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Compatriots — it is my pleasure
to address you as your

chapter president for the first time. |

want to thank all of you who attended
the January meeting! We were privileged
to have VP North Randy Dhindsa and his
family join us for lunch, and for VP
Dhindsa to administer the oath of office
to the incoming officers. Standing with
my fellow compatriots, and swearing to
work together for the chapter, CASSAR
and NSSAR was once again inspirational.
| am grateful to the men who make up
our chapter, and the tireless effort they
put in to ensure it functions smoothly.

If you were not at the meeting,
you missed a very good guest speaker,
my friend Brendan Hurd, who has been
teaching US History for 25 years. He
shared some very insightful methods on
how he instructs his students on the

CASSAR VP North Randy Dhindsa swears in 2024 chapter officers!

American Revolution and US History in
general. This is often a difficult task
because of the very diverse backgrounds
of the students, many of them from
foreign nations with no previous
knowledge of one of America’s seminal
events, and some who speak no English.
He also shared with me after the meeting
how wonderful he found it to speak with
a group of knowledgeable, involved
citizens, and was “blown away” by the
many well-informed and astute questions
and comments. Thank you all for making
him feel welcome, and | will be meeting
him again soon for a few beers and to
start on his SAR application.

As | am delving deeper into the
machinations of the SAR as a whole, | am
learning just how many balls National
would like the chapters to keep in the air.
America 250, the many SAR vyouth
programs, services to veterans (including
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Wounded Warriors)
outreach to name just a few. | think

and public

we do a good job with these, but the
chapter officers and | would really
appreciate assistance from the
chapter at large. Please let us know
if you are aware of a new Eagle
Scout that should be recognized
with a certificate, or if you perform
some volunteer work with the VA,
and definitely keep track of those
America 250

recognized and decorated by the

points! Being
Society merely for listening to me
speak on an American Revolution
topic for a couple of minutes is the
easiest award you can earn.

Again, it is my honor to
serve as chapter president. All your
officers want to make you as happy
to be a member as | am sure you are
proud.
contact me

Please do not hesitate to
best -
glenn.martin.wc@gmail.com) or one

(email is

of the other officers with a question,
comment, or suggestion. | look
forward to seeing you in February
for more pasta and patriotism!

— Glenn Martin, President

Secretary’s Notes
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TChapter held its Annual&

Meeting on Saturday, January 20,
2024, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 22
members and guests in the meeting.

Concord, California.

In conjunction with the in-person
meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting
with three compatriots.

President Dan Shurtz called

Rood, Janet Brown, Kay Ernst, and
Pat Everette; National SAR Officers
VPG International Derek Brown and
Trustee of Spain Stephen Renouf;
Past VPG Robert Ebert of the SF
Chapter; and Past  Chapter
Presidents Greg Owens, Tim Ernst,
Derek Brown and Stephen Renouf.
Our special guests were CASSAR VP
North Randy Dhindsa (with wife

Tracy and son Tighe, an SAR Youth

Member), and guest speaker
Brendan Hurd.
Derek Brown gave the

registrar’s report. He said we have
three applications at National, and
one of them was pended, so he is
getting more information. He is also
working on 34 other applications in

various stages of preparation. He

said he will meet with some
members after the meeting to
coordinate contacting those

members dropped in the past five
years to try to get them to renew
their membership. Registrar Brown
held a no-donation raffle for an SAR
mug, and youth member Tighe
Dhindsa selected the winning ticket
— Bob Ebert.
President Shurtz called upon
VP Glenn Martin to give the America
250 Minute. Glenn Martin discussed
the tarring and feathering of British
tax collectors and Tories, which
mostly occurred in the 1760’s and
1770’s.
cases occurred 250 years ago on
1774, in
Patriot shoemaker

One of the most famous
January 25, Boston,
Massachusetts.
George Hewes saw John Malcolm, a
official,
threaten to strike a child with his

51-year-old customs

cane. Hewes intervened to protect

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM the meeting to order, and the child, and was struck
introduced DAR members Virginia unconscious by Malcolm’s cane.
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Later that evening, a crowd seized
Malcolm at his house and dragged
him into the street to punish him.
Some Patriots, including Hughes,
tried to persuade the crowd to turn
Malcolm over to the justice system,
but the mob noted that another
British custom official had murdered
a 12-year-old child, and escaped
justice by receiving a royal pardon.
They stripped Malcolm to the waist,
covered him with hot tar, and
opened pillows to cover him with
feathers. He was taken to the
Liberty Tree, where he was told to
apologize, and curse King George lll.
Malcolm refused, even after having
his head placed in a noose. When
the crowd threatened to cut off his
ears, Malcolm finally relented. The
crowd sarcastically toasted King

George Il with tea, and forced
Malcolm to drink tea wuntil he
vomited. After 5 hours, Malcolm
was freed, and was beaten by the
crowd as he returned to his home.
He carried the scars of the tarring
and feathering for life. Malcolm
traveled to Britain a few months
later, and never returned to Boston.

From 1766 to 1776, there
than 70

incidents of tarring and feathering

were more recorded

from New Hampshire through
Georgia — they were intended to
intimidate the British and the Tories.
thought the
punishment of Malcolm went too
far, and the Liberty
attempted to curtail further tarring

Many in Boston

Sons of
Malcolm returned

1774 to get
compensation for his ordeal, but the

and featherings.
to England in

king refused — he never returned to
VP Martin noted that
compatriots in attendance earned 3

America.

points towards the SAR America 250
Medal.

Following lunch, President
Shurtz called upon CASSAR VP North
Dhindsa to induct the 2024 Chapter
Officers:
Secretary / Treasurer

President Glenn Martin,
Stephen
Renouf, Registrar Derek Brown,
Chaplain Bob Vernagallo, Historian
Immediate Past
VP Dhindsa

presented the gavel to President

Tom Silva, and
President Dan Shurtz.
Glenn Martin.  President Martin
presented the Past President Pin and
Certificate to Dan Shurtz.

President Martin introduced
our guest speaker, Brendan Hurd,
who teaches 8th grade history (US
History and Geography) at Walnut
Creek Intermediate School in Walnut
Creek, California. President Martin
is a friend of Brendan Hurd, and
goes to his classes in Revolutionary
War uniform and Civil War uniform
to discuss those wars with his
students. Brendan said he has been
teaching since 1997, and has been in
Walnut Creek since 1999, primarily

teaching US history. He thanked
B
‘; i 12 i s

President Martin for visiting his
classrooms in uniform to bring
history alive for the students. He
noted its importance, as it is now in
vogue to tear down great historical
such as our

figures, Founding

Fathers. He said the students are
immediately captivated by Martin’s
musket, but then are really drawn to
his stories of ordinary life during the
American Revolution. The students
ask many questions, like why did the
soldiers march in line, or take turns
firing their muskets. It is a great aid
to teachers to have people come in
period dress, and answer questions
about the era and the war.

Brendan noted that the way
he teaches history has changed, as
the backgrounds of the students and
expectations of the parents in
Walnut Creek has changed over the
He noted that fifth
when the

past 20 years.
grade is
Revolution is supposed to be taught;

American

however, the eighth graders are
better equipped to understand the
so they
teaching in eighth grade.

reinforce the
With the
available,  they
emphasize the causes leading to

material,

limited time
revolution, and the Declaration of
than the
battles and tactics of the war, which

Independence, rather

is unfortunate. He said there are
always students who want to know
more, and he can give them
guidance to find more information
When

President Martin attends in uniform,

than what is being taught.

Brendan briefly discusses Bunker
Hill, the Fall of New York to the
British, the
Southern Campaign through the

Loyalists, and the

victory at Yorktown. Due to

California requirements, Brendan

FEBRUARY 2024
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also discusses the role of France in

the war, which leads into a
discussion of their revolution in
1789, and Napoleon’s role in the
Louisiana Purchase.

A member asked Brendan if
there was anything that California
did not want him to teach about the
American Revolution. He said there
is so much to teach, that they are
forced to skip over important items,
such as General Henry Knox, the
contributions of the US Navy, and
the armies offering freedom for
slaves who fought for them. In fact,
they are supposed to concentrate on
the Declaration of Independence,
rather than the Revolutionary War.
They do not discuss slavery during
the war, as slavery is discussed later
in an economics class.

President Martin asked how
teachers decide what elements to
discuss regarding the American
Revolution, given the limited time
allocated to teaching it. He said the
textbooks are now online, and form
the basis of what is taught. The UC
system and Stanford University have
history project videos that can be
used in classrooms to supplement
the textbooks.

Brendan spoke about a
special program they had in 1999
called “Civil War Day,” with 400
students, and 100 parents. The
entire day was dedicated to the
students pretending they were in
the Civil War. They had tents,
regiments electing their leaders, and
a battle at the end, where each kid
had 20 shots (flour wrapped in
cocktail napkins) that they would
throw at each other. They had a fort
that was being assaulted. Sadly, the

school cancelled the annual event

two years ago after there was an
online petition to cancel the event
because half of the students had to
be Confederates. The school
cravenly gave in to the sanitation of
history to protect feelings.

Brendan said that one thing
he has struggled to teach was the
topic of slavery. In a Fairfield school,
there were fights on the field
because kids would get incredibly
angry over the topic. He said he has
had to teach the topic of slavery in a
avoiding

very sterile fashion,

controversial aspects like racism.
Secretary Renouf noted that one of
the problems seems to be that
taught as

American problem, without noting

slavery s solely an
its worldwide nature from the
beginning of civilization through the
People get terribly

current day.

SN

Brendan Hurd receives the SAR
Bronze Good Citizenship Medal

upset about slavery in the 19th
century, but do not seem to care
about the slavery that is happening
now throughout the world. Brendan
said he teaches a unit comparing a
European indentured servant, who
went on to gain his freedom and
fight in the Revolution for the Green
Mountain Boys, with an African
slave, who earned his freedom and
Both

into servitude, and

went on to author a book.
were forced
worked their way out. He hopes
that one of the lessons learned is
that there was a much more
stratified social structure at that
time. A person of any race could be
on the bottom of barrel.

Brendan said that they cover
clothing manufacturing, and how
easy it is to look back on the sins of
our forefathers and feel moral
enlightenment that we are not that
bad now. Then he asks how many of
the students are wearing clothes
made with slave or child labor
around the world, and what makes
them any different for benefiting
from forced labor in other countries.
People make a moral compromise
based on economic need, and how is
that different from people in the
past?

President Martin noted from
visiting the classroom that many of
Brandan’s students do not speak
English. He wanted to know the
problems teaching the American
Revolution to kids that may not even
know there was an American
Martin noted that he

grew up in Princeton, New Jersey, so

Revolution.

he was surrounded by the American
Revolution his whole life, but it is an
alien concept for children who grew

up around the world. Brendan
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stated they teach the topic through
the lens of economic, political and
human rights. Kids from El Salvador,
Ukraine, etc. can
They
discuss the causes of the American

Afghanistan,
understand those terms.

Revolution, and how those causes fit
into those different types of rights,
and it helps them understand.
President Martin thanked
Brendan Hurd for his informative
presentation on the teaching of
American History and the
Revolutionary War in local schools.
President Martin presented him
with the SAR Good

Citizenship Medal for his quarter

Bronze
century of teaching American

History to intermediate school
students.

Past President Tim Ernst
thanked the southern California
compatriots who held the CASSAR
Fall Board of Managers meeting on
the Queen Mary in Long Beach. He
noted that he learned about the
Sacramento

Chapter purchasing

books about what life was like
during the Revolutionary Era, and
donating them to local schools. He
encouraged Thomas  Jefferson
Chapter compatriots to attend the
upcoming CASSAR Annual Meeting
in nearby Burlingame in April 2024.
He said he got many ideas of what
our chapter could do by attending
the meetings. He was going to
discuss with Brendan Hurd what our
chapter could do to help local
history schoolteachers. He recently
read about Comitia Americana
medals that were awarded to key
American and French revolutionaries
for  heroism, friendship  and
leadership. Congress commissioned
create the

French artisans to

medals, which were struck at the
Paris Mint or the US Mint in
Philadelphia.  This ties
upcoming SAR Trip to France. He

into the

noted one of these medals recently
sold for $264k at auction. The
Museum has 119
medals,

Smithsonian
original and has ten
commemorative reproductions in
their collection, and there are plans
to display these medals in 2026 as
part of the celebration of the 250th
anniversary of the Declaration of

Independence.

CASSAR
President Janet Brown encouraged
SAR spouses to join the CASSAR
Ladies Auxiliary. They raise funds to

Ladies

Auxiliary

support our programs, and donated
$40k when CASSAR hosted the 2019
Annual Congress in Costa Mesa. The
only $25 per
membership

cost is year —
is open to women
related by marriage or bloodline to
SAR Compatriots in good standing,
or members deceased while in good
standing.

President Martin thanked
the chapter for attending the
meeting, and the officers for serving
Then Past President

Shurtz adjourned the meeting, and

the chapter.

Chaplain Vernagallo delivered the
recessional.
— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

The February regular meeeting
will be held at the OId
Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
Saturday, February 17, 2024, at
Noon.

The meeting will feature a
representative from the Walnut
Creek Historical Society, who will
discuss their history and mission.
They were founded in 1967 by the
Walnut Creek Women’s Club, and
Shadelands Ranch
Museum. The ranch was purchased

operate the

in 1856 by Hiram Penniman, and
was one of the first and largest
farms in the Ygnacio Valley. Please
join us for an entertaining

presentation!

Pres. Martin presents Past
President’s Pin to Dan Shurtz

FEBRUARY 2024
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XN?illiam Kinmont Flint was

born on March 20, 1938, in
San Francisco, California, and was
the son of Charles Kinmont Flint and
Mary Kathryn Ford.

In October 1960, Kim Flint
enlisted in the US Navy. He served
as the commanding officer of
COMNAVSURFPAC Det. 720, the
executive officer of the

USS Gallant, the
Shore
Intermediate Maintenance Facility/
NRMF  San SERLES
Coordinator/PCO of the ammunition
ship  USS
commanding officer of Political
Military Affairs Det. 2011. He was

minesweeper
commanding officer of
Francisco,

Mauna Kea, and

honorably discharged in September
1991 with the rank of Captain. In
1966, Kim married Kathy Blocker in
San Francisco, California.

Kim Flint was a registered
financial planner, and worked for
several financial firms. He passed
the Uniform Securities Agent State
Law Exam, the General Securities
Exam, and the
Product/
Variable Contracts Representative

Representative
Investment  Company
Exam.

Kim Flint joined the Sons of
the American Revolution in 2002 on
the service of his patriot ancestor
Adam Flint (1732-1831), who served
as an ensign in Capt. Bowman’s
Company, Col. Clyde’s Regiment,
Tyrone County, New York Militia.
Kim’s two sons, William Kinmont
Flint Il and Kevin Francis Flint, were
former members of the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter.

Kim Flint served the Thomas
Jefferson  Chapter as Awards
Chairman (2008-2011), Director
(2004-2005), and President (2006).
He was awarded the SAR War
Service Medal (2005) for his service
in the Navy in Vietnam, the SAR
Meritorious Service Medal (2011),

the SAR Chapter Medal of

Distinguished Service (2013), and
the SAR Bronze Good Citizenship
Medal (2006, 2009).

Kim Flint passed away after

a battle with cancer on November
26, 2023, in Danville, California.
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FEBRUARY 2024

OFFICER INSTALLATION MEETING
Saturday, February 17, 2024

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

o -
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11:30AM—Pre~Meeting S ’g;)a%“‘e.\}\ 4 - Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting
Social j %

Walnut Creek Historical Society. A representative from the Walnut Creek Historical Society will
discuss the history and mission of the society. They were founded in 1967 by the Walnut Creek
Women’s Club, and they operate the Shadelands Ranch Museum. Come join us for a great

meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Sottuccine N fredo, Gicken Sammigiana, or Lasagrna
) per person

Deadline: 14 February 2024 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,

and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month

* Democraey extends the cphete of perconal independence;
cocialiem confinee it. Democracy valuee each man at hie
higheet; cocialiem makee of each man an agent, an
rHowss erson inctrument, 8 number. Democracy and cocialiem have but

ona thing in common— equality. But note well the
difference. Democracy aime at equality in liberty.

Qocialiem degires equality in congtraint and in cervitude.”

THOMAS serem — Alexie de Toequeville, 14
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