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M y Fellow Compatriots, this 

past month, Derek Brown, 

Stephen Renouf, and I attended the 

149th Annual Fall Board of Managers 

Meeting of the California Society in 

Bakersfield. This meeting was productive, 

and several national officer candidates 

were in attendance.  I always enjoy 

attending these meetings.  

 You do not need to be a state or 

chapter officer to attend state meetings.  

I highly recommend attending one of 

these meetings if you have the time.  It is 

an excellent way to meet fellow 

compatriots from California and our great 

country.  The next meeting will be the 

150th Spring Annual Meeting, which will 

be held April 25 to 26, 2025, in Costa 

Mesa. 

 November is when we begin the 

holiday season, and it is also the month 

when the Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

holds elections for the upcoming year.  

The candidates for this year are: 

President Danny Shurtz, Vice President 

Thomas Silva, Secretary/Treasurer 

Stephen Renouf, Registrar Derek Brown, 

Chaplain Robert Vernagallo, Historian 

Thomas Silva, Sergeant at Arms (no 

candidate), Past President Gregory 

Owens, and Board of Directors (3 vacant 

positions). 

 This is the list of candidates for 

chapter officers.  However, we still have 

some key roles to fill.  We need a 

compatriot to serve as the Sergeant at 

Arms and three Board positions.  With 

our 140 members, each of you is a 

valuable part of our chapter, and we are 

confident that a few of you are willing to 

step up and serve your chapter and 

honor your patriot ancestors.  Do not 

hesitate to contact me or any chapter 

President’s Notes 
Lt. Col. Morris receives SAR Certificate of Appreciation from Pres. Shurtz. 



  President Shurtz announced 

that our chapter’s 100th 

Anniversary Dinner will be held in 

Walnut Creek on October 11, 2025.  

He wanted everyone to save the 

date.  More details to follow! 

 Derek Brown gave the 

Registrar’s Report.  We have had 12 

new members approved in 2024, 

and currently have five applications 

being reviewed at NSSAR.  He is 

actively working on 10 other 

applications, and two supplemental 

applications. 

 After lunch, President Shurtz 

introduced Lt. Col. Barry Morris, a 

retired Air Force officer, who now is 

a Junior ROTC instructor and 

department head at Heritage High 

School in Brentwood, California.  He 

oversees the Air Force JROTC Unit 

CA-20144 and its over 100 cadets.  

He served for 23 years in the Air 

Force, and has been teaching for five 

years.   

 The JROTC program is 40% 

Aerospace Science, 40% Leadership, 

and 20% Physical Education.  The 

leadership and citizenship skills they 

learn will be important for them in 

college, career, and life.  Col. Morris 

is trying to get his drone license so 

he can teach drone flying.  The 

JROTC program is four years long, so 

the cadets grow from followers to 

small team leaders to leaders like 

Casey, who now leads 63 cadets.  

The cadets do community service to 

learn skills and benefit their 

community.  They get teams of 

cadets to collaborate on hands-on 

projects to learn teamwork.  The 

JROTC instructors serve as role 

models for the cadets.  Some cadets 

come from broken homes, and 

JROTC instructors may be the only 

officer to inquire how you can help 

the chapter.  

 RADM Michael Baker, MD, 

will speak at the November meeting.  

Dr. Baker was initially scheduled for 

our September meeting but needed 

to reschedule.  The meeting will be 

at noon on Saturday, November 16, 

at The Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord.  I am eagerly looking 

forward to seeing you there!  

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its regular 

monthly meeting on Saturday, 

October 19, 2024, at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord, 

California.  We had 17 members and 

guests in the meeting, and two on 

Zoom.   

 President Dan Shurtz called 

the meeting to order, and 

introduced our VIPs and guests: 

Robert Ebert (past VPG and past 

CASSAR President, and a member of 

San Francisco Chapter), Derek 

Brown (past VPG, past inspector 

general, past chapter and state 

president, and chapter registrar), 

Stephen Renouf (past VPG, past 

CASSAR president, CASSAR Invested 

Funds Trustee chairman, and 

chapter secretary/treasurer), Past 

Chapter Presidents Tim Ernst and 

Stephen Tucker, Applicant Thomas 

Arbuckle, Guest Speaker Lt. Col. 

Barry Morris, USAF (Ret.), and 

Cadets Casey Brainerd, Josh Chen, 

and Anthony Ramirez.  We had no 

DAR members present due to 

conflicting meetings. 
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father figure or mother figure they 

have.  Instructors try to expose the 

cadets to the opportunities around 

them – being a pilot, a cyber 

technician, or a historian.  The 

program has no military service 

component, but if a cadet is 

interested in military service, they 

can help them achieve their goals.  

Only about 10-15% of his cadets 

chose a military career.  The Air 

Force offers scholarships for cadets 

who want to continue with ROTC in 

college.  He has a former student at 

West Point, some enlisted in the 

Navy, and some are graduating high 

school and going directly to the 

work force as pilots.      

 Col. Morris introduced 

Cadet Major Casey Brainerd, who 

has been in JROTC for all four of his 

high school years.  He became 

interested in the tech field and he 

plans to join either the Air Force or 

Space Force.  Casey took the 

CyberSTAR program on 

cybersecurity, which exposed him to 

various career paths.  

 Col. Moris introduced Cadet 

discipline.  He applied the skills he 

learned by forming and running his 

own club at school.  After 

graduation, he plans to go to college 

at UC Berkeley or UC San Diego in 

finance or engineering.  He will 

continue ROTC in college, and, 

although a military career is not his 

main goal, it is a solid backup plan.   

 Col. Morris noted that 

Contra Costa County has more 

people than seven US states, but 

only has two Air Force JROTC 

programs (Walnut Creek and 

Richmond).  He would like to see the 

program expand to serve more 

students.  They are trying to get a 

third program in Pittsburg.  Col. 

Morris noted he is paid by the 

school district, but the Air Force 

reimburses the school district for 

half of his salary.  The Air Force also 

fund the uniforms, rifles, and the 

trips the cadets take.   

 Past President Steve Tucker 

mentioned his involvement in the 

Kids Fly Free program and the 

Disaster Airlift Response Team 

(DART).  Col. Morris expressed 

interest in partnering with the Civil 

Air Patrol and the Patriot Jet Team 

at Byron. Although he brought three 

male cadets to the Sons of the 

American Revolution meeting, he 

noted about 30% of his cadets are 

female.  He emphasized the 

importance of empowering young 

women in aviation and leadership 

roles.  He also discussed the 

challenges of expanding the 

program due to limited instructor 

capacity and funding.  He said JROTC 

is overrepresented in the southeast, 

and underrepresented in California.  

The Air Force is trying to close some 

underperforming units in the 

Technical Sergeant Anthony 

Ramirez, who has been in JROTC for 

all three high school years.  When he 

came to high school, he did not 

intend to take JROTC, but he was 

recruited for the program.  He was 

originally timid, but the program has 

taught him leadership skills, and to 

be more confident.  He has learned 

many hands-on skills that he would 

not have been able to acquire in his 

regular school classes.  He plans to 

join the Air Force as an officer in 

security or intelligence.  The 

program helped him find himself 

and his friends, and has been a great 

experience. 

 Col. Moris introduced Cadet 

Senior Master Sergeant Josh Chen, 

who expressed his appreciation for 

the JROTC program, which he found 

to be his favorite class and 

extracurricular activity. He has met 

many friends through the program, 

and developed skills such as 

leadership, organization, and 

JROTC students describe how the program has affected them. 



southeast, and shift some units to 

California to meet the growing 

demand.  President Dan Shurtz 

presented the SAR Certificate of 

Appreciation for his informative 

presentation. 

 President Shurtz presented 

the Bronze SAR 250 Medal to Dennis 

Brimhall.  Registrar Derek Brown 

read the America 250 Minute to the 

chapter on the Continental 

Association (also known as the 

Articles of Association).  It was an 

agreement adopted by the First 

Continental Congress in Philadelphia 

on October 20, 1774.  As a result of 

the increasing tensions with Britain, 

the agreement called for a boycott 

of British merchants by the Colonies.  

They hoped sanctions on British 

imports/exports would force British 

Parliament to address the many 

grievances of the American Colonies, 

especially repealing the Intolerable 

Acts.  The colonists adopted the 

agreement as a peaceful method of 

settling their disputes with Britain.  

The agreement was suggested by 

Virginia delegate Richard Henry Lee, 

and was based on the 1769 Virginia 

encouraged all members to enroll 

their sons, grandsons, and nephews 

in the SAR.  For youth members 

under 18, the annual dues are only 

$5 per year.  Contact Derek Brown 

to get started!  With no other 

business, President Dan Shurtz 

adjourned the meeting. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he November chapter election 

meeting will be held at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on 

Saturday, November 16, 2024, at 

Noon.  For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting 

available.   

 The meeting will feature 

Rear Admiral Mike Baker, MC, USN 

(Ret).  Admiral Baker has completed 

five tours teaching Advanced 

Trauma Life Support in Ukraine.  He 

will review the history and 

geography of Central Europe/

Ukraine, and give his insight into the 

morale and conditions in Ukraine 

during the current conflict.  He will 

explain how the conflict relates to 

other problem regions.  Please join 

us for an informative presentation! 

W e have 36 Compatriots who 

still owe dues for 2025.  

With the holidays approaching, 

please remit payment as soon as 

possible.  National dues are $50, 

California dues are $20, and Chapter 

dues are $25.  Youth dues are $5. 

 Those members who are 

unpaid on December 15, 2025 will 

be dropped for non-payment so the 

chapter can complete the 2024 

Annual Report.  

Association, suggested by George 

Washington, and written by George 

Mason.  The agreement opened 

with a pledge of loyalty to King 

George III, and went on to establish 

bans on British imports and exports, 

to take affect on December 1, 1774.  

In 1861, President Lincoln, in his first 

inaugural address, cited the 

Continental Association as the origin 

of the Union that would become the 

United States of America. 

 President Shurtz induced 

Wayne Morris and Larry Woods into 

the Sons of the American 

Revolution, and Registrar Brown 

pinned them with their rosettes.  

New compatriot Wayne Dowling 

Morris of Walnut Creek descends 

from patriot ancestor William 

Dowling (1750-1800), who was born 

in England, and died around 1800 in 

Kent County, Maryland.  William 

Dowling served as a private in the 

13th Battalion of Maryland Militia 

under Col. Richard Graves, in June 

1775.  New Compatriot Larry Allen 

Woods of Dublin descends from 

Perry Chinn (1763-1847), who was 

born in Stafford County, Virginia, 

and died after 1847 in Surrey 

County, North Carolina.  Perry Chinn 

served as a private in the Virginia 

Militia under Capt. Michael Wallace 

and Col. Skinner, and he received a 

pension for his service. 

 Awards Chairman Brown 

announced we have presented 52 

Eagle Scout Certificates (including 

two girls), with a majority from 

Dublin and Pleasanton, thanks to Jill 

Zollinger, the Regent of Jose Maria 

Amador Chapter of the DAR.  He 

Dennis Brimhall receives the SAR 
Bronze America 250 Medal 

November Meeting 

2025 Dues Notices 



Cadet Senior Master Sergeant Chen describes his experiences in the Air Force JROTC. 

New members Larry Wood and Wayne Morris are inducted into the SAR by Registrar Brown & President Shurtz. 



PG Dodd exhibits the first two years of Henry Rifles—Boston Tea Party 1773, and First Continental Congress 1774. 

Phil Mitchell (Orange County Chapter) with Derek Brown, Dan Shurtz, and Stephen Renouf at CASSAR Meeting. 



Jim Faulkinbury, Stephen Renouf, Peter Davenport (VA) and Robert Taylor. 

CASSAR Color Guard in Bakersfield, California. 



Derek Brown receives Oak Leaf Cluster for Liberty Medal. 

CASSAR Officers Dinner, Frugatti’s Restaurant, Bakersfield. 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

NOVEMBER 2024 

Deadline: 13 November 2024 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$30 per person 

MENU 

ELECTION MEETING 

Saturday, November 16, 2024 

 

Programme:  

Rear Admiral Mike Baker, MC, USN (Ret).  Admiral Baker has completed five tours teaching 
Advanced Trauma Life Support in Ukraine.  He will review the history and geography of Central 
Europe/Ukraine, and give his insight into the morale and conditions in Ukraine during the current 
conflict.  He will explain how the conflict relates to other problem regions.  Come join us for a great 
meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“A third and final trait, one which, in my eyes, best describes 
socialists of all schools and shades, is a profound opposition to 
personal liberty and scorn for individual reason, a complete 
contempt for the individual. They unceasingly attempt to mutilate, 
to curtail, to obstruct personal freedom in any and all ways. They 
hold that the State must not only act as the director of society, but 
must further be master of each man, and not only master, but 
keeper and trainer.” 

                 — Alexis de Tocqueville, 1848. 
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