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§N7elcome back from our
Summer Break. | hope you

are well and staying safe.

Considering
the challenges we are all experiencing
with the COVID-9 Pandemic, | doubt any
of us were able to do things we had
On that
note, we are having to adjust our

planned to do this Summer.

timelines and expectations week to week
this Fall
continue to occur.
Out of
everyone safe, as healthy as possible, and

due to the challenges that

necessity to keep
do our civic duty to follow guidelines
from our Governor and local leaders, our
had to
adjustments on our planned meetings.

Chapter has make some

We are hoping to again begin to have our
meetings at the Spaghetti Factory in

Concord as soon as possible. For the

Coast Guard Poster. Image from Library of Congress, Washington, DC
present, we will be using Zoom Meeting
to allow a quality and reliable alternative
to in person participation. You will be
receiving a Zoom Meeting invite soon. If
you have cell phone, computer, or an
iPad, you can download the Zoom
Application for free, and can be seen and
heard at the meeting.

already done so, please download the

If you have not

App so we can see and hear from you.

Please join me in sending positive
energy, good thoughts, and/or prayers
that we will be able to meet in person by
year’s end. This Bible passage, from
Romans 5:3-4, continues to ring true to
me since March: “We also boast of our
troubles because we know that trouble
produces endurance, endurance brings
God’s approval, and His approval creates
hope.” We are in this together, and
together we will get through it!

— Gregory Owens, President
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)ue to the Wuhan Virus
Pandemic, the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter held a Zoom
Meeting on Saturday, June 27, 2020.
We had fourteen chapter members
in the meeting — President Owens,

Secretary Renouf, Treasurer Rood,
Registrar Brown, Chaplain Stevens,
Webmaster Bohannon, Past
President Ernst, Nick Bowles, Jim
Cleveland, Steve Main, Jeff Nibert,
Phil Stage, Hal Strunk, and Bob
Vernagallo. We had four guests —
Don Littlefield (CASSAR President),
Bob Ebert (SF Chapter), Mark Tanis
(Prospective Member), and guest
speaker David Rosen.

President Owens called the
meeting to order and asked for a
moment of silence for Past President
Oliver Everette and Past Registrar
Lee Preston, who had passed away.

President Owens introduced
guest speaker David Rosen, the
Pacific Area Historian for the US
Coast Guard since 2003. Dr. Rosen
created a library by gathering
material from veterans and units of
the Coast Guard. He received a PhD
in History from the University of
Wisconsin.

Dr. Rosen spoke about the
history of the Coast Guard on the
The first officer

commissioned in the Revenue Cutter

Pacific Coast.

Service (in 1791) was Captain Hopley
(1739-1812),
considered the Father of the Coast
Guard.

Yeaton and he is

He was a member of the

Continental  Navy. The first
Commandant of the Revenue Cutter
Service was Alexander Frazier. In
1832, he joined the Revenue Cutter
Service (founded in 1790 under the
Department of the Treasury, and the
antecedent of the Coast Guard). In
1837,

Revenue Cutter Service to patrol the

Congress authorized the
coasts and assist vessels in distress.
Frazier commanded a cutter, and
was a pioneer in establishing this
new duty for the Revenue Cutter
Service over the next three years. In
1843, Captain Frazier became the
first commandant of the Revenue
Cutter Service, organizing all the
new duties of the service. He was
very strict, and was replaced in
1848, when he was given command
of the brig Lawrence. The Gold Rush
in California in 1849 brought Captain
Frazier’s ship around Cape Horn to
San Francisco Bay, where 400-500
ships were docked after bringing
miners. The Revenue Cutter Service
was extended to the Pacific Coast,
and Captain Frazier helped to
establish law and order in the new
California Territory. He established
a seamanship school on the
Lawrence, and reported on his
progress to Washington, DC. He was
ordered to secure the revenue,
assist ships in distress, and make
scientific examinations of ports he
visited (the three basic functions of
the Coast Guard in peacetime). The
Revenue Cutter Service helped to
establish law and order among the
unruly crews in San Francisco Bay.
He returned to New York in 1852,
and he was investigated for using

corporal punishment in California.

unless specifically stated. Sons of Liberty, and was a He was cleared but eventually
CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM commissioned  officer in the forced to go into commercial
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shipping.

Dr. Rosen stated that the
first lighthouse in San Francisco Bay
was on Alcatraz in 1854. The light
was provided by oil wick lamps, and
the keepers were known as
“wickies.” In 1884, the government
purchased the proto-ice breaker
Bear, with a massive wooden hull
built for arctic exploration. From
1885 to 1915, the Bear would sail
from its home port in Oakland,
California, to the Alaska Territory for
Bering Sea patrol.  Sailors had
virtually exterminated the native
population of whales, walruses and
seals, so the whalers and Alaskan
natives were starving. Captain
Michael Healy of the Bear used
personal funds to bring Siberian
reindeer to Alaska to set up Alaskan
herds for food. Healy patrolled the
coast of Alaska for twenty years with
the Revenue Cutter Service. He was
a strict disciplinarian, and was court-
martialed twice for his tactics.
Captain Healy is buried in Colma,
California.

The Revenue Cutter Service
ship McCulloch came into service in
1897, and was stationed in San
Francisco. Two weeks before the
outbreak of the Spanish-American
War, the McCulloch

Navy’s Asiatic

joined the
Squadron under
Commodore George Dewey. As the
McCulloch entered Manila Bay under
cover of darkness, soot from the
smokestacks caught fire, drawing
Spanish fire and commencing the
Battle of Manila Bay. After the war,
the McCulloch resumed patrol of the
coast from Mexico to Oregon.

In 1906, the Great
Earthquake struck San Francisco.

The Navy, Marines, and Revenue

Cutter Service helped to restore law
and order in the chaos following the
earthquake and fire. The cutters
Golden Gate, Thetis, Perry, Bear and
McCulloch assisted in disaster relief,
and helped to evacuate people from
San Francisco.

Dr. Rosen spoke of the
Guard
Government Island was created in
1913 by dredging the Brooklyn Basin
to extend the Oakland Estuary to
San Leandro Bay. In 1926, the Coast
Guard established Base 11 on
Government Island. In the 1930’s
with the looming war with Japan,
the Coast Guard built brick buildings

on Government Island for national

history of Coast Island.

defense. Coast Guard Intelligence
participated in the US efforts to spy
on the Empire of Japan. Intelligence
gathered by the US

services proved pivotal in the Battle

intelligence

of Midway. A training center was
built on Government Island in 1942
to train firemen, signalmen,
laundrymen, radiomen, boatswain’s
mates, cooks, bakers, and security
guards. The training center closed in
1982, and was re-located Yorktown,
Virginia, and Petaluma, California;
the boot camp was re-located to
Cape May, New Jersey. The island
was re-named Coast Guard Island,
and Coast Guard offices from San
Francisco were re-located to Coast
Guard Island.

Dr. Rosen mentioned the
first commandant of the US Coast
Guard — Ellsworth Bertholf. He was
fourth

commandant of the Revenue Cutter

appointed as the

Service in 1911, and became the first

commandant of the Coast Guard
when it was founded in 1915, when
Congress combined the Revenue
Cutter Service and the Life Saving
Service. After the sinking of the
RMS Titanic in 1912, the Revenue
Cutter Service was assigned the task
of tracking icebergs in the North
Atlantic, and informing shipping of
the hazards. When the United
States entered World War | in 1917,
the Coast Guard was transferred to
the Department of the Navy. After
the war, the Navy wanted to absorb
the Coast Guard, but Commandant
Bertholf fought to restore it to the
Treasury Department, which
succeeded in 1919. In the 1920’s,
the Coast Guard, with wooden ships
and Winchester rifles, seized boats
from rum runners, and incorporated
them into the Coast Guard fleet.
Russell Waesche was
appointed commandant of the Coast
Guard in 1936. He was responsible
for the incorporation of the US
Lighthouse Service into the Coast
Guard in 1939, and for the creation
of the Coast Guard Reserves.
Waesche led the Coast Guard
through World War 1l, and greatly
of Coast
1941,
Greenland was placed under an

expanded the number
Guardsmen. In  April
American protectorate since it’s
mother country Denmark was under
Nazi occupation. Waesche created
the Northeast Greenland Sledge
Patrol to prevent German
occupation. In November 1941, the
Coast Guard was again placed under
the Department of the Navy.
Waesche created the Coast Guard
Women’s Reserves (SPARs) to fill
shore positions and free up Coast

Guardsmen for duty at sea and
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overseas. The SPARs were led by
Captain Dorothy Stratton, who
formerly was a US Navy WAVE. At
the end of 1945, the Coast Guard
was returned to the Treasury
Department, and Commandant
Waesche retired.

During the recent Wuhan
Virus Pandemic, the Coast Guard
helped to evacuate passengers and
crew from cruise ships. Dr. Rosen
called the Coast Guard unsung
heroes. They are currently working
on establishing a National Coast
Guard Museum in New London,
Connecticut. It is important to
honor all the men and women who
served in the Revenue Cutter Service
and Coast Guard, who operated
under the motto, Semper Paratus
Their

unofficial motto, “You have to go

(“Always  Prepared”).
out, but you don’t have to come
back,” was the motto of the Life
Saving Service, which combined with
the Revenue Cutter Service into the
US Coast Guard in 1915. The Coast
Guard has historical information on
its website: www.history.uscg.mil.

Tim Ernst asked what was
the authority for the Coast Guard to
intercept drug runners in
international waters. Dr. Rosen said
that if the vessel is not properly
flagged, then there are no laws
protecting it (as in piracy). If the
vessel is properly flagged, the Coast
Guard has a program in place to
contact the appropriate government
to get permission to stop and board
the vessel. President Owens
thanked Dr.

informative presentation.

Rosen for his
Registrar Brown said since
the last meeting in February 2020,
there are 40 applications in various

With the
recent approval of Jeff Nibert, there
applications at
National HQ. We have five new

stages of completion.

are no pended

members approved since the last
meeting — Steven T. Main, John E.
Plotts, Bryan R. Plotts, Kyle J. Plotts,
and Jeffrey P. Nibert. We welcome
the new members to the SAR, and
hope to present their certificates at
a future meeting. Awards Chairman
Derek Brown announced that the
chapter has presented 10 Eagle
Scout certificates, 6 Navy League Sea
Cadets and one ROTC
(Marines) award. We did not award
any JROTC awards due to the Wuhan
Virus Pandemic. He also announced

awards,

that the San Francisco Bay Area
Council, the Alameda Council, and
the Mt.
were recently combined by the Boy

Diablo Silverado Council

Scouts into the new Golden Gate

Area  Council (covering  San
Francisco, the East Bay, and the
North Bay).

Derek  Brown is the
chairman of the CASSAR Nominating
Committee, and he announced that
we are looking for a volunteer to run
for Vice President North in April
2021. It is a five-year commitment:
a two-year term as vice president
north, followed by a one-year term
as executive vice president, a one-
year term as president, and serving
as NSSAR Trustee for California for
one year. Please contact Derek
Brown if you would consider running
for any office in the state society.

CASSAR

Littlefield asked all members to find

President Don

some way to mark the July 4th

Independence Day National Holiday
so it will not be forgotten with the
Wuhan Virus restrictions. The Fall
2020 CASSAR Board of Managers
Meeting is currently scheduled for
13-14, 2020, at the
Double Tree Hilton Hotel in Rohnert

November
Park, California. Please make hotel
reservations as soon as possible so
the state society will have an idea of
If the
meeting cannot be held due to

how many will be attending.

Wuhan Virus restrictions, you can
reservations
date.
Reservations can be made with the
hotel by calling 707-586-5466.
Compatriot  Hal  Strunk
had been
scheduled to speak in Pleasanton for
Memorial Day, but it had to be
cancelled due to
He prepared a speech
on the hardships of soldiers — if you

always cancel your

prior to the meeting

announced that he

Coronavirus

restrictions.

are interested, you can e-mail him at
hkstrunk@comcast.net for a copy of

the speech. Newest member Jeff
Nibert thanked Stephen Renouf and
Derek Brown for their help in the
application process. Compatriot Bob
noted that he
in playing taps for

Vernagallo
participated
Memorial Day.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

The September Meeting will be
held by Zoom Meeting on
Saturday, September 19, 2020 at
1PM. We are sending the meeting
link to all people for which we have
e-mail addresses. If you do not
receive a link by e-mail, check your
spam folder or send an e-mail to
Secretary Renouf at Usina@aol.com.
We hope to “see” you there.
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N N 7 e regret to
announce that
John
passed away on March 14, 2020 in
Orlando, Florida, at the age of 88.
John Atkin Moore, Jr. was
born on December 24, 1931 in
Jackson, Michigan, and was the son

Compatriot Moore

of John Atkin Moore, Sr. and Evelyn
May Bowen. He moved to Detroit,
Michigan, at an early age and
attended the public schools there.
His mother died when John was 12,
and a few years later his father
remarried. John graduated from
Wayne State University with an AB
degree and a Juris Doctor degree
with honors, and was admitted to
the Michigan Bar in 1956.

After John
enlisted in the US Army, and served
on active duty from 1955 to 1957 at
Fort Lesley J. McNair in Washington,
D.C. While there, he met Barbara
Jane Moore (no relation) of New
Hartford, then

employed by the Air Force—they

graduating,

lowa, who was
were married in 1959.
Following his military
service, John was employed by the
Chrysler Corporation Missile Division
in Detroit, and he moved to San
Diego, California, in 1960 to serve as
the West Coast Counsel for the
Stromberg Carlson Division of

General Dynamics. John was

admitted to the California Bar in

1962.
changes in General Dynamics, John

After various organizational

was appointed Division Counsel for
General Dynamics/Electronics in San
Diego. In 1965, John joined the Law
Department of Kaiser Aluminum &
Chemical Corporation in Oakland,
California — he had many and varied
legal assignments, both domestic
In 1984 he was
president, deputy
general counsel, and secretary of

and international.
elected Vvice

He retired from
Kaiser Aluminum in 1992.

the corporation.

John and Barbara Moore
were active members of the First
Covenant Church of Oakland. They
were interested in history and
genealogy, and in their retirement
were active in the study of family
history. They particularly enjoyed
researching their New England and
John

was a long time member of the New

New Netherlands heritage.

England Historic Genealogical

Society, the oldest and largest

genealogical society in the
country, in which he served
as a member of the Board of
Trustees, the Council, and in recent
John
was also a member of many other

years as a Trustee Emeritus.
historical and genealogical
organizations,
Netherland
California Genealogical Society.

On January 14, 1997, John
Moore joined the Thomas Jefferson

including the New
Institute, and the

Chapter, Sons of the American
Revolution, on the service of his
patriot ancestor, Private Moses Van
Gordon of the Northampton County,
Pennsylvania Militia. Moses Van
Gordon was born in Walpach, New
Jersey in 1753, and he married
Elizabeth Van Etten in 1781 in
Northampton County, Pennsylvania.
He died in 1813 in

Township, Pike

Lehman
County,
Pennsylvania, and was buried in the
Broadhead-Lindeman Plot Cemetery
in Lehman Township. Compatriot

Moore served on the chapter
registrar’'s committee from 1999 to
2000, and served as chapter
registrar from 2001 to 2003. The
chapter recognized him by awarding
him the SAR Meritorious Service
Medal in 2011, and the SAR Bronze
Good Citizenship Medal in 2002.

A private service was held in
New Hartford, lowa. Our sincere

condolences go to his family.
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§ N 7 e regret to
announce that

Compatriot LeBron Camp
“Lee” Preston passed away on June
12, 2020

California, at the age of 93.

in  Huntington Beach,

LeBron Camp Watkins was
1927 in
Chickamauga, Georgia to Warren

born on January 8,
Calvin Watkins and Eliza Mae Camp.
When he was 14 years old, Lee left
home and went to live with his
maternal aunt Pearl and her
husband  Richard

Roseburg, Oregon.

Preston in

After graduating from high
school, Lee joined the US Navy in
1943 at age 16. He chose Richard
and Pearl Preston as his legal
guardians, and, out of respect for
them, changed his surname from
Watkins to Preston. Lee Preston
served during World War Il, and was
honorably discharged from the Navy
on May 17, 1946. He joined the US
Navy Reserves, where he attained
the rank of lieutenant (junior grade).
Lee Preston attended the University
of Oregon, and graduated in 1949
with a BA in political science. He
married Charline Oots Harmon in
1949 in Eugene, Oregon. In 1951, he
did graduate work in the Russian
language at the University of
California at Berkeley.

In 1952, Lee Preston began

his career in the railroad industry

with the Association of American

Railroads in Washington D.C. In
1956, he and his family moved to
California, where he took a position
with Western Pacific Railroad. He
Western Pacific
and the Union Pacific
Railroad until retiring in 1985.

was with the
Railroad

Lee was a member of Orinda
Lodge #122, Free & Accepted
Masons, in Orinda; a member of the
Scottish Rite in Oakland; and a
member of the Aahmes Shrine in
Livermore. He was President of the
Southern Alameda County,
California Transportation Club; and
Francisco

was San Bay Area

Governor of Toastmasters
International. Lee was a member of
Jamestowne Society, and was a
former President and Lord of the
Wingfield, Suffolk,

Lee was a renowned

Manor  of
England.
genealogist and DNA expert, and his
research was published on many
genealogy websites.

Lee Preston joined
the Oakland Chapter SAR on
November 26, 1991, on the
service of his patriot ancestor Pvt.
Joseph Brown Jr. Joseph Brown was
born in 1760 in Rowan County,
North Carolina. Pvt. Joseph Brown
served as a soldier in the North
Carolina Line during the American
Revolution. Joseph Brown died in
1800 in Georgia, and was buried
near Belton, South Carolina. In
1992, Lee

became a charter member of the

September Preston
Thomas Jefferson Chapter (when the
Oakland Chapter was renamed). Lee
Preston was a Life Member of the
California Society SAR,
served as chapter registrar of the

and he
Thomas Jefferson from
1993 to 1999. Lee Preston was
awarded the SAR War Service Medal
(World War 1l — US Navy) in 2000,
the SAR Meritorious Service Medal
in 1997 and 2000, the SAR Liberty
Medal in 1997 with two oak leaf
clusters, and the SAR Bronze Good
Citizenship Medal in 1996.

Lee’s wife

Chapter

Charline, a
member of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter Ladies Auxiliary, passed
away on September 16, 2002. A
service with Military Honors was
held for Lee Preston at Oakmont
Memorial Park in Lafayette,
California, on June 19, 2020. Our
sincere condolences go to his family.
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§ N 7 e regret to
announce the death

of Compatriot Luis
Echenique on July 5, 2020 in Miami,
Florida.

Luis Fernando Echenique vy
Gonzdlez was born on March 28,
1943 in San Miguel de Padrén, Cuba,
In 1960, Luis
graduated from the Colegio de Belén

southeast of Havana.
in Havana - the college was
chartered by Queen Isabel Il of Spain
in 1854, and seized by the Castro
Regime in 1961.

In October 1960, Luis left
Communist Cuba for Miami, never
attended the
University of Miami, and graduated

to return. Luis

with a degree in Mechanical
In 1966, Luis married

lleana de Beche, and they were

Engineering.
married for 54 years. They have
three grown daughters and six
1980, Luis
which
manufactures high-quality fiberglass

grandchildren. In
founded Glasspec, Inc,
institutional furniture for mental and
correctional institutions.

Luis enjoyed water sports on
his boat Sea Nile. He was a certified
pilot, and a partial owner of a 6-
seater Beech A36 fixed wing, single
engine plane. He was a member of
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association, and a member of Pilots
and Paws, a group of volunteer
pilots who rescue dogs from floods

and hurricanes. He was featured on
“Animales 360” on the Univision TV
Network.

Luis was a Florida Pioneer
Descendant (certifying descent from
an ancestor in Florida prior to
statehood in 1845), and a member
Society (for
descendants of ancestors in Florida
during the First Spanish Period (1565
-1763).
Los Floridanos was Nicolds Suarez

of Los Floridanos

His qualifying ancestor for
Ponce de Ledén, Treasurer and
Governor of Spanish Florida, who
in the

(now

was born around 1590
Kingdom of New Granada
Colombia).

Luis Echenique joined the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter in 2015
on the service of his patriot ancestor

Ubaldo de Coca y Aguilar de

Ubaldo de Coca
was born on February 6,
1744 in Havana, Cuba, and
Gutiérrez  de

Arteaga.

married  Juana
Bocanegra of Panama in 1750 in
Havana. He performed patriotic
service in Spanish America, and was
the captain of a Spanish volunteer
infantry regiment in 1781. He died
after 1785 in Havana.

Antonieta Bernardino, was the first

Luis’ sister,

Hispanic regent of the Coral Gables
Chapter of the DAR (2017 to 2019).
Luis Echenique was very proud to be
of the Son of the
American Revolution, which sadly

a member

was cut short at five years. His
nephew Frank Bernardino is a
member of our chapter.

His illness came upon him
suddenly and unexpectedly. His
illness confined him to a hospital for
33 days. Due to the SARS CoV-2
Pandemic, he was separated from
his family, and incapable of
communicating because he was
intubated contrary to his wishes
documented in his living will — sadly
he died alone.

A mass with close family was
held at Epiphany Catholic Church in
Pinecrest, Florida, followed by
interment at Our Lady of Mercy
Catholic Cemetery in Miami on July
9, 2020. Our sincere condolences
and prayers go out to his family in

their time of grief.
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Ruots of the CMonth

* We chall not flag or fail. We chall go on to the end. We chall
fight in France, we chall fight on the ceac and the oceang, we
chall fight with growing confidence and growing ctrength in the
air, we chall defend our icland, whatever the coet may be. We
chall fight on the beaches, we chall fight on the landing
grounde, we chall fight in the fielde and in the streete, we chall
fight in the hille; we chall never eurrender.”

—  Prima Minicter Wineton Churchill

Visit us on the web:

TISAR.ORG

You can download the full version of the Minutemanat

http.//www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman/minuteman-archive
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