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President’s Notes

M y Fellow
October is

weather begins to cool, the days become

Compatriots,
when the

noticeably shorter, and children finally
get settled into their new school year
schedule. This transitional season is an
excellent time to discuss some of the
Education Outreach programs offered by
the Sons of the American Revolution to
children on our
These

engagements consist of contests where

engage school-age

nation’s founding principles.

children compete for prizes while
learning about the founding of our great
nation.

Education Outreach Programs
represent an excellent opportunity to
enhance US History curriculum in schools,
which for most students in California is
during the 5th, 8th, and 11th grades. The

winners of the SAR Education Outreach

VPG Derek Brown addresses the Chapter on SAR Activities

contests are awarded cash prizes at the
Chapter, State, and National levels.
COVID took a toll on student
participation in the SAR’s Education
Outreach. Much of this loss in student
participation comes from a turnover with
school administrators and history
teachers. Contest chairmen at the state
and chapter levels are working to
reestablish contacts within our schools.
You, as compatriots, can help the
state society rebuild these programs. If
children,

you have any school-age

grandchildren, nieces, nephews, or

friends with children, please educate
them about these contests. If you know
of any K-12 teachers or administrators,
please let me know so we can establish
contact and encourage participation. For
more information on Education Outreach,
go to education.sar.org/youth-awards/ or

www.californiasar.or;




Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2023

Danny L. Shurtz, President
330 Pimlico Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94597-3676
(925) 586-1750
dshurtzSAR@gmail.com

Glenn D. Martin, Vice President
530 Churchill Downs Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94597-3691
(925) 286-5666
Glenn.Martin.WC@gmail.com

Stephen R. Renouf, Secretary/Treasurer
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 397-1762
Secretary@TJSAR.org

Derek J. Brown, Registrar
PO Box 326
Clayton, CA 94517-0326
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Robert J. Vernagallo, Chaplain
(510) 918-5945
rvernagall@aol.com

Thomas E. Silva, Historian
(925) 708-9217
TESailor24@aol.com

R. Phil Stage, Sergeant at Arms
(925) 484-5491
Phil.Stage@sbcglobal.net

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Michael A. Wendorf, Essay Chairman
(925) 381-9837
Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Gregory D. Owens, Past President
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

As mentioned in the
September President’s Notes, the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter will hold
elections for chapter offices in
November, and we are looking for
compatriots to step forward to help
our chapter and society continue to
promote the ideals of the American
Revolution. If you wish to help our
society, please do not hesitate to
contact me or any chapter officer.

— Dan Shurtz, President
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Thomas Jefferson

he
TChapter held a regular&

meeting on Saturday, September 16,
2023 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 16
members and guests in the meeting,

Concord, California.

and 4 members on Zoom Meeting.
President Shurtz called the
meeting to order, and introduced
the guests present: Past VPG Robert
Ebert (San Francisco Chapter), Past
President Tim Ernst, Applicant
Matthew Hess, DAR member Kay
Ernst, and special guest CASSAR
Executive VP Don Littlefield.
lunch, CASSAR
Littlefield
announced the upcoming Fall
CASSAR Board of Managers Meeting
will be held on the Queen Mary in
November 2023 in Long Beach,
California. VP Littlefield also noted
that the CASSAR Annual Meeting will
be held in April 2024 at the Hyatt

SFO Hotel in Burlingame, California.

Following
Executive VP Don

He encouraged all CASSAR members
in Northern California to attend the
meeting to support the SAR. The
hotel rate is only $158 per night. At

the Saturday installation banquet,
Don Littlefield will be installed as
President of CASSAR. The banquet
will also feature a Founding Father
from Boston, Massachusetts. Come
join us for all the fun!

Vice President Glenn Martin
was absent at a Union Veterans
Chaplain  Bob
Vernagallo read the America 250

encampment, so
Minute for Glenn. On September
11, 1773, a London newspaper (The
Public Advertizer) published an essay
by Benjamin Franklin entitled, “Rules
by which a great empire may be
reduced to a small one.” Franklin
was using satire to criticize the way
the British Empire was ruling her
colonies

American through

increasingly oppressive laws and
actions. Franklin listed the injustices
suffered by the colonies, and
foretold the reduction of the British
Empire to the small island nation it is
today. He gave advice on how the
Empire could rid itself of its overseas
colonies and interests: 1) be sure
not to incorporate the colonies into
the Mother Country, so they do not
receive the same rights to
commerce and liberty as the Mother
Country, and make them subject to
more severe laws without allowing
them the choice of legislators; 2) be
sure to ignore the grievances of the
colonies, and always treat them as
they are on the verge of rebellion,
quarter

troops among them to

create outraged mobs, and use
bullets and bayonets to subdue
them; 3) be sure to require the
colonies to pay more than they can
afford in your wars by oppressive
taxation passed by legislators they
did not elect, and treat their

complaints with  the  utmost
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contempt by not even suffering to
read them. The newspaper sold out,
though the British
it was highly

and even
government knew
critical of their actions, they could
not do anything overt about it. In
the end, the colonies were punished
in exactly the way Franklin
recommended in his essay on how
to lose the empire, and this

retribution pushed the colonies
closer to war. You can find Glenn
250 Minutes on his

YouTube site — please visit and

Martin’s

subscribe, so you do not miss any of
his programs. Also, save up your
points towards earning the SAR
America 250 Bronze, Silver and Gold
Medals.

Derek Brown was called
upon for the registrar’s report — we
have submitted 13 applications to
National this year (9 were approved,
and 4 are awaiting approval). There
are 25 more applications in various
stages of preparation. Jeff Brown
reported that he has presented 7
SAR Eagle Scout Certificates so far
this year. President Dan Shurtz
reported that he presented 3 SAR
Flag Certificates on July 4, 2023.

Our speaker was NSSAR Vice
President General (International
District) Derek Brown, who updated
the chapter on National and State
activities. He reported on the July
2023 SAR Annual

Orlando, Florida. The tours included

Congress in

a visit to the Kennedy Space Center,
and a visit to the site of the Last
Naval Battle of the Revolutionary
War off the coast of Florida. The
featured the
Memorial Service, Orations Finals,

Congress Annual

Minuteman and Awards Night, as

well as the business meetings.

There were 383 delegates and 216
guests in attendance (561 total
attendees). California had a strong
John
Dodd of California was elected

delegation at the Congress.

President General, Rob Moore of
Hawaii was elected VPG of the
Western District (CA-NV-HI), Derek
Brown was elected VPG of the
International District, Jim Klingler
was elected NSSAR Trustee for
California, Stephen Renouf was
elected NSSAR Trustee for Spain,
and Dan McKelvie was elected to the
SAR Foundation.

VPG Brown noted the SAR
Goals for the next five years. Goal
#1: to plan celebrations related to
the 250th Anniversary of the
American Revolution. The SAR plans
to open the SAR Museum by 2025 —
the 250th anniversary of Concord
and Lexington. They intend to boost
the public image of the SAR during
the 250th anniversary celebrations.
Thirty-eight states have established
state commissions, but so far
California, Nevada, and Hawaii have
failed to follow through. We
continue to lobby for them to fully
support the 250th anniversary of the
greatest nation on Earth. Goal #2:
to enhance our patriotic mission by
showing the SAR colors, through
color guard events, and participation
in recognition of local government,
civil servants, and volunteers; and
through recognizing local veterans
Goal
#3: to enhance our historical mission

and veterans organizations.

by partnering with other heritage
groups to place 250th anniversary
markers around the country, hold at

least two 250th anniversary events
annually through 2033, and partner
with DAR, CAR, and other groups to
execute a joint 250th anniversary
celebration on July 4, 2026. Goal #4:
to enhance our educational mission
by informing locals schools of the
SAR Education Center website and
genealogical library, champion SAR
Youth
programs, and incorporate 250th

Education and Awards
Anniversary themes into SAR Youth
Contests. Goal #5: to attract, train,
involve, and retain members to
aggressively grow membership by
July 4, 2026, and build and retain a
professional staff to meet the
Society’s future growth and goals.
Goal #6: to

membership and dues collection

streamline  the

processes by the end of 2023, and
enhance internal communications.
Goal #7:
financial resources for top priority

to aggressively secure

projects and programs by the end of
2025, and initiate a comprehensive
Capital Campaign to raise money
through donations and bequests.
VPG Brown noted one of the
projects that PG John Dodd has
initiated is with the Henry Rifle
Company to produce an SAR
logo .22-caliber rifle with a different
Revolutionary War theme each year
for ten years. The SAR Rifles will be
sold through Cabela’s and the Henry
catalog, and are available to anyone
who wants one — not just SAR
members, but anyone interested in
The first
year features the Battle of Concord

the American Revolution.
and Lexington. These will make
great Christmas gifts.

VPG Brown is chairman of
the NSSAR Membership Committee,
and reported that the SAR currently

OCTOBER 2023
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has about 36,900 members, and has
a small net growth of about 0.7%
per year. In the past 5 years, NSSAR
had 15,200 drops, and of that,
CASSAR had 956 drops, and the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter had 30
drops. We need to find a way to get
engaged in SAR
so they do not lose

new members
programs,
interest and drop their membership.
The Thomas
currently has 135 members.

Jefferson Chapter
New
applications are currently taking
about 6 weeks to be approved, and
supplemental applications are taking
about 15 weeks to be approved. Itis
HIGHLY recommended that chapter
registrars

review all  chapter

supplementals before they are
submitted to National to improve
the quality of the applications, and
help reduce the approval time.

At the Annual SAR Congress,
the National dues were increased to
S50 per year. There was no change
in application fees, and the National
life membership fee schedule has
been updated to reflect the new $50
dues. Congress also approved
$390,000 to redesign the NSSAR
headquarters office to make it more
efficient.

President General Dodd will
be leading an SAR delegation to
France from April 6-20, 2024 to
honor the French Alliance, and the
participation of Frenchmen in the
American Revolution. We will travel
to the Beaches of Normandy, where
80 years ago, the Allies stormed the
beaches to free Occupied France.
We will

Tapestry

see the famed Bayeux

depicting  the last
successful invasion of England, by
William the Conqueror in AD 1066.

We will honor the Comte de

Rochambeau with a wreath-laying in
Vendome. We will visit the fabulous
Chateau de Villandry, and visit a
winery and have goat cheese at
Sainte Maure de Touraine. We will
have a tour of the French Horse and
Riding Institute in Saumur, and visit
the burial site of King Henry Il and
Queen Eleanor of England, and their
son, Richard the Lionheart, at the
famed Fontevraud Abbey, built in
AD 1101. We will visit Clos Luce, the
home of Leonardo da Vinci, and
honor Jacques-Donatien LeRey de
Chaumont at the Chateau Royal de
Chaumont-sur-Loire with the France
Society SAR. We will have a wine
and cheese reception at the country
home of Martin Boyer of the France
We will
Cathedral, noted for its 13th century

Society. visit Bourges
stained glass windows, and visit the
Chateau de Ravel, and have a
wreath laying ceremony honoring
the Comte d’Estaing. We will have a
wine tasting in Lyon, visit Berze
Castle, and have a wreath laying for
We will

visit vineyards in Chateauneuf and

the Comte de Vergennes.

Chablis, before returning to Paris,
for an exciting river cruise on the
Seine. MAGIC can extend your hotel
stay in Paris if you want to spend
more time there. If you are
interested, the itinerary is located
at: prod.groupandevent.net/images/
C2/H14/M239/SAR 2024 ltin.pdf

and the

prod.groupandevent.net/ONLINE/

registration  link is:

reglogin.asp — use password
vivelafrance  (all one  word,
lowercase).

Derek Brown presented the

George Washington Endowment
Fund fellowship certificate and pin
to Dan Shurtz and Jeff Brown for
$1,000 donations to the GWEF Fund.

There was a motion to
endorse Candidates for 2024 NSSAR
Officers: President General Darryl
Addington, Secretary

Michael Elston, Treasurer General —

General

no endorsement, Chancellor General

Edmon McKinley, Genealogist
General Gary Green, Registrar
General Derek Brown, Historian

General Jeffery Thomas, Librarian
General Keith Weissinger, Surgeon
John
General Vernon Welkner, and SAR

General Turley, Chaplain
Foundation Board Sam Powell and
Jim Klingler. The motion passed
unanimously.
Chaplain Vernagallo gave
the benediction, and President
Shurtz adjourned the meeting.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

October Meeting

/ | ‘he October Regular Meeting
will be held at the Old

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
Saturday, October 21, 2023, at
Noon. For those compatriots not

able to attend in person, we will
have a concurrent Zoom Meeting
available.

The meeting will feature
Michael President of

the Treasure Island Museum. He

Hennahane,

will speak on the 80-year history of
Treasure Island.

Martin
will be presenting the America 250

Compatriot Glenn
Minute, so those in the meeting will
earn points towards the SAR
America 250 Medal.

Please join us for an
entertaining presentation!
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§ N 7e regret to announce that
Compatriot Sherrill Forbes
McDonald passed away on July 11,
2023 in Walnut Creek, California, at
the age of 94.
Sherrill Forbes Rudd “Mac”
McDonald was born on October 16,

1928 in Evanston, lllinois, the son of
Leon Emerson McDonald and Alice
Tilton Sherrill. He spent most of his
childhood in Evanston then moved
to Niles Center, Winnetka, Skokie,
and Blythesville, Arkansas where his
dad was stationed in the Army. He
graduated from Niles Township High
in 1945. Mac attended
Purdue University, graduating in
1949 with a BS in Aeronautical
Engineering. He was a member of

School

Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity and

Sigma Gamma Tau. While at Purdue
he and three of his best friends and

fraternity  brothers formed a
barbershop quartet. Through the
years whenever together, they

would always sing a song or two.
Mac had a beautiful tenor voice and
wherever he lived, he sang in
choruses or choirs.

Mac stayed in Evanston for a
few years after college, then moved
to California. He briefly worked for
store of H.C.

Capwell (a past president of the

the department

California Society SAR), where he
met his wife, Beverly Jane Johnson,
whom he married in 1956. Mac
then joined Kaiser Engineers
(headquartered in Oakland, CA) in
the early 1950s; it would be the
career of a lifetime, one he loved so
much it was very difficult for him to
retire 40+ vyears later. As a
construction project engineer, he
was assigned every two to three
years to a different project/locale.
He lived in Idaho, Northern and
Southern California, Australia, the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, and
Venezuela.

After retiring from Kaiser
Engineers, Mac

taught project

management in the masters

program at UC Berkeley. He loved

teaching and loved his students.
When he was not working, Mac
enjoyed building model airplanes,
stamp collecting (which he started
as a kid), reading and listening to
classical music and opera. He was an
excellent photographer.

In 2014, he and his wife
moved from their house in Berkeley,
where they had lived for 38+ years,
an assisted

to Montecito, living

facility in Concord. After Beverly
died in 2015, Mac became very
involved at Montecito: he was the
President of the

Association for several years, sang in

Resident’s

the chorus, and enjoyed the many
social activities provided by the
facility.

Mac joined the SAR in 2016
on the service of his patriot ancestor
(1764-1822), a

in the New Hampshire

Jeremiah Tilton
private
Militia.
application on his patriot ancestor
Nathaniel Rudd (1731-1819), a
private in Captain Ward’s Company,

He filed a supplemental

Hampshire County Massachusetts

Regiment.
Mac is survived by his
daughter Pamela McDonald (a

member of the DAR) and his sister
Ann Jens. Our sincere condolences
go out to his family.

OCTOBER 2023
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Jeff Brown receives the George Washington Fellow Certificate from VPG Derek Brown
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OCTOBER 2023

REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, October 21, 2023

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA
-

)

s‘:}\, :

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting ,‘,
Social

| Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

2
P

Michael Hennahane, President of Treasure Island Museum. Michael Hennehane will speak on the
80-year history of Treasure Island, which was built in 1936-7 for the 1939 Golden Gate International
Exposition. It was later used as Naval Station Treasure Island from 1942 to 1997. Come join us for

a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Settuccine N fredo, Giicken Lamigiana, ov Lasagna
) per person

Deadline: 18 October 2023 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month

* My Cod! how little do my countrymen know what procioue
bleceinge they are in poccescion of, and which no other
people on earth enjoy . . . While | cee multiplied ingtances

rHowss erson of Europeang going to live in America, | will venture to

eqy, ho man now living will ever cee an ingtance of an

American removing to cettle in Europe, and continuing

there .”
THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER — Thomae Jofforeon, \71€5

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

Danny L. Shurtz
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Visit us on the web:

Glenn D. Martin TISAR.ORG
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Stephen R. Renouf
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