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I n February, we observe Saint 

Valentine’s Day and Presidents’ 

Day.  Historically, Americans began 

celebrating George Washington’s 

Birthday just months after his death, long 

before Congress declared it a federal 

holiday.  It was not until 1879, under 

President Rutherford B. Hayes, that 

Washington’s Birthday became a legal 

holiday, to be observed on his birthday, 

February 22.  Contrary to popular belief, 

the observed federal holiday is actually 

called “Washington’s Birthday.”  Neither 

Congress nor the President has ever 

stipulated that the name of the holiday 

observed as Washington’s Birthday be 

changed to Presidents’ Day.  Additionally, 

Congress has never declared a national 

holiday binding in all states, and each 

state decides its own legal holidays.  This 

is why there are some calendar 

discrepancies when it comes to 

this holiday. 

 Another anniversary in February 

we should keep in mind this year is the 

75th Anniversary of Iwo Jima.  The US 

Marines invaded Iwo Jima on February 

19, 1945, after months of naval and air 

bombardment.  Japanese defenders were 

dug into bunkers deep within the island’s 

volcanic rocks. Approximately 70,000 US 

Marines and 18,000 Japanese soldiers 

took part in the battle.   In 36 days of 

fighting, nearly 7,000 Marines were 

killed, and another 20,000 were 

wounded.  The Marines captured 216 

Japanese soldiers; the rest were killed in 

action.  The island was declared secured 
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 President Greg Owens.   

 Registrar Derek Brown 

delivered the registrar’s report: 

there were 14 new members in 

2019, and three applications were 

sent to National last week; we 

currently have 31 active applicants, 

and 94 of the backlog decided not to 

actively pursue applications at this 

time.  Secretary Renouf stated that 

the dues for 2020 had been 

collected. We started the year 2019 

with 110 members, added 14 new 

members, added three transfers in 

to the chapter, lost two compatriots 

to death, lost two to resignation, 

and lost 18 to drops for non-

payment.  We started 2020 with five 

fewer members: 105 total 

compatriots.   

 President Greg Owens 

presented the SAR War Service 

Medal to Col. R. Philip Stage (USAR-

Ret.) for his service in Operation 

Joint Endeavor in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina in 1997, for which he 

received the Armed Forces 

Expeditionary Medal. 

 President Owens introduced 

our speaker, Compatriot Hal Strunk, 

who is a veteran of Operation Desert 

Storm.  He stated that the US had 

contingency war plans in the Middle 

East. Plans were in place if Russia 

invaded Iran during the Iran-Iraq 

War, or if Libya attacked Egypt.  Hal 

Strunk was with USCENTCOM for 

seven years, during which time he 

worked for General H. Norman 

Schwarzkopf, who developed 

Operation Plan 1002-90, a 

contingency plan for defending 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait in the event 

of war with Iraq.   

 On July 17, 1990, Saddam 

Hussein began a crisis in the Middle 

on March 16, 1945.  The battle ranks 

among the bloodiest in Marine 

Corps History (Source: National 

WWII Museum). 

 I look forward to seeing you 

all at our February meeting, and 

working with you all in 2020.  Let us 

keep our active duty Soldiers, 

Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast 

Guardsmen in our thoughts and 

prayers.  

— Gregory Owens, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter had 21 members 

and guests at its January 18, 2020 

annual meeting at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  

President Greg Owens called the 

meeting to order, and introduced 

Past Vice President Generals 

Stephen Renouf and Bob Ebert; 

CASSAR Executive VP Don Littlefield, 

and his wife Mary Ann; Past CASSAR 

President Derek Brown; Past IDSSAR 

President Geoffrey Thorpe; new 

transfer member James Scarbrough; 

DAR Members Janet Brown and Kay 

Ernst; guests Cindy Cleveland, and 

Sgt. Elizabeth Freitas (USA-Ret.); 

applicant Christopher Hill and his 

son Cyrus Hill; and speaker Hal 

Strunk.   

 Following lunch, President 

Greg Owens called upon CASSAR 

Executive Vice President Don 

Littlefield to induct the 2020 chapter 

officers: President Greg Owens, 

Secretary Stephen Renouf, Treasurer 

Bill Rood, Registrar Derek Brown, 

and Chaplain Eugene Stevens.  He 

then presented the gavel to 
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East by stating he would invade 

Kuwait unless they ceded land in an 

old border dispute, reduced oil 

production, and reduced their share 

of the oil in the Rumaila oil field 

(which was under both countries).  

On July 25, 1990, Saddam Hussein 

told the US Ambassador that he did 

not intend to use force on Kuwait to 

resolve their dispute, but he massed 

100,000 troops and 300 tanks on the 

border with Kuwait.  On August 2, 

1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait - 

President Bush declared a national 

emergency, and the UN Security 

Council voted 14-0 to demand the 

immediate withdrawal of Iraqi 

forces from Kuwait.   

 Hal Strunk asked how we 

came to support Kuwait against Iraq, 

which was our ally during the Iran-

Iraq War.  We gave weapons to Iraq 

under the principle that “the enemy 

of our enemy is our friend,” rather 

than because we supported Dictator 

Saddam Hussein.   The Kuwaitis gave 

support to Iraq during the war with 

Iran, but unlike the US and Saudi 

Arabia, they expected to be 

compensated for their aid.  They 

were also taking a large share of the 

Rumaila oil field they shared with 

Iraq.  Hal Strunk stated that the Al-

Sabah dynasty ruling Kuwait 

conducted a propaganda campaign 

of disinformation to get US support.  

He said a Kuwaiti princess had told 

the US that Iraqi invaders were 

killing babies, and urged the US to 

intervene on their behalf.  Hal 

Strunk was called to active duty for 

the war, and was sent to Bahrain the 

following day.  

 Saddam Hussein had set up 

his “Line of Death,” consisting of 

minefields and oil-filled trenches, to 

program; while Rihab Taha “Dr. 

Germ,” and Huda Ammash “Dr. 

Anthrax,” who were trained in US 

universities, led his bioweapon 

program.  Iranian prisoners of war 

were used to test the biological 

weapons.  Hal Strunk said all that 

was needed for a bioweapon 

program was a can of chicken soup 

(a growth medium for disease), a 

heating pad, and a jar in which to 

put the finished product.  Every 

twenty minutes, the germ cells 

divide, so they can quickly produce 

gallons of bioweapons.  The French-

built plant at Al-Manal produced 

30,000 gallons of botulinum toxin, 

and no one knows what became of 

the toxin.   

 An Iraqi scientist who 

worked in the mobile weapons labs 

with Dr. Germ and Dr. Anthrax 

traveled to Germany and asked for 

asylum.  He was given the code 

name “Curve Ball,” and he gave the 

Germans information on the Iraqi 

bioweapon program.  Colin Powell 

took the information to the United 

Nations in 2003, and gave a speech 

detailing information received from 

Curve Ball and from intelligence 

services of other countries.  The 

United States and over 30 other 

nations formed a coalition to invade 

Iraq and depose Saddam Hussein.  

Just prior to the invasion, Saddam 

Hussein began transferring his 

biological and chemical weapons to 

Syria, and little remained in Iraq by 

the time of the US-led invasion.  Hal 

Strunk believes that it is highly likely 

that the US knew of this fact before 

the invasion.   

 In March 2003, the US-led 

invasion toppled Saddam’s Ba’athist 

government within three weeks.  

protect their invasion of Kuwait.  

The Marines of Task Force Ripper 

were ordered on a suicide mission to 

cut through the Line of Death and 

kill Hussein’s Republican Guard.  

Fortunately, the heavy monsoon 

rains exposed the land mines, and 

the normal north-to-south winds 

reversed, so the Iraqis could not use 

their chemical weapons without it 

blowing back to them.  The Marines 

stormed through, the Iraqi Army 

folded, and Kuwait was quickly 

liberated.  The retreating Iraqis 

looted anything they could carry, 

discarded their uniforms, and fled 

back towards Iraq on Highway 80 in 

tanks and stolen civilian vehicles.  

Coalition forces bombed the 

retreating Iraqi forces on what 

became known as the “Highway of 

Death.”   Pictures of the carnage 

were broadcast around the world, 

and former US Attorney General 

Ramsey Clark criticized the bombing 

of the retreating army, angering 

General Schwarzkopf.  Colin Powell 

ordered an immediate ceasefire, so 

much of the Republican Guard was 

allowed to escape, and later went 

on to murder many Shi‘a Muslims 

and Marsh Arabs.  The Iraqis had 

heavy losses in their failed invasion 

of Kuwait – about 60,000 killed. 

 In the years following the 

war, Saddam Hussein ordered his 

scientists educated in the West to 

return home to Iraq to work on his 

nuclear, biological and chemical 

weapons programs.  Two PhD 

graduates from the University of 

East Anglia, and one PhD graduate 

from MIT led Saddam’s nuclear 



Very little of the biological and 

chemical weapons  were found since 

they were previously sent to Syria.  

Saddam Hussein went into hiding, 

and eluded capture.  Saddam’s wife, 

who fled to Lebanon prior to the 

invasion, ran out of money, and she 

phoned Saddam on his cell phone.  

The US was able to trace the call, 

which led to the capture of Saddam 

Hussein in December 2003 near his 

hometown of Tikrit.  He was 

sentenced to death for crimes 

against humanity by an Iraqi Special 

Tribunal in November 2006, and was 

hanged the following month.  

President Owens presented the SAR 

Certificate of Appreciation to Hal 

Strunk for his informative 

presentation on Operation Desert 

Storm, and the subsequent Iraq War 

of 2003. 

 President Owens announced 

the next meeting would be on 

February 15, 2020, and would 

feature Captain Laura Collins, the 

Chief of Operations in the Pacific 

Area for the US Coast Guard.  

CASSAR XVP Don Littlefield 

announced that the CASSAR Annual 

Meeting will be held in April 2020 at 

the Murieta Inn & Spa in Rancho 

Murieta, California.  There is an 

equestrian center adjacent to it with 

25 arenas, and it is in the Amador 

Wine Country.  There are a few 

rooms left at the hotel – if people 

have difficulty making reservations, 

Don Littlefield said he could assist.  

On the Sunday after the meeting, 

there will be an NRA Black Powder 

Class at the Murieta Inn hosted by 

Color Guard Commander Mark 

Kramer and Russ Kaiser.  The fee is 

$50 for the class, and a range fee of 

$9-$16 on Monday for the firing-

Beneficial Finance (Manager of the 

Year of Northern CA for 1978); 

administrative assistant to County 

Supervisor Richard Brann; vice 

president of CMT Federal Credit 

Union; and a part-time sales rep. 

for his close personal friend, Lee 

O’Dell, at Sports Corner, Inc.   

 Fred was very active in 

community affairs. He served on the 

Fairfield Planning Commission, 

Fairfield Architectural Approval 

Committee, Solano County Planning 

Commission, and Solano County Arts 

Commission.  He was a Campaign 

Manager for some County and 

School District elections.     

 Compatriot Barnes joined 

the Sons of the American Revolution 

in 2000 on the service of his patriot 

ancestor, Lt. Colonel Solomon 

Spafford (1756-1837) of the 

Vermont Militia.  He was a member 

of many other organizations, 

including the Fairfield Kiwanis Club, 

Solano County Genealogical Society, 

Connecticut Society of Genealogists, 

National Assn of Uniformed Services, 

Sampson AFB Veterans Association, 

the United Veterans Memorial 

Association, the National Society of 

the American Colonists, Freedom 

through Vigilance Association (USAF 

Security Service), 6918th Security 

Service Alumni, NCO Association, Air 

Force Association, and American 

Legion Post 182.    

 Fred and Edna Barnes 

published two books listing 

descendants of Thomas Barnes, an 

original settler of Hartford, 

Connecticut, in 1635.     

 Compatriot Fred Barnes was 

buried with full military honors at 

the Sacramento Valley National 

Cemetery in Dixon, California. 

part of the class. 

 Derek Brown announced the 

NSSAR Spring Leadership Meeting in 

February in Louisville, Kentucky, and 

the SAR President General Trip to 

Bermuda on May 12-18, 2020.  The 

Annual SAR Congress will be held on 

July 11-16 in Richmond, Virginia.  

President Owens adjourned the 

meeting, and led the chapter in the 

singing of God Bless America. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary 

W e regret to 

announce 

the passing of our 

dear Compatriot 

Fred Barnes on 

January 7, 2020 in 

Fairfield, California.   

 Frederic Wayne Barnes was 

born on November 3, 1933 in 

Lowell, Massachusetts, the fourth 

child of Percy Barnes and Esther 

Johnson.  Fred attended the 

University of Nebraska, Omaha; and 

Solano Community College; and he 

completed many extension courses 

with Pennsylvania State and 

University of Maryland while he was 

stationed in Korea, Japan, and 

Germany.     

 Fred served 20 Years in the 

Air Force, retiring in 1971 as a 

Master Sergeant Weather 

forecaster.  He met his wife Edna at 

Offutt Weather Central, Nebraska, 

where they served as USAF 

coworkers.  Fred and Edna Barnes 

have lived in Fairfield, California, 

since 1961.  After his military 

service, Fred was a manager for 



                                Questions?  Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:    Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA    94580 
OR go to https://tjsar.org/index.php/calendar and select “Order lunch online now with your credit card!” 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

FEBRUARY 2020 

Deadline: 13 February 2020 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 

 

Programme:  

Captain Laura D. Collins, USCG.  Captain Collins serves as Chief of Operations 
for the US Coast Guard Pacific Area.  She has a bachelor’s degree in electrical 
engineering from the Coast Guard Academy, and a master’s degree in chemical 
engineering from Johns Hopkins University.  Captain Collins will give us an 
overview of the Coast Guard in the Bay Area.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 

“Regulations say we have to go 
out. They say nothing about 
coming back.”  

— Coast Guard Saying 

 
Visit us on the web: 
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You can download the full version of the Minuteman at   
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