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My Fellow Compatriots, | hope

you all had a good holiday
season, and here’s to us all having a great
2024.

On December 16th, the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter and the Redwood
Empire Chapter participated in Wreaths
Across America at the Mountain
Cemetery in Sonoma, where they laid a
wreath at the gravesite of the only known
soldier or sailor of the Revolutionary War
to be buried in California, William Smith
(1768-1848). In 2023, Wreaths Across
America fell on a significant milestone in
US History and for us in the Sons of the
American Revolution, the 250th
anniversary of the Boston Tea Party.

The Boston Tea Party is one of
many events we will acknowledge over
the next ten years in our America 250
program. The SAR’s America 250 website

VP Martin, Mark & David Kashevaroff, Dennis Brimhall, and Pres. Shurtz

has a great deal of information on events
we will be highlighting over the next
decade; if you have not viewed the site to
see what you can do and how you can
earn medals for participation in America
250 events, you can view it at: https://
america250sar.org.

On January 20th, we will have our
first meeting of 2024, where we will
induct chapter officers for the coming
year. Randy Dhindsa, CASSAR Vice
President North, will be in attendance,
and swear in the newly elected chapter
officers.  This will also be my final
meeting as chapter president. It has
been an honor to serve as the president
of the Thomas Jefferson Chapter. |
appreciate your support and feedback
over the past two years. | trust you will
provide the same support to President-
Elect Glenn Martin over the coming year
that you have given me.




Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2023

Danny L. Shurtz, President
330 Pimlico Drive
Walnut Creek, CA 94597-3676
(925) 586-1750
dshurtzSAR@gmail.com

Glenn D. Martin, Vice President
530 Churchill Downs Court
Walnut Creek, CA 94597-3691
(925) 286-5666
Glenn.Martin.WC@gmail.com

Stephen R. Renouf, Secretary/Treasurer
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 397-1762
Secretary@TJSAR.org

Derek J. Brown, Registrar
PO Box 326
Clayton, CA 94517-0326
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Robert J. Vernagallo, Chaplain
(510) 918-5945
rvernagall@aol.com

Thomas E. Silva, Historian
(925) 708-9217
TESailor24@aol.com

R. Phil Stage, Sergeant at Arms
(925) 484-5491
Phil.Stage@sbcglobal.net

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Michael A. Wendorf, Essay Chairman
(925) 381-9837
Mike_Wendorf@yahoo.com

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Gregory D. Owens, Past President
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

Our special guest for January
will be Brendan Hurd, a US History
Walnut Creek
Intermediate School. Brendan has

teacher at

had a diverse career in teaching,
including spending time teaching in
Japan.
what he says about teaching US

| look forward to hearing

History in contemporary times.

Let me again wish you a
Happy New Year. | look forward to
seeing everyone at The Old
Spaghetti Factory on January 20th.

— Dan Shurtz, President

Secretary’s Notes

’ |‘he Thomas Jefferson /
Chapter held a regularA

meeting on Saturday, November 18,
2023 at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 24
members and guests in the meeting.

Concord, California.

In conjunction with the in-person
meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting
with 3 compatriots.

President Dan Shurtz called
the meeting to order, and
introduced the guest speaker, Dr.
James Armstead, and his friends Dr.
Baker and Dr. Ulbrich.

President Shurtz

three new chapter compatriots, with

inducted

the assistance of VP Glenn Martin.
Mark Jack Kashevaroff and his son
David Mark Kashevaroff are
descendants of John Fay (1734-
1777),
Massachusetts.

a native of Lambstown,
He served as a
sergeant in Vermont, and as a
private under Captain Elijah Dewey
and Colonel Moses Robinson in
Vermont. John Fay was killed in the

Battle of Bennington in 1777.

Dennis J. Brimhall is a descendant of
(1758-1839), a
native of Abington, Massachusetts.

Sylvanus Brimhall

Sylvanus Brimhall served as a private

in Captain Thomas Mayhew’s
Company, Plymouth, Massachusetts,
from 1775-1779. He died in 1839 in
Hardwick, Massachusetts.

lunch, Pat
54th
World War Il interviewee, Marine Lt.
Col. John Hampton (1907-2010), the
co-founder (with Maj. William
Hendricks) of Toys for Tots. Pat

interviewed him in 2007 when he

Following
Everette spoke about her

was 100 years old. Following World
War Il, Hampton and Hendricks were
stationed at the Marine Reserve
Training Center in Los Angeles. They
saw homeless children looking at
Christmas decorations and toys.
They came back later and handed
They

created a program of placing bins for

out gifts to the children.

toy collection outside of Warner
which
evolved into Toys for Tots. Pat
attended his 103rd birthday in May
2010, and he died on July 4th — the
same day as Presidents Adams and

Brothers movie theaters,

Jefferson. He said that the Toys for
Tots bins were his legacy.

President Shurtz called upon
VP Glenn Martin to give the America
250 Minute. Glenn Martin discussed
events in November 1773. The
British were aware of colonial
resistance to the Tea Act of May
1773 in North America. They
believed that would

subside if they delivered East India

resistance

Company tea to the colonies, and
sold it at a low price (compared with
expensive smuggled tea). Colonial
leaders knew where the tea ships

would arrive, and they coordinated
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action to prevent the offloading of
the tea.
arrived at the port of Boston with a

The vessel Dartmouth

cargo of 114 chests of British East
India Company tea on November 28,
1773. The following day, the Boston
Committee of Correspondence and
the Sons of Liberty organized a
meeting at Faneuil Hall to discuss
their

Adams.

response, led by Samuel

There were about 6,000
people gathered, so they had to
move the meeting to the larger Old
South which
became the central meeting location

Meeting  House,

for the Patriots. The meeting
became known as “The Body of the
People,” and Samuel Adams
resolved that “the tea shall not only
be sent back but that no duty shall
be paid thereon.” They decided to
have 25 Sons of Liberty guard
Griffin’s Wharf to prevent the tea
from being unloaded from the
Dartmouth. Next month, VP Martin
will continue with the Boston Tea
Party. He urged all compatriots to
track their points for the America
250 Medal.

President Shurtz introduced
our guest speaker, Dr. James
Armstead. He served in the US Army
JAG, Civil Affairs,

Operations and |G positions, and

in  Armor,

served as a special staff assistant for
legislative affairs to the Secretary of

the Army. He received a JD degree

from De Paul University in 1975, and
a PhD degree
analysis

in  public policy
from Pacific Western
University. He also holds an
advanced certificate in International
Law from the Instituto Superiore
Internazionale di Scienze Criminali
in Siracusa, Italy, and is the recipient
of 3 honorary doctorates. For over
40 vyears, he was a professor of
Strategy and International Law at
the US Naval War College.

frequent lecturer and consultant on

He is a

international legal matters.

Dr. Armstead began by
noting the Chinese saying, “may you
He said
the United States has been living in

live in interesting times.”

interesting times for the last 100
years. We have become the richest
nation on Earth, with the largest
military since 1945. We have been
in the middle of world events. The
US entered World War | at the end
of the war, and tipped the balance
to the Allies to win the war. The US
1941 to enter
World War Il, again helping the
Allies
Churchill is reported to have said,

also waited until

win the war. Winston
“You can always count on Americans
to do the right thing — after they
have tried everything else.”

He began by discussing the
war in Ukraine, of which about 17%
is currently being occupied by
With the 2024 US
quickly

Russian forces.
elections approaching,
people have been asking if the US is
getting its money’s worth out of the
$75 billion spent in the last two
years helping to defend Ukraine. Dr.

Armstead was a Fulbright Professor

in 2016. He said
corruption is a way of life in that

to Ukraine

region from the time of the Tsars
until now; bribes are needed to
make things work. Despite the
corruption, he believes Ukraine has
done very well with the money and
arms we have been providing: they
have killed 314,000 Russian troops,

and have destroyed 10,000 armored

personnel carriers, 5,000k tanks,
7,000 artillery pieces, 5,000
unmanned vehicles, 800 missile

artillery batteries, 500 anti-aircraft
1,000 helicopters, 300
planes, and 22

systems,
fighter
(including two large cruisers and a

ships

submarine).

At the start of the war,
Russia invaded with 3 armies from
Russia in the east, and 2 armies from
Belarus in the north, and they
quickly occupied 40% of the country.
Many experienced analysts
(including Dr. Armstead) believed
that Ukraine could only hold out for
two weeks to three months before
being defeated by Russia.  This
brought the European countries
together to oppose the Russian
invasion of a European country.

Dr. Armstead noted that
after the fall of the Soviet Union,
many people believed that there
would be a peace dividend as the US
would not need to spend as much
money on defense. He said that he
did not see how that was possible,
as the same people running the
Soviet Union were running Russia,
and they still had the same goals of
world conquest. Russia still had % of
the Soviet nuclear stockpile, and
they soon had all of it. In 1994, the
United States, the United Kingdom,

and Russia signed the Budapest
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Memorandum, where Ukraine,
Kazakhstan and Belarus surrendered
all their nuclear weapons to Russia,
and in return, the US, UK, Germany
their

borders. This was a blunder by

and Russia  guaranteed
Ukraine, as in 2014, Russian forces
invaded and occupied Crimea, which
was in violation of the Budapest
Memorandum, and the US and UK
failed to protect Ukraine’s territorial
integrity as they had agreed to do.
People ask why President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy does not talk to the
Russians and work out a deal. Well,
they had a deal, the Russians
violated it, and the West failed in
their obligation to protect Ukraine’s
Dr. Armstead stated that
history has confirmed his belief that

borders.

the Cold War has continued since
the fall of the Soviet Union, and all
those who proclaimed a peace
dividend were dead wrong. In 2005,
Putin
stated that the collapse of the Soviet

Russian President Vladimir

Union was the greatest geopolitical
tragedy of the 20th Century. His
goal is to restore the Soviet Union,
and its domination over eastern

Europe.

Currently, 17% of Ukraine is
occupied by 300,000 Russian
soldiers, which means that the

Ukrainians have killed over half
(314,000) of the total number of
troops committed to the invasion of
Ukraine. Much of the weapons the
US has provided to Ukraine are
obsolete. The Marine Corps
provided 61 M-1 Tanks, which they
were going to eliminate anyway.
The 155mm shells that we are
providing to Ukraine are older shells;
the TNT in the shells degrades, so
they would eventually need to be

replaced. The threat of the Russian
invasion of Ukraine brought the
European countries together out of
self-interest.  Helping Ukraine is
eliminating Russian troops and
weapons that they might have to
face in the future.

Dr. Armstead then switched
to the war in Israel. On October 7,
2023, about 1,200 Iranian-backed
Hamas fighters invaded Israel from
the Gaza Strip. They murdered
1,400 civilians, and kidnapped 200
people in the areas bordering Gaza,
committing war crimes in violation
of International Law. This invasion,
which in some ways was worse than
the Ukraine invasion, did not bring
European countries together, but
instead has divided European and
American opinion. Externally, this is
a violation of the rules-based order
established in 1945, and internally,
this has stirred up anti-Jewish and
anti-Palestinian feelings in the US,
which is a problem that we have to
deal with. He noted that the
previous night there was a pro-
Palestinian rally in Washington, DC
that turned violent, and there have
been many anti-Jewish attacks
recently.

Since the Hamas attack,
400,000 Israelis have been called up
to active military duty. The Gaza
Strip is five miles wide and thirty-
three miles long. Initially, the Israeli
Defense Force (IDF) responded with
artillery fire, and three days later
they began airstrikes. The problem
they face is how to get the 15-
20,000 Hamas fighters in one of the

most densely populated regions,

with 2.2 million people living on a
small strip of land. Northern Gaza
and Gaza City are the most densely
populated urban areas in the world.
Israel has International Law on their
side — the right of a state to protect
itself goes back to the Code of
Hammurabi 3,750 years ago through
The Hague Convention (how we
fight
Conventions

wars) and the Geneva

(how we treat
prisoners of war). The targeting of
civilians is expressly prohibited by
these rules.  The Israelis have
110,000 troops around Gaza, and
the balance of their forces are
needed to protect the West Bank
(Judea

Lebanese border.

and Samaria) and the
The southern
third of Lebanon is controlled by
Iranian-backed Hezbollah fighters.
The Israelis have backed off their
initial stance, and have allowed daily
4-hour
deliver humanitarian aid to Gaza.

Dr. Armstead said he
believes Israel needs to invade Gaza.

humanitarian pauses to

They need a traditional ground
offensive rather than just bombing
from the air. They need to perform
detailed, surgical strikes on Hamas
headquarters and weapons
stockpiles (which are in hospitals
and schools). This will kill a large
number of civilians in the densely-
populated urban areas, as well as
result in many Israeli soldiers being
killed. The area needs to be sealed
off, and then fighting needs to take
place in the pockets offering
resistance or firing missiles at Israel,
as opposed to a massive assault
destroying everything in its path.
Article 51 of the UN Charter
makes self-defense an absolute

right. With the Hamas attack, Israel
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has an absolute right to defend
itself. However, it does not have the
right to kill every Palestinian that
gets in the way of the IDF hunting
down the Hamas fighters, which is
the problem that they are dealing
with.
secretly trying to get the Israelis to

The US administration is

accept a cease-fire as part of a

future political solution. Dr.
Armstead said that wars are not
won on the battlefield, but in the
subsequent political settlements.
Dr. Armstead thinks the solution is
for the Israelis to take northern Gaza
and Gaza City, and use surgical
eliminate  Hamas.
should be

internationalized, with the UN or

strikes  to
Southern Gaza
NATO providing a force to address
the administrative and security
issues. There are 1.5 million people

living in Gaza City, and about 20% of

the city has been destroyed -
creating shortages of housing,
water, and sewage treatment.

Without fresh water and sewage

treatment, diseases run rampant

and kill many people. The Israelis
cannot supply these systems. The
US spent $3 trillion to occupy hostile
areas in Afghanistan and Iraq and
provide infrastructure over 2
decades,

transform them

and was not able to
into democratic
societies. Some say it is impossible
for outsiders to transform a region,
but Dr. Armstead said that is not
necessarily true. After World War I,
the United States occupied Nazi
Germany and Imperial Japan. We
beat them in war, but we really won
the peace with what we did after
the war. We spent $12 trillion from
1945 to 1965 with NATO and the

Marshall Plan, which restored the

economy that was shattered by the
war. Without a functioning
economy where people are able to
take care of themselves, you will not
get them to be democratic. In
Europe and Japan, we spent a lot of
money, and spent  decades
occupying the countries to get them
to the point where they are now
prosperous and

countries in the world.

responsible

The Pax

Americana following World War I
kept the world free and safe.

Dr. Armstead defined what

makes a under

nation state

International Law: 1. Having an
identifiable population, 2. Having a

defined, geographic area, and 3.

Having a hierarchical structure
(monarchy, republic, dictatorship,
etc.) that agrees to follow
International Law. Hamas is

unwilling to do any of the three
criteria to be a nation state. They
came to power illegally in the 2006
elections — they threatened people
to vote for them. As an
international election observer in
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Ukraine and
Kyrgyzstan, Dr. Armstead is very
familiar with crooked elections.
Once in power in Gaza, Hamas did
not create a realistic administration.
Since their “victory” Hamas has not
allowed new elections. They won,
and they will not risk new elections
in the future. The Hamas terrorist
army is not just sent against Israelis,
but they send it around the world to
commit acts of violence.
International Law defines
what is acceptable and not

acceptable in war. A belligerent

must have sufficient force to protect
POWs their
authority, must have an objective in

and civilians under
the war, must have a military
necessity to attack, and must only
use the force necessary to achieve
the military goal. Among the items
prohibited are aerial bombing of
civilians, Naval bombardment of
urban areas with no defense, and
In World War I,

the bombs were not precise, so

carpet bombing.

carpet bombing was acceptable, as

in Dresden and Tokyo. Now
intelligent bombs have 98%
accuracy, so carpet bombing is now
prohibited. Prisoners of war must

be treated as if they were your own
soldiers — they have to be housed,
clothed and fed properly. Civilians
may not be targeted or abused.
They may be killed as collateral
damage, as long as only enough
force to achieve the military goal is
used.

A member asked if Hamas
was coordinating with Russia and
other enemies against us. Dr.
Armstead said that it was unlikely
that our enemies are coordinating
their but they do pay
attention to what is happening in

attacks,

the world, and use events for their
own advantage. They have allies,
but no permanent friends. Another
member asked when the US pays to
rebuild Gaza after this war, how do
we prevent the Gazans from using
the money to build more tunnels
and buy more weapons like the last
time we paid to rebuild them. Dr.
Armstead stated that the Egyptians
and Jordanians are not going to take
refugees from Gaza. Egypt has the
Muslim Brotherhood to deal with,

and they do not want Hamas to help

JANUARY 2024
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them overthrow the government.

Similarly, Jordan accepted
Palestinian refugees in 1967, and
those refugees tried to topple the
monarchy, so they do not want to
So he thinks the
UN will have to occupy Southern
with
investigators allowed in to pursue

accept refugees.

Gaza, Israeli police and
Hamas fighters. He said they should
flood the tunnels with salt water
from the Mediterranean Sea rather
than send troops in to be killed.
Regarding the hostages, Israel has
been negotiating to release a few
hostages for fuel. They can keep
doing that, and maybe release some
non-violent Palestinians from jail in
Israel, and trade them for hostages.
But that is a long, slow process, and
the Israelis are unlikely to wait while

their hostages are suffering under

the brutality of their captors.
President  Shurtz thanked Dr.
Armstead for his timely and

informative presentation on the
wars in Ukraine and Israel.

Derek Brown gave the
registrar’s report. He noted that we
have had 14

approved in 2023, and we have one

new members

more at National
approved this year.
on about 25 applications in various

that may be
He is working

stages of preparation. In the last 5
years, our chapter has had 30 drops.
He attempted to contact the
dropped members, and he has had
10 responses — and only 2 have
declined to renew membership or
transfer to another state/chapter.
He is still trying to contact the
remaining 20. He encouraged every
member to bring in one new
member to the SAR. In that way, we

could double our membership. He

mentioned that the 149th Annual
CASSAR Meeting will be held on
25-27, 2024 in
Burlingame at the Hyatt Regency
SFO. The meeting is
subsidized by the Sacramento
and CASSAR to keep
registration and hotel costs low. |If

April nearby

being

Chapter

you have not been to a state
meeting before, this is your golden
opportunity. Hotel registration is
open now, and you should reserve
quickly.
CASSAR
President Janet Brown encouraged
SAR spouses to join the CASSAR

Ladies Auxiliary. They raise funds to

Ladies  Auxiliary

support our programs, and donated
$40k when CASSAR hosted the 2019
Annual Congress in Costa Mesa. The
only $25 per
membership

cost is year -—
is open to women
related by marriage or bloodline to
SAR Compatriots in good standing,
or members deceased while in good
standing. Registrar Derek Brown
conducted the no-donation raffle,
and a member won an SAR America
250 Boston Tea Party t-shirt.

President Dan Shurtz
presented the slate of officers for
2024

committee: President Glenn Martin,

from  the nominating
VP no candidate, Secretary Stephen
Renouf, Treasurer Stephen Renouf,
Registrar Derek Brown, Chaplain
Robert Vernagallo, Historian Tom
Silva, and Immediate Past President
Dan Shurtz. There

nominations from the floor.

were no
Glenn
Martin made a motion (seconded by
Greg Owens) to elect the slate of
officers as presented, which passed

unanimously. The officers will be
installed at the January 2024
chapter annual meeting.

We are still looking for a vice
president. If you are interested in
honoring the sacrifices of your
patriot ancestor and keeping the
chapter vibrant, please contact
President Shurtz. President Shurtz
then adjourned the meeting, and
delivered the recessional prepared
by the absent chaplain.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

The January Annual Meeting
will be held at the OId
Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
January 20, 2024, at
For those compatriots not

Saturday,
Noon.
able to attend in person, we will
have a concurrent Zoom Meeting
available.

The meeting will feature
Brendan Hurd, a teacher of 8th
Grade US History and Cartooning at
Walnut Creek Intermediate School
(wcCl). Brendan Hurd graduated
from CSU Chico with a BA in Liberal
Studies,
Subject Credential with supplements

and earned a Multiple

in Social Studies and Language Arts.
Brendan was hired at WCI in 1999.
He has also worked with the
California History Project at UC
Berkeley as a presenter and teacher
coach. He was the 2010 Teacher of
the Year at his school and his
district.

Brendan Hurd will discuss
the California state guidelines for
educating students on the American
Revolution, and how he personally
fulfills those requirements in his
classroom. Please join us for an

entertaining presentation!
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TJ Secretary Renouf and RE President Bill Nay display Redwood Empire Charter & Congressional Resolution
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JANUARY 2024

OFFICER INSTALLATION MEETING
Saturday, January 20, 2024

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

)

e ALY
s‘:}\, :

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 5
Social

| Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Brendan Hurd, Teacher of 8th Grade History at Walnut Creek Intermediate School.
A | Brendan Hurd graduated from CSU, Chico with a BA in Liberal Studies, and earned a
¥ | Multiple Subject Credential with supplements in Social Studies and Language Arts. He

pr.| will discuss California State Guidelines for teaching the American Revolution, and how he
& | fulfils those requirements in his classroom. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Settuccine N fredo, Giicken Lamigiana, ov Lasagna
) per person

Deadline: 17 January 2024 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month

* Public money ought to be touched with the most
cerupuloue congcientiougnese of honor. It ie not the
produce of riches only, but of the hard earninge of Iabor
and poverty. It ic drawn even from the bitternece of want

and micery. Not a beggar pacces, or pericheg in the
ctreete, whoee mite ie not in that maee.”

— Thomae Paine, The Righte of Man (1791).
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