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M y Fellow Compatriots, May 

begins the Moms, Dads, and 

Grads season, and is the month of the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter’s final in-

person meeting before the summer 

break.   

 This year in May and June, we 

will be holding joint meetings with the 

DAR, and our fellow SAR compatriots 

from the San Francisco Chapter.   

 The Jose Maria Amador Chapter 

of the DAR will be hosting a celebration 

of their 50th anniversary on Saturday, 

May 13, at the Pleasant View Church of 

Christ in Pleasanton.  I and other board 

members will be attending.  This event 

will be an excellent opportunity to build a 

relationship between our chapter and the 

DAR as we approach our nation’s 250th 

founding in July 2026, and the 100th 

anniversary of the founding of the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter in October 

2025. 

 On June 10, 2023, the Thomas 

Jefferson and San Francisco Chapters will 

hold a joint meeting at Lara’s Fine Dining 

in Richmond.  We held a joint meeting 

with the San Francisco Chapter around 

the same date in the exact location last 

year.  Do not hesitate to contact me for 

more details if you want to attend any of 

these joint meetings.  

 This month’s speaker will be 

Steve Minniear, an author and social 

media  creator focusing on the history of 

the Bay Area.  His past presentation on 

Camp Parks was very well received.  He 

will be speaking at our May meeting on 

the history of the Alameda County 

Sheriffs from 1853 to 2000.  I hope to see 

you at noon on May 20 at The Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord .  

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

President’s Notes 
President Shurtz presents Bronze 250th Anniversary Medal to Greg Owens 



 to the Floridas.  After his family died 

in North Carolina, William returned 

to Philadelphia.  In 1773, he set 

forth on a 2400-mile trip through 

the southern British North American 

colonies, returning in 1777 to 

Philadelphia – the capital of an 

independent state.  He documented 

his exploration in his book, Travels 

Through North and South Carolina, 

Georgia, East & West Florida, the 

Cherokee Country, the Extensive 

Territories of the Muscogulges, or 

Creek Confederacy, and the Country 

of the Chactaw; Containing An 

Account of the Soil and Natural 

Productions of Those Regions, 

Together with Observations on the 

Manners of the Indians.  Because he 

delayed publishing his manuscript, 

some of his discoveries were 

attributed to other scientists.  He 

finally published his book in 1791, 

and it was well-received in the 

international literary and scientific 

community.  He became a noted 

member of American and 

International scientific societies.  He 

was one of the first writers to focus 

on a uniquely American theme.  

 Compatriot Martin’s 

America 250 Minutes are on his 

YouTube site for future reference – 

please visit and subscribe, so you do 

not miss any of his programs.   

 Following lunch, Past 

President Owens introduced Vice 

President General (Western District) 

Derek Brown, who gave a brief 

background on the chapter.  We 

were originally organized on 

October 6, 1925 as the Alameda 

County Chapter, and went inactive 

in the mid-1950’s.  On September 

11, 1957, the chapter was 

reorganized as the Oakland Chapter.  

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held a regular 

meeting on Saturday, April 22, 2023 

at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had 11 

members and guests in the meeting.  

In conjunction with the in-person 

meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting 

with Secretary Stephen Renouf, 

Steve Main, and Tom McGinley (in 

Arizona). 

 In the absence of President 

Dan Shurtz and Vice President Glenn 

Martin, Past President Greg Owens 

called the meeting to order.  We had 

several guests present: Past VPG 

Robert Ebert (SF Chapter), Past 

President Tim Ernst, Applicant Rawn 

Rhoades, DAR member Janet Brown, 

and guest speaker VPG Derek 

Brown.      

 Past President Greg Owens 

read the SAR America 250 Minute 

prepared by VP Glenn Martin, who 

was out of town.  Owens spoke on 

William Bartram, who set out on an 

exploratory expedition in 1773 – 250 

years ago!  Bartram was born in 

1739 near Philadelphia, PA.  He 

became an artist, and his skills were 

noticed by Benjamin Franklin.  After 

an apprenticeship with a 

Philadelphia merchant, he moved to 

his uncle’s plantation Ashwood on 

the Cape Fear River in North 

Carolina.  He opened a store, and in 

his spare time, he cataloged the 

flora and fauna of the region.  His 

father, John Bartram, was Royal 

Botanist to King George III.  Bartram 

accompanied his father on a mission 
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On September 1, 1992, the chapter 

was renamed the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter in recognition of the fact 

that the chapter represented 

Alameda and Contra Costa Counties, 

not just the City of Oakland.  VPG 

Brown said we should start planning 

for our 100th anniversary on 

October 6, 2025 – only 30 months 

away!   

 VPG Brown reported on the 

membership of the Sons of the 

American Revolution.  The SAR 

started the year with 33,723 

members.  The Western District has 

1804 members – 1616 in California, 

162 in Nevada, and 26 in Hawaii.  

Our chapter started the year with 

128 members, which is up 9 from 

last year.  Overall, the SAR has seen 

a net growth of 1%.  VPG Brown is 

on the NSSAR Membership 

Committee, which is tasked with 

growing the membership.  They are 

going to publish the 3-Rs Guide 

(Recruitment, Retention and 

Reinstatement) to assist members in 

growing the society.  They looked at 

the trend in drops in California, and 

found most of the drops are from 

“certificate members” (who join for 

the certificate, and then drop the 

following year), and members for 5-

6 years.  The more the member 

participates in meetings and 

programs, the longer they remain a 

member.  So, it is important to get 

new members involved and excited 

about the upcoming 250th 

anniversary of our great country.  

 The New Application 

Preparation Guide and the Updated 

Genealogy Policies Manual on the 

SAR website are good resources for 

applicants and members working on 

supplementals.  All members 

the Outstanding Chapter Award.  

The CASSAR Manual has been 

updated, and is on the CASSAR 

website.  California Senator Janet 

Nguyen, who represents Orange 

County, addressed the CASSAR 

Meeting on Senate Bill 6, to 

establish the California Commission 

on the United States 

Semiquincentennial.  She sponsored 

the bill in the California Senate to 

coordinate celebrations of the 250th 

Anniversary of the United States.  

She was born in Saigon in 1976 (one 

year after it fell to Communist 

forces), and came to the United 

States in 1981.  She is the first 

Vietnamese-American state senator 

in the United States, and was proud 

to author Senate Bill 6 in the 2023-

24 Regular Session. 

 The Nevada Society has two 

chapters: Battle Born Patriots (Reno) 

and Signers Chapter (Las Vegas).  

They held elections at the annual 

meeting, and won the Howard 

Horne Award (largest percentage of 

new George Washington Fellows), 

and the Walter Buchanan Meek 

Award (most new George 

Washington Fellows).  The Hawaii 

Society has one chapter on O‘ahu.  

They held elections, and presented 

26 JROTC/ROTC Awards.  The NSSAR 

Western District held a meeting 

immediately following the CASSAR 

Annual Meeting.  They nominated 

Rob Moore for Vice President 

General of the Western District for 

the 2023-24 year.  VPG Brown 

presented the Lydia Darragh Medal 

to Janet Brown. 

 VPG Brown spoke on the 

George Washington Endowment 

Fund (GWEF).  For a $1,000 tax-

deductible donation, an SAR 

working on supplemental 

applications should have chapter 

registrars review before being 

submitted to reduce problems – and 

reduce the time required to get 

supplementals approved.  There are 

online training videos for 

compatriots, registrars, and youth 

protection training on the SAR 

website.  The newly revised SAR 

DNA policy is on the website as well. 

VPG Brown spoke on the California 

Society, which currently has 24 

chapters: 11 in the North, and 13 in 

the South.   

 At the recent annual 

meeting, bylaws amendments were 

approved regarding ethics, and the 

duties of the state registrar and 

genealogist.  Elections were held, 

and the 2023-24 officers are: 

President Jim Klingler, Executive VP 

Don Littlefield, VP South John Ferris, 

VP North Randy Dhindsa, VP 

Membership Scott Whitman, 

Secretary Chris Cerillo, Treasurer 

Kevin Bidenkap, Registrar Terry 

Briggs, Chancellor Michael Hirman, 

Genealogist David Morrow, 

Historian Scott Brooks, Chaplain Rev. 

Scott Elliott, Surgeon Dr. Matthew 

Bowdish, Investment Funds Trustee 

John Dodd (2021-24), Investment 

Funds Trustee Dr. Kent Gregory 

(2022-25), Investment Funds Trustee 

Stephen Renouf (2023-26), and 

Immediate Past President Craig 

Anderson.  We are fortunate to have 

quite a few new names as officers.  

 The Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter was presented with the Col. 

Richard Locke Award (for highest 

growth) (with a check for $250), and 



member, spouse, 

child, grandchild, 

niece, or nephew 

becomes a George 

Washington Fellow, 

and receives a distinctive pin.  The 

GWEF is used for underfunded SAR 

programs.  He also noted that 

donations may be made to the SAR 

Education Center and Museum.  If 

you are interested in donating 

authentic period items to the 

museum, you may contact Museum 

Board Chairman Dr. Kent Gregory. 

 So far this year, the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter has three new 

members approved, and one 

application sent to NSSAR in April.  

The chapter has presented two 

Bronze Good Citizenship Medals to 

Naval Sea Cadets, and will soon be 

presenting ROTC/JROTC Medals.  

We have not yet presented any Flag 

or Eagle Scout Certificates.  The 

chapter has presented Bronze SAR 

America 250 Medals to Derek 

Brown, Janet Brown, Greg Owens 

and Stephen Renouf.  The California 

Society has presented the Silver SAR 

America 250 Medal to Derek Brown, 

Greg Owens, and Stephen Renouf.  

The National Society has present the 

Gold America 250 Medal to Derek 

Brown.  Be sure to keep track of 

your points, and submit the form to 

Derek Brown when you earn enough 

points for the bronze, silver and gold 

medals. 

 In July 2023, the SAR will 

hold their Annual Congress in 

Orlando, Florida.  Fellow Californian 

John Dodd of the Orange County 

Chapter is running for President 

General of the National Society.  

There will be a proposal at congress 

to raise NSSAR annual dues by $15 

chapter owns a uniform that could 

be adjusted for a volunteer.  We are 

always looking for suggestions of 

possible speakers for our meetings.  

Please help wherever you can.  The 

chapter can only thrive with 

volunteers.  VPG Brown presented 

SAR America 250 challenge coins to 

the members that attended the 

meeting.   

 Past President Owens 

announced that the next meeting 

would be held on May 20, 2023, at 

the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord.  Chaplain Bob Vernagallo 

gave the benediction, and the 

meeting was adjourned. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he May Regular Meeting will 

be held at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord on Saturday, 

May 20, 2023, at Noon.   

 For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.   

 The meeting will feature 

Steve Minniear, who spoke to the 

chapter previously on the History of 

Camp Parks in Dublin.  He will return 

to our chapter in May to speak on 

the History of the Alameda County 

Sheriffs from 1853 to 2000.  He will 

include the story of the sheriff who 

ended up being incarcerated in San 

Quentin Prison in the 1920’s.  Steve 

Minniear is currently working on a 

book on the topic. 

 Compatriot Glenn Martin 

will be presenting the America 250 

Minute, so those in the meeting will 

earn points towards the SAR 

America 250 Medal. 

 Please join us for an 

entertaining presentation! 

to $50.  The 148th CASSAR Fall 

Board of Managers Meeting will be 

held November 3-4 on the Queen 

Mary in Long Beach, California. 

 VPG Brown ended his 

presentation by asking compatriots 

what they would like to help the 

chapter with.  The chapter needs 

volunteers for officers, committee 

chairmen, youth contests, planning 

for the 100th anniversary meeting, 

and participating in patriotic events 

(Independence Day Parade, 

Memorial Day, Veterans Day, 

Wreaths Across America, etc.).  

Currently, we have three 

compatriots with Revolutionary War 

uniforms (Stephen Renouf, Jeff 

Nibert and Glenn Martin).  The 

May Meeting 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

MAY 2023 

Deadline: 18 May 2023 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$25 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 

 

Programme:  

Author Steve Minniear.  Steve Minniear, who spoke to the chapter previously on the History of 
Camp Parks in Dublin, will return to our chapter in May to speak on the History of the Alameda 
County Sheriffs from 1853 to 2000.  He will include the story of the sheriff who ended up being 
incarcerated in San Quentin Prison in the 1920’s.  Steve Minniear is currently working on a book on 
the topic.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 



Danny L. Shurtz 
President 

 

Glenn D. Martin 
Vice President 

 

Stephen R. Renouf 
Secretary/Treasurer 

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

MINUTEMAN 
Stephen R. Renouf, Editor 

16123 Paseo del Campo 

San Lorenzo, CA  94580-2311 

 

 

THOMAS JEFFERSON  

CHAPTER 
  

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“There is also this. I have behind me not only the splendid 
traditions and the annals of more than a thousand years 
but the living strength and majesty of the Commonwealth 
and Empire; of societies old and new; of lands and races 
different in history and origins but all, by God’s Will, 
united in spirit and in aim .” 
                                               — Queen Elizabeth II, 1953 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  https://www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman 


