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M y fellow compatriots, on 

February 15th, we had a 

nice turnout for our second meeting of 

the Thomas Jefferson Chapter’s 100th 

year.  I hope that the turnout for the rest 

of the term is solid. 

 On March 23, we will mark the 

250th anniversary of Founding Father 

Patrick Henry giving his landmark, “Give 

Me Liberty or Give Me Death” speech at 

St. John’s Church in Richmond, Virginia.  

Patrick Henry delivered this speech to 

sway the delegates of the Second Virginia 

Convention to support his amendments 

to raise a Virginia militia independent of 

the Crown.  Future Presidents George 

Washington and Thomas Jefferson were 

among the audience members for this 

historic speech.  Patrick Henry was 

successful in gaining support for an 

independent militia, and less than one 

month later, the colonies would be at war 

with England. 

 In February, the National Society 

of the Sons of the American Revolution’s 

America 250 program partnered with 

America 250 (https://america250.org), 

the nonpartisan commission established 

by Congress in 2016 to celebrate the US 

Semiquincentennial.  Both programs 

were established to engage and educate 

Americans about our nation’s founding.  

This partnership will build on SAR’s 

longstanding commitment to honoring 

Revolutionary War patriots and educating 

future generations about the nation’s 

founding.  

 As a compatriot and frequent 

reader of the Minuteman, you should 

know about our America 250 program 

and the awards we are offering for 

participating. These awards are available 

to anyone who participates, not just SAR 

President’s Notes 
Rawn Rhoades & Joy Javellana receive Bronze America 250 Medals. 



 VPG, past CASSAR president, 

CASSAR Invested Funds Trustee 

chairman, and chapter secretary/

treasurer), Robert Ebert (past VPG, 

past state president and member of 

the San Francisco Chapter), Ladies 

Auxiliary member Joy Javellana, new 

members Michael Kren, Thomas 

Arbuckle and Robert Davis, and 

applicant Jim Griesemer. 

 President Shurtz noted that 

there is a tab on the Thomas 

Jefferson website (www.tjsar.org) 

with information on the 100th 

Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, 

October 11, 2025 at 5:30PM at the 

Boundary Oak Golf Course, 3800 

Valley Vista Road in Walnut Creek.  

Registration is $90 per person 

through July 4, 2025, $100 per 

person after July 4, and $110 at the 

door.  You can register and pay by 

credit card on the website, or mail a 

check to Secretary Renouf.  The 

September and October meetings in 

2025 will be cancelled, and we hope 

everyone will attend this special 

historical event honoring the 

Alameda County-Oakland-Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter’s 100th birthday!  

Please plan to attend, and invite any 

family or friends who might be 

interested.  President Shurtz noted 

that there is a tree in Concord that 

has been determined to be 275 

years old, which is near the 

Boundary Oak Golf Course.  We will 

look into a potential plaque to mark 

the historic tree. 

 Registrar Brown noted that 

we have 8 applications being 

reviewed at National, and he is 

working on 30 more in various 

stages of preparedness.  We 

recently had two applications 

approved – Thomas Arbuckle and 

Compatriots.  At the February 

meeting, I handed out two Bronze 

America 250 medals: one to our 

Sergeant at Arms, Rawn Rhoades, 

and the other to Joy Javellana, the 

wife of our past chapter president 

and current secretary and treasurer, 

Stephen Renouf.  For more 

information on the SAR America 250 

program, go to https://

america250sar.org. 

 As a reminder, we will hold a 

100th anniversary celebration 

dinner on Saturday, October 11, 

2025, at Boundary Oaks Golf Club in 

Walnut Creek.  Tickets are $90.00 

per person until July 4th, when the 

price increases to $100.00.  We have 

already had some sales.  Ideally, we 

will have a full turnout of members 

(it should be noted that the dinner 

includes a hosted bar).   

 Our next lunch meeting will 

be on Saturday, March 15th, at The 

Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord.  I 

look forward to seeing you then. 

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its annual 

meeting on Saturday, February 15, 

2025, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had 19 

members and guests in the meeting, 

and one member on Zoom.   

 President Dan Shurtz called 

the meeting to order, and 

introduced our VIPs and guests: 

Derek Brown (past VPG, past 

inspector general, past chapter and 

state president, and chapter 

registrar), Stephen Renouf (past 
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Robert Davis.  Registrar Brown 

noted that the SAR Store has 

personalized name badges for sale 

for $35, for those interested.  The 

DAR has requested an SAR color 

guard for their meeting on April 19 – 

those interested should contact 

Derek Brown.  Registrar Brown filed 

the Americanism Report with 

National, and we had a growth in 

membership from 127 to 132.  He 

noted that we need to have greater 

attendance at our monthly 

meetings.  Please bring wives, 

family, and friends to our meeting.  

The chapter is only successful with 

participation in our meetings.  He 

also encouraged compatriots and 

their wives to become a George 

Washington Fellow by donating 

$1,000 to the SAR George 

Washington Fund.   

 After lunch, President Shurtz 

presented the SAR America 250 

Minute.  In the Fall of 1774, Thomas 

Gage, the military governor of 

Massachusetts Bay Colony and 

commander-in-chief of British forces 

in North America, faced a delicate 

situation.  Following the enactment 

of the Intolerable Acts, Boston 

became a hotbed of political 

discontent.  Governor Gage’s troops 

were vastly outnumbered by the 

colonials, who were stockpiling 

weapons and ammunition.  In 

September 1774, Gage ordered the 

removal of gunpowder from a 

colonial magazine in Somerville, 

which cause the mobilization of 

thousands of colonial minutemen.  

In February 1775, Parliament 

declared Massachusetts Bay Colony 

in a state of rebellion, and sent 

orders to General Gage to take 

action against the Patriots.   

Internazionale di Scienze Criminali 

in Siracusa, Italy, and is the recipient 

of 3 honorary doctorates.  For over 

40 years, he was a professor of 

Strategy and International Law at 

the US Naval War College.  He is a 

frequent lecturer and consultant on 

international legal matters.  

 Dr. Armstead began by 

presenting a geographical and 

historical overview of Ukraine.  He 

noted that Ukraine is roughly the 

same size as Texas, about 233,000 

square miles.  He emphasized the 

importance of geography in 

understanding a country’s history 

and people.  He described Ukraine 

as flat borderlands without natural 

boundaries, which has led to 

numerous invasions and occupations 

over thousands of years.  He 

discussed the various groups that 

have passed through or settled in 

Ukraine, including the Scythians, 

Norsemen (known as Varangians in 

Eastern Europe), Cossacks, and 

Tatars.  In AD 862, Rurik and his 

Varangian warriors founded 

Novgorod, and his successor Oleg 

founded Kievan Rus, which laid the 

foundation for what would later 

become Russia and Ukraine.  The 

term “Rus” means “the men who 

 All people attending the 

chapter meeting earned 3 points 

towards the SAR America 250 

Medal.  You can submit an 

application form for the Bronze 

Medal for 25 points, the Silver 

Medal for 60 points, and the Gold 

Medal for 150 points.  Show your 

patriotism by earning and wearing 

the SAR America 250 medals! 

 President Shurtz introduced 

our returning guest speaker, J. 

Holmes Armstead, who served in the 

US Army in Armor, JAG, Civil Affairs, 

Operations and IG positions, and 

served as a special staff assistant for 

legislative affairs to the Secretary of 

the Army.  He received a JD degree 

from De Paul University in 1975, and 

a PhD degree in public policy 

analysis from Pacific Western 

University.  He also holds an 

advanced certificate in International 

Law from  the Instituto Superiore 



row” in Old Norse. 

 Dr. Armstead discussed the 

early history of Kiev and its 

importance as the mother city of 

various Rus duchies.  He explains 

how Vladimir the Great (958-1015) 

attempted to fortify Kiev against 

threats from other duchies and 

neighboring powers like Lithuania 

and Poland.  He described the 

geography around Kiev, including its 

steep river valleys and dense forests, 

which made invasion difficult.  

Valdimir’s son, Yaroslav the Wise 

(978-1054), who wrote the first law 

codes for Kievan Rus. 

 In 1236, the Mongols 

invaded Europe and put an end to 

the Kievan Rus state.  Over the next 

centuries, the Russian princes paid 

tribute to the Mongols.  The 

Khanate of the Golden Horde ruled 

the region until around 1524, when 

Moscow began to absorb other 

principalities to become the 

dominant power in the region.  

 In 1364, the Grand Duchy of 

Lithuania won a battle against the 

Golden Horde, and annexed Kiev.  In 

1569, the Polish-Lithuanian 

Commonwealth was formed, and 

the Ukrainian lands transitioned to 

Polish control.  The Ukrainian 

Cossacks rose up against the Polish, 

leading to the treaty of Pereyaslav in 

1654 between Ukraine and Moscow, 

making Ukraine an autonomous 

state within Russia. 

 After the 1917 Revolution 

overthrew the Russian Empire, 

Ukraine used the opportunity to 

assert its independence from Russia.  

The Bolsheviks fought for control 

over the republics, and eventually 

formed the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 

Republic in 1919.  Soviet forces 

Russia.  In 1994, the Budapest 

Memorandum formalized Ukraine 

surrendering its nuclear arsenal in 

exchange for Russia, US, and UK 

guaranteeing its independence, 

borders and sovereignty. 

 As Ukraine drifted closer to 

Europe, the Russians annexed 

Crimea in 2014, and began covertly 

supporting Russian separatists in the 

eastern provinces of Donetsk and 

Luhansk.  In 2022, Russian forces 

invaded Ukraine from Russia and 

Belarus, initiating the current Russo-

Ukrainian War.  President Putin of 

Russia is trying to restore the Soviet 

Union by claiming he is “protecting” 

Russians in bordering countries.  

President Shurtz thanked Dr. 

Armstead for his timely and  

informative program on the history 

of the Ukraine. 

 President Shurtz presented 

the SAR Bronze America 250 Medal 

to Joy Javellana of the Ladies 

Auxiliary, and to Compatriot Rawn 

Rhoades.  President Dan Shurtz 

announced the next meeting would 

be on March 15 at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory.  He then adjourned the 

meeting. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he March regular meeting will 

be held at The Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord on Saturday, 

March 15, 2025, at Noon.  There will 

NOT be a concurrent Zoom Meeting 

this month.   

 The meeting will feature  

Registrar Derek Brown who will 

update the chapter on the NSSAR 

Spring Leadership Meeting. 

 Please join us for an 

informative presentation! 

eventually conquered all Ukrainian 

resistance, and the Ukrainian SSR 

became one of the founding 

republics of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics in 1922.  The 

Soviets permitted Ukraine to 

practice its culture, so long as it 

aligned with Soviet ideology.  

Russian rule was extremely brutal.  

When the Germans invaded Russia 

in 1941, they occupied Ukraine.  

Some Ukrainians assisted the 

Germans, hoping to restore their 

independence from Russia, while 

others joined the Russian Army to 

expel the Germans.  The Germans 

brutalized the Ukrainian Jews, 

Gypsies, communists and Ukrainian 

nationalists.  After Germany’s 

defeat, Stalin deported Ukrainian 

nationalists to gulags in Siberia.  

Resistance was mostly crushed by 

the 1950’s.  Khruschev transferred 

the Crimea from Russia to Ukraine in 

1954, and granted limited freedoms 

for a new generation of Ukrainian 

intellectuals.  In 1991, the USSR 

broke up, and Ukraine declared its 

independence. 

 Ukraine was divided 

between those who wanted closer 

relations with Europe, and those 

who wanted to retain ties with 

March Meeting 



                       Questions?    Contact Derek Brown at dptydeke@yahoo.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Registrar Derek Brown, PO Box 326, Clayton, CA  94517 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

MARCH 2025 

Deadline: 13 March 2025 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$30 per person 

MENU 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, March 15, 2025 

 

Programme:  

Past Vice President General Derek J. Brown.  Past VPG Derek J. Brown will update the 
chapter on the NSSAR Leadership Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky.  Come join us for a 
great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  

Quote of the Month 
“At the heart of western freedom and democracy is the 
belief that the individual man, the child of God, is the 
touchstone of value, and all society, groups, the state, 
exist for his benefit. Therefore the enlargement of liberty 
for individual human beings must be the supreme goal and 
the abiding practice of any western society.” 

                 — Robert F. Kennedy, June 6, 1966. 

 
Visit us on the web: 

TJSAR.ORG 

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at  https://www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman 


