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M y fellow compatriots, on 

January 18th, we had a 

strong turnout for our first meeting of the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter’s 100th year.  I 

want to thank all current members, and 

honor and remember all the Thomas 

Jefferson members who came before us.  

Without their efforts, we would not 

celebrate this milestone in 2025.  

 In January, California Society 

President Don Littlefield inducted the 

officers and president for the coming 

year: President Dan Shurtz, Vice 

President / Historian Tom Silva, 

Secretary / Treasurer Stephen Renouf, 

Registrar Derek Brown, Chaplain Robert 

Vernagallo, Sergeant-at-Arms Rawn 

Rhodes, and Immediate Past President 

Greg Owens.  I look forward to working 

with these compatriots in the coming 

year. 

 Our special guest at the January 

meeting was Colonel Nestor Aliga, USA 

(Ret.).  Colonel Aliga is a dynamic 

individual who tirelessly works to help 

veterans in need, and spends a great deal 

of time honoring veterans who are no 

longer with us.  

 Colonel Aliga gave a presentation 

on his efforts to restore the Mare Island 

Naval Cemetery, the oldest naval 

cemetery on the West Coast, from the 

neglect it had been subject to since the 

closure of Mare Island Naval Shipyard in 

the early 1990s.  The years-long effort 

culminated in the cemetery coming under 

the Veterans Administration / National 

Cemetery Administration umbrella in 

November 2023.  Thankfully, the efforts 

of Colonel Aliga and other volunteers 

rectified this unacceptable situation.  No 

military cemetery should ever be left 

unattended. 
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 the meeting to order, and noted 

that this is the 100th year of our 

chapter.  He introduced our VIPs and 

guests: CASSAR President Don 

Littlefield, Derek Brown (past VPG, 

past inspector general, past chapter 

and state president, and chapter 

registrar), Stephen Renouf (past 

VPG, past CASSAR president, 

CASSAR Invested Funds Trustee 

chairman, and chapter secretary/

treasurer), Guest Hon. Cindy Silva, 

Guest Speaker Nestor Aliga and his 

wife Hon. Dr. Rozzana Verder-Aliga, 

Ladies Auxiliary members Joy 

Javellana and Erin Wong, and DAR 

members Kay Ernst, Pat Everette 

and Maggie Kane. 

 President Shurtz noted that 

there is a tab on the Thomas 

Jefferson website (www.tjsar.org) 

with information on the 100th 

Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, 

October 11, 2025 at 5:30PM at the 

Boundary Oak Golf Course, 3800 

Valley Vista Road in Walnut Creek.  

Registration is $90 per person 

through July 4, 2025, $100 per 

person after July 4, and $110 at the 

door.  You can register and pay by 

credit card on the website, or mail a 

check to Secretary Renouf.  The 

September and October meetings in 

2025 will be cancelled, and we hope 

everyone can attend this special 

historical event honoring the 

Alameda County-Oakland-Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter’s 100th birthday!  

Please plan to attend, and invite any 

family or friends who might be 

interested. 

 President Shurtz presented 

the SAR America 250 Minute.  On 

January 16, 1775, George 

Washington traveled from his home 

at Mount Vernon to Alexandria, 

January is also the month we hand 

out awards.  We handed out two 

Good Citizenship Awards: one to 

Colonel Nestor Aliga, and one to 

Cindy Silva.  We also presented 

Colonel Phil Stage with the Bronze 

Henry Knox Medal As a side note, 

and unbeknownst to me before the 

meeting, our guest speaker, Nestor 

Aliga, once served under and was 

mentored by Phil Stage.  We do live 

in a small world. 

 As a reminder, we will hold a 

100th anniversary celebration 

dinner on Saturday, October 11, 

2025, at Boundary Oaks Golf Club in 

Walnut Creek.  Tickets are $90.00 

per person until July 4th, when the 

price increases to $100.00.  We have 

already had some sales.  Ideally, we 

will have a full turnout of members 

(it should be noted the dinner 

includes a hosted bar).   

 Also, due to the celebratory 

dinner on October 11th, we will not 

hold our usual monthly lunch 

meetings for September and 

October. 

 Our next lunch meeting will 

be on Saturday, February 15th, at 

The Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord. I look forward to seeing 

you then. 

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its annual 

meeting on Saturday, January 18, 

2025, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had 24 

members and guests in the meeting.   
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Virginia, to review the Fairfax 

Independent Company, a private 

volunteer militia group.  Washington 

chaired the Fairfax County 

Committee to elect members of the 

committee.  The following day, the 

committee passed resolutions to 

collect a tax of three shillings per 

person for every tithable man in the 

county for purchasing ammunition 

for the Fairfax militia.  They 

recommended all men from age 16 

to 50 form themselves into 

companies of 68 men, elect officers, 

and conduct drills to prepare 

themselves  for battle.  All people 

attending the chapter meeting 

earned 3 points towards the SAR 

America 250 Medal.  You can submit 

an application form for the Bronze 

Medal for 25 points, the Silver 

Medal for 60 points, and the Gold 

Medal for 150 points.  Show your 

patriotism by earning and wearing 

the SAR America 250 medals! 

 CASSAR President Don 

Littlefield inducted the 2025 Chapter 

Officers of the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter: President Dan Shurtz, Vice 

President / Historian Tom Silva, 

Secretary / Treasurer Stephen 

Renouf, Registrar Derek Brown, 

Chaplain Robert Vernagallo, 

Sergeant-at-Arms Rawn Rhoades, 

and Greg Owens, Immediate Past 

President. 

 After lunch, President Shurtz 

introduced our guest speaker, Col. 

Nestor Aliga, who served 34 years in 

the military – in the US Marines 

from 1974-1976, and in the US Army 

from 1976-2008.  For over a decade, 

he has been an advocate for 

veterans, and is planning to honor 

Desert Storm and Korean War 

veterans in July.  His wife has served 

Thompson to remove the Mare 

Island Cemetery from the City of 

Vallejo.  By 2018, nothing had been 

accomplished in Congress to help 

the cemetery, and a VA official 

noted that the cemetery’s condition 

was a complete disgrace.  Col. Aliga 

again contacted Congressman 

Thompson, and he also created a 

petition on www.change.org.  After 

getting 50,000 signers to the 

petition, Col. Aliga sent the petition 

to all veterans’ organizations 

nationwide.  He also asked the City 

of Vallejo and the State of California 

to act on it.  His wife was on the 

Vallejo City Council, and she helped 

push the petition and have Vallejo 

offer to return the cemetery to the 

US government.  Congressman 

Thompson and Senator Dianne 

Feinstein sponsored bills, but the 

116th Congress ended with no 

resolution.   

 In 2019, the House and 

Senate bills were resubmitted in the 

117th Congress.  The Veteran’s 

Administration was concerned that 

if they took this one cemetery, it 

could open the floodgates for other 

cemeteries, and the bills did not 

pass.  In 2020, Senator Feinstein 

asked to put the Mare Island 

Cemetery in the National Defense 

Authorization Act.  The NDAA passed 

the House and Senate, but was 

vetoed by President Trump because 

the Army was trying to rename 

historic bases because they were 

named after prominent Confederate 

officers.  The House and Senate 

overrode President Trump’s veto; 

however, the VA had other 

priorities, and worried the cemetery 

would take resources away from 

active cemeteries.  Col. Aliga led a 

as mayor of Vallejo. 

 Col. Aliga spoke on the 

history of the Mare Island Cemetery, 

the oldest naval cemetery on the 

West Coast.  Spanish explorer Juan 

Manuel de Ayala discovered Mare 

Island in 1775, and it became the 

first US naval base on the West 

Coast in 1854.  A naval shipyard was 

founded there in 1856, building 

hundreds of ships and repairing 

thousands of ships.  About 900 

people were buried there between 

1856 and 1921.  The cemetery was 

neglected for many years, and 

became dilapidated.  It was owned 

by the Department of Defense 

(DOD), and their mission is to 

defend the US, not to manage 

cemeteries.  Col. Aliga has worked 

diligently for many years to get the 

cemetery restored.  There are six 

Russian sailors buried there in the 

1860’s.  The Russian embassy 

tended the graves, and it became 

embarrassing comparing those 

graves with the neglected American 

graves.   

 In 1973, the National 

Cemetery Act transferred all DOD 

cemeteries to the VA Department, 

with a few exceptions like Arlington 

National Cemetery.  The tiny Mare 

Island Cemetery was overlooked.  In 

1993, the Base Realignment and 

Closure Commission recommended 

the closure of the Mare Island Naval 

Shipyard, which was completed in 

1996, but the cemetery was a low 

priority and was a forgotten part of 

the land given to California for a 

wildlife park.  In 2013, Col. Aliga 

worked with Congressman Mike 



letter-writing campaign to pressure 

the VA Secretary and the Veterans 

Affairs Undersecretary to reconsider 

defying the law.  At the end of 2023, 

the VA stated they would restore 

the cemetery, but would not allow 

new burials.  Col. Aliga and others 

petitioned to allow burials.  

Currently, if someone dies in the San 

Francisco area, there are only three 

military cemeteries – Dixon, 

Monterey, or Santa Nella.  Usually, 

loved ones want local burials so they 

can visit their departed family 

members, and they have to pay 

$20k for a private burial.  Poor 

military families are affected by this.  

Eventually, Alameda Point will be 

open, but the former Alameda Naval 

Air Station is heavily contaminated, 

and the opening has been delayed.  

Col. Aliga is petitioning the VA to 

allow columbarium interments in 

the Mare Island Cemetery as a stop-

gap measure until Alameda Point 

finally opens. 

 There is a Mare Island 

Cemetery database being created to 

record all the burials in the 

cemetery, and it should be available 

soon.  Local historian Brendan Riley 

has written about the people buried 

in the cemetery.  Anna Arnold Key, 

the daughter of Francis Scott Key, 

was buried in the cemetery in 1884.  

Also buried there is her husband, 

Daniel Turner, a graduate of 

Westpoint, and veteran of the War 

of 1812.  He was superintending 

engineer at the Mare Island Navy 

Yard from 1854 until his death in 

1860.  Coxswain William Halford 

served on the USS Saginaw, which 

ran aground near Kure Atoll in 1870.  

He was one of 5 volunteers who 

sailed for 31 days to reach Hawaii to 

year as president again when 

President Martin stepped down. 

 Registrar Brown noted that 

we have five applications being 

reviewed at National, and he is 

preparing to send four more new 

applications and four supplemental 

applications.  It is currently taking 17

-18 weeks for approval (50 weeks 

for supplementals) due to 900 

applications being submitted in 

August of last year.  He also 

encouraged compatriots and their 

wives to become George 

Washington Fellows by donating 

$1,000 to the SAR George 

Washington Fund.   

 President Shurtz announced 

the next meeting would be on 

February 15 at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory.  He then adjourned the 

meeting. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he February regular meeting 

will be held at The Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on 

Saturday, February 15, 2025, at 

Noon.  For those compatriots not 

able to attend in person, we will 

have a concurrent Zoom Meeting 

available.   

 The meeting will feature Dr. 

J. Holmes Armstead, a retired 

professor of Strategy and 

International Law from the US Naval 

War College, and served as a special 

staff assistant for legislative affairs 

to the secretary of the Army.  He will 

update us on the war in Ukraine 

since he last spoke with us in 

November 2023.  He will provide 

analyses on possible developments. 

 Please join us for an 

informative presentation! 

get help for their stranded ship.  In 

the heavy surf around Kauai, all but 

Halford drowned.  He asked King 

Kamehameha V for assistance for his 

ship.  Halford received the Medal of 

Honor for his bravery.  He retired 

from the Navy in 1903 after 34 years 

of service.  In 1918, he was recalled 

to active duty at 77 and promoted to 

lieutenant.  He served at Yerba 

Buena Island until his death in 1919, 

and he was buried at the Mare 

Island Cemetery.  President Shurtz 

presented a framed SAR Good 

Citizenship Medal to Col. Aliga for 

his many years of service to 

veterans. 

 President Shurtz introduced 

Cindy Silva, the wife of Vice 

President Tom Silva.  She has served 

on the Walnut Creek City Council 

since 2006, and served four terms as 

mayor between 2010 and 2023.  As 

mayor in 2011, Cindy founded the 

annual Walnut Creek Community 

Service Day, which has cumulatively 

generated nearly 50,000 hours of 

volunteer service.  President Shurtz 

presented Cindy Silva with a framed 

SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal 

for her over 30 years of community 

service. 

 President Shurtz presented 

the SAR Bronze Henry Knox Award 

to Compatriot Phil Stage for his 

years of service as Sergeant-at-Arms 

for the chapter.  Awards Chairman 

Derek Brown presented the SAR 

Bronze Roger Sherman Medal to 

President Dan Shurtz on behalf of 

the Chapter Board of Directors for 

his service to the chapter as 

president, and then returning last 

February Meeting 



Hon. Cindy Silva receives the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal from the Thomas Jefferson Chapter. 

Col. Aliga receives the Bronze Good Citizenship Medal from the Thomas Jefferson Chapter. 



Sergeant-at-Arms Phil Stage receives the Bronze Henry Knox Achievement Award. 

President Shurtz received the Bronze Roger Sherman Medal and the Bronze America 250 Medal. 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

FEBRUARY 2025 

Deadline: 13 February 2025 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$30 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, February 15, 2025 

 

Programme:  

Dr. J. Holmes Armstead, Retired Professor of Strategy and International Law from the 
US Naval War College.  We are pleased to have Dr. Armstead speak on the war in 
Ukraine, and give us his professional analysis. He is a frequent lecturer and consultant 
on international legal matters, and was a Fulbright Professor to Ukraine in 2016.  Come 
join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“There’s no nation like our nation. Americans are explorers, builders, innovators, 
entrepreneurs and pioneers. The spirit of the frontier is written into our hearts. The 
call of the next great adventure resounds from within our souls. Our American 
ancestors turned a small group of colonies on the edge of a vast continent into a 
mighty republic of the most extraordinary citizens on Earth. No one comes close. 
Americans pushed thousands of miles through a rugged land of untamed wilderness. 
They crossed deserts, scaled mountains, braved untold dangers, won the Wild West, 
ended slavery, rescued millions from tyranny, lifted millions from poverty, harnessed 
electricity, split the atom, launched mankind into the heavens and put the universe of 
human knowledge into the palm of the human hand. If we work together, there is 
nothing we cannot do and no dream we cannot achieve .” 

                 — President Donald Trump, Second Inaugural Address, 2025. 
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