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Thank you to everyone who
attended our February 17th
meeting. It was, of course, my first full
meeting as president, and | appreciate
the positive feedback | got. | had a few
minor missteps, but as usual, my officers
backed me up, and everything worked
out in the end. | am proud to be your
chapter president, particularly now that |
see how much communication goes into
each meeting to make it worth attending.
The behind-the-scenes machinations are
no joke!

This month we were fortunate to
have a representative from the Walnut
Creek Historical Society (wchistory.org) as
our guest speaker. Teresa Wenzel
described the history of Walnut Creek
and the land upon which the Shadelands

Ranch Museum sits, and spoke about the

Teresa Wenzel of the Walnut Creek Historical Society

educate and support the community,
including tours of the museum and
downtown Walnut Creek, sponsorship of
the
downtown, and hosting fun events such

many historical point  signs
as the popular Classic Car Show, being
held on Sunday, June 9, 2024. She also
discussed the yearly merit scholarships
offered to Northgate and Las Lomas
seniors, a benefit to our local young
people that meshes with the SAR Mission
of educating future generations.

On Sunday, February 4, | had the
honor of traveling to Pleasanton and
representing our chapter and the SAR (in
my Continental Army uniform) when |
presented the Sea Cadet Award to Cadet
CPO Bella Cabatit, a member of the
RADM C. W. Parks Battalion of the Naval
CPO Cabatit was

recommended for the award by her chain

Sea Cadet Corps.

numerous programs they have to of command for her hard work, devotion
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to duty, and patriotism. | was
impressed by her and all her
shipmates — as a Navy vet, | know
what “squared away” looks like, and
these young men and women
epitomized military appearance and
bearing. There they were, standing
in formation on a rainy Sunday
morning, when they could have
been at home playing video games
in their pajamas — our Nation will be
strengthened by the continued
endeavors of these rising leaders.
And speaking of military
NSSAR  strongly

promotes the wearing by eligible

service, the

compatriots of the War Service or
Military Service Medal at all
meetings. | am happy to pass along
that suggestion, and follow through,
as | wore mine at the February
meeting. | know there are many
compatriots in our chapter who are
also my brothers in arms, and | urge
each of you to acquire and proudly
wear the full-size medal on your
blazer at our meetings. There is no
question you have earned it. In fact,
please wear it along with your
NSSAR
Patriot ancestors who wore a slightly
different but
uniform as ourselves.

insignia in honor of our

equally important

| look forward to seeing all
of you again — and those of you who
| did not see this month — at our
next meeting on March 16, same
time, same place. If possible, please
order your lunch ahead of time
through our chapter website,
tisar.org; it makes it much easier for
our treasurer, and for Heather and

her terrific OSF staff. Thank you for

your membership in the Sons of the

American Revolution, and vyour
support of me as your chapter
president, and of all of your chapter
officers.

— Glenn Martin, President

Secretary’s Notes

The Thomas Jefferson !/

Chapter held its AnnuaIA
Meeting on Saturday, February 17,
2024, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 21
members and guests in the meeting.
Martin
called the meeting to order, and

Concord, California.

President  Glenn

Chaplain  Vernagallo reminded
everyone to think about what our
ancestors were hoping and praying
for 250 years ago. President Martin
gave the America 250 Minute on the
“Boston Port Act.”

In the fall of 1772, the
took

British over the

payment of the salaries of the

Crown

governor, lieutenant governor, and
judges of Massachusetts from the
Massachusetts House of
Representatives. The Colonists were
worried that this would cause the
leading colonial officials to become
beholden to the British Crown rather
that the local electorate of
In February 1774,
in the

Massachusetts Bay Colony declined

Massachusetts.
four of the five judges

to accept a salary from the Crown,
but the fifth judge, Chief Justice
Peter Oliver, took Crown pay. Chief
Justice Oliver saw no problem

overseeing cases involving the

Crown while being paid by the
Patriots

Crown. in the colony

vociferously protested judges
receiving royal salaries, and some

vowed to swing Oliver from the
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Liberty Tree until he repented.
John
lawless behavior against a judge, no

Adams opposed
matter how corrupt or weak-willed
he might be. Adams advocated
impeachment as the cure for
corruption, rather than violence.
Adams researched precedents for
impeachment in English law, wrote
up his findings, and took careful
of Chief

Adams noted that justices

notes Justice Oliver’s
actions.
were bound to defend against
Crown incursions into colonial rights,
and the deprivation of colonial
liberties. Adams cited specific cases
demonstrating Chief Justice Oliver’s
corrupt administration of justice.

The Massachusetts House of
Representatives  approved  the
Articles of Impeachment, and
distributed them throughout the
Massachusetts Bay Colony to wide
public approval. Governor Thomas
Hutchinson refused to recognize the
merits of the claims or the right to
impeach a justice, and stated Oliver
would not be removed regardless of
how the House voted. Adams was
not concerned. Over the next few
months, jurors called to serve in
local courts refused to participate in
a tainted system under an
impeached chief justice. Even when
Oliver stayed away from the court,
jurors continued to refuse to serve.
Without jurors, the court system
grinded to a halt. The disruption of
royal administration of the colonies
was gaining steam. VP Martin noted
that compatriots in attendance
earned 3 points towards the SAR
America 250 Medal.

New CASSAR Ladies Auxiliary
member Regina Vernagallo was

introduced, welcomed and thanked

by President Martin. Past President
1776
program

Tim Ernst discussed the
Schoolbook

started by Sacramento Chapter to

donation

purchase textbooks relevant to the
American Revolution and provide
them to 3rd-grade classrooms. Ernst
asked compatriots to email him and
let him know if they would
individually support the program—
he will base further action on his
part on the responses. President
Martin belatedly welcomed DAR and
guests, and

acknowledged prospective member

Ladies  Auxiliary
Rawn Rhoades.
Following lunch, President
Martin introduced Teresa Wenzel of
the Walnut Creek Historical Society.
She thanked us for the invitation to
address our meeting about her
society. She started off by asking,
“who has noticed the 1903 Colonial
Revival home on Ygnacio Valley
Road, and how many have been to
Shadelands Ranch Museum for tours
or events?” She introduced herself
as a docent for third grade history
tours, a scholarship committee
member, and a museum board
member. She noted that the Walnut
Creek Historical Society took over
third grade tours in 2009, when
original docent Brad Rovanpera
(former Walnut Creek city historian)
left to become a docent at Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello in Virginia.
Teresa joined the Walnut
Creek Historical Society in 2010 —
her daughter was in middle school,
and Teresa saw an advertisement in
the Nutshell (a

asking for volunteers.

local newsletter)

She later

joined the WCHS board in 2016.
Teresa related the history of
Shadelands Ranch. Hiram Penniman
came West in 1853 to prospect for
gold, but ended up farming in the
Ygnacio Valley, not knowing that the
land was owned by Dofa Juana
Lorenza Sanchez de Pacheco (her
husband, Don
Pacheco, had received a Mexican

Miguel Antonio
land grant from his service in the

Mexican  Revolution). Hiram
Penniman was discovered on their
land by Dofia Juana’s grandson, who
threatened him with eviction. Hiram
Penniman paid $5,000 in 1856 for
500 acres of Dofia Juana’s Rancho
Arroyo de las Nueces y Bolbones,
and continued to farm fruit trees,
nuts and grapes on his Shadelands
Fruit Farm. Hiram Penniman built a
house on the land in 1903 at a cost
of $7,200 (which he had earned
through land speculation) for his
then

Most of the items on display in the

unmarried daughter Mary.

museum are original Penniman
furnishings; the ranch stayed in the
family, although some land was sold
off, leaving 320 acres. The ranch
was inherited by Mary Penniman in
1907, and when crop prices fell, she
had to depend on the charity of her
sister Bessie’s wealthy husband,
Ohio businessman Albert Johnson.
Following Mary’s death in
1909, the ranch was inherited by
Hiram’s youngest daughter Bessie.
Upon Bessie’s suspicious death in a
car accident in 1943, Albert Johnson
Albert, who

soon became gravely ill, formed the

inherited the house.

Gospel Foundation of California in
1947 to preserve the ranch and his
other extensive assets, which it did
after his death in 1948. Sadly, most

MARCH 2024
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of the land was slowly sold off, but
in 1970 the house and the last 1.5
acres was donated to Walnut Creek.
The Walnut Creek Women’s Club
formed the Walnut Creek Historical
Society in 1972, which was tasked
with maintaining the house.

Teresa said the mission of
the Walnut Creek Historical Society
is to work with the community and
City of Walnut Creek to collect and
preserve Walnut Creek area history
and heritage, to operate the
Shadelands Museum, and to provide
$2,000-merit-based scholarships to
one student each from Northgate
and Las Lomas High Schools. The
scholarships are based on grades,
activities, and three essays. The
Walnut Creek Historical Society also
runs local third-grade downtown
walking history tours, comparing old
Walnut Creek to the present-day.
They also have third grade Living
History Day at Shadelands Ranch,
engaging in period-accurate 1903
Public
ranch tours are offered on 2nd

games, activities and food.

Saturdays, March to October, as well
They
sponsor the 60 Heritage Walk signs

as downtown walking tours.

in downtown Walnut Creek, with QR
codes for more information about
each site, and they maintain a
rotating exhibit at the Walnut Creek
Library.

Martin  asked
about Bessie Johnson’s death, and

President

Teresa said she was run over by a
car and killed at Scotty’s Castle in
Death Valley, which was a highly
unlikely occurrence. Tim Ernst asked
if there was ever a walnut
processing plant in Walnut Creek,
and Teresa confirmed the plant was

where the Lesher Center for the Arts

is now. Before the Lesher Center,
the site was a community theater
called the “NutHouse.”
Martin asked how many scholarship

President

applications are received annually,
and Teresa said career centers at the
high schools do not
scholarships as much as she would

publicize

like. It started with one from each
school, but has been as high as nine.
There were none in the last two
years due to Covid, which greatly
affected fundraising due to many
events being cancelled. A
compatriot asked about Walker
Avenue, and Teresa said that James
T. Walker was an early Ygnacio
Valley rancher with a second home
in the Diablo foothills. Three
Mexican land grants met at the
intersection of North Main Street
and Diablo Avenue — many people
squatted there after failing to find
gold. President Martin asked for the
title and author of book Teresa had
been referencing — Walnut Creek:
An llustrated History by Brad
Rovanpera, a grandson of William
Rogers, who had a hotel in
downtown Walnut Creek where
Mechanics Bank currently stands.
President Martin thanked Teresa
Wenzel, and encouraged members
to consider joining the Walnut Creek
Historical Society.
Derek Brown gave the

Registrar’'s Report: we have 8
applications in process at National,
and he is still trying to recover
lapsed members. In the last 20
years, 48,000 NSSAR compatriots
have dropped their membership. He

encouraged compatriots to continue

their membership and stay active.
Martin
encouraged the continued tracking

President  Glenn
of America 250 points, even by non-
members. He discussed the CASSAR
Annual Meeting in Burlingame, and
urged attendance and volunteering
(e.g. hospitality suite,
guard). The registration form is now
on the CASSAR website.
Brown reported last year’s CASSAR
Ladies Auxiliary raffle raised $1,100.
He suggested donating books, wine,

and color

Registrar

whiskey, and American flags.

A no-donation raffle was
held for a box of Girl Scout cookies
(David King won), and a free lunch
for the March meeting (Rawn
Rhoades won).

Chaplain  Vernagallo gave
the benediction, and President
Martin adjourned the meeting.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

The March regular meeting will
be held at the Old Spaghetti
Factory in Concord on Saturday,
March 16, 2024, at Noon. For those
compatriots not able to attend in
person, we will have a concurrent
Zoom Meeting available.
The meeting will feature
Stewart Proctor, a speaker from
Joybound People & Pets, formerly
the Contra Costa Animal Rescue
Foundation (ARF). ARF was founded
in Walnut Creek in 1991 to rescue
cats and dogs, and get them
adopted by loving families. In
February 2024,
renamed Joybound People & Pets.

the group was

Stewart Proctor will discuss
the mission and history of Joybound.
Please join us for an entertaining
presentation!
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REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, March 16, 2024

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA
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Stewart Proctor of Joybound People & Pets. Stewart Proctor will discuss the history and mission of
Joybound People and Pets, which was founded in 1991 as the Contra Costa County Animal Rescue
Foundation. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Sottuccine N fredo, Gicken Sammigiana, or Lasagrna
) per person

Deadline: 13 March 2024 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna
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Ruots of the Month

* There iec no greater tyranny than that
which ic perpetrated under the chield of law
and in the hame of juctice.”

— Chatlee-Louie de Secondst,
Easron de Monfesquiey

Visit us on the web:

TISAR.ORG
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You can download the full version of the Minutemanat https.//www.tjsar.org/index.ptip/minuteman
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