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M y Fellow Compatriots, it is 

hard to believe we are 

already into October; the months seem 

to fly by.  This October, the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter celebrates 99 years as 

a chapter.  This accomplishment would 

not have been possible without your 

continued support and all the 

compatriots who came before us. 

 We are thrilled to announce that 

we plan a grand 100th celebration next 

year to mark this significant milestone.  

The board has approved a tentative plan 

for this celebration, and we look forward 

to sharing it with you.  In the coming 

weeks, we will send out an email with 

more information on these plans, seek 

your feedback on your interest level in 

attending such an event, and what you 

would like to see us as a chapter do to 

mark this momentous occasion.  Please 

keep an eye out for more information on 

a TJ 100 celebration. 

 At the September meeting, we 

had the pleasure of hosting the current 

state president, Don Littlefield, and the 

state executive vice president, John 

Ferris.  Don Littlefield is from the 

Sacramento Chapter (and is a dual 

member of Thomas Jefferson Chapter) 

and has attended several of our past 

meetings.  John Ferris, who is from the 

Orange County Chapter, made a much 

longer trip to visit us.  It is not often that 

state officers from Southern California 

attend one of our meetings.  We are 

happy that Don Littlefield and John Ferris 

took the time and effort to visit us. 

 We have two more meetings for 

the current chapter term, and it is time to 

begin planning for the 2025 term.  Your 

involvement is crucial to our operations 

as we celebrate 100 years as a chapter, 
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 VPG and past CASSAR President, and 

a member of San Francisco Chapter), 

Derek Brown (past VPG, past 

inspector general, past chapter and 

state president, and chapter 

registrar), Stephen Renouf (past 

VPG, past CASSAR president, 

CASSAR Invested Funds Trustee 

chairman, and chapter secretary/

treasurer), DAR members (Janet 

Brown, Kay Ernst, Pat Everette, Staci 

Kendrick, Maggie Kane, and Jill 

Zollinger), Tim Ernst (past 

president), and new members Rawn 

Rhoades, Tim Willock, Justin Willock, 

and L A Wood. 

 President Shurtz inducted 

the four new members, and 

Registrar Brown presented the 

certificates and rosettes.  Tim 

Willock and his son Justin Willock 

descend from patriot ancestor 

Nathan Putnam (1730-1813) of 

Massachusetts, who was a member 

of the Committee of 

Correspondence, Inspection and 

Safety.  L A Wood descends from 

Samuel Harrington (1761-1841) of 

Massachusetts, who served as a 

private in Capt. Whipple’s Company, 

Col. Stearn’s Regiment of 

Massachusetts Militia.  Harrington’s 

widow Anna received a pension for 

her husband’s service.  Rawn 

Rhoades descends from James 

Morgan (1748-1840), who served as 

a private in Capt. Brenton’s 

Company, Col. Evens’ Regiment of 

Virginia militia, and as a private in 

Capt. Mason’s Company, Col. 

Brodhead’s Regiment of 

Pennsylvania Militia.  Morgan 

received a pension for his service. 

 Registrar Derek Brown 

presented the George Washington 

Fellow certificate and pin to Rawn 

and lay the groundwork for the next 

100 years.  We are looking for 

dedicated volunteers to fill various 

positions within our chapter.  

Therefore, I am asking you to please 

reach out to me or any board 

member to see how you may serve 

your chapter.  Your contribution is 

invaluable and greatly appreciated.  

 For the October meeting, 

our special guest will be Lt. Colonel 

Barry Morris, USAF (Ret.).  Col. 

Morris is the JROTC instructor at 

Heritage High School in Brentwood.  

In 2023, Heritage High School 

named Col. Morris the Teacher of 

the Year, and the United States Air 

Force named him Outstanding 

JROTC Instructor.  Colonel Morris 

will discuss how he uses his Air Force 

experience to instruct and train the 

next generation of leaders.  

 The October meeting will be 

at noon on October 19, at The Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord.  I look 

forward to seeing you there!  

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its regular 

monthly meeting on Saturday, 

September 21, 2024, at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.  We had 28 members and 

guests in the meeting, and three on 

Zoom.   

 President Dan Shurtz called 

the meeting to order, and 

introduced our guests: CASSAR 

President Don Littlefield, CASSAR 

Executive Vice President John Ferris 

and his wife Liz, Robert Ebert (past 
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Rhoades.  Compatriots and spouses 

who donate $1,000 to the George 

Washington Endowment Fund 

become George Washington 

Fellows.  The Income from the GWEF 

is used to fund SAR programs. 

 Following lunch, CASSAR 

President Littlefield spoke about the 

upcoming CASSAR Board of 

Managers Meeting in Bakersfield on 

October 25 to 26.  The meeting will 

be at the Doubletree by Hilton in 

Bakersfield, which offers a low $129 

room rate.  The meeting registration 

is also low at $250 – which covers 

the cost of two lunches and an 

evening banquet.  The optional 

Friday night dinner is limited to 54 

people, and will be held in the wine 

cave of Frugatti’s Restaurant.  He 

encouraged all compatriots to 

attend a state meeting, and meet 

compatriots from around the state 

and the country.  President 

Littlefield noted that he and 

President Shurtz attended the burial 

of PFC Marcus A. Engresser in 

Vallejo.  Engresser enlisted at age 17 

in the US Army, and was stationed 

with the 31st Infantry Regiment in 

the Philippines.  After the Japanese 

invaded the Philippines, he was 

taken captive after the fall of 

Corregidor in May 1942.  He 

survived the Bataan Death March, 

and was imprisoned at the 

Cabanatuan POW Camp.  He was 

one of the more than 2,500 POWs 

who died in the brutal death camp, 

and he was buried in September 

1942 in Common Grave 707 at the 

camp.  After the war, the US 

exhumed the remains in the 

common grave, and relocated them 

to a temporary mausoleum in 

Manila to be identified.  Only nine 

programs.  You earn 3 points for 

every chapter meeting you attend 

with an America 250 minute.  He 

noted that we all know about the 

major events of the American 

Revolution, but it is good to hear 

them again, so it becomes part of 

our DNA as Americans.  There are 

also lesser-known details that we 

can learn or re-learn from these 

programs.  For the chapter’s 

America 250 Minute, Chairman 

Ferris read from one of PG Jack 

Manning’s daily history e-mails.  On 

September 17, 1777, the US 

Constitution was adopted to replace 

the ineffective Articles of 

Confederation and Perpetual Union 

as the blueprint for the national 

government.  It is the oldest active 

written constitution in the world, 

and Americans should be proud of 

that fact.  The Articles of 

Confederation were too weak – only 

granting the national government 

power over trade, foreign affairs, 

and war, but not granting it the 

power to enforce those powers 

against unwilling state governments.  

Chairman Ferris concluded by noting 

that the SAR faces two problems – a 

lack of recognition of the SAR among 

the general public, and a lack of 

participation by members within the 

organization.  The SAR has an 

opportunity to address these 

problems with the America 250 

program.  Be sure to spread the 

word, and participate in America 

250 events. 

 President Shurtz presented 

several awards.  He presented the 

Silver SAR 250 Medal to Chaplain 

Robert Vernagallo (who reported 60 

points towards the medal).  Dennis 

Brimhall has submitted his 

sets of remains were identified, and 

the others, including Engresser, 

were buried as unknowns in the 

Manila American Cemetery.  In 

2018, the remains associated with 

Common Grave 707 were sent to a 

laboratory for analysis, and 

Engresser’s remains were identified 

through DNA, allowing him to be 

buried in Vallejo.  Littlefield and 

Shurtz met his sister, who now lives 

in Benicia, at the re-burial service in 

Vallejo.   

 Registrar Brown noted he is 

working on 29 new applications 

(with 11 being actively worked on). 

We have one application at 

National, and he is sending another 

three applications soon.  Registrar 

Brown noted that we are bringing in 

new members, but we need to work 

on retaining members. 

 CASSAR Chairman John 

Ferris spoke on the SAR America 250 

Program.  The Sons of the American 

Revolution is honoring the 250th 

Anniversary decade of the American 

Revolution 1773-1783 from 2023 

through 2033.  Last year, they 

honored the Boston Tea Party, this 

year they are honoring the First 

Continental Congress, in 2025 they 

will be honoring the Battles of 

Lexington and Concord, and in 2026 

they will be honoring the 

Declaration of Independence.  The 

SAR has bronze (chapter), silver 

(state) and gold (national) SAR 

America 250 Medals which can be 

earned by compatriots and non-

compatriots.  There is a point system 

based on various levels of 

participation in America 250 



application for the Bronze SAR 250 

Medal.  Once verified, he will be 

presented with that medal.  

President Shurtz presented the 

Military Corps certificate to Phil 

Stage, who served 32 years in the 

Army.  He was an OCS graduate with 

8 years of active service.  He was 

involved in special operations and 

civil affairs in Haiti and Somalia, and 

was a deputy commander in Bosnia.  

President Shurtz presented the 

Vietnam Military Corps certificate to 

David King, who was drafted and 

deferred on inactive duty during 

medical school.  David was activated 

in 1971 for 2 years of active duty in 

the US Naval Reserves, serving on 

the USS Piedmont, a destroyer 

tender in Long Beach.  President 

Shurtz presented the SAR Medal of 

Appreciation to DAR Jill Zollinger for 

referring 5 new members to the 

SAR.  President Shurtz presented the 

Bronze Good Citizenship Medal to 

Historian Tom Silva, the Bronze 

Henry Knox Medal to Stephen 

Renouf, and the Martha Washington 

Medal to Janet Brown, which were 

awarded earlier in the year.  CASSAR 

join us for an informative 

presentation! 

B y now you should have all 

received the 2025 Dues 

Notices from the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter.  National dues are $50, 

California dues are $20, and Chapter 

dues are $25.  Youth dues are $5. 

 Please remit your dues as 

soon as possible so the chapter can 

complete the 2024 Annual Report, 

and remit the National and State 

dues to CASSAR by December 15.  

We still have 58 members who have 

not yet paid. 

 If the dues are not 

submitted on time, we must drop 

you for non-payment of dues.  

Reinstatements are not possible 

until National has processed ALL 

state society reports, so there will 

be a delay in reinstating your 

membership. 

J ill Zollinger, the Regent of Jose 

Maria Amador Chapter, DAR, has 

invited the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter to join them for the 27th 

Annual Tri-Valley Veterans Day 

Parade & Band Concert in 

Pleasanton on Sunday, November 3, 

2024.   

 If you are able to attend, 

people should line up between 

10AM and Noon at 301 Main Street 

in Pleasanton, and the parade 

begins at 1PM. 

 The theme for this year’s 

parade is honoring our Military 

Chaplains.  Please attend and 

represent the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter, SAR, in the Veterans Day 

Parade! 

President Littlefield presented the 

Silver Roger Sherman Medal to Dan 

Shurtz, and CASSAR Certificates of 

Appreciation to Derek Brown and 

Jeff Brown. 

 President Shurtz presented 

the two bylaws amendments that 

were noticed at the previous 

meeting in May 2024, which would 

eliminate Membership Chairman as 

an officer position, and elevate 

Sergeant-at-Arms to an officer 

position.  Greg Owens made a 

motion to approve the two bylaws 

amendments (seconded by 

Secretary Renouf), and it was 

approved unanimously. 

 President Owens adjourned 

the meeting at 1:30PM. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he October regular meeting 

will be held at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on 

Saturday, October 19, 2024, at 

Noon.  For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting 

available.   

 The meeting will feature Lt. 

Col. Barry Morris, USAF (Ret).  He is 

the JROTC instructor at Heritage 

High School in Brentwood.  In 2023, 

Col. Morris was named the 

Outstanding JROTC Instructor.  He 

will discuss how he uses his Air Force 

experience to 

instruct and 

train the next 

generation of 

leaders for our 

country.  Please 

Janet Brown receives the Martha 
Washington Medal 

October Meeting 

Veterans Day Parade 

2025 Dues Notices 



New member Rawn Rhoades is inducted into the SAR, and presented with his GWEF Pin. 

New members Tim and Justin Willock, and L A Wood are inducted into the SAR. 



David King receives the Vietnam War Veterans Corp Certificate for his Navy Reserves service. 

Phil Stage receives the War Veterans Corp Certificate for his Army service. 



Historian Tom Silva receives the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal for this service to the community. 

DAR Jill Zollinger receives the Medal of Appreciation for referring 5 new members to the SAR. 



Chaplain Robert Vernagallo receives the Silver SAR 250 Anniversary Medal from CASSAR Chairman John Ferris. 

Secretary/Treasurer Stephen Renouf receives the Bronze Henry Knox Medal. 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

OCTOBER 2024 

Deadline: 16 October 2024 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$30 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, October 19, 2024 

 

Programme:  

Lt. Colonel Barry Morris, USAF (Ret).  Colonel Morris is the JROTC instructor at Heritage High 
School in Brentwood.  In 2023, Col. Morris was named the Outstanding JROTC Instructor.  He will 
discuss how he uses his Air Force experience to instruct and train the next generation of leaders for 
our country.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“Every child in America should be acquainted with 
his own country. He should read books that furnish 
him with ideas that will be useful to him in life and 
practice. As soon as he opens his lips, he should 
rehearse the history of his own country.” 

                 — Noah Webster, 1788. 
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