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O ne of the privileges of being 

chapter president is receiving 

invitations to civic functions. I particularly 

enjoy the Annual Inspection and Awards 

Ceremony for the Naval Sea Cadets, 

where I present the SAR Bronze Good 

Citizenship Medal to an outstanding 

cadet.  

 On March 5, I was honored to 

attend the RADM Richard O’Kane Division 

ceremony in Benicia, where I presented 

the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal to an 

impressive young man, Petty Officer 2nd 

Class Nathaniel Attia.  I spent time after 

the ceremony talking with Nathaniel and 

his mother, who told me they have a 

patriot ancestor.  I encouraged Nathaniel 

to pursue membership in SAR and hope 

he will become a fellow compatriot 

someday.  Nathaniel will be attending 

Dartmouth in the fall.  

 I also attended the Annual 

Awards and Inspection for the Hancock 

Squadron and Training Ship Midway in 

Hayward in March.  Unfortunately, no 

cadet qualified for the Bronze Good 

Citizenship Medal in 2023; however, a 

previous recipient, Chief Petty Officer 

James Lu, participated in his final 

inspection before graduating high school. 

Chief Lu has received an appointment to 

the USMA at West Point, and has also 

been accepted to attend Harvard.  We 

wish all the Sea Cadets well on their 

journey to be the future leaders of our 

great nation.  

 At the March meeting, we were 

fortunate to have Major Sidney Jordan 

(USA Ret), to discuss his experiences 

during the Korean War.  The Tuskegee 

Airmen inspired Major Jordan to enter 

the service as a 17-year-old in 1947.  His 

stories on the chaos of the early days of 

the war were very compelling.  We are 

fortunate to have veterans, like Major 

Jordan, amongst us who are willing to 

share his experiences to inspire future 
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 could not attend due to the PG&E 

power failures around the Bay Area.  

Owens spoke on the first non-Indian 

settler of the area that became 

Chicago, Illinois – Jean Baptiste Point 

du Sable.  Little is known about his 

life prior to the 1770’s.  It is thought 

that he was born before 1750 in the 

French colony of Saint-Domingue 

(now Haiti) to parents of African 

descent.  In 1788, he married an 

American Indian woman named 

Kitihawa “Catherine” from the 

Potawatomi tribe in a Catholic 

ceremony in Cohokia in the 

Northwest Territory.  They were 

probably married earlier in an Indian 

ceremony in the 1770’s.  In 1779, he 

was a farmer and trader at the 

mouth of Trail Creek (now Michigan 

City, Indiana).  In August 1779, he 

was arrested by British troops for 

being suspected of being a Patriot, 

and was imprisoned at Fort 

Michilimackinac. In 1780, he was 

ordered transported to the St. Clair 

River north of Detroit.  While there, 

he managed a woodland tract 

owned by British officer Lt. Patrick 

Sinclair.  Point du Sable and his 

family lived in a cabin on the Pine 

River near today’s St. Clair, 

Michigan.  After the Revolutionary 

War, Point du Sable settled with his 

family on the north bank of the 

Chicago River near its mouth.  Thus, 

he became the first non-Indian 

permanent settler in what later 

became Chicago.  In 1800, he sold 

his farm in Chicago, and moved to 

San Carlos in Spanish Louisiana (now 

St. Charles, Missouri).  The Spanish 

governor commissioned him to 

operate a ferry across the Missouri 

River.  He went bankrupt in 1813, 

died destitute in 1818, and was 

generations in service to their 

country. 

 Due to a conflict with the 

CASSAR State meeting in Costa 

Mesa, our April meeting will not be 

on our usual third Saturday of the 

month but on the following 

weekend, April 22.  If you come 

across or know of a compelling 

speaker for our meetings, feel free 

to contact me or any of the other 

chapter officers with this 

information.  We are always on the 

lookout for compelling guest 

speakers.  

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held a regular 

meeting on Saturday, March 18, 

2023 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had 18 

members and guests in the meeting.  

In conjunction with the in-person 

meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting 

with Secretary Stephen Renouf, Jim 

Cleveland, Bill Fernow, Steve Main, 

Jeff Nibert, Tom McGinley (in 

Arizona), and Ward Williamson (in 

Germany). 

 President Shurtz introduced 

the several guests present: Past VPG 

Robert Ebert (SF Chapter); Applicant 

Matthew Hess; DAR members Kay 

Ernst, Pat Everette, and Margaret 

Kane; new members Todd and 

Taylor Wehmann, and guest speaker 

Maj. Sidney Jordan and his friend 

Capt. Fred Jaffin.      

 Past President Greg Owens 

read the SAR America 250 Minute 

prepared by VP Glenn Martin, who 
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buried in an unmarked grave in St. 

Charles Borromeo Cemetery – sadly 

his grave is lost to time.  Compatriot 

Martin’s America 250 Minutes are 

on his YouTube site.   

 Following lunch, President 

Shurtz asked Captain Fred Jaffin 

(USN-Ret) to introduce his friend 

Major Sidney T. Jordan, Sr. (USA-

Ret).  Major Jordan stated that he 

grew up in Panama City, in the 

Florida Panhandle.  At age 17, 

Jordan enlisted in the US Army in 

1947, and was sent to Fort Dix, New 

Jersey, for basic training.  After 

completing basic training, he was 

sent by train to the West Coast.  He 

remembered visiting Reno, Nevada, 

the “Biggest Little City in the World.”  

He finally arrived at Camp 

Stoneman, an Army troop staging 

area in Pittsburg, California.  He was 

told he would be sent to the US 

occupation zone in the south of the 

Korea Peninsula, and he had never 

even heard of Korea before.  He was 

transported by ferry from Camp 

Stoneman through the Golden Gate 

Bridge to Fort Mason.  He was then 

sent by ship to Korea, which took 14 

days.  When they reached Incheon, 

the ship anchored 3 miles from the 

port due to the muddy tidal flats.  

He climbed over the side of the ship 

with his baggage on a rope ladder 

down to a flat-bottomed boat to 

take him to the port.  Once in Korea, 

he was assigned to the 44th 

Transportation Corps.  No one in his 

group knew how to drive, and they 

were taught to drive trucks.   

 After World War II, the US 

and USSR divided the Japanese 

colony of Korea at the 38th parallel 

into two occupation zones.  The US 

and USSR could not agree on a plan 

truck drivers were killed by North 

Korean snipers.  Jordan said they 

had to make do with what they had, 

which was not enough to complete 

their mission.  In October 1950, 

American forces crossed the 38th 

parallel into North Korea.  As US 

forces approached the Yalu River at 

the border with the People’s 

Republic of China, Communist 

Chinese forces invaded Korea and 

pushed the US forces back towards 

the 38th parallel.  Jordan and the 

other soldiers were kept informed of 

developments by armed forces 

radio.  The US sent ammunition to 

the port of Pusan.  Jordan and the 

transportation corps would offload 

ammunition onto duck boats, and 

ferry them to shore, where they 

loaded the ammunition onto their 

trucks for transportation to the 

front.  The weather was bad, but the 

transportation corps worked 24/7 to 

get the ammunition loaded.   

 When his 18-months were 

up, Jordan was sent back to Japan.  

General MacArthur had authorized 

marriage to Japanese nationals if 

they could pass a military security 

check.  Jordan had 90 days leave in 

Japan.  He married a Japanese 

woman, and made arrangements to 

send her to the United States.  In 

December 1950, he and his wife 

were sent on a transport ship with 

other soldiers and brides to the 

United States.  They landed at the 

Oakland Army Base in California, and 

found there was no plan to deal with 

the brides.  They remained in 

Oakland while arrangements were 

made to send the Japanese brides to 

other states.  Since Jordan’s wife 

was two months pregnant, he sent 

her to his family in Florida – he had 

to reestablish a unified Korean state 

in their two occupation zones, so UN

-sponsored elections were only held 

in the US occupation zone.  Syngman 

Rhee was elected president of the 

Republic of Korea (the US 

occupation zone), and the USSR 

installed Kim Il-Sung as dictator of 

the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea (the USSR occupation zone).  

Both sides claimed sovereignty over 

the entire peninsula.  In 1949, the 

US occupation forces withdrew from 

South Korea, and the situation on 

the Korean peninsula deteriorated 

rapidly.   

 Since Jordan was at the 

beginning of his 18 months of 

service, he was sent to Japan to the 

Yokohama Motor Command.  Jordan 

enjoyed his time in Japan – they 

were permitted to socialize with the 

Japanese. 

 In June 1950, Soviet-backed 

North Korean forces invaded South 

Korea, and conquered 90% of South 

Korea.  The United Nations voted to 

intervene to restore the border at 

the 38th parallel; they sent US 

forces under General Douglas 

MacArthur, whose stated goal was 

to unify Korea under the Republic of 

Korea.  Jordan left Japan, and was 

sent to South Korea to reinforce US 

forces in Korea.  When he arrived at 

Incheon, there were no trucks, so 

the troops had to march from the 

port to the Army barracks.  They had 

no maps, and did not know where 

anything was located.  They finally 

were given a few trucks.  The first 

casualties occurred when a truck 

drove off a mountain, and a few 



three children born in Panama City. 

 Jordan played a role in the 

integration of the military.  In 1948, 

President Truman ordered the 

integration of the armed forces.  He 

said the soldiers learned to 

appreciate each other.  They did not 

see color, they just saw friends.   

 While serving in Okinawa, 

he did volunteer work for armed 

forces radio.  When he returned to 

the US, he enrolled in broadcast 

classes.  He took Public Relations 

Management at Monterey Peninsula 

College.  While serving as an Army 

captain, he was picked up by WBO 

as a reporter.  In 1966, he was an air 

traffic control officer in DaNang, Viet 

Nam.   

 In 1968, his last tour of duty 

was logistical planning officer in the 

First US Army at Fort Meade, 

Maryland.  In 1970, Jordan was 

going to be sent to Thailand, but he 

did not want to go.  He had enough 

time as an officer to retire, so he 

retired as an Army major.  He said 

he never regretted a day of his 

service in the Army.  If he had not 

served, he could not imagine what 

would have happened to him.  He 

showed his medal received from the 

President of South Korea, in 

appreciation for his service keeping 

South Korea free from Communist 

domination.  From 1970 to 1977, he 

was employed as operations 

manager for WBAL in Baltimore.  He 

moved to California, and got 

another job in broadcasting.  

President Dan Shurtz presented the 

SAR Certificate of Appreciation to 

Major Sidney Jordan for his 

interesting talk. 

 President Dan Shurtz 

inducted new members Todd 

congress will vote on a proposal to 

raise national society dues. 

 President Dan Shurtz 

presented the Bronze SAR America 

250 Medal to Secretary Stephen 

Renouf and Past President  Greg 

Owens.  Members attending chapter 

meetings with the SAR 250 Minute 

earn 3 points towards the medal:  

Bronze (25 points), Silver (60 points), 

and Gold (150 points).  Contact 

Derek Brown for more information.  

Reminder, you do not need to be a 

member of SAR to qualify for the 

medal. 

 President Shurtz read the 

benediction prepared by the absent  

Chaplain Bob Vernagallo, and 

adjourned the meeting.  

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he April Regular Meeting will 

be held at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord on Saturday, 

April 22, 2023, at Noon.   

 For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.   

 The meeting will feature 

Vice President General Derek J. 

Brown of the NSSAR Western 

District.  VPG Brown will discuss the 

highlights and results of the NSSAR 

Leadership Meeting in Louisville, the 

Annual CASSAR Meeting in Costa 

Mesa, the Nevada Society April 

Meeting, and the Hawaii Society 

April Meeting. 

 Compatriot Glenn Martin 

will be presenting the America 250 

Minute, so those in the meeting will 

earn points towards the SAR 

America 250 Medal. 

 Please join us for an 

entertaining presentation! 

Wehmann, and his son Taylor 

Wehmann.  They descend from 

patriot ancestor William Shepard 

(1732-1807), who paid for services 

in North Carolina.  Todd’s 

grandfather and great grandfather 

were members of the Sons of the 

American Revolution.  They tried to 

apply on their patriot ancestor, but 

the application was pended by 

National.  They switched to another 

ancestor, and were approved for 

membership. 

 Registrar Derek Brown 

spoke on the NSSAR Leadership 

Meeting in Louisville.  He said 31 

states (including California) had SAR 

America 250 Committees.  He noted 

the German pistol donated by the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter was on 

display at the SAR Museum.  Anyone 

interested in donating artifacts to 

the SAR Museum can contact 

Museum Board Chairman Kent 

Gregory.  The upcoming SAR Annual 

Congress will be held in Orlando, 

Florida, in July 2023.  Past California 

Society President John Dodd will be 

running for President General.  The 

President Shurtz Inducts New 
Members Todd Wehmann and his 

son Taylor Wehmann 

April Meeting 



The House of Jose de Galvez, Minister of the Indies, in Macharaviaya, Spain, taken by Compatriot Tom Silva 



W e regret to announce that 

Past Chapter President 

Andy Kauffman passed away on 

February 18, 2023 at age 70 in 

Martinez, California.  

 Andrew Hammond 

Kauffman III was born on July 9, 

1952 in St Louis, Missouri, and was 

the son of Andrew Hammond 

Kauffman II and Elizabeth Ellsworth 

Bissell.  His family moved from 

Missouri to California in 1955.  Andy 

graduated from Awalt High School in 

Mountain View, and he attended 

college at Foothill College in Los 

Altos, and College of the Redwoods 

in Eureka.   

(1739-1778) of Rehoboth, 

Massachusetts, a Minuteman who 

marched on the Alarm of April 19, 

1775. 

 Andy served the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter as President (2007

-2008), Vice President (2006), 

Director (2009-2011), and 

Membership Chairman (2005-2006).  

He was awarded the SAR Chapter 

Medal of Distinguished Service 

(2013), and the SAR Bronze Good 

Citizenship medal (2007, 2009) for 

his years of dedicated service to the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter. 

 Our sincere condolences go 

out to his widow Lowell, step 

children Colter and Shiloh, and his 

siblings Caroline, Sara, and George.  

 Andy served in the US Army.  

After his military service, Andy’s 

career took him to Boston, Chicago, 

and the San Francisco Bay Area.  He 

worked in multiple industries: selling 

insurance, auto repair supplies, 

home mortgages, telephone 

equipment, HVAC, and hearing aids.  

 Andy managed, founded and 

owned multiple businesses.  He was 

well-respected in the telecom 

industry, and ran AHK & Associates, 

a telecom consulting firm, for 20 

years.  Most recently, Andy owned 

and operated Loud & Clear Hearing 

Aids in Albany and Orinda, 

California.   

 Andy had a passion for 

genealogy, and worked tirelessly on 

his family history.  He always had a 

smile, and was a great storyteller.  

Andy Kauffman joined the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter, Sons of the 

American Revolution, on December 

24, 2004, on the service of his 

patriot ancestor Peter Slater (1760-

1831) of Massachusetts, an 

artilleryman in the Continental 

Army, who served in the Battle of  

Brandywine, and was at Valley Forge 

during the winter of 1777-1778.  

Andy filed a supplemental 

application on the service of his 

patriot ancestor, Sergeant Daniel Ide 

In Memoriam 

ANDREW HAMMOND KAUFFMAN III (1952-2023) 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

APRIL 2023 

Deadline: 20 April 2023 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$25 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, April 22, 2023 

 

Programme:  

Vice President General Derek J. Brown (NSSAR Western District).  VPG Brown will discuss the 
highlights and results of the NSSAR Leadership Meeting in Louisville, the Annual CASSAR Meeting in 
Costa Mesa, the Nevada Society April Meeting, and the Hawaii Society April Meeting.  Come join us 
for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“This sacred privilege is so essential to free government, 
that the security of property and the freedom of speech, 
always go together; and in those wretched countries where 
a man cannot call his tongue his own, he can scarce call 
any thing else his own. Whoever would overthrow the 
liberty of the nation, must begin by subduing the freedom 
of speech; a thing terrible to publick traitors.” 
                                                             — Cato, Letter 15.  
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