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y fellow Compatriots, | hope
had a
Christmas and a Happy New Year, and are

everyone Merry

well and staying safe. With the arrival of
2022, here is hoping that we have an
improvement over 2021 with regards to
the pandemic, and will soon return to
some normalcy in our lives.

Our January meeting will be our
first chapter meeting of the year, and we
will again host a combination live and a
We will be
swearing in our new slate of officers at

virtual Zoom Meeting.
this meeting with the assistance of State
Society officers, and Danny Shurtz will be
installed as the president of the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution (TJSAR).

Your presence at this meeting is
requested, as we are in danger of losing
our venue, the Old Spaghetti Factory, due
to low attendance since we resumed

Daniel Sebby receives certificate from President Greg Owens
hosting in person meetings after the
break during the peak of COVID-19.

As |
president of TISAR, | want to convey my

conclude my tenure as

sincere appreciation for the support |
have received over the past three years.
TJISAR has endured many challenges
during the pandemic period, as has the
entire world. Yet, we have endured, and

the future looks promising. One thing we

have discovered is that we have the
ability to host meetings both in person
and virtually. My personal preference is

and breaking bread and
the

compatriots. Whether it be in person or

in person,
enjoying comradery of our
on Zoom, we hope you can attend. The
next chapter meeting will be on Saturday,
January 15, 2022, at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Concord.

Just a reminder, as we have many
new members due to Derek Brown’s
efforts as our Registrar, the Thomas

Jefferson Chapter normally meets 8




Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2021

Gregory D. Owens, President
1826 Versailles Avenue
Alameda, CA 94501-1653
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

Vice President
vacant

Stephen R. Renouf, Secretary/Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 397-1762
Secretary@TJSAR.org

William E. Rood, Treasurer
2107 Dunblane Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3325
(925) 937-8659

Derek J. Brown, Registrar
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Robert J. Vernagallo, Chaplain
(510) 918-5945
rvernagall@aol.com

Thomas E. Silva, Historian
(925) 708-9217
TESailor24@aol.com

R. Phil Stage, Sergeant at Arms
(925) 484-5491
Phil.Stage@sbcglobal.net

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Michael A. Wendorf, Essay Chairman
(925) 381-9837
Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Timothy L. Ernst, Past President
(925) 937-0526
newgrumpy@aol.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

months a year in January through

May, and September through
November. Spouses and guests are
always welcome.

|  would encourage all
members to participate in the 250th
Anniversary of the American

Revolution Program, which is
designed to encourage participation
in events which publicly educate,
recognize, honor, and celebrate the
events and heroes of the period
surrounding the American

Revolution, covering any public
celebrations in the period from 2014
to 2033. For more information, go
to https://www.connecticutsar.org/
America 250th/America 250.htm or

contact Derek Brown.

| hope to see you all at our
January 15th Meeting in person or
via Zoom.

— Gregory Owens, President

Secretary’s Notes

f | ‘he Thomas Jefferson /
Chapter held an Election A

Meeting on Saturday, November 20,
2021 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Concord, California. We had eleven
members and guests in the meeting.
In conjunction with the in person
meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting
for members who could not attend
the in
members Secretary Stephen Renouf,

person meeting with

Chaplain Bob Vernagallo, Tom
McGinley (in Arizona), Kim Morford,
Stephen Maclachlan and applicant
David King.

President Greg Owens called
the meeting to order at 12:04PM,

and called upon Chaplain Vernagallo

to give the invocation via Zoom.
President Owens led the chapter in
the pledge of allegiance to the US
Flag, and the SAR pledge. President
Owens introduced SF Compatriot
Bob Ebert (Past VPG and Past
CASSAR President), Derek Brown
(NSSAR Inspector General and Past
CASSAR President), Stephen Renouf
(CASSAR Invested Funds Trustee,
Past VPG, and Past CASSAR
President), Pat Everette (widow of
Past President Oliver Everette),
Applicants Bill Blaylock and David
King, and Guest Speaker Command
Sergeant Major Daniel M. Sebby,
Military Historian, Archivist, and
Curator of the California Military
Department.

Following lunch, President
Owens introduced Guest Speaker
Daniel Sebby, who spoke on the
military history of the Bay Area
during World War Il.
approaching, the military responded
by establishing Hamilton Field,
upgrading  March  Field, and
modernizing the Naval fleet. In
1937, the Fourth Army performed
ready for war.
Giggling Range became Camp Ord,
and the US Army took over the

As war was

maneuvers to

California National Guard’s Camps
Merriam (San Luis Obispo), and
McQuaide (Watsonville). In 1940,
the California National Guard was
federalized, and in January 1941,
Congress authorized California to
create the California State Guard to
replace them in the state — having
ground, air and naval elements. The
State Guard was formed with 9
infantry, 1 engineering, 1 medical,
They
were equipped with World War |

and 1 evacuation regiments.

helmets, and Springfield rifles.
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On December 7, 1941, three
Guard
soldiers from Los Angeles were
believed to be the first killed that
day. They were practicing their

California Army National

flying in Piper Cubs, and as they flew
along the Hawaii coast, they ran into
the incoming Japanese Zeroes and
they were shot down and killed.
California came under attack in 1941
and 1942.

Nine Japanese submarines
patrolled California waters and
attacked American ships: SS Samoa
(Dec. 18, 1941), SS Agwiworld and SS
Emidio (Dec. 20, 1941), SS H.M.
Storey (Dec. 22, 1941), SS Larry
Doheny, SS Idaho and SS Montebello
(Dec. 23, 1941), SS Dorothy Phillips
(Dec. 24, 1941), and SS Barbara
Olson and SS Absoroka (Dec. 25,
1941). On February 23, 1942, the
Japanese submarine /-17 shelled the
Ellwood Oil Field in Santa Barbara
for 20 minutes, doing only minor
damage, but causing fear on the
West Coast. This was the first naval
bombardment of the United States
since the War of 1812. There were
also 25 known Japanese Fu-Go
attacks on California — a hydrogen-
filled balloon carried anti-personnel
and incendiary bombs along the jet
stream over the Pacific to attack the
Western United States — the first
intercontinental weapon, although
largely ineffective. In Oregon in
1945, a pregnant woman and five
children were killed when they came
across a fire balloon and it exploded.

The attacks on California
were a factor in the decision to
intern the Japanese on the West
Coast. People of Japanese ancestry

Tanforan Assembly Center in South
San  Francisco, and sent to
internment camps in California and
other states west of the Mississippi
River. California had two camps —
Manzanar and Tule Lake — where
Japanese were interned. The
Department of Justice ran two
camps in California — Frazier Park
and Tuna Canyon — for interning
Germans, ltalians and other Axis
nationals.
Prior to World War I,
California was primarily  an
World War I
resulted in the industrialization of
with
manufacturing (Douglas, Lockheed,
North

Northrup and Vultee),

agricultural state.

California, aircraft

Consolidated, American,
shipyards
(Marinship, Calship, Kaiser and Mare
Island NSY), and armored vehicles
Liberty
ships were quickly constructed (the

(Ford Motor Company).

record being one ship in a day);

however, they were not well-
constructed, and one broke apart in
the channel upon launch. The
Victory ships were better designed
and  constructed. Hollywood
contributed to the war effort by
building a fake city set over an
underground Lockheed plant to
camouflage it.

There were many famous
Californians in the war effort — Gen.
George S. Patton, Lt. Col. James
Doolittle, Admiral Chester Nimitz,
Gen. Henry “Hap” Arnold, Capt. John
Ford, Col. Frank Capra, Col. Jimmy
Stewart, Lt. Comdr. Richard Nixon,
Capt. Ronald Reagan, Capt. Jackie

Robinson, Henry J. Kaiser, and many

others.

On the home front, local
civil defense forces were federalized
by President Roosevelt with the
creation of the Office of Civil
Defense in 1941. The Red Cross
helped the State
Guardsmen. Harbor,

California
After Pearl
there were so many applicants for
the California State Guards that the
regiments were at 150% strength.
The Civil Air Patrol was formed,
using private aircraft to fly people
around when military aircraft were
Since the West Coast
was on the front lines of the war

unavailable.

with Japan, all air traffic near or over
There
was rationing with a set number of

California was monitored.

points that could be spent during
the week. People recycled waste
fats for use in explosives.

had two POW

Centers —  Fort

California
Interrogation
McDowell (Angel Island), and Camp
Tracy (Byron Hot Springs); 21 POW
Base Camps (with 250 to 2,000
prisoners); and about 45 temporary
POW Branch Camps (with 250 to 500
prisoners), which provided low cost
labor to farmers in the Central
Valley. In 1943, Italy switched sides,
and the POWs
transitioned to Italian Service Units
of the US Army — doing light and
heavy maintenance, building, and

Italian were

repair work. They wore a US
military uniform with a prominent
“Italy” patch on it. They were given
passes to go into local towns, and
they had
orchestras.

When the war

Patton participated

their own bars and

ended,
General in a
Victory Parade in Los Angeles. The

Gl Bill was introduced to provide

were gathered in temporary
assembly camps, such as the
JANUARY 2022
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educational opportunities for
The United

Nations was formed in San Francisco

returning veterans.

by delegates of 50 nations. Military
Quonset huts were repurposed to
provide

housing for returning

soldiers.  The end of the war
brought 16 million veterans into the
Veterans Administration, which was
busy caring for 4 million World War |
veterans. On Veterans’ Day in 1946,
the California National Guard was
returned to California control.
President Owens presented Daniel
Sebby with the SAR Certificate of
Appreciation for his informative and
interesting presentation.

Derek

Registrar’s Report — we have had 23

Brown gave the
new members approved in 2021,
three applications at National, which
should be
December, and six applications sent
to CASSAR Registrar
processing. Derek is working on 20

approved in  mid-

Stiles for

other applications. He also reported
that Treasurer General John Dodd
was working on finding patriot
ancestors for famous people, and
inviting them to join the SAR. He is
currently working on James Woods,
Devin Nunes, Travis Tritt, Ed Harris,
It is hoped that
famous members will

and many others.
raise our
profile during the 250th Anniversary
of the American Revolution.

President Owens induced
new member Steve Main into the
SAR, and Derek Brown pinned the
SAR rosette on his lapel. Steve
Main’s patriot ancestor was Thomas
Main (1747-1822), who responded
to the Lexington Alarm in 1775 as a
Capt.

Knowland of Connecticut.

Minuteman under Thomas

President Owens presented

4
& >
LA

the Nominating Committee’s slate of
officers for 2022: President Danny
Shurtz, Vice President Greg Owens,
Secretary Stephen Renouf, Treasurer
William Rood, Derek
Brown, Historian Silva,
Robert
Past
Owens, Sergeat-At-Arms Phil Stage,

Registrar
Thomas
Chaplain Vernagallo,

Immediate President Greg

Awards Chairman Derek Brown,
Eagle Scout Chairman Jeff Brown,
Essay Chairman Michael Wendorf,
and Webmaster Gary Bohannon.
There were no candidates from the
floor, and the slate of officers was
approved by acclamation. They will
be sworn in at the January 2022
meeting.
Chaplain Vernagallo gave
the benediction via Zoom, and
President Owens
meeting at 1:50PM.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

Compatriot Notes

Registrar Derek Brown made a
presentation to the DAR on

the Sons of the American Revolution

on October 9, 2021.
Compatriot

adjourned the

Jeff  Nibert
participated in Colonial Uniform in
the Pleasanton Veterans Day Parade
on November 7, 2021.

President Greg Owens
participated in a flag retirement
ceremony at the Veteran Memorial
Building in Alameda on Veterans
Day.

Several of our members
have been working on the SAR
Patriot Research System, and have
earned the SAR Lafayette Volunteer

Medal: Ward Williamson (medal

and one bronze oak leaf cluster),
Registrar Derek Brown (medal and
one silver and one gold oak leaf
cluster), and Janet Brown (medal
plus four bronze oak leaf clusters).

2022 Membership

Secretary Renouf submitted the
2021 Annual Reconciliation to
the California Society.

For 2021, we had 23 new
members, 7 reinstated members,
and 1 transfer in — total of 31
we had 1 death, 1
resignation, 2 transfers out, and 12

additions;

dropped for non-payment — total of
16 subtractions; so we had a net
Our
membership on January 1, 2022 now
stands at 121.

November Meeting

4 | ‘he January Monthly Meeting
will be held in person at the

Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord on

Saturday, January 15, 2022, at

Please note that the Old
Spaghetti Factory is requiring proof

gain of 15 members.

Noon.
of  vaccination. For those
compatriots not able to attend in
person, we will have a concurrent
Zoom Meeting.

Our guest speaker will be
the Hon. James R. Reilly, a judge on
the Alameda Superior Court. He
also served as an officer in the US
Navy in the Pacific and Indian
Oceans. We will be presenting the
SAR

Commendation

Enforcement
Medal to
Reilly. Judge Reilly will address the

Law
Judge

chapter on jury service—its history,
and the
participating in  the

importance of citizens
system.
Please join us for an

informative presentation!

Page 4

Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman



§ N 7e regret to announce that

Past  President Donald
Gurley passed away on September
19, 2021 in Walnut Creek, California.

Donald Horton Gurley was
born on June 17, 1942 in Burlington,
Almanace County, North Carolina.
He was the son of Thomas Daniel
Gurley, Jr. and Gladys Dell Horton.
His family moved to Cherryville,
Gaston County, North Carolina in
1945. Don graduated from Lenoir
Rhyne College in 1964.

In October 1965, Don
enlisted in the US Air Force, and had
Vietnamese language training in
1966. He was promoted to Sergeant
in October 1967, and was a fuels
specialist. ~ After completing his
active duty at Castle Air Force Base
in Merced, California, in September
1969, Don served in the Air Force
Reserves until he was honorably
discharged in October 1971. He was
awarded the National
Service Medal, the Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award, and the Air
Force Good Conduct Medal. In
1972, he was employed by Bechtel

Defense

Corporation until his retirement in
1999.

In 1981, Don moved to
Walnut Creek. He served as Cantor

at the Hope Lutheran Church in

Walnut
recent health issues forced him to

Rossmoor, Creek, until
resign.

Don Gurley joined the
Oakland Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution in 1981 on the
service of his patriot ancestor

Cornelius Tyson (1720-1789), a

patrolman in Pitt County, North
Carolina, in 1775. Don served as
Chapter Registrar from 2004 to
2019, and as Chapter President in
2015. He was awarded the SAR
Military Service Medal (2009), the
SAR Chapter Medal of Distinguished
Service (2013), the SAR Meritorious
(2013), the SAR
with 3 oak leaf

Service Medal
Liberty Medal

clusters (2007-2017), the SAR
Bronze Roger Sherman Medal
(2013), the SAR Bronze Good

Citizenship Medal with one oak leaf
cluster (2006-2007), the SAR 125th
Anniversary Medal (2015), and the
SAR 35 Year Pin (2016).
often lead the singing of “The Star

He would

Spangled Banner” at chapter and
state society meetings. Don Gurley
was a life member of the California
Society, SAR.

Don joined the Military
Order of the Stars & Bars in 1982 on
the service of his ancestor 1st Lt.
Joseph J. Brand, Company |, 44th NC
Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Don
joined the Society of Colonial Wars
in the State of California in 1989 on
the service of his ancestor Capt.
(1723-1790), the
father of his supplemental patriot

Major Croom

ancestor Lott Croom, and became a
life member in 2020.

JANUARY 2022
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Cliff Robertson and Don Gurley at 2009 SAR Congress in Sacramento, California
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JANURRY 2022

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS MEETING
Saturday, January 15, 2022

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

)

e ALY
s‘:}\, :

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 5
Social

| Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal. We will be presenting the Law Enforcement medal
to Alameda County Superior Court Judge James R. Reilly. Judge Reilly will address the chapter on
jury service—its history, and the importance of citizens participating in the system. Come join us
for a great meeting!

NOTE: The Old Spaghetti Factory requires proof of vaccination.

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Soltuccine AN fredo, (Gickern Sawmigiana; ov LBaked Lasagna
23 per person

Deadline: 12 January 2022 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month

" | have alwaye ctrenuoucly cuppotted the Right of every
Man to hic own opinion, however different that opinion

might be to mine. He who deniec to another thic right,

makeg 4 clave of himeelf to hic pragent opinion, because he
precludec himeelf the right of changing it. The moct

formidable weapon againgt errore of every kind ie Reacon. |

have never uced any other, and | truet | never chall.”
THOM:: ArrE :RSON — Thomae Paine, The Age of Reacon, 1794.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Gregory D. Owens
President
Visit us on the web:
Stephen R. Renouf TIJSAR.ORG

Secretary

William Rood
Treasurer
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Stephen R. Renouf, Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311




