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M y Fellow Compatriots, as we 

enter the season of 

celebrating our loved ones, it is also the 

time for our final in-person meeting for 

the Thomas Jefferson Chapter before the 

summer break.  

 This past weekend, the California 

Society held its annual meeting in 

Burlingame, where Don Littlefield was 

installed as President of the California 

Society.  You may be familiar with Don – 

he is a frequent guest at our monthly 

meetings, and was president of the 

California Society in 2020.  Don is serving 

again due to a resignation in the line of 

accession in the state society.  

Resignations happen occasionally in our 

society at both the state and chapter 

levels.  Recently, we at the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter had a change in 

leadership that I will explain in a moment.  

 For those who have yet to attend 

a state meeting, I highly recommend you 

attend one at some point.  These 

meetings are an excellent opportunity to 

meet fellow compatriots from all over the 

state and country.  The Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter was well represented at the 

annual meeting with past CASSAR 

Presidents Derek Brown and Stephen 

Renouf, and past Chapter Presidents Tim 

Ernst and Greg Owens.  I could not attend 

the entire weekend, though I was able to 

help staff the hospitality suite on 

Thursday night.  It was good that I had a 

night to reconnect with compatriots I 

have been fortunate to meet at previous 

meetings. 

 Since the last president’s notes, 

Glenn Martin resigned as chapter 

president.  The chapter bylaws lay out the 

line of succession because there is no 

chapter vice president.  After others had 

President’s Notes 
Greg Owens receives the Meritorious Service Medal from President Shurtz 



 Gunpowder Incident in 

Williamsburg, Virginia, on April 20, 

1775.  In 1774, the port of Boston 

was closed and occupied by the 

British, and the Massachusetts 

Assembly was disbanded.  In 

September 1774, the First 

Continental Congress met with 

representatives from twelve 

colonies, and drafted a joint 

response.  They suggested colonies 

organize their militias, and store 

arms and ammunition in the event 

of war.  As Congress was meeting, 

the Royal Governor of 

Massachusetts, General Thomas 

Gage, confiscated the gunpowder 

stored in Charlestown, which 

resulted in militias from New 

England marching on Boston.  No 

one was injured in the seizure, and 

the furor died down.  Virginia 

organized militia companies, and 

stored their gunpowder in the public 

powder magazine in Williamsburg.   

 After Patrick Henry’s “Give 

Me Liberty, or Give Me Death” 

speech in March 1775, Royal 

Governor John Murray of Virginia 

was moved to action.  On April 19, 

1775, Governor Murray covertly 

brought 20 British marines ashore, 

and ordered them to seize the 

gunpowder held in Williamsburg the 

following night.  When the marines 

began removing the gunpowder 

from the magazine, they were 

detected and citizens sounded the 

alarm.  Peyton Randolph, the first 

President of the Continental 

Congress, had to persuade the angry 

crowd not to burn the governor’s 

mansion down.  The local council 

demanded the return of the 

gunpowder, as it belonged to them, 

not the royal government; however, 

passed on accepting the presidency, 

the role of chapter president fell to 

me, and I agreed to step back into 

the role for the remainder of the 

2024 term.  I speak for the entire 

chapter when I wish Glenn all the 

best.    

 This month, we are 

privileged to host Trish Beirne, the 

Emergency & Volunteer Services 

manager for the City of Concord 

Police Department.  Trish will share 

a presentation on the City of 

Concord’s Community Emergency 

Response Team (CERT), a program 

that trains and certifies volunteers 

on disaster preparedness.  This 

presentation will happen on May 

18th at The Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord.  

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its regular 

monthly meeting on Saturday, April 

16, 2024, at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  We 

had 22 members and guests in the 

meeting, and one on Zoom.   

 President Dan Shurtz called 

the meeting to order.  We were 

pleased to have our chapter SAR 

brochure contest winner, Joanna 

Moser of Walnut Creek Intermediate 

School, present.  She also won the 

state competition, and will be 

competing in the national 

competition in July in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania.  We wish her the best! 

Registrar Derek Brown read the 

America 250 Minute from a post by 

Past PG Jack Manning on the 
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Governor Murray responded by 

claiming it was being held in a safe 

place due to rumors of a slave 

uprising.  The angry crowd 

dispersed.  Word spread outside of 

Williamsburg, and militia groups 

gathered for action against the royal 

governor.  Governor John Murray 

responded by threatening to burn 

Williamsburg to the ground, and 

release all the slaves in the colony.   

 In May, about 150 men from 

Hanover County under the 

leadership of Patrick Henry marched 

on Williamsburg.  A battle was 

averted when Carter Braxton 

convinced Governor Murray to pay 

£330 for the gunpowder that was 

confiscated.  The Gunpowder 

Incident occurred the day after the 

Battles of Lexington and Concord 

began the American Revolution, but 

before the news had reached 

Virginia.  Governor Murray feared 

for his safety, and he fled to a Navy 

ship on the York River, effectively 

ending royal government in Virginia.  

He attempted to reassert royal rule, 

but eventually fled permanently in 

August 1776. 

 Derek Brown gave the 

registrar’s report – 2 new member 

applications have been approved so 

far this year.  There are 6 

applications awaiting approval at 

National, with another 3 

applications being sent to National, 

and an additional 30 in various 

stages of preparedness.  One of the 

applications at National was pended 

in November 2023, and Derek is 

working on that.   

 President Dan Shurtz 

presented awards for the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter: Bob Vernagallo 

received the Bronze Good 

the Pacific Theater, and was present 

for the invasions of Peleliu, Angaur, 

and Hollandia.  On February 19, 

1945, he landed on Iwo Jima several 

hours after the first wave of Marines 

landed.  Four days later, he heard a 

flag was being raised on Mount 

Suribachi, so he and two soldiers set 

out on the 550-foot climb to the top 

of Mount Suribachi, and it took 

them half an hour, being careful not 

to step on any Japanese land mines, 

which were still being cleared.  

Combat with the Japanese 

continued on Iwo Jima through 

March 1945, claiming 7,000 

Americans, and 20,000 Japanese 

lives.   

 On the way up, he met Louis 

Lowery, a photographer for 

Leatherneck, who informed him that 

he had already taken a photograph 

of the raising of the flag atop Mount 

Suribachi.  Lowery was descending 

because a Japanese grenade had 

damaged his camera.  He 

encouraged Rosenthal to go to the 

top for the view.   

 When Rosenthal arrived at 

the top of Mount Suribachi, the 

military was deciding where to place 

a larger US flag atop the mountain 

that could be viewed from offshore.  

Citizenship Medal, Derek Brown 

received the Bronze Henry Knox 

Medal, and Greg Owens received 

the Bronze Meritorious Service 

Medal.  Greg Owens will present the 

SAR ROTC Medal to three cadets at 

UC Berkeley on May 3, and Dan 

Shurtz will present the SAR JROTC 

Medal to a cadet at Heritage High 

School in Brentwood on May 9.  

 Following lunch, President 

Shurtz introduced Tom Graves, an 

author, historian and photographer.  

He spoke on US Army military 

photographer Joe Rosenthal (1911-

2006), who took the iconic 

photograph of six US Marines raising 

the US Flag on Mount Suribachi, Iwo 

Jima, on February 23, 1945 during 

World War II.  This was the first time 

a foreign flag flew over Japanese 

soil.  This is possibly one of the most 

recognized photographs in history.   

 Joe Rosenthal was born in 

Washington, DC, in 1911, the son of 

Russian Jewish immigrants.  He 

converted to Roman Catholicism as 

a young boy.  After graduating from 

high school, he began his career as a 

photographer for the San Francisco 

News in 1932.  After the attack on 

Pearl Harbor, Rosenthal was 

classified 4-F (unfit for military 

service) due to his poor eyesight.  In 

1943, a friend was able to waive the 

eye test, and Rosenthal spent a year 

as a warrant officer for the US 

Maritime Service, photographing 

shipboard life in Europe and North 

Africa.   

 In 1944, he was credentialed 

by the Associated Press (AP) as a 

war photographer.  He was sent to 



Rosenthal was too short to get the 

picture, so the Marines waited until 

he piled up rocks and sandbags on 

top of a bunker.  As they planted the 

larger flag, Rosenthal captured the 

moment on his Speed Graphic 

camera. 

 Rosenthal sent his picture of 

the flag raising, as well as a staged 

picture showing a group of soldiers 

cheering in front of the flag, to the 

AP Bureau on Guam, not realizing 

the importance of his photo.  The 

photo of the flag raising appeared 

on the front page of almost every 

newspaper, and was an important 

symbol of victory to a war-weary 

population.  He was praised by his 

bosses, but was unsure which 

photograph they were praising.  A 

reporter asked him if it was staged, 

and he replied it was, thinking they 

T he May regular meeting will 

be held at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord on Saturday, 

May 18, 2024, at Noon.  For those 

compatriots not able to attend in 

person, we will have a concurrent 

Zoom Meeting available.   

 The meeting will feature 

Trish Beirne, the Emergency & 

Volunteer Services Manager for the 

City of Concord.  She will discuss 

Concord’s Community Emergency 

Response Team (CERT). The CERT 

program educates volunteers about 

disaster preparedness, and trains 

them in basic disaster response 

skills.  Please join us for an 

entertaining presentation! 

T he Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

was represented at the 

CASSAR Annual Meeting in 

Burlingame on April 25-27 by Past 

State Presidents Stephen Renouf 

and Derek Brown, and by Past 

Chapter Presidents Greg Owens and 

Tim Ernst. 

 The Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter was recognized with a best 

chapter certificate.  At the Inaugural 

Banquet, Janet Brown was awarded 

the Oak Leaf Cluster for the Martha 

Washington Medal.  Stephen Renouf 

and Dan Shurtz were awarded the 

Silver Roger Sherman Medal.  Greg 

Owens and Dan Shurtz were 

presented with the SAR Certificate 

of Appreciation for helping out in 

the hospitality room.  

 Don Littlefield, an Associate 

Member of the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter, was installed as President 

of the California Society. 

were referring to the photo of the 

servicemen cheering the flag.  This 

started the rumor that the flag 

raising photo was staged, which was 

fanned by Lowery, whose picture of 

the first flag raising was largely 

forgotten.  Rosenthal was finally 

exonerated of claims of the photo 

being staged by a color film taken by 

Marine Sergeant William Genaust of 

the second flag raising. 

 Joe Rosenthal won the 

Pulitzer Prize in 1945 for his 

photograph of Raising the Flag on 

Iwo Jima.  He was offered to run AP 

bureaus in Europe, but he declined 

and spent 35 years as a general 

assistant photographer for the San 

Francisco Chronicle.  Rosenthal died 

on August 22, 2006 in Novato, 

California, at the age of 94. 

 Tom Graves displayed 

images of the two 48-star US flags 

raised on Mount Suribachi.  In 1956, 

the photograph was the model for 

the US Marine Corps War Memorial 

at Arlington National Cemetery.  

President Shurtz presented the SAR 

Certificate of Appreciation to Tom 

Graves for his patriotic presentation. 

 President Shurtz conducted 

the raffle for a free meal at the next 

meeting, and Brochure Contest 

Winner Joanna Moser won.  Rather 

than have her attend another 

chapter meeting for her free meal, 

the chapter will present her with a 

$25 gift certificate to the Old 

Spaghetti Factory so she can collect 

her free meal at her own 

convenience.  President Shurtz 

adjourned the meeting .   

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

President Shurtz presents the SAR 
Certificate of Appreciation to Tom 

Graves for his presentation 

May Meeting 

CASSAR Meeting 



New California Society Officers are Installed for 2024-25 

Derek Brown Receives Certificate for the Thomas Jefferson Chapter in Best Chapter Contest 



Thomas Jefferson, Stephen Renouf, PG John Dodd, Greg Owens, and Tim Ernst 

Don Littlefield in Installed as President of the California Society by President General John Dodd 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti       Ravioli      Fettuccini        Chicken        Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti       Ravioli      Fettuccini        Chicken        Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti       Ravioli      Fettuccini        Chicken        Lasagna  

MAY 2024 

Deadline: 15 May 2024 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, Ravioli, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$25 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, May 18, 2024 

 

Programme:  

Trish Beirne, Emergency & Volunteer Services Manager for the City of Concord.  Trish Beirne will 
discuss Concord’s Community Emergency Response Team (CERT). The CERT program educates 
volunteers about disaster preparedness, and trains them in basic disaster response skills.  Come 
join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“A general dissolution of principles and manners will 
more surely overthrow the liberties of America than the 
whole force of the common enemy. While the people 
are virtuous they cannot be subdued; but when once 
they lose their virtue then will be ready to surrender 
their liberties to the first external or internal invader.” 

                 — Samuel Adams 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  https://www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman 


