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President’s Notes

My Fellow Compatriots, as we
enter November and the

kickoff of the holiday season, | hope this

finds you well.

On October 11, 2025, the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter celebrated the 100th
anniversary of the founding of the
chapter at The Club House at the
Boundary Oak Golf Course in Walnut
Creek. It was a great evening, worthy of
celebrating 100 years as a chapter.

At the celebration dinner, we
were fortunate to have State President
John Ferris and his lovely wife, Ladies
Auxiliary President Liz Ferris, come up
from Orange County. Executive Vice
President Randy Dhindsa made the trip
up from Clovis. Also, Vice President
South Brandon Villardi and his wife, Kelly,
made the trip up from Torrance. It was

good to have the top three officers of the

2025 Chapter Officers Renouf, Brown, Shurtz, Silva & Owens.

state society take the time and effort to

help our chapter celebrate such a
momentous occasion.

The entertainment for the
evening was the Young American Patriots
Fife and Drum Corps (YAPs)
YAPs

lunch meeting in

from
Pleasanton. The previously
performed at our
January 2023, but only four members
that date. At the

celebration, the

attended on
anniversary entire
company of 16 made the trip, and as
always, they put on a great show.

There was also a discussion on
the history of the Thomas lJefferson
Chapter, led by past chapter president
and current chapter secretary Stephen
Renouf. And by Marston Watson, who
served as chapter president on two
different occasions, 1968-1970 & 1989-
1990, when we were known as the

Oakland Chapter. Both men had insight
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into our chapter's history that was
unknown to most of the compatriots
who attended the event, including
me. This institutional knowledge is
priceless, and | thank both Marston
and Stephen for keeping and sharing
this information with us. The
Thomas Jefferson Chapter has a
proud history with many
accomplished men who have been
compatriots over the years. It is up
to us to keep this flame burning
bright.

November is the month we
hold elections for the coming year.
We are fortunate to have a deep
pool of potential leaders in our
chapter. But you can never have
enough good candidates. If you
would like to honor your patriot
ancestor by serving a role in the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter, feel free
to reach out to me or any of the

chapter officers.

— Dan Shurtz, President

Secretary’s Notes

Thomas Jefferson

he
TChapter held a speciaIA

100th Anniversary Banquet Dinner
Meeting on Saturday, October 11,
2025, at the Boundary Oak Golf
Course in Walnut Creek, California.
We had 54 members and guests at
the meeting. All attendees received
a Thomas Jefferson Chapter 100th
Anniversary Challenge Coin, and a
commemorative glass.

From 5:30PM to 6:30PM, we
had an
appetizers (Spring Rolls, Crab Cakes,
Pulled Pork Sliders, and Ahi Poke on
Won Ton Chips).

open bar and passed

It was a great

chance for Compatriots to socialize
with one another, and with our state
Renouf

leadership. Secretary

provided a slide show of
photographs over the last 100 years
All of the chapter

in attendance were

of the chapter.
compatriots
represented in the photos, which
went all the way back to President
Charles Samuel Greene in 1925.

At 6:30PM, Don Littlefield
gave the Invocation, in the absence
of our chapter chaplain. Jason
Giaimo led the Young American
Patriot Fife & Drum Corps to open
the meeting. The Thomas Jefferson
Chapter Color Guard, consisting of
Derek Brown, Jeff Nibert, Tim Ernst,
and Glenn Martin, advanced the
colors, which was followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance (Brandon
Villardi), the SAR Mission Statement
(Randy Dhindsa), and the SAR Pledge
(John Ferris).

President Dan Shurtz called
the meeting to order, and
introduced our VIPs and guests:
Jason Giaimo and the Young
American Patriots, the Hon. Cindy
Silva (past Mayor of Walnut Creek),
the Hon. Jeff Nibert of the City of
Pleasanton, John Ferris (CASSAR
President), Marston Watson (NSSAR
VPG 1999 and Chapter President
1968-1970 & 1989-1990), Stephen
Renouf (NSSAR VPG 2010 & 2014
and Chapter President 1998-1999),
Robert Ebert (NSSAR VPG 2013),
Derek Brown (NSSAR VPG 2022 and
Chapter President 2012-2014), Don
Littlefield (Past CASSAR President
2020 & 2024), Randy Dhindsa
(CASSAR Executive VP), Brandon
Vilardi (CASSAR VP South), John
Dedo (President of SF Chapter),

William Nay (Past President of
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Redwood Empire Chapter), Tom
Silva (Chapter Vice President), Jeff
(Chapter
Chairman), Stephen Tucker (Chapter
President 2016), Tim Ernst (Chapter
President 2017-2019), Greg Owens
(Chapter  President 2019-2021),
Glenn Martin (Chapter President
2024), lill Zollinger (Regent, Jose
Maria Amador Chapter DAR), Janet
Brown (DAR), Kat Brown (DAR),
Victoria Ernst (DAR), Pat Everette
(DAR), Terrie Hawkinson (DAR),
Debbie Ruzicka (DAR), Kelly Villardi
(DAR), Kathy Watson (DAR), Liz
Ferris (CASSAR
President),

Brown Eagle Scout

Ladies Auxiliary

(Ladies
Auxiliary), and Erin Wong (Ladies
We then had a plated
banquet dinner, with Caesar Salad,
Cabernet Braised Short Ribs or
Potato Crusted Cod Fillet, and
Potato Au Gratin.

Following the meal,
President Shurtz presented the SAR
America 250 Minute. On September
14, 1787, George
Washington, tired from spending the

Joy Javellana

Auxiliary).

General

previous four months in Philadelphia
drafting a constitution for the
nascent nation, headed over to the
City Tavern. Located just four blocks
from Independence Hall, the City
Tavern was the unofficial watering
hole of the Framers during the
Constitutional Convention. The
purpose of this gathering was for a
going-away party hosted by “The
First Troop Philadelphia  City
The First Troop of the

Light Horse Brigade was a volunteer

Cavalry.”

cavalry that crossed the Delaware
River with General Washington on
Christmas Eve, and spent the winter
with him at Valley Forge. The First
Troop drank as hard as they fought.

During this party, the participants
consumed 54 bottles of Madera, 60
bottles of Claret, 8 bottles of
Whiskey, 22 bottles of Porter, 8
bottles of Cider, 12 bottles of Beer,
and 7 large bowls of Punch (it was
not Hawaiian Punch). Also some
Fruit, Relishes, and Olives for good
measure. All this for 55 men. The
total bill came to £89, four Shillings
and two Pence — equivalent to
approximately $16,000 in today’s
currency. The bill was paid by
Samuel Miles, a Quaker immigrant
from Wales. Three days later, on
1787,

formally accepted the Constitution.

September 17, delegates

This account is true. Professor
Lloyd of

University recently found a summary

Gordon Pepperdine

of this bill while doing research in
Philadelphia.
tab was to cover broken decanters

A portion of the bar

and glassware. All people attending
the meeting earned 3 points
the SAR America 250
Medal. You can

towards
submit an
application form for the Bronze
Medal for 25 points, the Silver
Medal for 60 points, and the Gold
Medal for 150 points.
patriotism by earning and wearing
the SAR America 250 medals!
President Shurtz introduced

Show your

our special guests, Jason Giaimo and
the Young American Patriots Fife &
Drum Corps (YAPs). They were
formed in March 2010 by three-time
competitive fife solo champion
Jason Giaimo. The YAPs are a non-
political, Revolutionary War Era
children’s parade band. They wear

the uniforms of General George

Washington’s Continental Army and
play the music of 1776. At their
lessons in Pleasanton, California, the
YAP kids learn the Three Pillars of
the organization: Music, Colonial
History, and Leadership. Now in
their 16th year, the YAPs have done
182 performances for audiences
around the state, and as far away as
Utah. These performances include
both the SAR and DAR State
Conventions,  Alameda
Six Flags
Kingdom, and the Moscone Center
for the US Olympic gymnastics team.

These Young Patriots are as far away

County

Fairgrounds, Discovery

from Lexington and Concord as you
can get - but they indeed prove that
the Spirit and Music of 1776 is alive
They delighted the
selection of

and well.
assembled with a
Revolutionary War Era songs and
music. Pat Everette presented a
framed picture of a patriotic eagle
that she created to Jason Giaimo to
thank him for the
presentation.
President Shurtz introduced
Past Chapter

Renouf for

wonderful

President Stephen
Anecdotes on our
Chapter History. He began by noting
the California Society SAR is older
than the National Society SAR -
being founded 150 years ago on
October 22, 1875 in Dr. Cogswell’s
Dental Office at 230 Kearny Street in
San Francisco. The group was later
“hijacked” by General Winn, and
they organized the California Society
of Sons of Revolutionary Sires at the
HQ of the Centennial Committee at
212 Kearny Street in San Francisco.
On July 4, they marched in the
Centennial Parade in San Francisco.
After the SAR was founded in 1889,
the following year, the Sons of
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Revolutionary Sires changed their
name to the California Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution,
and joined the SAR. The California
Society was based in San Francisco,
and after the 1906 Earthquake,
many members re-located to the
To address the
compatriots living outside of San
Francisco, between 1908 and 1926,
there were nine

East Bay Area.

local chapters
formed — Los Angeles, San Jose,
Stockton,

Alameda County, San Francisco, and

Sacramento, Auburn,
Peninsula Chapters.

Our chapter, the ALAMEDA
COUNTY CHAPTER, was the seventh
chapter formed. The organizational
meeting was held on October 6,
1925 at the Wild Duck Inn on Lake
Merritt — where the duck sanctuary
was. The first elected president was
Samuel Greene, the
the Oakland Free
Library. He was a poet, writer, and
editor of the Overland Monthly
magazine. He was a graduate of the

Charles
Librarian of

University of  California, and

president of the Cal Alumni
Association. The Post-Enquirer,
Charles

Sommers Young, was chosen as the

owned by Compatriot
official newspaper of the chapter.
The chapter met in various locations
in Oakland and Berkeley over the
years. Over the years, the chapter
was active in community, state, and
In 1931, the

opposed

national affairs.

chapter Japanese
immigration, believing they would
not assimilate to American Culture.
In 1934, the

presenting ROTC medals to cadets in

chapter began
Oakland and Berkeley (which we still
In 1936, the chapter
lobbied to name the Bay Bridge the

do today).

In 1937, the
chapter objected to FDR’s attempt

Constitution Bridge.

to expand and stack the Supreme
1939, the
ROTC
University of Reno, and encouraged

Court. In chapter

presented medals  at
the forming of a Nevada Society
SAR. In 1940, the chapter opposed
Communist meetings at local public
schools. In 1944, the office of
CASSAR Vice President North was
created, and the first VPN elected
was J. Evan Armstrong of Alameda

Chapter. In 1944, the chapter
assisted in forming the Vallejo
Chapter, which existed until 1959.
In 1944, the chapter opposed
creation of the World Bank;

however, it became a controversial
issue for the chapter, so they
dropped it. In 1944, President Evan
Armstrong’s son, Compatriot Lt.
Richard Emmett Armstrong, was
shot down over Rennes, France, in a
bomber during World War Il (the
only known chapter war casualty).
In 1947, the chapter supported
limiting the US president to two
1953, the
encouraged the National Archives to

terms. In chapter

microfilm National historic
documents for preservation. Among
the chapter notable members were
Arthur Hastings Breed, Sr., the
president pro tem of the California
State William Fife
Knowland, the president pro tem of
the US Senate and publisher of the
Oakland Tribune, Dr. George Cooper

Pardee, the governor of California,

Senate,

Chester Williams, a millionaire shoe
merchant in San Francisco and Los
Angeles, Clement Calhoun Young,

the governor of California, and Elijah
Hubert Steele, an electrical engineer
for PG&E for 55 years. The chapter
had six CASSAR Presidents, and one
VPG of the Pacific Coast District. By
1957, the chapter had spread out
beyond Oakland, and the California
Society wanted to break it up into
four chapters — Oakland, Berkeley,
Hayward, and Contra Costa. The last
chapter president, W. Elwyn
Dunstan, an Oakland businessman
(who apparently was never a
member of the SAR) was replaced by
Dr. Robert Lancefield Thomas.

The chapter was re-
organized as the OAKLAND
CHAPTER on September 11, 1957 in
the Berkeley Room of the Athens
Athletic Club in Oakland. The
chapter members present voted to
apply for a charter. A second
meeting was held to elect officers on
January 13, 1958, and Dr. Robert
Lancefield Thomas was elected as
CASSAR turned
over all assets of the Alameda
Chapter to the
Chapter. The Charter Meeting was
held February 19, 1958 at the
Piedmont Veterans Memorial
Building in Oakland. SAR President
General George Tarbox presented
the charter to Oakland Chapter

president Thomas. Oakland Tribune

the first president.

new Oakland

Publisher Joseph R. Knowland (the

father of Compatriot William
Knowland) represented Oakland
Mayor Clifford Richell at the

meeting. The chapter met at various
locations in Oakland and Berkeley.
The  Chapter
presentation of ROTC Medals in
Oakland and Berkeley. In 1963, the
chapter voted to censure the newly
CASSAR

continued the

created Executive
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Committee for undemocratic
actions. In the late 1960’s, President
stopped

meetings and

Henry Warner Austin

holding chapter
elections. Robert Hunter Swadley
arranged to have new member
Marston Watson elected president
in 1968,
revitalized. President Watson began
publishing the Oakland Chapter

Minuteman

and the chapter was

(now the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter Minuteman). In
1968, Chapter Compatriot William
Fife Knowland received the SAR Gold
Good Citizenship Medal from the
1970,

Compatriots Robert Hunter Swadley

National  Society. In
and Carl Leon Gray were made
CASSAR Life Members by vote of the
CASSAR Board Managers. In 1972,
they voted to make Marston Watson
a Life Member. In 1972, the chapter
awarded the SAR Silver Good
Citizenship Medal to the UC
Berkeley Student who rescued the
US and California flags from being
desecrated by Communists hoisting
In 1973, the chapter
helped to form the Contra Costa

red banners.

County Chapter, which lasted until
1974. In 1973, the
presented a bronze plaque to Holy

chapter

Names College in Oakland, which
commemorated the Old Redwood
Road and the Adobe Peralta Chapel,
in ceremonies honoring Spanish
California. In 1975, the Oakland and
San Francisco Chapters presented
the SAR Gold Good Citizenship
Medal to Hon. Edward Joseph Daily,
the founder of World Airways. He
helped the evacuation of women
and children from Da Nang, South
Vietnam, when the communists
overran the city. His plane was

swamped with civilians and soldiers

in Da Nang, and he was injured
trying to prevent soldiers from
When they
raised the ladder, the plane was

getting on the plane.

attacked with bullets and grenades,
but he managed to take off with the
1984,
Compatriot Lowell Richards flew an

refugees. In Chapter
ultra-light plane from Buchanan
Field, California, to the Statue of
Liberty in New York to raise funds
for the restoration of the Statue of
Liberty.
trans-continental flight, completing
his flight in 5 days, 23 hours and 51
Among the

He set a new record for

minutes. notable
members of the chapter was Capt.
Robert Lancefield Thomas, MC, USN
— he received his MD from Harvard,
was a Naval surgeon in World War Il,
and a physician in Oakland 25 years.
He spent the final 20 years of his
career as psychiatrist at Napa State
Hospital. The chapter had three
CASSAR Presidents — Robert Swadley
(honorary), Marston Watson, Joseph
Mclark — and two VPGs of the
Western District — Robert Swadley (3
times), and Joseph Mclark. By the
start of the 1990’s,
compatriots lived in Contra Costa

more

County than in Oakland, so a name
change was made.

On September 1, 1992, the
chapter board voted to change the
name to THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER, to remove the
geographical limitation. It was
decided that Thomas Jefferson, the
qguintessential Renaissance man, was
a good selection as a namesake for
our chapter. The chapter met in
Walnut Creek, Lafayette, Concord,

and occasionally in Oakland and
Alameda. The first meeting was
held on September 19, 1992 at a
joint meeting hosted by DAR at
Willow Park Restaurant in Castro
Valley. President Thomas Armour
was outgoing Oakland Chapter
President, and incoming Thomas
Jefferson Chatper president. The
charter meeting was held on January
23, 1993 at the Concord Hilton
Hotel, and Tom Armour was elected
president. In 1994, the Sierra
Chapter DAR disbanded, and gifted
their gavel their

founding in 1908 to our chapter —

chapter from
which became our official gavel. In
1995, the chapter presented the SAR
50-year pin to Dr. Robert Lancefield
Thomas, the only compatriot to be a
member under all three chapter
We had bad luck with
meeting places. In 1999, Zio
Fraedo’s Restaurant burned down.

names.

In 2006, the Concord Hungry Hunter
closed, and we moved to Marie
In 2010, Tiki Tom’s in
Oakland burned down a week

Callendars.

before our meeting. In 2011, Marie
Callendar’s closed, and we moved to
the Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord
(our current meeting site). The
chapter had many notable
members.  Col.
World War 1

veteran in the US Army, was a

Jack Sparrow, a
and Korean War

military historian in Office of the
Chief of Military History. He served
as CASSAR Treasurer, and sorted out
a mess he inherited. He would often
induct our officers. Richard Schmidt
attended Annapolis, and served as a
liaison officer for GE with the US
with  Admiral
Rickover. He worked in the Nuclear

Navy, working

Power division of GE, and started his

NOVEMBER 2025
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own consulting firm selling nuclear
power plants around the world.
Tom Armour was a chaplain’s
assistant in US Army during Korean
War.

at his house in the Piedmont Hills.

We often had board meetings
Jamieson Bates served in Navy
during Korean War. He was a sailor,
and real estate investor. In 1997, he
transferred to Redwood Empire
Chapter to save it from going under.
Sid Kennedy was a Pearl Harbor
survivor from Kaneohe Bay, and was
in the Navy during World War Il. He
was a skilled carpenter, and built
intricate dollhouses with his wife.
He often spoke to the chapter on
Pearl Harbor. Jim Barbour served in
the Navy during the Vietham War.
He was Captain of Inspectors for the
County DA.
Everette was a

Alameda Oliver
submarine
commander in the US Navy, and
executive officer at the Concord
Naval Weapons Station. He served
as chapter secretary the two years |
was president, and followed me as
president. Lee Preston was chapter
registrar for many years. When the
chapter website was created in the
1990’s, he handled the flood of new
applications. Edgar Fulwider was in
the Merchant Marine in World War
I, and the US Marines until just
before Korean War. He worked at
the US Mint in San Francisco. He
often spoke to the chapter on
numismatics. Donald Gurley was
chapter registrar/president for many
years. He was an operatic singer,
and often did the National Anthem
for chapter/state meetings. The
chapter had two CASSAR Presidents
— Stephen Renouf and Derek Brown,
and two VPGs of the Western

District — Stephen Renouf (2 times),

and Derek Brown.

Past President Renouf then
introduced Marston Watson, who
served as chapter president in 1968-
1970, and 1989-1990. He was also
CASSAR president. He spoke about
some of his experiences in the
chapter from the 1960’s to the
1990's.

President Shurtz presented
chapter awards. He presented the
SAR 5-Year Service Pins to Phil Stage
and Jeff Nibert, the SAR 10-Year
Service Pins to Tim Ernst and Derek
Brown, the SAR 15-Year Service Pins
to Jeff Brown and Tom Silva, and the
SAR 30-Year Service Pin to Greg
He presented the SAR
Bronze Meritorious Service Medal to
Tim Ernst and Jeff Nibert, and the
SAR Color Guard Certificates of
Appreciation to Tim Ernst, Glenn
Martin and Jeff Nibert.
presented the SAR Flag Certificate to
the Boundary Oak Golf Course for
flying the American Flag.

Owens.

He also

President Shurtz presented
the 100th Anniversary Certificate for
the Thomas Jefferson Chapter, and
all members and guests present at
the 100th Anniversary Meeting were
encouraged to sign the certificate. It
will be part of the chapter archives.

President Shurtz announced
that the November 15, 2025 Election
Meeting would be held at the Old
Spaghetti Factory. San Francisco
Chapter President Dedo lead the
SAR Recessional, and Past President
Tucker delivered the benediction,
and the meeting was adjourned.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

November Meeting

The November election
meeting will be held at The
Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
Saturday, November 15, 2025, at
Noon. There will be a concurrent
Zoom Meeting for those unable to
attend in person.

The meeting will feature
Sheryl Burt Ruzek-Griesemer, PhD,
MPH, a professor emerita at the
College of Public Health at Temple
University in Philadelphia, PA. She
will speak on the Extended Family
Program (EFP), which was founded
in 1994 by the Walnut Creek United
Methodist Church to assist families
with children who had lost housing
due to job loss, health issues, and
other life crises. From September
2021 through the first quarter of
2025, the EFP has
apartments for 152 families, giving
230 adults and 238 children a fresh
start. These included 62 refugee

furnished

families (mostly from Afghanistan,
with some from the Dominican
Guatemala), 54
recently homeless families referred
primarily by Winter Nights and
and 66 adults and
children recently placed in housing

Republic and

Shelter, Inc.
by the Veterans Administration,
Northern California Health Services.
Please join us for an
informative presentation!
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Boundary Oak Golf Course

Walnut Creek, California

Young American Patriots Fife & Drum Corps
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Phil Stage

President Shurtz Jason Giaimo & Pat Everette
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Back: Mary Littlefield, Kathy Watson, Kay Ernst, Kat Brown, Erin Wong, Sheryl Ruzek & Ruth Williamson
Front: Liz Ferris, Kelly Villardi, Pat Everette, Joy Javellana & Janet Brown
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NOVEMBER 2025

ELECTION MEETING
Saturday, November 15, 2025

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

)

e ALY
s‘:}\, :

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting T
Social

| Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Sheryl Burt Ruzek-Griesemer, PhD, MPH. Sheryl Ruzek-Griesemer is a professor emerita at the
College of Public Health at Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She will speak on the
Extended Family Program (EFP), which was founded in 1994 by the Walnut Creek United Methodist

Church to assist families with children who had lost housing due to job loss, health issues, and
other life crises. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Sottuccine N fredo, Gicken Sammigiana, or Lasagrna
$30 per person

Deadline: 12 November 2025 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




Ruots of the Month

* For if Men are to be precluded from offering their
Sentiments on a matter, which may involve the mogt
cerioue and alarming concequenceg, that can invite the
o eresson concideration of Mankind, reacon ic of no uce to ug; the
freedom of Speech may be taken away, and, dumb and
cilent we may be led, like cheep, to the Slaughter .”

THOMAS JEFFERSON ~ Benersl Coorge Wachington, 1755.
CHAPTER
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