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My Fellow Compatriots, | hope
you all had an enjoyable

time during the summer break.

During the break, | enjoyed

attending a few events as chapter
president. The most memorable of these
events was the 133rd Congress in
Orlando, Florida, where California’s own,
John Dodd, was installed as the President
General of the Sons of the American
Revolution. Derek Brown, Stephen
Renouf and their lovely spouses were
also in attendance.

Attending Congress was an
excellent opportunity to see the efforts to
make our society what it is and what we
stand for. There are many dedicated
compatriots whose names we never see
in newsletters, but serve diligently to
support our society and make it what it is.

| look forward to attending Congress in

il

SEPTEMBER 2023

Renoufs, Browns and Shurtzes with PG John Dodd and Karen Dodd

future years as often as | am able. One
does not need to be a chapter or state
officer to attend Congress — it is open to
all compatriots. | strongly recommend
those who can attend Congress to attend
one; you will not regret it.

Another benefit from attending
Congress was meeting chapter officers
from not just the 50 states, but from
other countries to discuss what works,
what doesn’t, and what challenges we
face. The one common theme is the
challenge to get compatriots to volunteer
to serve in chapter positions. The
Thomas Jefferson Chapter is no different.

As a chapter, we are fortunate to
have two former State Presidents and
Western District Vice Presidents General,
Derek Brown and Stephen Renouf, who
continue to serve this chapter in crucial
positions. We are fortunate to have

these compatriots continue to serve our
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Danny L. Shurtz, President
330 Pimlico Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94597-3676
(925) 586-1750
dshurtzSAR@gmail.com

Glenn D. Martin, Vice President
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Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
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gary@garybohannon.com
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The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

like other

chapter. But, society
chapters, we have roles that must
be filled.

We hold chapter elections in
November, and we are looking for
compatriots to step forward to help
this chapter and the society
continue to do what we do to
promote the ideals of the American
Revolution. Most positions are not
time-intensive but necessary to
fulfill our society’s ideals, and to
honor our patriot ancestors and
their sacrifices in establishing this
great nation.

If you wish to help our
society, please do not hesitate to
contact me or any chapter officer to
see how you can serve our chapter.

Our next meeting is on
Saturday, September 16th, at noon
at The Old Spaghetti

Concord.

Factory in
| look forward to seeing
you there.

— Dan Shurtz, President

Secretary’s Notes

Thomas Jefferson

he
TChapter held a regular&

meeting on Saturday, May 20, 2023
at the Old Spaghetti
Concord, California.

Factory in
We had 18
members and guests in the meeting,
and 5 members on a Zoom Meeting.

President Shurtz called the
meeting to order, and introduced
the guests present: Past VPG Robert
Ebert (San Francisco Chapter), Past
President Tim Ernst, Applicant Rawn
Rhoades, DAR
Brown and Pat Everette, and guest

members Janet

speaker Steve Minniear.
President Shurtz announced

that the prior weekend, he attended
the 50th anniversary celebration for
the Jose Maria Amador Chapter DAR
in Pleasanton, along with VP Glenn
Martin, Secretary Renouf, Registrar
Brown, and Past President Tim and
The Thomas Jefferson
100th
anniversary on October 6, 2025. We

Kay Ernst.
Chapter will have its
plan to have an event to honor the
milestone.

Following lunch, VP Glenn
Martin read the SAR America 250
Minute.
written by Benjamin Franklin on
May 6, 1773, to his
counterpart named Thomas Cushing

He spoke on a letter

English

about  Massachusetts  Governor
Hutchinson’s exchanges with the
colonists over independence. At the
time, Franklin was serving as the
representative of the governments
of Massachusetts, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Georgia to the
British Crown, and was working to
between the

repair  relations

Colonies and the Crown. Franklin
requested that Governor Hutchinson
be ordered to retract his ultimatum,
but the Colonial Secretary, Lord
stated that the

Assembly

Dartmouth,

Massachusetts would
have to retract their statement first,
which Franklin knew would never
Lord Dartmouth thought

independence was a

happen.
minority
opinion in the colonies, but Franklin
reminded him that the vote in the
Both
Franklin and Lord Dartmouth hoped

Assembly was unanimous.

Parliament would do nothing, as it
would only inflame the situation.

Martin
that the America 250 Program is of

Compatriot noted

major importance to the SAR, as

well as other organizations, in
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preparation for the 250th
Anniversary of July 4, 1776 in 2026,
and the Treaty of Paris (1783) in
2033. Please participate in activities
honoring the 250th Anniversary of
the United States, and accumulate
points for the SAR American 250
Medal (Bronze, Silver and Gold).

President Shurtz presented
VP Martin with the Bronze SAR
America 250 Medal. President
Shurtz presented the SAR Lydia
Darragh Medal to his wife, Erin
Wong. The medal recognizes the
assistance provided to the SAR
chapter president during his term in
office.

President Shurtz introduced
Steve Minniear, an author and
historian of the Dublin and Tri-Valley
area. He has been working on a
book about the history of the
Sheriff’s

Department that will be published in

Alameda County
2024. We are the first group to get
a preview of his work.

Steve Minniear has been
Sheriff’s
Department Archives behind the
Santa Rita Jail.
many photographs and documents

researching in  the
He has access to
in the archives, which he is using to

He noted that
Alameda County was formed in 1853

research his book.

from parts of Contra Costa County
and Santa Clara County. When it
was formed, Alameda County was
one of the most rural counties in
California. There were only a few
roads in the county, and some of the
old cities are gone now, such as
Daugherty and Elk Horn. The sheriff
is the chief law enforcement officer
for the county, and is elected by
residents of the county. He made
his money by taking a portion of the

taxes he collected from the county
The sheriff candidates
bought votes by promising to hire

residents.

people as deputies. Once in power,
the sheriff fired the
deputies and hired new ones.
He noted that
around the Santa Rita County Jail are

previous

streets

named after past sheriffs — Broder
Blvd., Madigan Road, Gleason Drive,
and Barnet Blvd. The first elected
sheriff was Andrew Broder, who
served from 1853-1857. At that
time, there were more towns and
sheep in the county than people.
Most of the sheriff’s time was spent
arresting cattle and sheep rustlers.
In 1853, someone broke into the
Alameda County Courthouse in the
town of Alvarado, broke into the
safe, and stole all the Alameda
County revenues. A judge asked
who was awake at that time, and
They
went to San Francisco, and were
preparing to get on a ship to depart
The judge sent Sheriff
Broder and a

identified two individuals.

the area.
deputy to San
Francisco, where they boarded the
ship. Before the ship left the Golden
Gate, they searched the ship, but
could not find the stolen funds. So,
they returned to Alvarado empty
handed. The judge decided that he
should probably search the crime
scene before looking for more
suspects. He speculated where the
thieves might hide some of the gold,
since it was too heavy to take all at
once. He searched under the
courthouse, and found some gold
coins that had fallen to the ground

when one of the bags broke.

Unfortunately, history is only as
good as the newspaper reports.
There was no report of suspects
being apprehended, so we will never
know if they caught the criminals or
not.

Sheriff Henry Nicholson
Morse, who served from 1863-1877,
focused on apprehending cattle
rustlers like Joaquin Murrieta in the
eastern part of Alameda County. He
was a ruthless self-promoter, and
told many stories about his exploits
— some may even be true. A book
was written about him entitled,
Lawman: Life and Times of Harry
Morse, 1835-1912. After serving as
sheriff, he
detective in San Francisco. In 1883,

became a private
he captured Charles E. Boles, aka
Black Bart.

In the 1950’s, there was a
report of a cow wandering around
Hayward. The sheriff went to
Hayward, and roped the cow. He
had a newspaper take a picture of
his roping the cow. The Alameda
County Sheriff's Mounted Posse
(ACSMP) still

volunteers on

exists — they are

horseback  who

represent the sheriff at public

events, such as parades, rodeos, and
sporting events.

The greatest loss of life in

the Alameda Sheriff’s

Department took place in July 1898.

County

A Chinese man murdered a fellow
Chinese, and fled to his jobsite — the
Western Fuse and Explosives
Company in the town of Melrose,
east of Fruitvale. He was cornered
in the gunpowder magazine, and a
standoff ensued. He threatened
that he would blow himself up,
rather than be arrested. After many
surrender

hours, he agreed to

SEPTEMBER 2023
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himself. As the sheriff’s deputies
approached him, he touched off
thousands of pounds of gunpowder,
blowing himself and the deputies to
pieces. Deputy Charles White,
Constable Gus Koch of Oakland
Township, Deputy J.J. Lerri, Deputy
George Woodsum of Berkeley, and
Deputy D.C. Cameron were killed, as
was a woman sleeping in a house
nearby, and the Chinese murderer.
Sheriff White had hired two of his
sons as deputies — his eldest son was
killed, and another son was seriously
wounded in the explosion.

Steve Minniear spends a lot
of time in the Sheriff's Archives.
When he comes home, he smells
like old books.
records of arrests and sentences,

There are paper

and pictures of criminals throughout
the decades. While searching, he
found a picture of the first sheriff’s
car, purchased in 1907, as well as
the second sheriff’s car from 1913.
Prior to this time, the sheriff and
deputies were on horseback.

Frank Barnet was sheriff
from 1906-1926, and at that time,
the Alameda County Jail in Oakland
was known as the “Barnet Hotel.”
When he was up for election in
1926, his opponent, Burton Becker,
ran on a platform of cleaning up
corruption in the sheriff’'s office.
Becker accused Barnet of murdering
Barnet’s mistress, and said he would
never face justice as he was sheriff.
The mistress was found dead in a
marsh. It turned out that she was
the mistress of about five senior
county politicians, and she was
blackmailing each one of them by
threatening to reveal them as the
father of her unborn child. One of

the blackmail victims may have

killed her, but there was no evidence
it was Sheriff Barnet.

Burton Becker was chief of
police of the town of Piedmont, and
a senior leader in the Ku Klux Klan.
His slander of Sheriff Barnet worked,
and he won the 1926 election for
sheriff.
sheriff,
racket for gambling and drugs in
1930, District
Attorney Earl Warren got Becker’s
Fred Smith,
evidence against Sheriff Becker, who

As soon as he became
he started a protection

Emeryville. In

bagman, to provide
was convicted and sent to San
Quentin Prison, where he met many
people who he had sent there as
sheriff. He eventually was released
from prison. In 1940, a columnist
from the Bay Area visited Wake
Island, and saw a man working on
building the airstrip who looked
familiar. He asked the man who he
was, and he said he was former
Sheriff Becker.
Minniear 1942

photo of sheriff’s deputies posing in

found a

a room filled with rifles, radios and
binoculars. It turns out they were
not the seized property of criminals,
but were the property of Japanese
and Japanese-Americans.  During
the War with Japan, they were
prohibited from owning items that
could threaten national security.
There may have been some mixed
feelings about taking items away
from non-criminals, but they
enforced the laws as they were
written.
Originally, the County of
Alameda was divided into townships

— Oakland, Alameda, Brooklyn, Eden,

Washington, Pleasanton, and
Murray Townships.
had a justice of the peace and a
constable elected by the township.
The office of constable was
abolished in the 1930s. In 1947, the
Sheriff’s Department established the
Aero  Squadron,

volunteers who used their planes to

Each township

consisting  of

assist the Sheriff’'s Department. The
Alameda Sheriff’'s  Air
Squadron still exists today.

In the late 1960’s, riots
broke out in Oakland and Berkeley,
and the Alameda County Sheriff’s
Department was asked to assist

County

Oakland and Berkeley restore order.
The normal sheriff uniforms could
be soiled or damaged by the rioters,
so Sheriff Madigan
purchase

needed to
quickly hundreds  of
overalls for the deputies to wear.
He found an apparel
Hayward with hundreds of powder

store in

blue overalls available for purchase.
The owner said he never thought he
would be able to sell them all. The
enemies in the movie Yellow
Submarine from 1968 were called
“Blue Meanies.” Due to the
unfortunate blue color of the
sheriff’'s overalls, the rioters called
the  sheriff’s “Blue
Meanies.” The sheriff's deputies
seized a sign from the protesters
that read,

Meanies), You are

deputies

“Alameda Cops (Blue
Sadistic
Psycopathic, Violent, Animals.” The
deputies signed their names to the
captured sign. It was ironic that the
students were

Berkeley college

unable to correctly spell
“Psychopathic.”
After  the

presentation, Derek Brown gave the

entertaining

Registrar’s Report. He sent a new
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application to Headquarters, and
has 4-5 to be sent next week. There
are about 30 more in various stages
of completion. Dan Shurtz passed
out SAR America 250 Pins to those
who did not have them. The next
meeting will be on September 16,
2023 at the Old Spaghetti Factory.
Shurtz
benediction for the absent chaplain,

President gave the
and adjourned the meeting.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

September Meeting

The September Regular
Meeting will be held at the
Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
Saturday, September 16, 2023, at
Noon. For those compatriots not
able to attend in person, we will
have a concurrent Zoom Meeting.
The meeting will feature
VPG Derek Brown, who will speak on
the 133rd Annual SAR Congress that
occurred in July 2023 in Orlando,
Florida.

decisions were made by the SAR

He will let us know what

Congress.
Martin
will be presenting the America 250

Compatriot Glenn
Minute, so those in the meeting will
earn points towards the SAR
America 250 Medal.

Please join us for an
entertaining presentation!

2024 Dues Notices

‘ | ‘he SAR Congress in Orlando,
Florida, voted to raise NSSAR

dues from $35 to $50. National has

operated at a loss for the past

The 2024 Dues
Notices will be going out soon, and

couple of years.

will reflect the new dues amount:
NSSAR S50, CASSAR $20, and
Thomas Jefferson Chapter $25.

regret to report the

N N 7e
passing of Compatriot Joel

McDaniel on March 11, 2023, after
an unexpected cancer diagnosis.

Joel Warren McDaniel was
born on July 4,1957 in Walnut Creek,
California. As a small child, he
believed that all the fireworks on the
4th were in honor of his birthday.
best

uncle, and a best friend. Growing up

Joel was the best brother,

he was a member of Clayton Valley
Boy Scout Troop 364, where he
became an Eagle Scout. Joel
graduated from Clayton Valley High
School, where he ran cross country
and track. After graduating from
high school, Joel briefly attended the
United States Merchant

Academy, before changing to Diablo

Marine

eMOTTaNT

and Cal State
Sacramento, where he earned a

Valley College

degree in Civil Engineering. Joel
lived in Clayton all his life, except for
the few vyears he spent at
Sacramento State. Joel obtained a
Professional Engineers License and
worked for the City of Pittsburg
Public Works department for over
30 years before retiring.

Joel enjoyed traveling,
fishing, art, and trips to Disney
World with his family.

keen since of humor which he often

Joel had a

used play pranks on his sister and
nieces. He once switched the coffee
in his sister’s coffee maker with Jell-
O for April Fool’'s Day. He was
interested in family genealogy, often
spending many hours on the
computer doing research.

He joined the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution in 2016 on the
service of his ancestor, Lt. Benjamin
(1738-1816) of  the

Connecticut Militia.

Adams
His mother,
Rhoda Mae Marcks McDaniel, was a
member of the DAR. He was also a
member of the Alameda Colony of
the Mayflower Society, and Clan
Donald, USA.

Joel is survived by his older
brother David (Irena), younger sister
Dana, nieces Katie and Amelia and
Our thoughts
and prayers go out to his family.

grandnephew Ethan.

SEPTEMBER 2023
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§ N Y e regret to announce that
Compatriot Nick Bowles

passed away on August 7, 2023, of

complications from COPD. Nick was
in the loving presence of his wife of
over forty vyears, Marilyn, his
daughter, Kathy, and his
granddaughter, Wendy.

Robert Nicholas Bowles was
born on December 11, 1936 in
Denver Colorado, the son of Charles
Harold Bowles and Leola Elzabeth
Hermes of Oklahoma. In 1939, Nick
moved with his family to Richmond,
California, where his father worked
as an engineer supporting the war

effort. Nick’s family were among

the earliest Kaiser healthcare
members.
Nick graduated from El

Cerrito High School in 1954, and
then attended the University of

His brilliant
in a freshman

California, Berkeley.
mind awakened
chemistry class taught by a Nobel
laureate, who managed a surprise
explosion during every class. In his
third year at Cal, Nick surveyed the
job market and decided to switch his
major from nuclear physics to
business. He graduated from UC
Berkeley in 1958.

Nick began his professional
career as an accountant with John F.
Forbes in San Francisco. He was the
youngest person in Forbes’ history
to make partner, and later headed
the firm’s Management Consulting
Practice. Nick finished his career at
K/P Companies as their Chief
Officer and principal

negotiator of sales and acquisitions.

Financial

Nick had many interests. He
was an outdoorsman who enjoyed
hunting, fishing, boating and scuba
diving. He even owned several
exotic pets, including his beloved
moray eel, Boris, as well as a pet
skunk. In retirement, Nick and
Marilyn became world travelers.
Nick was a great adventurer who
loved meeting new people and
experiencing new cultures. Nick had
the opportunity to travel to every
continent, over 150 countries, and

all fifty states.

Nick joined the Sons of the
American Revolution on March 23,
2018, on the service of his patriot
ancestor Gideon Bowles (1735-1799)
of Virginia, who provided supplies in
support of the American Revolution.
Gideon lived in Goochland County,
Virginia, and married Ann Hughes.

Nick regularly attended our
meetings to support the chapter,
and was awarded the SAR Flag
Certificate for properly and proudly
flying the American Flag in January
2019 by Chapter
Ernst.

President Tim

Nick lived a rich and full life,
and will be deeply missed and
lovingly remembered by his family
and his many friends. The family is
grateful for the care that Hospice
provided Nick. He is survived by
wife Marilyn and his daughter
Kathryn. Our sincere condolences
go out to his family. His passing is a
profound loss to our chapter.

The family is planning a
Celebration of Life ceremony for
Nick Bowles on Sunday, October 1,
2023, at The Bridges Golf Club at
9000 South Gale Ridge Road in San
Ramon, California. It was Nick’s
desire that the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter of SAR participate in his

final ceremony.
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Jose Maria Amador Chapter DAR 50th Anniversary Celebration—May 13, 2023
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Awards Chairman Brown presents SAR ROTC Medal to Andrew Ji, AFROTC in May 2023
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Past President Greg Owens participates in Memorial Day 2023

Page &

Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman



Pre

sident Dan Shurtz presents the SAR Lydia Darragh Medal to Erin Wong
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President Dan Shurtz presents the SAR America 250 Bronze Medal to VP Glenn Martin
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| National Society Minutemen at SAR Congress in Orlando, Florida |
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, September 16, 2023

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

B
e //": = -
i ’ PPN
E e O e ,
11:30AM—Pre~Meeting S ’g;)a%“‘e.\}\ 4 - Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social 2 N o 4

VPG Derek Brown of the SAR International District. VPG Derek Brown will discuss the 133rd
Annual SAR Congress that took place in Orlando, Florida in July 2023. He will also discuss the need
for chapter officers and chairmen to keep the chapter functioning. Come join us for a great
meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Sottuccine N fredo, Gicken Sammigiana, or Lasagrna
) per person

Deadline: 14 September 2023 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month

* It hae been obeerved . . . that a pure democracy, if it were
practicable, would be the most perfact government.
Experience hag proved, that no pogition in politice ic more
falee than thie. The ancient democraciee, in which the

people themeelvee deliberated, never pocceseed onhe feature
of good government. Their very character wae tyranny;

their figure deformity.”

THOMAS serem — Alexander Hamilton, 171€€
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