ctober is when the weather

begins cooling, and the leaves
change colors; it is also the month when
Fleet Week comes to the Bay Area. This
year, Fleet Week runs from October 3 to
11, with the Blue Angels scheduled to
perform on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday,
October 7, 8,and 9.

The Blue Angels and the other
naval aviators put on a fantastic show
worthy of a trip to The City, or to view
from a boat on the Bay.

At the September meeting, we
were fortunate to have a local author and
official historian for the City of Dublin,
Steve Minniear, who presented the Tri-
Valley area’s role during World War Il
The number of service members based in
or passed through the Dublin area was
more significant than | knew. Mr.
Minniear’s knowledge of the Tri-Valley
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Future Veterans Cemetery and VA Center in Alameda

area and his presentation was
remarkable.

Due to scheduling conflicts with
the October

meeting has been moved from October

some chapter officers,
15 to October 22. | apologize in advance
if this change causes any inconvenience.
As we have two more meetings
this year, it is not too soon to begin the
planning for the 2023 term. We are
looking for volunteers to fill various
positions within our chapter. We are

fortunate to have solid long-term

leadership in the Thomas lJefferson
Chapter, but with a few members serving
multiple roles, we have reached a point
As a

chapter, we are only as strong as the

where we can use fresh hands.

participation of our members. Therefore,
| am asking you to please reach out to me
or any board member and consider
serving our chapter in some capacity.
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The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

Here is hoping we can have solid
turnouts for October and November.
| look forward to seeing you on
October 22 at The Old Spaghetti
Factory.

— Dan Shurtz, President

Secretary’s Notes

Thomas Jefferson

he
TChapter held a regularA

meeting on Saturday, September 17,
2022 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 16
members and guests in the meeting.

Concord, California.

In conjunction with the in-person
meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting
with  CASSAR VP North Don
Littlefield, Secretary
Stephen Renouf, Jim Cleveland, Bill

Chapter

Fernow, David King, Steve Main,
Tom McGinley (in Arizona), and
Aaron Olson (applicant).

President Dan Shurtz called
the meeting to order at Noon. We
had three DAR members present,
Janet Brown, Kay Ernst, and Pat
Everette; New Members Travis
Breckon, Glenn Martin, and Wayne
Morris; and guest speaker Steve
Minniear.

President Shurtz

new members Travis Breckon and

inducted

Glenn Martin into the chapter, and
Registrar Brown pinned the rosettes.
Travis Breckon is a descendant of
Nathan Atkinson (1748-1813), who
served in the North Carolina Militia,
and whose widow received land in
the Georgia Land Lottery of 1827.
Nathan Atkinson was buried in the
Leslie-Winfield Family Cemetery in

Breckon, and grandson, Ben Fritz
Breckon, also joined the chapter.
Glenn D. Martin is a descendant of
Pvt. Garret J. Quick (1761-1821),
who served in the Somerset County
Militia in New Jersey. Garret Quick
is buried in the Harlingen Reformed
Church Cemetery in Belle Mead,
Somerset County, New Jersey.
Following lunch, President
Shurtz introduced our guest speaker,
Steven  Minniear, an author,
presenter, and social media creator
focusing on the social, political, and
military history of the Dublin and Tri-
Valley area. Minniear is the
Historian for the city of Dublin, and
he works at the Dublin Camp Parks
Military History Center at Parks
Reserve Forces Training Area. He is
author of Dublin and the Tri-Valley:
The World War Il Years, and Dublin,
California: A Brief History. He is a
Board Member of the Dublin
Historical Society, and a
commissioner on Dublin’s Heritage
and Cultural Arts

Minniear retired after 32 years of

Commission.

service with the Federal government
with  the
Department of Energy). He holds a

(including 22 years

master’'s degree in Government
from Georgetown University, and
received his undergraduate degree
in  Political Science from the
University of California, Berkeley.
Steve Minniear began his
presentation by noting that his 4-
great grandfather, Abraham
Minniear (1763-1846) enlisted at
age 15 in 1778 in Captain Thomas
Camplain’s company of rangers, and
later served with Colonel Hunter’s
Abraham

Pennsylvania troops.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM Liberty, Greene County, Georgia. Minniear was discharged in 1779,
Travis Breckon’s son, Jon Fritz and he received a pension for his
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nine months of service.

Steve Minniear presented,
Fleet City: A Uniquely Dublin Military
Story — Camp Parks and World War
Il.  He discussed the history of
Dublin,
military bases.

California, and its three
Dublin came to be
due to its location as a crossroads —
it is at the crossing of Interstates 580
and 680. Prior to World War I,
Highway 50 (now 1-580) ran through
Dublin.
Highway 50 was a two-lane road
from the early 1900’s through 1953,

and was a long, boring ride. The

what would become

only mention of the area in the news
of the day would be if there was a
gruesome stagecoach or automobile
accident. Everything changed with
World War Il

With the outbreak of war in
the Pacific, the Bay Area became
ringed with bases — and three were
built in the area that became Dublin:
Camp Parks was a base for the US
Naval Construction Battalions
(known as the “Seabees” from the
“C.B.”);

was a base for Naval enlisted men

initials Camp Shoemaker

waiting for orders to be sent
overseas; and Naval Hospital, Camp
Shoemaker, built to care for the
Seabees. The Navy purchased 3,396
acres, and the three bases were
collectively known as “Fleet City.”
The Seabee base was named
after Rear Admiral Charles Wellman
Parks (1863-1930), a
Woburn, Massachusetts. He
enlisted in the US Navy in 1897 and

was in the Civil Engineer Corps. He

native of

led the Navy Bureau of Yards and
Docks during World War |. Admiral
Parks retired in 1922. Camp Parks
was commissioned in January 1943,
and had 400 Quonset huts, and two-

story barracks for the Seabees.

Because the Seabees were a

construction battalion, the men
were recruited for their construction
experience, so they generally had
families, and were in their 30’s to
60’s. The Seabees constructed many
amenities on the base for
their
including a grand theater and dance
halls. An established architect in the
Midwest, Bruce Goff, built the
McGann Chapel employing a
Quonset hut.

after the war for S1k, and moved to

themselves and families,

The chapel was sold

San Lorenzo, where it became the
San Lorenzo Community Church
around 1947.

Camp  Shoemaker  was
named after Rear Admiral William R.
Shoemaker (1862-1938), a native of
Staten Island, New York. He
graduated in 1884 from the US
Naval Academy, Annapolis, and had
a distinguished career commanding
several battleships, and serving as
the Head of Naval Personnel from
1924 to 1927.

Francisco from 1929 until he was

He lived in San

killed in a car accident in 1938.
Camp Shoemaker was
commissioned in 1943 as a naval
personnel training and distribution
center designed to handle naval
personnel transiting to and from the
Monthly

could be as high as

Pacific. turnover in
personnel
50,000, and disbursement officers
paid out about S1M per month. The
camp had a band, as well as sports
football, etc.

teams — baseball,

Professional entertainers would

come to the base to entertain the

troops. The Fleet City Bluejackets
played against other military and
college football teams, and were
very successful.  They were an
integrated team, and played at
Kezar Stadium in front of large
The USO asked girls from

Amador High School to attend a

crowds.

dance at Camp Shoemaker with the
When the war
soldiers

young soldiers.
ended,
processed
sometimes a thousand per day, and

returning were

at Camp Shoemaker,

received their discharge papers.

Naval Hospital Shoemaker
was commissioned in October 1943
to serve the Seabees at Camp Parks,
and returning soldiers. It was the
second Naval hospital built on the
West Coast, with 1,000 beds in 31
wards. At the close of the war,
there were over 3,000 patients at
the hospital. Ensign Pauline “Polly”
Matusz was stationed at Naval
Hospital Shoemaker, and she kept a
photo album and scrapbook, which
she later donated to the Dublin
Heritage Park & Museums.

In 1946, the US Navy
decommissioned the bases after the
war, and sold off the Quonset huts
to farmers, and for use as school
The Navy

leased much of the land to the

district warehouses.

County of Alameda for use as Santa
Rita Jail. In 1951, the US Air Force
took over Camp Parks and created
Parks Air Force Base for use during
In 1959, Camp
Parks was turned over to the US
In 1980,
the Army designated Camp Parks as

the Korean War.

Army as a standby base.

a semi-active Parks Reserve Forces
Training Area. President Shurtz
presented the SAR Certificate of
Appreciation to Steve Minniear for
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his interesting program.
Derek Brown gave the

Registrar’'s report: there are 28
applications in various stages of
preparation, 11 new members
approved in 2022, 4 that are pended
at National, and 2 that are currently
awaiting approval. Registrar Brown
asked for volunteers to help him
process supplemental applications
for the chapter, and entering new
member data into the PRS system.
If you are interested, please contact
Derek Brown.

Chairman Brown
on Medals & Awards; we have
presented 10 SAR Flag Certificates
so far this year. We presented two
SAR Silver ROTC Medals at UC
Berkeley, two SAR Bronze JROTC
Medals at Mt. Diablo HS, Jesse
Bethel HS, and Heritage HS. We
presented two SAR Bronze Good

Citizenship Medals at RADM CW

reported

Parks Battalion, and at RADM
Richard O’Kane Battalion.

Derek Brown announced
that the Fall CASSAR Board of

Managers Meeting would be held in
Rohnert Park on November 4-5,
2022, hosted by the Redwood
Empire Chapter. Many National
officers will be in attendance,
including President General Bruce
Pickette, John

Dodd, Treasurer Darryl

Secretary General
General
Addington, and Librarian General
Fred Olive.
chapter at the meeting, and meet

Please represent your

state and national leaders.
Compatriot Glenn Martin
delivered the America 250 Minute
(those present in person or on Zoom
are able to get credit towards the
SAR 250
Compatriot Martin spoke on the

America medals).

4
& >
LA

Gaspee Affair. In the summer of
1772, the HMS Gaspee, under the
command of overzealous Lieutenant
William Dudingston, patrolled the
Atlantic coast of Massachusetts,
ships, often  without
When the HMS Gaspee
ran aground, 50

seizing

recourse.
men  from
Providence, led by John Brown,
surrounded and boarded the ship.
They looted and burned the ship,
not even bothering to hide their
identities. The local courts refused
to prosecute the Americans who
so the British

investigators to

looted the ship,
Parliament sent
seize those responsible, and bring
them to London for trial. No one
identify

participated, so the

would those who
investigation
ended with a determination of
destruction by persons unknown.
This even led to colonies creating
committees of correspondence.
Chaplain Vernagallo noted
the passing of our former chaplain,
Charles Doolin, and read from his
obituary. Following  closing
ceremonies, the
adjourned at 1:45PM.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

October Meeting

‘ | ‘he October Monthly Meeting
will be held at the Old

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on

October 22, 2022, at

meeting was

Saturday,
Noon.
For those compatriots not
able to attend in person, we will
have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.
Our speaker will be Registrar
Derek Brown, who will update the

chapter on the actions of the recent
SAR Fall
Louisville,

Leadership Meeting in
Kentucky. He will
concentrate on membership, as well
as genealogy. This is the same talk
he will be presenting to the San
Francisco Chapter, SAR on October
20.

Martin
will be presenting the America 250

Compatriot Glenn
Minute, so those in the meeting will
earn points towards the SAR
America 250 Medal.

Please join wus for an

informative presentation!

Compatriot Notes

Compatriot Frank Kaylor
recommended two books on the
Revolutionary War: 1776 by David
McCullough,
Immortals by Patrick O’Donnell.

Registrar  Derek
reported that the Jose Maria
Amador Chapter DAR has invited the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter to
participate with them in the 2022
Veteran’s Day Parade in Pleasanton

and  Washington’s

Brown

on November 6, starting at Noon.
Interested members should meet at
11AM to help decorate the DAR
vehicle in the Pleasanton Library

Parking Lot. For more information,
contact Kate Jupina at
jmadar.regent@gmail.com. Last
year, Compatriot Jeff Nibert
participated in the Veterans Day
Parade in Revolutionary War
uniform.

Speaking of uniforms, the
chapter owns a Revolutionary War
uniform last worn
president Dick Schmidt.
interested in using it in SAR events

by former
If you are

and parades, please contact Derek
Brown.
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Compatriot Travis Breckon receives the SAR Rosette from Registrar Derek Brown
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German Dragoon Pistol
17405

Donated by the Thomas yefferson Chapter, CANTOTT W SO

This pistol is sned by yohann LB\

o Wyantz actwNe g faep)
who was an arms m

aker for the court of Brunswick.
Brunswick troops p'ar\'\c'\patcd in General lonn DUIEONNE S
1777 Campaign that ended at Saratoga. \he oras OO
tube is a distinct characteristic of German PA\SLO\S A e
Revolutionary \War. Additionally, the ormate NUNTHNg, SCeN&
on the \ock p\ate and what

legendary “Green Man”

S5\

may be a Aepiction oF e
ot on the s\ae Q\ake & NS
pistol a strong German flair.

Pistol donated by the Thomas Jefferson Chapte

SAR Museum
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, October 22, 2022

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

B
e / r e h S
N ¥ \d \
e Of ekt ,
11:30AM—Pre~Meeting S ‘&-a%“‘e.\}\ 4 - Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social 2 o /

. Vice President General (Western District) Derek J. Brown. Vice President General Derek
Brown will update the chapter on the actions of the recent SAR Leadership Meeting in
Louisville, Kentucky, as well as speak on membership and genealogy. Come join us for a
great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Sottuccine A fredo, Gicken Saumigiana; ov Raviol
23 per person

Deadline: 19 October 2022 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Ravioli

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Ravioli

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Ravioli
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Ruots of the Month

" America wag conquered, and her cettlemente made and
firmly ectabliched, at the expence of individuale, and not of
the Britich public. Theit own blood wage cpilt in acquiting
lande for their cettlement, their own forfuneg expended in
making that cettlement effectual. For themgelves they
fought, for themgelvee they conquered, and for themselvae
alone they have tight to hold.”

— Thomae Jeffarcon, 1774.
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TISAR.ORG
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