President’s Notes

My Fellow Compatriots, in
January, we had
tremendous turnout for our first meeting
of 2023, where we held the election and
induction of chapter officers. CASSAR VP
North Don Littlefield administered the
oath to the newly elected officers. The
new officers for 2023 include President
Dan Shurtz, Vice President Glenn Martin,
Secretary and Treasurer Stephen Renouf,
Registrar Derek Brown, Historian Tom
Silva, Chaplain Robert Vernagallo, and
Past President Greg Owens. | look
with
compatriots in the coming year.

forward to  working these

Our special guests at the January
meeting were Jason Giaimo and his
group, The Young American Patriots Fife
& Drum Corps. Jason, a master fifer,
brought along fifer Jyothi Vema and

drummer Rishab Burli. Jason and his

VPN Littlefield, Vernagallo, Brown, Silva, Martin, and President Shurtz

group dress in uniforms, and play songs
from the Revolutionary War era. Jason
explained the meaning behind the songs,
and how rear officers utilized fifers and
drummers to direct troop movements on
the Dbattlefield. It great

demonstration by a good group of

was a

youngsters. The Young American Patriots
are 100% funded by donations.
visit their website to see where they will

Please

be performing and, if so inclined, how
you could help Jason and his group fulfill
their goals. https://

youngamericanpatriots.com.
As previously mentioned,

mission and
the

January meeting turnout was
tremendous. | speak for the entire board
when | say we hope to carry this level of
turnout for future meetings. In addition,
we feel that having a dynamic guest like
the Young American Patriots will help to

drive in-person attendance. | would like
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(925) 381-9837
Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Gregory D. Owens, Past President
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.
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feedback from the
membership about what kind of

to ask for

guest speakers you would like to see
at our meetings. Also, if you have
some guests you feel would make
good speakers for our meetings,
please feel free to reach out to me
board

suggestions.

or any member  with

| look forward to seeing
everyone at The Old Spaghetti
Factory on February 18.

— Dan Shurtz, President

Secretary’s Notes

’ | ‘he Thomas Jefferson
Chapter held its annualA

meeting on Saturday, January 21,
2023 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 36
members and guests in the meeting.

Concord, California.

In conjunction with the in-person
meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting
with Secretary Stephen Renouf, Tom
McGinley (in Arizona), and
prospective member Rawn Rhoades.
President Dan Shurtz called
the meeting to order, and
introduced the guests present:
CASSAR VP North Don Littlefield;
Past VPG Robert Ebert (San
Francisco Chapter); Applicants Mike
O’'Domey, and Aaron Olson; DAR
members Janet Brown, Pat Everette,
and Virginia Rood; Young American
Patriots Jason Giaimo, Jyothi Vema,
and Rishab Burli;
Feibusch and Savannah Tucker.
Compatriot Glenn Martin
conducted the SAR America 250
Minute. He spoke on two petitions
from 1773. First, the East India

Company, struggling to survive, had

and Claudine

a large surplus of tea. The company
petitioned Parliament for assistance,
and Parliament authorized the Tea
Act of May 10, 1773. Tea sold in
America would be taxed at the point
of entry, and special agents were

appointed in colonial ports to
receive and sell the tea. The East
India Company was given a

monopoly on tea sold in the
American colonies, and they tried to
eliminate American competitors and
Dutch smugglers.  The colonists
protested the Tea Act, and mobs
attacked the special agents leading
to the Boston Tea Party.

Second, in January 1773, a
slave named Felix, representing
himself and other slaves, petitioned
Governor Thomas Hutchinson for
their freedom. They wanted to
contribute to society, and exercise
their rights as free men. This
petition, signed by
dismissed; however, other petitions
In 1780, the Constitution
of Massachusetts declared that all
In 1783, Chief

Justice Cushing ruled that slavery

Felix, was

followed.

men were free.

was effectively abolished. The
slaves in Massachusetts were
gradually freed, and by 1790, there
were no slaves recorded in
Massachusetts. Slavery there was
officially abolished in 1865, with the
ratification of the 13th Amendment.

President Shurtz presented
Glenn Martin with the SAR Chapter
Medal of Distinguished Service for
250 Minutes at
meetings, and on his YouTube site.
He presented the Bronze 250th

Anniversary Medal to

his America

Chaplain
Robert Vernagallo. President Shurtz,
on behalf of the National Society,

presented the SAR Lafayette
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Volunteer Service Medal to Past
President Greg Owens, for his work
on the Patriot Research System.
Following lunch, President
Shurtz
Jason Giaimo, who leads the Young

introduced guest speaker

American Patriots Fife & Drum Corps
(YAPs), a non-political, colonial-era
children’s parade band. The group
has provided music and leadership
education to Pleasanton area
children since 2010.
dedicated to perpetuating the
music, history and heritage of our
He noted that

“Those who

They are

nation’s founding.
Thomas Paine said,
expect to reap the blessings of
freedom must, like men, undergo
the fatigue of supporting it.” Jason
is the founder/director of the group,
and said the mission was to bring
the Spirit of ‘76 to America. He
thanked  Past
Littlefield for having YAPs perform at
the CASSAR Annual Meeting in April.
Jason introduced two of the

President  Don

stars of YAPs, Fifer Jyothi Vema, and
Drummer Rishab Burli. He noted the
fife and drum was used in militaries
for centuries. The fife and drum are
used to signal direction changes,
advances and retreats on the
battlefield. noted that
Disneyworld had a fife and drum

Jason

band until a few years ago, and he
voiced his opposition when they
decided to eliminate it.

Jyothi and Rishab addressed
the group, as public speaking is part
Jyothi noted that
Benjamin Franklin

of the program.
lived into his
eighties, which was unusual in an
age when the average life
expectancy was about 35 years. She
said the fife informs soldiers of the

time to get up, eat, sleep, etc. Jason

then had the group perform a
colonial song to demonstrate the
fife and drum.

The group played the song
“Huntington,” honoring  Samuel
Huntington (1731-1796), the fifth
and final president of the Second
Continental Congress (1775-1781),
and the first president of the
Confederation Congress under the
Articles of Confederation and
Perpetual Union. He was also a
signer of the Declaration of
Independence, and Governor of
Connecticut from 1786 until his
death in 1796.

The final song they played
was “Yankee Doodle,” which started
as a British song mocking colonial
Americans, who the British thought
overly

were uneducated, and

concerned with fashion.  Young
British men who visited Italy brought
back extravagant fashions, and
formed “Macaroni Clubs” in London,
named after the pasta popular in
Italy. They considered the colonial
Americans pretenders, sticking a
feather in their cap, and calling it
(fashionable). The

Americans turned the tables on the

“macaroni”

British, and adopted the song for
their own.

Jason Giaimo thanked the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter for
inviting them to play at their
meeting. He said his family came to
America through Ellis Island in the
1920’s, so he does not have any
Revolutionary War ancestors. If you
want more information on the
Young American Patriots Fife &

Drum Corps, visit their website at

www.YoungAmericanPatriots.com.

President Shurtz promised to send
SAR Certificates of Appreciation to
Jason, Jyothi and Rishab.
presented

He also
$250
donation to YAPs to support their

them with a

mission, which is more important
now than ever.

Registrar  Derek  Brown
introduced our new members,
applicants and guests. David King

was approved in December 2022,
and this was his first meeting.
Applicants Mike O’'Domey and Aaron
Olson were in attendance, as was
Claudine Feibusch, who is working
on applications for her grandsons.
Applicant Rawn Rhoades, who was
away on vacation, joined the
meeting via Zoom.

Registrar Brown noted that
the chapter now has 129 members,
with 15 new members approved last
year. He is currently working on 25
applications in various stages of
completion. The two pended
applications at National have now
been approved.

should be a couple more members

He said there

approved in the next few weeks. He
noted that the chapter has been
250th
Anniversary Medal, Flag Certificates,

presenting the SAR

and certificates to Eagle Scouts,
ROTC Cadets, and Naval Sea Cadets.

Registrar Brown presented
the SAR Membership Certificate to
new member Bill Blaylock, whose
patriot ancestor Benjamin Tutterton
(c. 1749-c.1835) served as a private
in the Dobs County Militia in North
Carolina.

Since the November 2022
chapter election meeting was
cancelled, the Thomas Jefferson

Chapter held elections for 2023

FEBRUARY 2025

FPage 3



chapter officers. The Nominating
Committee’s slate of officers for
2023 was as follows: President Dan
Shurtz, Vice President Glenn Martin,
Secretary / Treasurer Stephen

Renouf, Registrar Derek Brown,
Historian Tom Silva, and Chaplain
There

nominations from the floor, and the

Tom  Silva. were no
motion to elect the slate of officers
passed unanimously. VP North Don
Littlefield swore
Our

president thanked all the officers for
their
Treasurer William Rood, who has

in the chapter

officers. newly re-elected

support; especially former
served the chapter for many years.
President Shurtz announced
that the next meeting would be held
on February 18, 2023, at the Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord. The
CASSAR Annual Meeting will be held
in April 2023 at the Hilton Orange
County/Costa Mesa Hotel in Costa
Mesa — this was the hotel where the
California Society hosted the NSSAR
in 2019. All
members are encouraged to attend

Annual Congress

the meeting and represent the
chapter. If you are interested in
being a delegate, contact President
Shurtz.

turnout we had for the meeting —

He noted the tremendous

we were joined by many spouses
and guests.
momentum!
the benediction,
Shurtz

Let’s keep up the
Chaplain Vernagallo
and
the

delivered
President adjourned
meeting.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

February Meeting

/ | ‘he February Regular Meeting
will be held at the Old

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
Saturday, February 18, 2023, at

Noon.
not

For those compatriots

able to attend in person, we will
have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.

Our special guest will be
Chris Farris of Team River Runner.
He will speak on Team River Runner,
a program that provides all active
duty, veterans, and their families an
opportunity to find health, healing,
community purpose, and new
challenges through adventure and
adaptive paddle sports.

Compatriot Martin

will be presenting the America 250

Glenn

Minute, so those in the meeting will

earn points towards the SAR
America 250 Medal.
Please join us for an

entertaining presentation!

RIP Howard Nemir

N N 7e regret to announce that
Compatriot Howard Nemir

passed away on November 2, 2022.

Howard Francis Nemir was
born on December 29, 1935 in
Oakland, California, to Phillip Frank
Nemir and Mary Madelyn Shavor.
After graduating from Acalanes High
School in Lafayette, he earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree from UC
Berkeley, and a Masters Degree in
Educational Administration from San
Francisco State University.

Howard joined the US Navy,
serving as a navigator’s yeoman
uss
Franklin Roosevelt from 1960 to
1961.  After
Howard became a teacher for the

aboard the aircraft carrier

leaving the Navy,

San Ramon Valley Unified School
District. He became Principal of Neil

Armstrong School in 1976, and
became the district’s Early
Childhood Education Coordinator.
In 1979, he was named principal of
Alamo School, and was appointed
Director of Elementary Education for
the School District in 1985. He
continued in this post until his
retirement in 1995.

Howard’s interests included
musical classical

theater, music,

walking, reading, traveling,

crossword puzzles, and sports -
49ers  football

baseball games, and Cal basketball

games, Giants
games.

Howard was a descendant of
the Mayflower passenger Edward
Doty, and Civil War Veteran Edward
Shavor. Howard joined the Sons of
the American Revolution on January
9, 2015, on the service of his patriot
Samuel

York
Connecticut. Pvt. Samuel Doty was

ancestor, Private Doty,

serving in  New and
born in 1756 in Sharon, Connecticut;
married Ann Shepard around 1784;
and died in 1846 in Burtonville, New
York.

Our sincere condolences go

to his widow Claudia Nemir and her

family.
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Don Littlefield, Rishab Burli, Jyothi Vema, Jason Giaimo & President Dan Shurtz
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Don Littlefield swears in 2023 Chapter Officers Venagallo, Brown, Silva, Martin, and Shurtz
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President Dan Shurtz and New Member Bill Blaylock
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President Dan Shurtz presents the SAR Chapter Medal of Distinguished Service to Glenn Martin
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President Dan Shurtz presents the SAR Certificate of Appreciation to Heather for the Old Spaghetti Factory
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Actor James Woods is inducted into SAR at the Orange County Chapter Meeting in Fullerton, CA
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FEBRUARY 2023

REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, February 18, 2023

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA
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11:30AM—Pre-Meeting E.‘,,; K ‘.-:‘pa 8?‘}\ J = Noon to 2:30PM—NMeeting

Social

Chris Farris of Team River Runner. He will speak on Team River Runner, a program that provides
all active duty, veterans, and their families an opportunity to find health, healing, community

purpose, and new challenges through adventure and adaptive paddle sports. Come join us for a
great meeting!

Spaghetts with CMashroom Saace;
Sottuccine N fredo, Gicken SPammigiana, or Lasagrna
) per person

Deadline: 16 February 2023 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month

“If in the opinion of the people the dicttibution or
modification of the conctitutional powere be in any
particular wrong, let it be corrected by an amendment in
the way which the Conctitution decignatec. But let there be
no change by ucurpation; for though thig, in one ingtance,
may be the inetrument of good, it ic the customary weapon

by which free governmente are dectroyed.”

THOM 2: ,: IE: : : RSON — Precident George Wachingfon, Farewell Addrese, 1796.
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