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M y fellow Compatriots, I hope 

you are well and staying 

safe. The year is quickly approaching an 

end, and the holiday season is upon us.   

 Our November meeting will be 

our final chapter meeting of the year.  

We will again host a combination live and 

a virtual Zoom Meeting.  I believe we are 

getting better at this as we have more 

experience.  However, it is really a 

pleasure to see our compatriots in person 

for a bit of comradery.  Whether it be in 

person or on Zoom, we hope you can 

attend. The next chapter meeting will be 

on Saturday, November 20th at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord.  Spouses 

and guests are always welcome. 

 A bit of Thanksgiving History: In 

1621, the  Plymouth colonists and 

Wampanoag Native Americans shared an 

autumn harvest feast  that is 

acknowledged today as one of the first 

Thanksgiving celebrations in the colonies. 

For more than two centuries, days of 

thanksgiving were celebrated by 

individual colonies and states. 

 During the American Revolution, 

the practice continued.  Colonial 

legislatures set aside days of prayer to 

recognize military victories against the 

British army.  Commander of the 

Continental Army George Washington 

agreed, proclaiming  December 18, 

1777 as the first national thanksgiving 

day. 

 On October 3, 1789, George 

Washington issued his Thanksgiving 

proclamation, designating for “the People 

of the United States a day of public 

thanks-giving” to be held on “Thursday 

the 26th day of November,” 1789, 

marking the first national celebration of a 

holiday that has become commonplace in 

today’s households. 

 Finally, I do not intend to run for 

President at the end of the year, and we 

President’s Notes 
Jeff Nibert helps induct Anthony Shurtz into SAR. Picture by Tom Silva. 



 Owens introduced guest speakers 

Bill Miklos and Chuck Myers.  Chuck 

is a Navy veteran, who later worked 

for the Bell System.  Bill Miklos was 

an Air Force veteran, who later 

worked for Lockheed.  They have 

each served as a docent at the 

Hornet Museum for the past ten 

years: Chuck focuses on the History 

of the Hornet, and Bill focuses on 

the History of the Space Program.    

 Chuck Myers began by 

giving a brief history of the eight 

Naval ships named Hornet.  The first 

ship was one of the first two 10-gun 

sloops purchased by the Continental 

Congress for the Continental Navy: 

the Hornet and the Wasp – two 

insects to oppose the entire Royal 

Navy.  She served from 1775 to 

1777, when she was captured by the 

British.  The second Hornet (1805) 

was a single-masted, wooden hulled 

sloop-of-war, which fought in the 

First Barbary War (1801-1805), 

when the US and Sweden went to 

war against four Barbary Pirate 

States in North Africa.  She 

bombarded the Citadel of Derna, 

allowing the US Marines to breach 

the wall and compel the surrender 

of Derna.  The third ship named 

Hornet (1805-1829) was a sloop-of-

war (the first Hornet to be designed 

as a warship) which fought in the 

War of 1812, and defeated the HMS 

Peacock in a sea battle.  She 

patrolled the Caribbean Sea against 

pirates, and was lost at sea in 1829 

off Tampico, Mexico.  The fourth 

ship named Hornet (1813) was a 5-

gun schooner which served 

concurrently with the third Hornet, 

and served as an inshore patrol and 

dispatch vessel in the War of 1812.  

The fifth Hornet (1864) was an iron-

are looking for candidates to assume 

the office of President of the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter in January 

of 2022.   Please let us know if you 

are interested.  We need a volunteer 

so we will be able to continue 

holding meetings of the chapter. 

 I hope to see you all at our 

November 20th Meeting in person 

or via Zoom.   

— Gregory Owens, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held a Regular 

Meeting on Saturday, October 16, 

2021 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had sixteen 

members and guests in the meeting.  

In conjunction with the in-person 

meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting 

for members who could not attend 

the in-person meeting with 

Secretary Stephen Renouf, Chaplain 

Bob Vernagallo, Ken Cook (in 

Florida), John Fulwider (in 

Mississippi), and applicant Bill 

Blaylock. 

 President Greg Owens called 

the meeting to order, and Chaplain 

Vernagallo give the invocation via 

Zoom.  After opening ceremonies, 

President Owens introduced 

Stephen Renouf (NSSAR Trustee for 

Spain, past state president, and past 

VPG), and speakers Bill Miklos and 

Chuck Myers from the USS Hornet 

Museum. Other guests were Bob 

Ebert (SF SAR), Virginia Rood (DAR), 

and Marsha Hellstrom (guest of 

Michael Wendorf).   

 Following lunch, President 
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side paddle steamship, which was 

captured by the Union in 1864 off 

North Carolina.  She served the 

Union for the remainder of the War 

Between the States.  The sixth 

Hornet (1898) was a converted yacht 

purchased for service in the Spanish-

American War in the Cuban Theater.  

After participating in operations at 

Daiquiri and Siboney, the Hornet and 

two other converted yachts 

defeated a superior force of Spanish 

ships at Manzanillo. 

 Forty-three years later, the 

seventh Hornet (CV-8) was launched 

in 1941 as the final member of the 

Yorktown-class of aircraft carriers 

(her size was limited by the naval 

treaties in the 1930’s).  She was 824-

feet long, and displaced 19,800 tons.  

She served with honor in World War 

II in the Pacific Theater (including 

launching the Doolittle Raid on 

Tokyo), earning four battle stars 

until she was sunk in the Battle of 

the Santa Cruz Islands in October 

1942.  The eighth Hornet was an 

Essex-class aircraft carrier, laid down 

as the Kearsarge, and after the 

sinking of CV-8, was renamed the 

Hornet (CV-12).  She entered the 

war in the Pacific in 1944, and 

supported numerous island 

invasions, earning nine battle stars 

and the Presidential Unit Citation.  

She missed the Korean War (1950-

1953) while undergoing retrofitting, 

and served during the Cold War.  In 

1954, planes from the USS Hornet 

searched for survivors from a British 

Cathay Pacific DC-4 civilian airliner 

that was shot down by the 

Communist Chinese near Hainan 

Island, locating several survivors.  

She served three tours of duty 

during the Vietnam War.  In 1969, 

-four minutes before re-entry, the 

Service Module was ejected from 

the Command Module – putting the 

Command Module on battery power 

for life support.  As the Command 

Module re-entered the atmosphere, 

the AGC controlled the Command 

Module until splashdown.  There is a 

narrow re-entry angle – if over 7.4°, 

the heat and structural load on the 

Command Module would destroy it; 

and if under 5.3°, the Command 

Module would skip off the top of the 

atmosphere and the life support 

would eventually fail.  The 

Command Module entered the 

atmosphere at an altitude of 

400,000 feet at 24,700mph (Mach 

34).  The center of mass of the 

Command Module is off-center, 

causing more air flow to be 

deflected downward, creating lift.  

The AGC controlled the roll of the 

capsule to change the lift vector to 

adjust the flight path.  As the 

Command Module passes through 

the atmosphere, friction generates 

heat – 3,000 to 5,000 °F on the 

bottom and 1,500 to 2,500 °F on the 

top of the Command Module.  The 

heat shield has three sections 

covering the entire Command 

Module – the Forward Heat Shield 

coving the top, the Crew 

Compartment Heat Shield, and the 

Aft Heat Shield covering the bottom.  

The thickness of the Heat Shield 

varies from 0.7-inches at the top of 

the capsule to 2.7-inches at the 

base, and weighed 1,500 pounds.  It 

was composed of a fiberglass 

honeycomb bonded to the stainless 

steel outer structures.  The 370,000 

cells are 3/8-inch wide, injected with 

an ablative resin (epoxy phenol 

formaldehyde resin), and baked/

she recovered the Apollo XI (July 24, 

1969) and the Apollo XII (November 

24, 1969) Command Modules after 

splashdown in the ocean.  The USS 

Hornet (CV-12) opened as a sea, air 

and space museum in October 1998.  

The ship is 984-feet long by 191-feet 

wide, 229-feet tall, and displaces 

40,300 tons.  The USS Hornet is 

longer than the Transamerica 

Pyramid is tall.   

 Bill Myklos then discussed 

the timeline of the recovery of the 

Apollo XI Command Module.  On 

July 24, 1969, the USS Hornet was 

designated as the prime recovery 

vessel.  At 04:18, she launched her 

recovery planes and helicopters.  At 

05:12, President Richard Nixon 

arrived on Marine One.  The Apollo 

XI Command Module re-entered the 

atmosphere at 05:35, and splashed 

down in the ocean 15 minutes later.  

At 05:58, the first divers from the 

Underwater Demolition Team 

(precursors of the Navy Seals) 

entered the water.  At 06:00, the 

divers attached the flotation collar 

and raft to the Command Module.  

At 06:10, the contamination diver 

entered the water.  At 06:31, 

Astronauts Neil Armstrong, Buzz 

Aldrin, and Michael Collins left the 

Command Module and entered the 

raft.  At 06:53, the astronauts were 

on board the Hornet. 

 Myklos discussed the re-

entry of Apollo XI.  Three and a half 

hours prior to re-entry, the 

astronauts loaded parameters from 

Mission Control into the Apollo 

Guidance Computer (AGC) for the 

flight path and splashdown.  Twenty



cured.  The heat shield is ground to 

the required thickness for each 

section of the capsule.  The Drogue 

Parachutes were deployed at 23,500 

feet, and the three Main Parachutes 

were deployed at 10,000 feet.  The 

splashdown occurred at 22mph, and 

flotation bags were deployed to 

ensure the Main Hatch was above 

the water. 

 Myklos discussed the 

recovery of the astronauts.  The USS 

Hornet launched two E1-B Tracer 

planes named “Relay” and “Air Boss” 

to search for the splashdown 

location, and four SH-3D Sea King 

helicopters named “Swim 

One” (with three UDT divers), “Swim 

Two” (with three prime UDC divers), 

“Recovery One” (with a NASA flight 

surgeon and UDT decontamination 

diver), and “Photo” (with a Navy 

photographer and a NASA 

videographer).  Once the Command 

Module was in a stable condition in 

the water, the divers from “Swim 

Two” entered the water in 4- to 5-

foot swells with 18 knot winds.  They 

attached the sea anchor to the 

capsule, attached the flotation 

around the capsule, and attached 

the egress raft.  The team then 

waited upwind of the capsule in 

another raft to render assistance if 

necessary.  The decontamination 

diver from “Recovery One” then 

entered the water wearing biological 

isolation garments (BIGs) – they 

opened the hatch and provided BIGs 

to the astronauts.  The astronauts 

then left the capsule and entered 

the waiting raft.  The 

decontamination diver closed the 

hatch, and wiped the hatch area 

with Betadine antiseptic.  The diver 

swabbed himself and the astronauts 

Militia. 

 President Owens announced 

that the DAR has invited the SAR to 

participate in the Pleasanton 

Veterans Day Parade on Sunday, 

November 7, 2021.  Chaplain 

Vernagallo gave the benediction via 

Zoom, and President Owens 

adjourned the meeting.  

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he November Monthly 

Meeting will be held in person 

at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord on Saturday, November 20, 

2021, at Noon.  For those 

compatriots not able to attend in 

person, we will have a concurrent 

Zoom Meeting.   

 Our guest speaker Daniel 

Sebby is a historian at the California 

State Military Museum, and he will 

speak on the History of the Military 

in the San Francisco Bay Area during 

World War II.   Please join us for an 

informative presentation! 

W e are very saddened to 

announce the passing of Dr. 

Jeff Ernst, the son of Past President 

Tim and Kay Ernst, on October 10, 

2021 in Walnut Creek, California.   

 Jeff Ernst earned his Eagle 

Scout rank as a member of Troop 

239 in Pleasant Hill.  He graduated 

from UC Berkeley with a BS in 

Integrative Biology.  He received his 

Doctor of Medicine degree from St. 

George’s University Medical School.  

He was a Surgical Resident Physician 

at Guthrie Robert Packer Hospital in 

Sayre, Pennsylvania. 

 Our sincere condolences go 

out to his family. 

with sodium hypochlorite (the active 

ingredient in bleach).  The 

astronauts were then lifted to 

“Recovery One” and flown to the 

USS Hornet.  The astronauts were 

then placed in a Mobile Quarantine 

Facility (MQF).  NASA did not know if 

there were Lunar pathogens, so they 

took no chances.   

 President Nixon met with 

the astronauts when they were in 

the MQF, and he was ecstatic that 

the mission was completed 

successfully.  The President went on 

a worldwide tour speaking about the 

incredible achievement.  The USS 

Hornet recovered the Command 

Module, and hoisted it on deck with 

a crane.  The Hornet proceeded to 

Pearl Harbor, and offloaded the 

MQF with the three astronauts.  The 

MQF was airlifted to the Johnson 

Space Center in Houston, Texas, 

where the astronauts were 

transferred to more comfortable 

quarters for the last 15.5 days of 

their 21-day quarantine.  The Apollo 

XI reentry, recovery and quarantine 

control were executed perfectly.  

President Owens presented Chuck 

Myers and Bill Myklos with the SAR 

Certificate of Appreciation for their 

interesting and informative 

presentation. 

 President Owens inducted 

new member Anthony Shurtz, and 

Jeff Nibert pinned him with the SAR 

Rosette.  Anthony Shurtz is the son 

of recently inducted Compatriot 

Danny Shurtz, and a descendant of 

Captain James Elliott (1750-1799), 

an Irish immigrant who served in 

Pennsylvania in the York County 

November Meeting 

RIP—Dr. Jeff Ernst 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

NOVEMBER 2021 

Deadline: 17 November 2021 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$20 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, November 20, 2021 

 

Programme:  

The History of the Military in the SF Bay Area.  Daniel Mark Sebby, the Chief Curator 
and Military Historian of the California State Military Museums, will speak on the rich 
history of the Military in the San Francisco Bay Area during World War II.  Come join us 
for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“This certainly has to be the most historic telephone call ever made. I just 
can't tell you how proud we all are of what you've done. For every American, 
this has to be the proudest day of our lives. And for people all over the world, I 
am sure they too join with Americans in recognizing what an immense feat 
this is. Because of what you have done, the heavens have become a part of 
man's world. And as you talk to us from the Sea of Tranquility, it inspires us 
to redouble our efforts to bring peace and tranquility to Earth. For one 
priceless moment in the whole history of man, all the people on this Earth are 
truly one: one in their pride in what you have done, and one in our prayers that 
you will return safely to Earth.” 

— President Richard Nixon, 1969.  
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