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President’s Notes

My Fellow Compatriots, | hope

you all had a good holiday
season, and we look forward to having a
great yearin 2023.

In December, Thomas Jefferson
Chapter members participated in the
Wreaths
Immediate Past Chapter President and

Across America  Program.
current Chapter Vice President Greg
Owens and | helped with this endeavor at
the Dublin Pioneer Cemetery in Dublin,
California.

Chapter

Derek Brown assisted the Redwood

In addition, Registrar
Empire Chapter in laying wreaths in
Sonoma County. One grave of particular
note is the gravesite of the only soldier or
sailor of the Revolutionary War buried in
California, William Smith (1768-1848),
whose grave is at the Mountain Cemetery

in the City of Sonoma. Please let me

President Dan Shurtz and VP Gregory Owens at Dublin Pioneer Cemetery

know if any other compatriots from the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter participated in
Wreaths Across America.

On January 21st, we will have our
first chapter meeting of 2023. We will
elect and induct chapter officers at this
meeting for the coming year. Past State
Society President and current Vice
President North, Don Littlefield, will
attend and swear in the newly elected
chapter officers. For those of you who
are not familiar with VPN Littlefield, he
can be pretty entertaining.

Our special guests for January will
be the Young American Patriots Fife and
Drum Corps, youngamericanpatriots.com.
This incredible group of young patriots
hails from Pleasanton. | saw them
perform last spring in Sacramento, and
we are fortunate to have them perform
for us at our January meeting. If you've
never seen these youngsters perform,




Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2022

Danny (Dan) Shurtz, President
330 Pimlico Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94597-3676
(925) 586-1750
dshurtzSAR@gmail.com

Gregory D. Owens, Vice President
1826 Versailles Avenue
Alameda, CA 94501-1653
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77 @gmail.com

Stephen R. Renouf, Secretary/Editor
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 397-1762
Secretary@TJSAR.org

William E. Rood, Treasurer
2107 Dunblane Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-3325
(925) 937-8659

Derek J. Brown, Registrar
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Robert J. Vernagallo, Chaplain
(510) 918-5945
rvernagall@aol.com

Thomas E. Silva, Historian
(925) 708-9217
TESailor24@aol.com

R. Phil Stage, Sergeant at Arms
(925) 484-5491
Phil.Stage@sbcglobal.net

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Michael A. Wendorf, Essay Chairman
(925) 381-9837
Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Gregory D. Owens, Past President
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the

they are worth the trip to see them
in action.

Let me again wish you a
Happy New Year. | look forward to
seeing everyone at The Old

Spaghetti Factory on January 21st.

— Dan Shurtz, President

Secretary’s Notes

Thomas Jefferson

he
TChapter held a regularA

meeting on Saturday, October 15,
2022 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 17
members and guests at the meeting.

Concord, California.

In conjunction with the in-person
meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting
with Vice President Greg Owens,
Chapter Secretary Stephen Renouf,
Jim Cleveland, Steve Main, and Tom
McGinley (in Arizona).

President Dan Shurtz called
the meeting to order at Noon. We
had several guests present: Past VPG
Robert Ebert (San
Chapter); Applicants Steven Grace

Francisco

and Larry Woods; and Jacqueline
Acton, and Ariel Karr.

Following lunch, Compatriot
Glenn Martin conducted the SAR
America 250 minute. He spoke on
the Beaufort Assembly in South
Carolina. The last colonial governor
of South Carolina was Lord Charles
Montagu, serving from 1766 to
1773; he was a very unpopular
With the
Assembly opposing his rule, in
October 1772, he called the

assembly to meet in Beaufort, far

governor. Colonial

attend, and thus
would be more loyal to British rule.

the assembly

Only four members attended, and
Governor Montagu was forced to
return the assembly to Charles
He then dissolved the
Assembly, but the members were re

Town.

-elected, and chose the same

speaker. Governor  Montagu
reacted by dissolving the assembly
again, resigning as royal governor,
and returning to England in March
1773. The Beaufort Assembly was
the impetus for Thomas Jefferson
adding to the list of charges against
King George lll in the Declaration of
Independence, “He has called
together legislative bodies at places
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant
from the depository of their public
Records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with
his measures.”
Members attending the
meeting in person, or via Zoom,
earned 3 points towards the SAR
America 250 Medal for listening to
the America 250 minute. All
members were encouraged to keep
track of their points, and submit the
medal form to Derek Brown when
they accumulated enough points for
the bronze medal. Members may
continue earning points towards the
silver medal (state level), and the
gold medal (national level).
Derek

delivered the registrar’s report. We

Registrar Brown
have had 13 new applicants so far
this year; he is working on 24
applications, with three to be sent to
headquarters the following week.

Registrar Brown spoke to the group

authors, and not necessarily those of the away from the normal meeting site about the NSSAR Membership
Chapterzonrtyh;SIA,'R!E‘;nllezssl ns,lpe,;'g%ﬁated' of Charles Town. He hoped the  Committee, of which he is a

patriots would find it difficult to member. The committee currently
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represents 8 of 13 districts, and 21
of 50 states. He said the SAR
currently has 37,601 members. The
Western District (California, Nevada,
and Hawaii) has 1,945 members (5%
In the
past 20 years, there has been a

of total SAR membership).

positive trend of growth from 25k to
37k members, but it has leveled off
in the past couple years. The
Membership Committee has been
developing
chapters.

resources to help
In California, there are
two trends in drops: compatriots
with under one year of membership
(certificate members), and
compatriots who burn out after 5-6
years of membership. The
plans to

document to help with the three Rs

committee release a

retention, and
January 2023.
Once it is released, the committee

(recruitment,
reinstatement) in

wants feedback into what works and
does not work so they can further
refine the document.
Derek Brown is also a
member of the NSSAR Genealogy
Committee. The committee has
recently updated the SAR Genealogy
Policies Manual, and posted it on
the SAR website.

document for use in preparing new

This is a great

and supplemental applications. For
compatriots who joined many years
in the

ago, the manual helps

preparation of supplemental
applications, as policies have
changed since their  original

application was prepared. For those
who are unaware, supplemental
applications allow compatriots to
prove other patriot lines in their
ancestry. Compatriots may wear
their

membership medal ribbon drape or

supplemental stars on

neck ribbon for each supplemental
application approved by NSSAR.
This may be done to honor
additional patriot ancestors, or to
help relatives join in the future. The
supplemental application fee covers
the time of the

genealogist, and no other dues are

reviewing
included. Derek Brown has an
original patriot ancestor, and four
patriot
He recommends having

supplemental ancestors
proven.
chapter registrars review the
supplementals prior to submitting to
make sure they are complete and in
proper format, and reduce the
number of supplementals that get
One of the

most common errors is including

pended at National.

information that is not proven. For
example, if a birth certificate only
lists the county, do not list the city
on the application. The fewer the
errors, the faster the applications
The National

genealogists

can be approved.
Society has four
working on new applications, and
four genealogists working on
supplemental applications. If there
is a large backlog, they can shift
around the genealogists.

Registrar Brown said that
new members fill out applications in
the online system. Once they have
completed the application, and
assembled the proofs, the
documents are sent to him. He then
checks to be sure everything is
complete. He said that DAR
applications after January 1, 1985
may be cited as proof for SAR
applications. Earlier applications

cannot be cited as proof, but they

may provide clues to locate proofs
by looking at the documents cited
on the DAR application. Registrar
Brown is seeking help from chapter
compatriots to help him review

applications to speed up the

process. Please contact him if you
can help out.

October 13, 2022 marked
the 247th birthday of the US Navy —
in 1775, the Continental Congress
passed resolutions to purchase two
armed ships, and establish a naval
committee. Registrar  Brown
celebrated the occasion by
attending the SAR Harbor Chapter
meeting on the battleship USS lowa
in Long Beach. Derek gave us the
presentation developed by President
James Bunker of the Harbor Chapter
on the History of the US Navy. By
the end of the Revolutionary War,
the United States had purchased,
built, hired, or captured a total of 65
naval vessels. Our first warship, the
schooner Hannah, was purchased by
George Washington on April 24,
1775. The Hannah captured the
HMS Foy in September 1775 — the
first prize taken by an American
warship. The Hannah was
eventually driven aground by the
HMS Nautilus, and lost.

The us

government was not permitted to

Confederation

levy taxes, so it relied heavily on
loans from France,
Holland,
donations from citizens. As a result,

Spain, and
as well as bonds and
the Army and Navy were never
adequately funded. On December
13, 1775, the Second Continental
Congress ordered the construction
of 13 frigates to defend the colonies
against the British Navy. The
Randolph,

Hancock, Raleigh,

JANUARY 2023
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Warren, and Washington had 32
the Trumble, Effingham,
Montgomery,

cannon;
Providence, and
Virginia had 28 cannon; and the
Boston, Congress, and Delaware had
24 cannon. Of these original 13
warships, one was lost in combat,
four were scuttled, and seven were
taken as prizes by the Royal Navy.
Only the Hancock, which was
renamed Alliance to honor the
French Alliance, survived the war.
The Alliance was sold to France in
1784 to help pay America’s debts.
The 74-gun

launched in 1782, and was given to

USS America was

the French Navy in recognition for
France’s help in the war.

Because the colonies began
the war with no warships, they
needed to rely on privateers.
Colonial authorities issued letters of
marque, which were licenses for
private ships to capture enemy
shipping, and sell the prizes and
cargoes for profit. Congress issued
1,697 letters of marque, and colonial
legislatures issued 942. By the end
of the war, privateers had captured
3,027 British ships — about 15% of
the British merchant fleet.

In 1775, the Colony of South
Carolina funded a small fleet to
patrol its coastline. They purchased
a frigate owned by the Duke of
Luxembourg (designed by a French
naval architect, and built in Holland),
it to the

The frigate

and eventually sold
Continental Congress.
was initially named L’Indien, and was
renamed South Carolina.
The first
amphibious landing occurred on
March 3, 1776.
Navy, with volunteer marines, led a

American

The Continental

five-ship task force to the Bahamas

to seize gunpowder and shot stored
by the British at Nassau. The
mission failed because Commodore
Esek Hopkins gave the British 24
hours to surrender, and ignored the
warnings of John Paul Jones to
blockade the port of Nassau. The
British managed to load most of the
powder on two ships and transfer it

to St. Augustine in British East
Florida.

The  shipbuilder Joshua
Humphreys converted the

merchantman Black Prince into the
30-gun Alfred, one of the first
frigates in the Continental Navy.
Humphreys designed and built the
USS Constitution.
copied for the frigates Constellation,

His design was

Congress, President, Chesapeake,
and United States.
In 1785, the Continental

Navy was disbanded. The remaining
11 warships were scrapped, sold or
given away. Until the US Navy was
1797,
waters were patrolled by the small,

established in American
lightly-armed vessels of the Revenue
Service. In 1794, Congress voted to
create the US Navy, and John Barry
(the first captain of a warship in the
Continental Navy) was selected by
President Washington to lead the US
Navy. Commodore John Barry
recruited able officers and men
whom he knew from the Continental
Navy — forming the nucleus of an
effective fighting force.

President Shurtz announced
that the chapter needs volunteers
for the youth contests (Boy Scout,
Essay, Poster, Brochures, etc.). |If
you can help the chapter, please

contact President Shurtz. We only
have a small handful of people doing
all the work of the chapter. It is
much easier for everyone when we
spread out the work over more
volunteers.

President Shurtz read the
benediction prepared by Chaplain
Vernagallo, and adjourned the
meeting.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

January Meeting

/ | ‘he January Annual Meeting
will be held at the Old

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
Saturday, January 21, 2023, at
Noon.

For those compatriots not
able to attend in person, we will
have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.

Our special guests will be
Jason Giaimo and the Young
Fife & Drum

Corps. They will perform for us, and

American Patriots

Jason will speak about the group.
Martin
will be presenting the America 250

Compatriot Glenn
Minute, so those in the meeting will
earn points towards the SAR
America 250 Medal.

Please join us for an
entertaining presentation!

Dues Report
F | ‘he dues for 2023 have been
collected. In 2022, we had 15

new members,

4 reinstatements,
and 1 transfer in; we had 4 deaths,
4 resignations, 2 transfers out, and 1
drop; we had a net gain of 9
members. Our 2023 membership
stands at 128 (which includes 3 dual
members). The state and national

dues have been paid to the

California Society on time.
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ANNUAL MEETING
Saturday, January 21, 2023

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

5
11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 5
Social

| Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Jason Giaimo and YAPs. Jason Giaimo leads the Young American Patriots Fife &
Drum Corps, based in Pleasanton, California. They are dedicated to perpetuating the
music, history, and heritage of our nation’s founding. They will perform for us, and

™ Jason will speak about the group. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
) per person
Deadline: 18 January 2023 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,

and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Ravioli

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Ravioli

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Ravioli




Ruots of the Month

" Our pregent condition ic, Legiclation without law; wiedom without 3
plan . . . and, what i¢ ctrangely actoniching, perfect independance
contending for dependance. The inctance ic without a precedent, the
cace never exicted before, and who can tell what may be the event?” The

momg;:g;;;aséw property of no man ic cecure in the present unbraced eyctem of thinge.

The mind of the multitude ic left at random, and ceeing no fixed object
before them, they pureue cuch ac faney ot opinion precente. Nothing ie
criminal; there ie no cuch thing ag¢ treacon; wherefore, every one thinke

THOMAS JEFFERSON himgelf at liberty to act a¢ he pleagces.”

CHAPTER — Thomse Paine, Common Sence, 1776.

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Danny L. Shurtz
President
Visit us on the web:
Stephen R. Renouf TIJSAR.ORG

Secretary

William Rood
Treasurer
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