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M y Fellow Compatriots, 

November is when the 

holiday season begins.  Let me be one of 

the first to wish you all a wonderful 

holiday season.   

 November is also the month 

when the Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

holds elections for the upcoming year. 

The candidates for this year are: 

President: Glenn Martin, Vice President: 

Vacant, Secretary: Stephen Renouf, 

Treasurer: Stephen Renouf, Registrar: 

Derek Brown, Chaplain: Robert 

Vernagallo, Historian: Thomas Silva, and 

Past President: Danny Shurtz. 

 Any chapter compatriot in good 

standing can be nominated from the floor 

for one of these roles at the November 

meeting.  We are still looking for a 

compatriot to fill the role of Vice 

President.  This role is not time intensive, 

but it is essential for the current 

operation and future of the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter.  We currently have 

138 members; there should be one 

willing to serve your chapter and honor 

your patriot ancestors.  Do not hesitate 

to contact me or any chapter officer to 

inquire how you can help the chapter.  

 This month’s speaker will be Dr. J. 

Holmes Armstead.  He is a retired 

Strategy and International Law professor 

at the US Naval War College and has 

served on the faculties at numerous 

universities, including Stanford, 

Pepperdine, Virginia Military Institute, 

the US Naval Postgraduate School, and 

many others.  Dr. Armstead served as a 

research associate at The RAND Corp and 

was a Fulbright Professor in Ukraine in 

2016.  The breadth of knowledge of Dr. 

Armstead is impressive; we are fortunate 

to have him speak to our chapter.  
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smuggled tea.  Earlier in the year, 

Britain gave the East India Company 

a monopoly on tea, which made 

British tea cheaper than smuggled 

tea.  The Colonists feared the tax 

raised would be used to eliminate 

local government in the Colonies, 

and further suppress freedom.  

Those helping the British tax tea 

were considered enemies.  Later, a 

group in Boston met at Faneuil Hall 

and adopted the Philadelphia 

Resolutions.  In Boston, protests led 

to the Boston Tea Party on 

December 16, 1773.  In late 

December, a merchant ship with 

British tea attempted to land in 

Philadelphia, and the captain was 

told he would be tarred and 

feathered if he attempted to offload 

the tea.  The ship eventually turned 

away without offloading the tea. 

 VP Martin noted that 

CASSAR Executive VP Don Littlefield 

was looking for volunteers for the 

April 2024 CASSAR Annual Meeting 

to be held in Burlingame, California.  

This is across the bay from us, and 

we should lend him a hand.  VP 

Martin volunteered to work in the 

hospitality room.  If anyone else is 

interested in volunteering, please let 

VP Martin know.  Room rates are 

only $158 per night, and it is located 

near many fine restaurants in 

 Our next meeting is at noon 

on Saturday, November 18th, at The 

Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord.  I 

look forward to seeing you there. 

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held a regular 

meeting on Saturday, October 21, 

2023 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had 16 

members and guests in the meeting.  

In conjunction with the in-person 

meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting 

with 3 compatriots. 

 President Dan Shurtz called 

the meeting to order, and 

introduced the guest speaker, 

Michael Hennahane, the President 

of the Treasure Island Museum.  

President Shurtz called upon VP 

Glenn Martin to give the America 

250 Minute. 

 Glenn Martin discussed the 

Philadelphia Resolutions, issued in 

October 1773 by Philadelphia 

Patriots, informing the British Crown 

that they would boycott British tea.  

The Resolutions appeared in 

Benjamin Franklin’s Gazette, and 

presented eight grievances against 

the British Crown.  They triggered 

violent protests in Philadelphia and 

Boston, which would eventually lead 

to the American Revolution.  

Benjamin Franklin, who was in 

England at the time, criticized the 

British suppression of rights in the 

Colonies.  The Colonists objected to 

the tax on tea, as it was taxation 

without representation in the British 

government, and purchased 
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Burlingame.  He also mentioned the 

SAR Stark Award for service to 

veterans.  You can earn points 

towards the award by helping 

veterans (driving them, donating to 

them, participating in the Wounded 

Warrior program, etc.). More 

information can be found on the 

SAR website.  

 Following lunch, President 

Shurtz introduced our guest speaker, 

Michael Hennahane.  After living in 

six states and one foreign country, 

Hennahane came to the Bay Area for 

college, and it became his 

permanent home.  He has spent 35 

years in computer consulting in 

Silicon Valley.  He has consulted for 

many startup companies, the US 

government, and Fortune 100 

companies.  For the last five years, 

he has served as president of the 

Treasure Island Museum, and he is a 

member of the Naval Order of the 

United States. 

 The 400-acre artificial island 

was constructed adjacent to Yerba 

Buena Island by the Army Corps of 

Engineers from 1936-1937 using 

mud dredged from the bay, and was 

intended to serve as the municipal 

airport for San Francisco.  It was first 

used as the site of the 1939-40 

Golden Gate International 

Exposition.  There was a glowing Art 

Deco city of towers, gardens, 

statues, and lighting effects to 

dramatize San Francisco and 

California as a force in the Pacific 

Region.  The exposition celebrated 

the construction of the Bay Bridge 

(1936), the Golden Gate Bridge 

(1937), and the Pan American 

Airways Clippers.  The source of the 

name “Treasure Island” is unknown, 

but may have been from the 1934 

American in their construction.  

These were key bases in World War 

II, and many battles were fought 

around them. 

 Following the World’s Fair, 

the US Navy purchased Treasure 

Island for use as a Naval Base with 

the impending entry of the United 

States into World War II.  Sadly, the 

Navy demolished the statue of 

Pacifica and most of the temporary 

buildings from the World’s Fair, 

except the 1938 administrative 

building, and the Pan American 

Airways Clippers building.  The 

Treasure Island Naval Air Station 

was the gateway to the Pacific, with 

4.5 million soldiers and Marines 

passing through on their way to the 

Asia/Pacific Theater during World 

War II. 

 Admiral Chester Nimitz 

commanded the Pacific Fleet during 

World War II.  He was made Fleet 

Admiral in December 1944.  When 

he retired in 1947, he kept an office 

on Treasure Island as a special 

advisor to the Secretary of the Navy.  

He had purchased a house in 

Berkeley, and also lived in Quarters 

1 on Treasure Island, now known as 

the Nimitz Mansion.  By 1963, he 

was living primarily on Treasure 

Island as it was close to his office.  

After suffering a stroke, Nimitz died 

in Quarters 1 in 1966.  Air traffic was 

halted at SFO airport to permit 70 

jets to fly over his funeral at the 

Golden Gate National Cemetery.   

 In 1996, Treasure Island and 

the Presidio of San Francisco were 

decommissioned, and US Naval 

operations ceased in 1997.  Control 

transitioned to government 

agencies, including the US Coast 

Guard.  The Treasure Island Museum 

film adapted from Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s novel.  Many companies 

that still exist today – such as PG&E, 

Bank of America, and Levi Strauss – 

were sponsors of the World’s Fair.  

The government of Japan built the 

Japanese Pavilion there to showcase 

their country.  There was an Art in 

Action exhibit where people could 

view artists creating artworks.  

Diego Rivera painted a giant 

portable fresco, which was to be 

hung in a new library at San 

Francisco Junior College.  Sculptor 

Ralph Stackpole created his largest 

statue – Pacifica – for the World’s 

Fair, and it towered 81 feet over the 

entrance to the fair.  The theme of 

the statue Pacifica was world peace, 

and the power of a unified Pacific 

Coast, at the time the war in Europe 

was threatening to involve the 

United States.  The City of Pacifica 

was named after the statue in 1957.  

About 16 million visitors attended 

the World’s Fair on Treasure Island. 

 In 1935, Pan American 

Airways linked Asia with North 

America with regular flights over the 

Pacific Ocean.  With the 

construction of Treasure Island, Pan 

American built two large hangars 

and a grand terminal building.  They 

offered one-day flights to Hawaii, 

which was an improvement over the 

long ocean voyage. The clippers had 

a short range, so they needed 

airstrips in Hawaii, Midway, Wake, 

and Guam to make the voyage to 

Manila.  US President Franklin 

Roosevelt thought these airstrips in 

the Pacific would make great Naval 

bases, so he partnered with Pan 



is located in the Treasure Island 

Administration Building 1 at the 

entrance to the island from Yerba 

Buena Island.  President Shurtz 

presented Michael Hennahane with 

the SAR Certificate of Appreciation 

for his informative talk on the 

History of Treasure Island. 

 Derek Brown gave the 

registrar’s report.  He noted that we 

have had 14 new members 

approved in 2023, and we have one 

more at National that may be 

approved this year.  He is working 

on about 27 applications that will be 

submitted in 2024.  He noted that 

the NSSAR Membership Committee 

was working on member retention.  

In the last 5 years, our chapter has 

had 30 drops.  Brown is contacting 

the dropped members, and one has 

already reinstated his membership.  

The membership of the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter now stands at 138 

compatriots.  He also mentioned the 

George Washington Education Fund 

(GWEF).  For a donation of $1,000, a 

compatriot or spouse of compatriot 

becomes a George Washington 

Fellow.  The GWEF is used to fund 

underfunded SAR programs.  

Registrar Brown encouraged SAR 

spouses to join the CASSAR Ladies 

Auxiliary, who raise funds to support 

our programs.  He mentioned 

President General Dodd has teamed 

up with Bass Pro Shop and Henry 

Rifles to create SAR commemorative 

rifles – one a year for ten years, each 

honoring an event of the American 

Revolution.  So far, 34 have been pre

-ordered. 

 President Shurtz inducted 

new member Scott Parkey into the 

Sons of the American Revolution.  

Compatriot Scott Parkey descends 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter Dual 

Member Donald Littlefield will be 

sworn in as president of the 

California Society SAR at the April 

2024 Annual CASSAR Meeting.  He 

has invited our chapter to reserve 

hotel rooms for the meeting before 

it is announced at the upcoming 

Board of Managers Meeting in Long 

Beach.  The room rates at the Hyatt 

Regency SFO are very reasonable—

only $158. 

 All members of the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter are encouraged to 

attend this meeting in nearby 

Burlingame.  It is a great opportunity 

to meet compatriots from all over 

the state and nation. 

from Sgt. John Henry Lentz (1753-

1835), who served as a soldier in the 

Mecklenberg County Militia and the 

Montgomery County Militia in North 

Carolina.    

 The Chapter will elect 

officers for 2024 at the November 

18, 2023 Election Meeting.  Be sure 

to attend and cast your vote.  If you 

are interested in running for office, 

or serving on a committee, please 

contact President Shurtz.  Chaplain 

Vernagallo gave the benediction, 

and President Shurtz adjourned the 

meeting. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he November Regular Meeting 

will be held at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on 

Saturday, November 18, 2023, at 

Noon.  For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting 

available.   

 The meeting will feature Dr. 

J. Holmes Armstead, a retired 

professor of Strategy and 

International Law from the US Naval 

War College, and served as a special 

staff assistant for legislative affairs 

to the secretary of the Army.  He will 

update us on the ongoing wars in 

Ukraine and Israel, and provide 

analyses on possible developments. 

 Compatriot Glenn Martin 

will be presenting the America 250 

Minute, so those in the meeting will 

earn points towards the SAR 

America 250 Medal. 

 Please join us for an 

entertaining presentation! 

November Meeting 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

NOVEMBER 2023 

Deadline: 16 November 2023 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$25 per person 

MENU 

ELECTION MEETING 

Saturday, November 18, 2023 

 

Programme:  

Dr. J. Holmes Armstead, Retired Professor of Strategy and International Law from the 
US Naval War College.  We are pleased to have Dr. Armstead speak on the ongoing 
wars in Ukraine and Israel, and give us his professional analysis. He is a frequent 
lecturer and consultant on international legal matters, and was a Fulbright Professor to 
Ukraine in 2016.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“The soldier is the army. No army is better 
than its soldiers. The soldier is also a citizen. 
In fact, the highest obligation and privilege of 
citizenship is that of bearing arms for one’s 
country.” 

                 — General George S. Patton, Jr. 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  https://www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman 


