
join him later in the fight against
Communism. By June 1940, France
had surrendered to Germany. Japan
occupied French Indochina, and the
US cut off oil exports, forcing them
to invade the Dutch East Indies for
an alternate oil supply to fuel its war
In June 1941, Hitler
violated his treaty with the Soviet

machine.

Union, and invaded the Soviet Union
in Operation Barbarossa.

Hal Strunk said Hitler’'s U-
Boat Wolfpacks prowled the seas,
sinking Allied shipping. British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill was
eager to convince President Franklin
Roosevelt to have the United States
enter the war to rescue Britain,
which now stood alone against
Germany and lItaly. Despite the
constant pressure on Roosevelt to

enter the war, he resisted as he had
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won a recent campaign for the
presidency by promising no US boys

fight Europe’s
The United States
citizens were isolationist, and there
In 1938,
Hitler had been selected as Time

being sent to
unending wars.

were many pro-Germans.

magazine’s Man of the Year, and
Henry Ford received Germany’s
Grand Cross of the German Eagle.
Standard Oil was fueling the German
Wolfpacks. In the 1930’s, Hal Strunk
lived in a German neighborhood in
New York City. Roosevelt knew that
Germany would not attack the
United States, as Hitler wanted the
US to be neutral in the war since
Germany was fighting on two fronts
with the British and the Russians. In
August 1941,

Churchill met
Newfoundland, Canada — Roosevelt

Roosevelt and
secretly in

arriving on the USS Augusta, and
Churchill arriving on the HMS Prince
of Wales. The meeting resulted in
the Atlantic Charter, which stated
the US and British post-war goals: no
territorial changes against the
wishes of the people living there,
and restoration of self-government,
global  cooperation, and the
disarmament of aggressor nations.
They hoped to eliminate the
problems of the Treaty of Versailles,
which planted the seeds of another
world war.

Hal Strunk said President
Roosevelt knew that the only way to
change the isolationist feelings of
the American public was an Axis
surprise attack on the United States,
which would enrage the people.
Since Germany and Italy would be
unlikely to attack the United States,
he said that Roosevelt turned his
their

attentions to other Axis

partner — Imperial Japan. Robert
Stinnett, in his book Day of Deceit:
The Truth About FDR and Pearl
Harbor, used the Freedom of
Information Act to obtain previously
classified documents, although there
is still a great amount of material
that remains classified. He obtained
by Lt.

McCollum,

a memorandum written
Arthur
which listed eight provocations of

Commander

the Japanese, including “keep the
main strength of the U.S. fleet now
in the Pacific in the vicinity of the
Hal stated that
the Japanese diplomatic and military

Hawaiian Islands.”

codes had been broken by the
United States, and
messages were sent to Washington,

intercepted

DC, to be decrypted and analyzed.
In February 1941, Admiral James
Richardson (Commander in Chief, US
Fleet) opposed Roosevelt’s orders to
redeploy the US Pacific Fleet to
Hawaii, which Richardson felt was
provocative, and dangerous, for
which he was fired. In November

1941, Admiral Nagumo on his

flagship, the IUMS Akagi, left the
Chishima Islands (now Kurile Islands)
bound for Hawaii with orders to
attack the US Pacific Fleet at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. US listening posts
intercepted messages from Admiral
Yamamoto to Admiral Nagumo on
the Akagi, and the coded intercepts
were forwarded to Washington, DC,
for decryption. There were only 36
people
decrypted  Japanese
which did not
Husband Kimmel or General Walter
Short,
defending US forces in Hawaii. Prior
to the attack, the three US aircraft
carriers, USS

cleared to read the
messages,
include Admiral

who were in charge of

Enterprise,  USS
Lexington, and USS Saratoga, left
Pearl Harbor, and were not there for
the attack.

At 8 AM on December 7,
1941, Japanese planes from Admiral
Nagumo’s fleet appeared over Pearl
Harbor and launched a sneak attack
They
damaged or destroyed every
battleship in Pearl Harbor. All of the
battleships (except USS Arizona and
USS Utah)
returned to service.

on the US bases in Hawaii.

restored and
In total, 20

were
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ships and 300 planes were crippled
or destroyed, and 2,403 soldiers,
sailors and civilians were killed, and
Admiral
Nagumo retreated after the attack,

1,000 were wounded.

as he did not know where the three
US aircraft carriers were located,
and did not want to run into them
with his planes away from his
carriers.

On December 8, 1941, the
US Congress declared war on Japan
with the support of the outraged
citizens of the country. On
December 11, 1941, Japan’s Axis
Allies -
declared war on the United States.

Germany and ltaly -
The United States reciprocated by
declaring war on Germany and Italy.
President Roosevelt was finally able
to join the war in Europe against
Germany. On December 12, 1941,
Bulgaria, Hungary, and Romania
declared war on the United States.
On June 4, 1942, the United States
declared war on German allies
Bulgaria, Hungary, and Romania.

Hal Strunk stated that
General Billy Mitchell proved the
effectiveness of planes sinking naval
He said 1,000

bombers could be constructed for

warships in 1921.

the same cost as one battleship. He
was court-martialed in 1925 after
accusing the Army and Navy of
incompetence, and was convicted
without respect to the truthfulness
of his allegations, and suspended,
causing him to retire. In civilian life,
he continued to preach the
effectiveness of air power. Germany
and Japan were convinced that air
power was important, and it was
used with devastating effectiveness
at Pearl Harbor by the Japanese.
Ironically, in April 1942, the Doolittle

consisting of 16 B-25
Mitchell led the first
attack on Japan. The planes were
launched from the first USS Hornet
in 1943, and
replaced by the USS Hornet, which is

Raiders,
Bombers,

(which was sunk

now anchored in Alameda).
In the aftermath of the
Attack on Pearl Harbor, Admiral

Kimmel and General Short were

relieved of duty, demoted, and
discharged in disgrace, despite being
kept in the dark prior to the attack.
They demanded to have a court-
martial in which they could defend
themselves, but they were denied.
Roosevelt  accused them  of
dereliction of duty, and made them
scapegoats. In 1999, the US Senate
voted 52 to 47 to clear the names of
Kimmel and Short. They found a 25-
page memorandum from the Office
of Naval Intelligence in the FDR
Library dated December 4, 1941,
which stated the real possibility of
an attack on Pearl Harbor and the
Neither the

memorandum, nor the decrypted

Panama Canal Zone.

Japanese messages, were forwarded
to Kimmel and Short. Kimmel’s
complaints about the vulnerability of
Pearl Harbor were all ignored in
Washington, DC. However, no US
president has ever pardoned them.
Hal Strunk said that he saw
an article entitled “Why Did the
Attack on Pearl Harbor Occur? An
Intelligence  Failure?” in  the
Association of Former Intelligence
Officers’ The Intelligencer by Admiral
Kimmel’s grandson, Tom Kimmel, a
former FBI agent, in 2009. Hal

contacted him and told him about

this information on the background
of the attack on Pearl Harbor.
President Owens presented the SAR
Certificate of Appreciation to Hal
Strunk for
presentation on the background of
the Pearl Harbor attack.

President Owens read the

his thought-provoking

chapter officer nominations for
2020:

Secretary Stephen Renouf, Treasurer

President Greg Owens,
Bill Rood, Registrar Derek Brown,
and Chaplain Eugene Stevens. The
nominated officers were elected
unanimously, and they will be sworn
into office at the January 18, 2020
Annual Meeting at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in

Concord, California.

Treasurer Bill Rood gave the
treasurer’s report. We have not
presented any SAR Flag Certificates
yet. If you know of any person or
organization that properly flies the
US Flag, please let us know so we
can award the SAR Flag Certificate.
President Owens adjourned the
meeting, and led the chapter in the
singing of God Bless America.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Supplementals

]f you are planning on submitting
a supplemental application,
please ensure that you (1) are an
active member and current in your
dues and (2) route the supplemental
application and documentation
through the chapter registrar.

This will allow the chapter
registrar to review the supplemental
meets the SAR
In addition, the SAR
checklist has to be

attached for the state registrar’s

to ensure it
standards.
application

files.
— Derek Brown, Registrar
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OFFICER INSTALLATION MEETING
Saturday, January 18, 2020

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

};}\" S =
11:30AM—Pre-Meeting E,\,‘: F Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social 2

Operation Desert Storm. Compatriot Hal Strunk was a Naval Reserve officer at
USCENTCOM, and he served under General Norman Schwartzkopf. He will speak on
Operation Desert Storm, the combat phase of the Gulf War of 1990-91 to free Kuwait from
Iragi occupation under Saddam Hussein. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Soltuccine AN fredo, Gicken Saumigiana, ov LBaked Lasagnaw
20 per persor

Deadline: 15 January 2020 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,

and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580
OR go to https://tjsar.org/index.php/calendar and select “Order lunch online now with your credit card!”

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the CMonth

" The friende we have loet do not repoce
under the ground ... they are buried
deep in our hearte. It hae been thue
ordained that they may alwayce

THOMAS JEFFERSON qccompany us .
CHAPTER

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

—  Alexandre Dumac

Gregory D. Owens

President Visit us on the web:

Stephen R. Renouf TISAR.ORG

Secretary

William E. Rood
Treasurer
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