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M y Fellow Compatriots, I want 

to welcome back the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter compatriots 

from our summer break.  I hope you all 

had a great summer. 

 Over the break, I was honored 

and privileged to represent our chapter 

at the funeral of Vallejo-native PFC 

Marcus Engesser (April 3, 1921 – 

November 4, 1942).  Private Engesser 

enlisted in the US Army before the 

outbreak of World War II, and was 

stationed in the Philippines at the outset 

of the war.  In the spring of 1942, the 

Imperial Japanese Army captured his 

company, and he was forced on the 

Bataan Death March.  Private Engesser 

survived the march, but then passed 

away soon after from his injuries in the 

infamous Cabanatuan POW camp.  

Engesser was buried in a mass grave.  

 In 2018, Private Engesser’s 

remains were exhumed and repatriated 

by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting 

Agency (DPAA), and they were eventually 

able to identify Private Engesser through 

DNA provided by his sister, Elise Thomson 

of Benecia.  Once Private Engesser was 

positively identified, his remains were 

released to the family, and he was laid to 

rest with full military honors on July 20 in 

Vallejo, next to his mother.  State 

President Don Littlefield and I relayed our 

condolences to Private Engesser’s sister 

and the extended family.  The family 

appreciated that the Sons of the 

American Revolution attended to pay 

respects to their beloved hero.  

 Also, during the summer break, 

our very own Derek Brown received the 

Minuteman Award at Congress in 

Lancaster, PA.  The Minuteman Award is 

the highest honor bestowed by the Sons 

President’s Notes 
CERT Manager Trish Beirne, and volunteers Randy Kelly and Haseeb Taufiq. 



 and state level Essay Contest) and 

his mother. 

 Registrar Brown announced 

we had six new members approved 

in May, and three more applications 

were sent in to National.  He is 

working on 32 other applications. 

Registrar Brown announced that the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter was 

recognized as an outstanding 

chapter at the April CASSAR Annual 

Meeting in Burlingame. 

 Medals & Awards Chairman 

Derek Brown presented the SAR War 

Service Medal to Compatriot David 

King, who served in the US Navy and 

the US Naval Reserve during the 

Vietnam War. 

 After lunch, Past President 

Owens introduced Trish Beirne, the 

Emergency & Volunteer Services 

Manager for the City of Concord.  

She is the manager for Concord’s 

Community Emergency Response 

Team (CERT).  She brought two 

volunteers, Randy Kelly and Haseeb 

Taufiq, to help her distribute 

materials to us.   

 Ms. Beirne said she was 

born and raised in Ireland, and lived 

in Amsterdam and London before 

coming to America 20 years ago.  

She said the CERT program educates 

volunteers about disaster 

preparedness, and trains them in 

basic disaster response skills.  She 

said disaster preparedness is very 

important as there is a 72% chance 

of a 6.7-magnitude earthquake in 

the Bay Area in the next 20 years.  In 

addition to that, the State of 

California continues to face cycles of 

drought and wild fires in the future. 

 Ms. Beirne said there are 

several steps people can take to be 

prepared for disasters.  One, every 

of the American Revolution.  Only six 

individuals receive this honor per 

year.  Most chapters are fortunate 

to have one Minuteman as an active 

member – the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter has two Minuteman Award 

winners: Stephen Renouf is our 

other Minuteman.  We send our 

congratulations to Derek.  

 This month, we are 

privileged to have Rear Admiral 

Michael Baker, MC, USN (Ret) as our 

speaker. I look forward to seeing 

you there!  

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its regular 

monthly meeting on Saturday, May 

18, 2024, at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord, California.  We 

had 16 members and guests in the 

meeting, and three on Zoom.   

 In the absence of President 

Dan Shurtz, Past President Greg 

Owens called the meeting to order.  

Past President Owens introduced 

our guests: Robert Ebert (past VPG 

and past CASSAR President, and a 

member of San Francisco Chapter), 

Derek Brown (VPG International 

District, past inspector general, past 

chapter and state president, and 

chapter registrar), Stephen Renouf 

(past VPG, past CASSAR president, 

CASSAR Invested Funds Trustee 

(chairman), and chapter secretary/

treasurer), DAR members (Kay Ernst 

and Pat Everette), Tim Ernst (past 

president), Trish Beirne and two 

volunteers from CERT, and Sarith 

Narasimha (winner of the chapter 
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family should have a plan of where 

to meet after a disaster, so the 

family can reunite.  They should also 

have a person out of their area that 

everyone calls if disaster strikes, so 

they can coordinate reuniting.  Two, 

every family should register for 

emergency alerts, and know your 

evacuation zone.  Emergency alerts 

can be sent to your phone via text 

message to alert you to emergencies 

in your zone.  For Contra Costa 

County, go to Cwsalerts.com/know-

your-zone, and for Alameda County: 

www.acgov.org/emergencysite/

documents/ACAlertSignUp.pdf  

To check your evacuation zone for 

either county, you can go to 

www.protect.genasys.com and 

enter your address into the search 

bar.  You can check the status of 

your area at any time.  Three, you 

should have a go-bag ready with 

copies of important documents, 

clothing, medication, jackets, backup 

batteries/chargers, and other items 

you want to take with you in the 

event you are told to evacuate.  You 

should have copies of your 

insurance policies in case you need 

to make a claim.  Pictures of 

documents can be taken with your 

smartphone, and stored as favorites 

for easy recall.  You should also have 

a go-bag for your pet.  Four, you 

should have a stay-box, with food 

and water for 3-5 days.  Often, it 

takes several days for first 

responders to get to victims, and 

you need to survive on your own 

until help arrives.  Food should be 

low-salt, without a need to cook.  

You should have 3 gallons of water 

per person per day.  The food and 

water should be rotated out every 

six months.  Five, you should be sure 

threatening situations, and others 

can be self-sufficient until resources 

become available for them.  Past 

President Owens thanked Trish 

Beirne for her informative 

presentation. 

 Ladies Auxiliary member Pat 

Everette noted that Memorial Day is 

quickly approaching.  She said on 

April 26, 1865, Confederate ladies in 

Columbus, Georgia, placed flowers 

on the graves of Confederate and 

Union soldiers who died in the war.  

Other such Decoration Day 

ceremonies followed, and one was 

witnessed by Mary S. Cunningham 

Logan at a cemetery in Virginia.  She 

told her husband, Maj. General John 

A. Logan, who officially declared 

May 30 as a national Memorial Day 

in 1868.  It was noted that today is 

Armed Forces Day, established in 

1949 to honor military members and 

their families.  VPG Derek Brown 

noted that registration for the July 

SAR Annual Congress in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania, is now open.  The Fall 

Leadership Meeting in Louisville will 

be October 24, 2024, and the Spring 

Leadership Meeting will be February 

25, 2025.  He encouraged members 

to enroll their fathers, sons, 

nephews, and cousins into the Sons 

of the American Revolution.  In the 

decade of the 250th anniversary of 

the American Revolution, we should 

push to get more members. 

 Registrar Derek Brown read 

the America 250 Minute from a post 

by Past PG Jack Manning on the 

Mischianza (Italian for “medley”), 

the largest and most extravagant 

celebration the colonies had ever 

seen to that time.  It was held on 

May 18, 1778, by Captain John 

Andre and several other officers in 

your friends and neighbors are 

prepared for disaster. 

 Ms. Beirne spoke about the 

Community Emergency Response 

Team (CERT) Program.  She said, in a 

disaster, most people tend to be 

rescued by community members 

rather than first responders.  Some 

people lose their lives trying to 

rescue others.  The CERT training 

program seeks to train community 

members to safely do simple 

rescues.  The program offers classes 

two times per year.  The classes are 

over three weekends – 25 hours of 

training.  They teach about the 

Incident Command System, disaster 

preparedness, disaster medical basic 

first aide, basic fire training, and pet 

preparedness.  During the Hurricane 

Katrina disaster, there was a viral 

video showing a pet being ripped 

from the arms of a child and being 

set loose because emergency 

services would not take pets.  

People vowed that situations like 

that should never happen, so cities 

now must open shelters for pets so 

people do not have to decide 

between riding out a disaster with a 

pet or being evacuated to a safe 

location and losing their pet.  She 

recommended having photos of 

your pets with your family to 

facilitate reunion at shelters.  She 

said disasters not only bring out 

heroes, but also looters and 

scammers.  Photos can help prove 

who is the real owner of pets, in the 

event of multiple claims.  The goal of 

the CERT program is to prepare the 

community for a disaster, so first 

responders can focus on life-



honor of British General Sir William 

Howe, Commander-in-Chief of 

British forces in America, who had 

just resigned.  The officers organized 

and paid for the grand affair.   

 General Howe had served at 

the Battle of Bunker Hill, and led the 

British invasion of New York.  

Despite capturing New York and 

Philadelphia, Howe had failed to 

defeat General Washington’s 

Continental Army.  Amid criticisms, 

Howe resigned in late 1777, and he 

was informed his resignation was 

accepted in April 1778.  Despite the 

criticisms of his lack of a decisive 

victory, he was very well liked by his 

men. 

 Captain Andre was not only 

a soldier, but was also an artist, poet 

and singer.  He painted murals, 

designed the tickets, ordered the 

food, and built a ballroom banquet 

hall and bleachers.  The Mischianza 

commenced with a regatta sailing 

from Philadelphia down the 

Delaware River.  The ships landed 

south of Philadelphia at Walnut 

Grove, the mansion of merchant 

Joseph Wharton, where jousts were 

held, as 12 knights fought for the 

hands of the daughters of prominent 

citizens.  The procession continued 

to the ballroom, for musical 

entertainment, and finally secret 

doors were opened to reveal the 

banquet hall.  Later in the evening, 

the guests watched fireworks, and 

danced and drank into the morning. 

 A few days later, Howe 

sailed for England, where he faced 

an inquiry by Parliament.  The 

opulent Mischianza was criticized by 

Tories and Patriots for being 

extravagant, especially considering 

the lack of victory, and the 

morale and conditions in Ukraine 

during the current conflict.  He will 

explain how the conflict relates to 

other problem regions.  Please join 

us for an informative presentation! 

M y fellow compatriots, the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

will turn 100 years old next October.  

This momentous occasion deserves 

celebration, so we are forming a 

committee to plan this event.  We 

are looking for volunteers to assist 

with the planning.  

 In the initial phase, we will 

collaboratively determine when and 

where we will hold this event.  Once 

this is decided, we will proceed with 

the actual planning of the event, 

where your input and ideas will be 

crucial.  If you would like to be a part 

of this celebration, please reach out 

to me.  I look forward to hearing 

from you. 

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

was represented at the SAR 

Annual Congress in Lancaster, PA, on 

July 10-16 by Secretary/Treasurer 

Stephen Renouf, Registrar Derek 

Brown, and Dual Member Dr. John 

Fulwider. 

 The Congress narrowly 

approved by a vote of 127-124 a 

proposal to increase the New 

Member, Junior Member, and 

Supplemental Application Fees from 

$100 to $150 effective with 

applications postmarked September 

1, 2024.   

 PG John Dodd turned over 

the gavel to incoming President 

General Addington.  

starvation occurring around 

Philadelphia (including Washington’s 

Army at Valley Forge).  The 

Mischianza showed the British 

officers were more concerned with 

titles, promotions, and spectacle 

than they were with winning battles. 

 Past President Owens read 

proposed bylaws amendments for 

Article IV, Section 1, to remove the 

office of Membership Chairman, and 

replace it with Sergeant-At-Arms; 

and Article V, Section 9, to remove 

the duties of Membership Chairman, 

and add the duties of Sergeant-At-

Arms (Sergeant-At-Arms shall have 

custody of the chapter flags, and 

shall bring the flags to chapter 

meetings as required).  The 

proposed bylaws amendments will 

be voted upon at the next chapter 

meeting on September 21, 2024. 

 Past President Owens 

adjourned the meeting at 1:51PM. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he September regular meeting 

will be held at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on 

Saturday, September 21, 2024, at 

Noon.  For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting 

available.   

 The meeting will feature 

Rear Admiral Mike Baker, MC, USN 

(Ret).  Admiral Baker has completed 

five tours teaching Advanced 

Trauma Life Support in Ukraine.  He 

will review the history and 

geography of Central Europe/

Ukraine, and give his insight into the 

September Meeting 

SAR Annual Congress 

TJ 100th Anniversary 



SAR Chapter and State Essay Contest Winner Sarith Narasimha and his mother. 

Compatriot David King receives the SAR War Service Medal from Awards Chairman Brown. 



CASSAR Pres. Littlefield and TJ Pres. Dan Shurtz welcome home remains of PFC Marcus Rngesser (WWII). 

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter received the Outstanding Chapter Award for 2023 from CASSAR in April. 



Secretary Stephen Renouf receives the SAR 30-Year Membership Pin from PG John Dodd at Congress. 

CASSAR Hospitality Room at Congress in Lancaster, PA. 



Secretary Stephen Renouf receives the SAR Gold Henry Knox Medal from PG John Dodd at Congress. 

President General John Dodd installs Derek Brown as a Minuteman in the Class of 2024. 



PG John Dodd dedicates SAR Bench at Washington Memorial Chapel at Valley Forge, PA. 

Secretary Renouf on Tour of Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. 



TJ Chapter at Congress: Dr. John and Pam Fulwider, Stephen and Joy Renouf, and Derek and Janet Brown. 

Secretary Renouf with President General John Dodd, Karen Dodd and Lacy Dodd. 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Deadline: 19 September 2024 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$30 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, September 21, 2024 

 

Programme:  

Rear Admiral Mike Baker, MC, USN (Ret).  Admiral Baker has completed five tours teaching 
Advanced Trauma Life Support in Ukraine.  He will review the history and geography of Central 
Europe/Ukraine, and give his insight into the morale and conditions in Ukraine during the current 
conflict.  He will explain how the conflict relates to other problem regions.  Come join us for a great 
meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“The history of failure in war can almost always be 
summed up in two words: ‘Too late.’ Too late in 
comprehending the deadly purpose of a potential 
enemy; too late in realizing the mortal danger; too late 
in preparedness; too late in uniting all possible forces 
for resistance.” 

                 — General Douglas MacArthur 
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