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My Fellow Compatriots, | want
to welcome back the

Thomas Jefferson Chapter compatriots

from our extended summer break. | hope
you all had a great summer.

Over the break, | was honored
and privileged to represent our chapter
and state society at several events. The
most memorable was a 100th birthday
celebration on July 5th for WWIlI USMC
Raider and Iwo Jima Survivor Corporal
Frank Wright. Corporal Wright was 16
when the attack on Pearl Harbor
occurred, and he decided on that day
that he would enlist in the Marine Corps.
The trouble was that he was too young
and too small. He circumvented these
two impediments by lying about his age
and stuffing his clothes with five pounds
of bananas, allowing him to meet the
minimum weight requirement.

Professor Mark Hull receives SAR America 250 Pin from President Shurtz.

Once he graduated from basic training,
Corporal Wright volunteered to join the
4th Marine Raiders, which was under the
command of James Roosevelt, the eldest
son of President Franklin Roosevelt. His
regiment was deployed to the South
Pacific and would ultimately engage in
numerous battles, including those at
Guadalcanal and Iwo Jima. Corporal
Wright was injured in both of these
battles, including being impaled with a
bayonet by a Japanese soldier at lwo
Jima. He even witnessed the famous Flag
Raising on lwo Jima.

Corporal Wright is also a SAR
Compatriot in the Delta Chapter. On
August 31st at Camp Pendleton, the
Commandant of the Marines promoted
Compatriot Wright to Sergeant—a well-
deserved honor for an American hero.

In October, the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter is turning 100, and we are
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celebrating this milestone with a
Boundary Oaks Golf
Course. The board and | have been

dinner at

working diligently to make this
dinner a memorable event, and we
expect a nice turnout. However, the
turnout from Thomas Jefferson
compatriots has been anemic, to say
the least, with the vast majority of
attendees coming from other SAR
Chapters, including state officers
from Southern California, as well as
our DAR sisters. If you are local and
able to attend, | ask that you make
the effort.

100 once.

After all, we only turn

— Dan Shurtz, President

Secretary’s Notes

Thomas Jefferson
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Chapter
meeting on Saturday, June 21, 2025,
at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
California, with 21
members and guests.

held a special

Concord,

Shurtz
introduced our VIPs and guests: Past
VPG Derek Brown, Past VPG Stephen
Renouf, Past VPG Bob Ebert, new
Degen, DAR
members Pat Everette and Maggie

President Dan

member Thomas
Kane, and guest speaker Professor
Mark Hull and his wife Heidi Hull.
President Shurtz
Thomas E. Degen of Vacaville into
the Sons of the
Revolution.

inducted

American
He descends from
Wendel
private in the

patriot ancestor Fockler
(1746-1816), a
Pennsylvania Militia serving under
Captains John Rutherford and Hugh
Robinson. Wendel Fockler, who was

born in Germany, married Christina

Ranck around 1767, and died around
1816 in Lower Paxton Township,
Dauphin County, PA.

President Shurtz presented
the SAR America 250 Minute. On
June 17, 1775, the first major battle
of the Revolutionary War, the Battle
of Bunker Hill, took place on the
Charlestown Peninsula, located
across the Charles River from Boston
proper. On June 16th, Colonel
William Prescott was tasked with
fortifying Bunker Hill, and he lead
1,200 men onto the Charlestown
Peninsula  for that purpose;
however, for some reason never
fully explained, he decided to fortify
the next hill over, Breed’s Hill, where
the battle of “Bunker Hill” actually
took place.

In the early morning hours
of June 17, the British discovered
that the American colonials had
begun building a fortification on
Breed’s Hill.
ordered General William Howe to

General Thomas Gage

dislodge the Americans. General
Howe took around 1,500 troops with
him to confront the Americans, who
were outnumbered and outgunned,
but held the high ground.

Once the British began the
attack, they were met with stiff
opposition. It would take the British
three attempts to overtake Breed’s
Hill and win the costly battle. But
the British suffered 1,054 casualties
versus only 450 for the Americans.
Unfortunately for the Americans, Dr.
Joseph Warren was killed in the
Battle of Bunker Hill.
opinions of other officers, General

Despite the

Warren desired to fight on the front
lines as a private with the militia,
and lost his life heroically in the
successful third British attempt to

Page 2

Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman



take Breed’s Hill.  Col.
allegedly gave his “Don’t fire until

Prescott

you see the whites of their eyes”
order during the battle.

All people attending the
chapter meeting earned 3 points
towards the SAR America 250
Medal.

President Shurtz presented
chapter color guard certificates to
Glenn Martin and Jeffrey Nibert for
serving in the color guard at the
April 19 DAR District IV Meeting.
Derek Brown presented Greg Owens
with the SAR George Washington
Fellows Pin for his $1,000 donation

to the George  Washington
Education Fund. Anyone can
become a George Washington

Fellow — you do not need to be an
SAR compatriot.

President Shurtz introduced
our guest speaker, Professor Mark
Hull. He received his doctorate from
University College Cork in Ireland,
Doctorate from

and his Juris

Cumberland School of Law in
Birmingham, Alabama. Professor
Hull teaches history, and
international criminal and military

law at the US Army Command and

General Staff College at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas. He is an
elected Fellow of the Royal

Historical Society, a Distinguished
Fellow at the Consortium for the
Research and Study of the Holocaust
and the Law, and a Fellow with the
National Institute of Military Justice.
He has published books and articles
on various topics, including the trial
“Fatty” Arbuckle, the
cousin of our Compatriot Thomas
Arbuckle.
the life and trial of GroBadmiral Karl

of Roscoe

Professor Hull spoke on

Donitz of the German Kriegsmarine.

Karl Donitz  was an
experienced, intelligent submarine
commander in World War |. His
submarine sank a convoy ship while
on patrol near Malta in 1918. He
Rudeltaktik
“wolfpack” strategy of submarines
operating greater
efficiency. He was captured as a

formulated the

in groups for

prisoner of war by the British while
In World War
Il, he was the supreme commander
of the
forces.

commanding UB-68.
Kriegsmarine submarine
In 1943, he was named
grand admiral and commander-in-
chief of the German Navy, after the
resignation of Grand Admiral Erich
1945,
Adolph Hitler committed suicide in

Raeder. In  April Flhrer
his bunker in Berlin. Hitler, who had
combined the offices of president
and chancellor under the title of
fiihrer, decided to split the offices
after his death.
was named chancellor and Donitz
was named president (head of state)

and supreme commander of the

Joseph Goebbels

armed forces. Donitz ordered the
submarine crews to be mobilized as
ground troops, and had them march
to Berlin to save Germany, believing
the war was not yet lost. However,
on May 7, 1945, President Donitz
ordered Wehrmacht chief of staff
Alfred Jodl to sign the instruments of
surrender in Reims, France.

Professor Hull noted
submarines were used in World War
| for a war of attrition — if you can
destroy enemy ships faster than
they can replace them, you will win
This was the first

war in which submarines were used

the war at sea.

in this capacity. There was a
question of whether submarines
should follow the traditional rules of
the sea. In 1915, German submarine
U-20 torpedoed the RMS Lusitania
off of the southern coast of Ireland,
resulting in almost 1,200 civilian
deaths,

The world was outraged over the

including 100 Americans.

attack on a civilian passenger liner,
although she was carrying small
ammunition, and was listed as a
armed merchant cruiser. It turned
world opinion
suspended
warfare as a result, and did not bring
it back until the end of the war, but

it was too late to save them. In the

against Germany.

Germany submarine

Treaty of Versailles, Germany was
prohibited from having submarines.

In the interwar years, the
world community was horrified by
the carnage of World War |, and
there were several naval treaties to
restrict the excesses of war, and
naively attempt to prohibit the use
of war as an instrument of foreign
policy. The Second London Naval
Treaty of 1936 prohibited sinking
civilian ships without warning. A
submarine had to surface, stop the
ship/fire a warning shot, inspect the
ship for contraband, and if found,
could sink the ship, but had to take
the crew to a neutral port. Officers
trained in the interwar period were
instructed in these treaties.

World War |l
began on September 1, 1939. Two

in Europe

days later, the passenger ship SS
Athenia was sunk by the German
submarine U-30 off the
western coast of Ireland, killing 117

north

passengers and crew. This was seen
as a war crime, and the Germans
initially denied that they were

OCTOBER 2025
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responsible. The sub commander
lied, and Grand Admiral
ordered the ship’s log to be falsified.

In late 1939, DOnitz issued
War Order No. 154, ordering the
Navy to not rescue survivors. This

Raeder

was in direct violation of the Second
London Naval Treaty. Despite this
order, some commanders ignored it,
and attempted to rescue survivors.
In September 1942, the German
submarine U-156 torpedoed the
troopship RMS Laconia off of
Ascension Island. The ship was
carrying British soldiers and nurses,
Polish soldiers, 80 civilians and 1,800
Italian prisoners of war. The U-156
captain surfaced and attempted to
rescue the survivors, and called on
two other subs to assist. German
subs were very small, and the sailors
were in cramped conditions, with
few supplies. The rescued were
the topside of the

surfaced submarines, and they set

placed on

course for the African Coast. The
next day, they were sighted by
American bombers, and despite
seeing the prominent Red Cross
flags, they fired upon the rescue
operations. The Germans ordered
the subs to dive, and the survivors
were abandoned. Vichy French
ships rescued a little over 1,000 of
the 1,500 who survived the sinking
of the Laconia—over 1,600 died. In
response, Donitz issued the Laconia
Order, prohibiting the rescuing of
shipwreck survivors.

Following Germany’s defeat
in World War Il, the Allied Powers
held the International Military
(IMT) in Nuremberg to

prosecute major criminals of the

Tribunal

Nazi Regime. There were 24

defendants because they had 24

chairs in the courtroom for the
accused. The number dropped to 22
and a case of

after a suicide,

mistaken identity. Nineteen were
convicted (12 receiving the death
penalty), and 3 were acquitted.

President Donitz was taken
prisoner by the Allies, and tried at
Nuremberg. The prosecution
produced a witness regarding War
Order No. 154 and the Laconia
Order, which prohibited the rescue
of survivors. His defense attorney
asked the witness if he knew of any
cases in which survivors were not
rescued, and he had to admit he
knew of none.

Donitz joined the Nazi Party
in February 1944, and was awarded
the Golden Party Badge for his
loyalty to the party later in 1944. He
was a fervent supporter of Adolph
Hitler, but claimed to be unaware of
the Holocaust. A speech later
surfaced in the 1970’s that Heinrich
Himmler gave in Posen, Poland in
1943 that was attended by Donitz, in
which

murder of European Jews.

discussed the
So, his
claims that he was unaware were

Himmler

lies. Due to his influence over the

Navy, no naval officers were
involved in the plot to kill Hitler.
Donitz was accused of using
unrestricted war on merchant ships,
but Donitz claimed that submarines
were a new weapon, and it was not
practical to apply the laws of the sea
to them. When they were on the
surface, they were sitting ducks, and
had no room for passengers. US
Admiral Nimitz noted the Americans

did the same thing in the Pacific as

He stated if DOnitz
was guilty, so were the Americans,

the Germans.

and Donitz was acquitted on that
count.

Donitz was convicted of
waging a war of aggression, and
crimes against the laws of war. He
was sentenced to 10 years in
Spandau Prison in West Berlin, and
was unrepentant. After his release,
he lived in West Germany, and
wrote two books, including his
memoirs, Ten Years and Twenty
Days, regarding his ten years as a
submarine commander, and twenty
days as president of Germany. He
said the Nazi regime was a product
of its times, and the dictatorship was
a flawed form of government that
led to the Nazi crimes. He claimed
he always acted in duty to Germany.
Shurtz thanked
Professor Hull for his thought-
provoking presentation on Grand
Admiral Donitz. President Shurtz
noted that he has visited the

Nuremberg Museum / Courthouse.

President

Pat Everette announced that
the Anne Loucks Chapter DAR will be
holding their 100th anniversary in 2
years.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

I00th Anniversary

/ | ‘he 100th Anniversary Dinner
Meeting will be held at The

Boundary Oak Golf Course in Walnut

Creek on Saturday, October 11,

2025, at 5:30PM.

The meeting will feature
Jason Giaimo and the Young
American Patriots Fife & Drum

Corps.

Please join us to support the
chapter with this special anniversary
meeting!
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New Compatriot Thomas Degen receives his membership certificate.

Compatriot Glenn Martin describes equipment of the Continental Army at Walnut Creek Intermediate School.
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President Shurtz and Registrar Brown present the George Washington Fellow Certificate to Greg Owens.

Glenn Martin and Jeff Nibert receive SAR Certificate for Color Guard from President Shurtz and Registrar Brown.
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OCTOBER 2025

RSARY CELEBRATION
Saturday, October 11, 2025

Boundary Oak,Golf Course

3800 Valley Vista Road, Walnut Creek, CA

100th

DAR)
00\4 &
5:30PM to 6:30PM— Q
Hosted Cocktail Hour

6:30PM to 9:30PM—
Dinner Meeting

Jason Giaimo and the Young American Patriots. Jason Giaimo and the Young American Patriots
Fife and Drum Corps will provide Revolutionary War Music for our 100th Anniversary Meeting. We
urge you to attend with family and friends to honor your patriot ancestors and to support the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter. Come join us for a great meeting!

Deadline: 8 October 2025 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at usina@aol.com

Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Number of people @ $100 per person  TOTAL REMITTED $

Guest: Hosted Cocktail Hour, Appetizers, Plated Dinner with Wine, & Anniversary Cake

Guest2: Entrée choice: Potato Crusted Cod Fillet OR Cabernet Braised Beef Short Ribs




Ruots of the Month

" It ie in vain, cir, to extenuate the matter. Centlemen may cry, Peace,
Peace - but there ic no peace. The war i¢ actually begun! The next gale
that sweepe from the north will bring to our ears the clach of resounding
arme! Our brethren are already in the field! Why ctand we here idle?

momg;:g;;gnséw What ic it that gentlemen wich’” What would they have le life co dear,

or peace ¢o cweet, ac to be purchaced at the price of chaing and
clavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! | know not what cource othere may
take; but ac for me, give me liberty or give me death!”

THOMAS JEFFERSON — Patrick Henry, March 258, 1775.
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