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M y fellow compatriots, 

welcome to a special edition 

of the Minuteman.  I hope you all had a 

good Memorial Day.   

 On Memorial Day, Chapter Vice 

President Tom Silva and I attended the 

annual Memorial Day Observance in 

Walnut Creek.  One honored guest was 

Jake Larson, better known as Papa Jake.   

 Papa Jake, 102 years old, is a 

Lafayette resident and a survivor of the 

Battle of Normandy.  He is the author of 

The Luckiest Man in the World: Stories 

from the Life of Papa Jake.  He is also a 

TikTok sensation, with over 1,200,000 

followers.  

 I was honored to spend some 

time talking with Jake.  He is proud that 

he has been able to generate so many 

followers who wish to know about the 

experiences and sacrifices of himself and 

his fellow soldiers, sailors, and marines in 

World War II.  I thanked him for his 

service, and for what he is doing to 

educate his many followers about his 

experiences.  I invited Jake to be our 

guest at any meeting he wants to attend.  

Hopefully, he can attend a lunch, and we 

President’s Notes Cindi Newbold receives Certificate of Appreciation from President Shurtz. 



 San Francisco Chapter), past chapter 

presidents Greg Owens and Tim 

Ernst, new member Jim Griesemer 

and Holden Hilal, DAR members Kay 

Ernst, Pat Everette (Past Regent of 

Anne Loucks Chapter), Lynn Hill 

(Regent of Anne Loucks Chapter), 

Staci Kendrick (Chief Solano 

Chapter), and Virginia Rood (Mt. 

Diablo Chapter), and guest speaker 

Cindi Newbold and her grandson 

Andre Alberty. 

 President Shurtz noted that 

there is a tab on the Thomas 

Jefferson website (www.tjsar.org) 

with information on the 100th 

Anniversary Dinner on Saturday, 

October 11, 2025, at 5:30PM at the 

Boundary Oak Golf Course, 3800 

Valley Vista Road in Walnut Creek.  

Registration is $90 per person 

through July 4, 2025, $100 per 

person after July 4, and $110 at the 

door.  You can register and pay by 

credit card on the website, or mail a 

check to Secretary Renouf.  The 

September and October meetings in 

2025 will be cancelled, and we hope 

everyone can attend this special 

historical event honoring the 

Alameda County-Oakland-Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter’s 100th birthday!  

Please plan to attend, and invite any 

family or friends who might be 

interested.   

 Registrar Brown noted that 

we have six applications being 

reviewed at National (approval time 

approximately 12 weeks).  Brown is 

working on 29 more in various 

stages of preparedness.  We have 9 

applications approved so far this 

year, including Holden and Hudson 

Hilal, who were approved in April.  

We have 11 supplemental 

applications awaiting approval 

can thank him for his service and 

hear what he has to share with us.  

You can find Papa Jake 

@storytimewithpapajake on TikTok 

and Instagram. 

 At our May meeting, we 

were fortunate to have Cindi 

Simmons Newbold, former Jose 

Maria Amador Chapter DAR regent, 

who discussed the challenges of 

researching her ancestry as an 

adopted child, all before the 

Internet.  After years of research, 

she found her patriot ancestors and 

joined the DAR.  More importantly, 

she was able to find the family she 

had never known growing up.  

 Our final meeting before our 

100th Anniversary Celebration on 

October 11th will be at noon on 

June 21, 2025, at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord.  Professor Mark 

Hull of the US Army Command and 

General Staff College will present on 

Law and Naval Warfare.  I hope to 

see you there. 

 — Dan Shurtz, President 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its regular 

meeting on Saturday, May 17, 2025, 

at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had 21 

members and guests at the meeting.   

 President Dan Shurtz called 

the meeting to order, and 

introduced our VIPs and guests: 

Derek Brown (past VPG, past 

inspector general, past chapter and 

state president, and chapter 

registrar), Bob Ebert (past VPG, past 

state president, and member of the 
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(approval time approximately 62 

weeks), and one being prepared.  

The total SAR membership as of May 

1, 2025, is 35,127 (an increase of 

108 from last year).  We need to 

focus on membership retention to 

increase our growth. 

 Awards Chairman Brown 

noted the Thomas Jefferson Chapter 

has awarded 25 Eagle Certificates to 

date, and is continuing to solicit 

more entries for the Eagle Scout 

Contest.  Dan Shurtz will present 

one JROTC Medal on May 8 at 

Heritage High School, and we will 

present one more soon.  Phil Stage 

presented 3 ROTC Medals on May 9 

at UC Berkeley.  We presented two 

NSCC Awards in March and April.  

 Currently, the Thomas 

Jefferson Color Guard has seven 

members – Derek Brown, Tim Ernst, 

Glenn Martin, Jeff Nibert, Rawn 

Rhoades, Michael Black (new), and 

Stephan Bowman (new).  Four 

members were at the DAR District IV 

quarterly meeting in Livermore on 

April 19.  If you are interested in 

joining the color guard, please see 

Derek Brown for more information.  

The certificate of appreciation was 

presented to Tim Ernst for serving in 

the color guard at the April 19 DAR 

District IV Meeting, and we will be 

presenting certificates to Jeff Nibert 

and Glenn Martin.  

 President Shurtz inducted 

James R. Griesemer of Walnut Creek 

into the Sons of the American 

Revolution.  He descends from 

patriot ancestor Abraham Griesemer 

(1759-1821), a first sergeant in the 

First Battalion, Northampton County 

Militia in Pennsylvania.  Abraham 

Griesemer married Catherine Fogel 

around 1781, and died in 1821 in 

Medal for 60 points, and the Gold 

Medal for 150 points.  Show your 

patriotism by earning and wearing 

the SAR America 250 medals! 

 President Shurtz introduced 

our guest speaker, Cindi Simmons 

Newbold, past regent of Jose Maria 

Amador Chapter, DAR, who spoke 

about the long journey to discover 

her ancestry.  Cindi was adopted as 

a baby in 1954, and grew up without 

knowledge of her parents or 

ancestry.  She did not have much to 

go on when she started, but at long 

last, she located her birth parents.  

She found out she had four sisters.  

Her oldest sister also had a love of 

family history.  After she met her 

oldest sister, the two began 

researching their ancestry.   

 They discovered that their 

Lehigh County, Pennsylvania. 

 President Shurtz presented 

the SAR America 250 Minute.  In the 

early morning of May 10, 1775, 130 

militiamen gathered on the shores 

of Lake Champlain to launch an 

attack on Fort Ticonderoga, a former 

French fort, then controlled by 

England.  Leading these men was a 

newly commissioned colonel, 

Benedict Arnold, with his 50 men, 

and Ethan Allen, the leader of the 

Green Mountain Boys, who 

numbered 80. 

 Acting on the orders of Dr. 

Joseph Warren, Benedict Arnold was 

in command of the siege of the fort.  

The Green Mountain Boys had other 

ideas about who was truly in charge, 

and would only answer to Ethan 

Allen, leaving Arnold no choice but 

to begrudgingly allow Allen to co-

lead the siege.  

 Under cover of darkness, the 

militiamen quietly rowed across 

Lake Champlain to surprise the 

sleeping British soldiers.  Once the 

militiamen breached the fort, Ethan 

Allen went to the quarters of the 

commanding officer, Captain 

William Delaplace, and demanded, 

“Come out, or I will take you out.”  

The captain surrendered, and the 

fort was taken without firing a shot, 

making this the first offensive 

victory for the colonialists in the 

Revolutionary War. 

 All people attending the 

chapter meeting earned 3 points 

towards the SAR America 250 

Medal.  You can submit an 

application form for the Bronze 

Medal for 25 points, the Silver 



ancestor, James Cornett, Sr. (1729-

1796), was born in Henrico County, 

Virginia.  His son, James Cornett, Jr. 

(1760-1824), was listed in a roster of 

the Montgomery County Militia in 

Virginia during the American 

Revolution – her patriot ancestor!  

 James Jr. had a son, John 

Cornutt (1783-1863), who was a 

slaveholder, attorney, and 

abolitionist in Elk Creek, Virginia.  He 

was married to Mourning Bedwell, 

but they had no children.  John had 

four children with a slave named 

Rebecca.  John was attacked by 

vigilantes who whipped him for 

being an abolitionist.  After suing his 

attackers, he took his slaves to Ohio 

and freed them.   

 John Cornutt’s son, Tate 

Cornute (1842-1916), enlisted in 

August 1864 as a private in 

Company H, 5th US Colored Infantry, 

in the Union Army in Ironton, Ohio, 

during the Civil War, serving until 

August 1865.  Tate Cornute was 

Cindi’s ancestor.  He became a well-

respected landowner in Ohio.  Cindi 

noted that when Tate died in 1916, 

his obituary was on the front page of 

T he June special meeting will 

be held at The Old Spaghetti 

Factory in Concord on Saturday, 

June 21, 2025, at Noon.  There will 

be a concurrent Zoom Meeting this 

month.   

 The meeting will feature 

Professor Mark M. Hull, PhD, JD, of 

the US Army Command and General 

Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas.  He served as a military 

intelligence officer in the US Army in 

Iraq from 2006-2007.  He is a Fellow 

of the Royal Historical Society in the 

UK.  He is the author of Irish Secrets: 

German Espionage in Wartime 

Ireland and Masquerade: Treason, 

Holocaust Denial, and an Irish 

Imposter (2017).  He will speak on 

Law and Naval Warfare. 

 Please join us for an 

informative presentation! 

T he Alameda County Chapter 

was founded on October 6, 

1925, at the Wild Duck Inn on Lake 

Merritt in Oakland.  We were the 

7th chapter founded by the 

California Society after Los Angeles 

(1908), San Diego (1910), San Jose 

(1922), Stockton (1922), Sacramento 

(1922), and Auburn/Gold Country 

(1924).  Our first president was 

Charles Samuel Greene, the librarian 

of the Oakland Public Library. 

 The Chapter was re-

organized as the Oakland Chapter in 

1958 under President Robert 

Lancefield Thomas, MD.  The 

chapter outgrew Oakland, and was 

renamed the Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter in 1992 under President 

Thomas Armour. 

the local newspaper in Ironton, Ohio 

– unusual for a black man at that 

time in history.   

 Tate Cornute was not her 

only notable ancestor.  More 

recently, her grandmother, Louise 

Walker Perkins, was involved in the 

civil rights movement in the 1960’s 

in Chicago.  Also, her aunt, Lovana 

Jones (1938-2006), was an Illinois 

state representative from 1987-

2006, who mentored young Barack 

Obama when he became an Illinois 

state senator.  She was also an 

advocate for abused and neglected 

children. 

 Once Cindi discovered her 

patriot ancestor, in 2013 she 

contacted the local DAR chapter, 

and applied for membership.  She 

proved her descent from James 

Cornett, Jr., proved his service in the 

American Revolution, and became a 

member of the DAR.  Cindi has three 

daughters and 17 grandchildren, and 

they all have a rich family history 

thanks to Cindi’s hard work in 

uncovering her birth parents, and 

their ancestry.  President Shurtz 

thanked Cindi Newbold for her 

interesting presentation on 

researching her ancestry. 

 President Shurtz announced 

we will be holding a special meeting 

on June 21 at the Old Spaghetti 

Factory since we will not be meeting 

in September or October, due to our 

100th Anniversary Dinner in 

October.  All members are 

encouraged to invite family, friends, 

and potential members to attend 

this meeting. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

Tate Cornute (1842-1916) 

June Special Meeting 

Chapter History 



manager in the office administration 

department, working in Indianapolis 

(Indiana), Sacramento (California), 

and finally Walnut Creek (California).  

Jim moved to Clayton, California, by 

1993. 

 Jim joined the Sons of the 

American Revolution on October 31, 

1994, on the service of his patriot 

ancestor Simeon Chester, Sr. (1733-

1811) of Groton, Connecticut.  

Simeon Chester was a patriot, and 

his lands in Canada were confiscated 

by the British.  Jim was a CASSAR Life 

Member.  He served as treasurer of 

the Thomas Jefferson Chapter from 

1998 to 2005.  He was presented 

with the War Service Medal in 2000 

for his service in the US Army in the 

Korean War.  He was awarded the 

SAR Bronze Good Citizenship Medal 

in 2002 and 2012 for his service to 

the community, and the SAR Bronze 

Meritorious Service Medal in 2004 

and 2006 for his service to the 

chapter. 

 James was an avid 

fisherman who loved the outdoors 

and the beach. He had a passion for 

genealogy and spent years 

researching his ancestors, several of 

whom he discovered came over on 

the Mayflower. 

 Jim’s ashes were interred 

alongside his beloved wife Mary in 

Dickeyville, Wisconsin. 

JAMES WESLEY REMINGTON (1930-2023) 

In Memoriam 

W e regret to announce that 

our former chapter 

treasurer, Jim Remington, passed 

away on September 7, 2023 in Katy, 

Texas.    

 James Wesley Remington 

was born on March 7, 1930, in San 

Diego, California, and was the son of 

Ralph Remington and Anna Marie 

Winkelman.  Jim graduated from 

Herbert Hoover High School in San 

Diego in 1948, where he majored in 

mathematics.  Jim’s hobbies in high 

school were fishing and hunting.  In 

1950, Jim was living with his parents 

in San Diego, California, and he was 

a sightseeing bus driver for the San 

Diego Zoo.   

 Jim graduated from San 

Diego State College in 1953, with an 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Business 

Administration and a minor in 

Economics.   

 In September 1954, Jim was 

sleeping in his car on Highway 395 

about ten miles north of Escondido, 

when he was approached by two 

teenagers.  Manuel Cortez and 

Daniel Sinohui 

robbed him of 

some clothes that 

he had, and they 

were later 

arrested by police. 

 Following 

college, Jim joined 

the US Army, serving in an air 

defense unit protecting March Air 

Force Base.  After his military 

service, in 1955, he was employed 

by Travelers Insurance Company, 

beginning a 35-year career.   

 Jim married Mary Louise 

Burbach in 1956 in San Diego, 

California, and they had four 

children (Pamela, Craig, Karen and 

Janice Remington), ten 

grandchildren, and two great 

grandchildren.   

 Jim was employed as an 

assistant field underwriter for 

Travelers Insurance Company in San 

Diego.  Around 1960, Jim moved 

from San Diego to the San Francisco 

Bay Area.  He was a field 

underwriter in Corte Madera, 

California.  He was promoted to 



Jim Remington (L) and Ralph Dean (R) with Navy Officers Blea and Ewell at Elks Lodge in Alameda in 1999. 

President Oliver Everette presents Jim Remington with Bronze Good Citizenship Medal in 2002. 



President Shurtz presents Certificate of Appreciation to Tim Ernst for serving in Color Guard at a DAR event. 

President Shurtz inducts new member Jim Griesemer into the Sons of the American Revolution. 



Phil Stage presents the SAR Silver ROTC Medal to Cadet Private Zachary Jansons USA on May 9. 

Phil Stage presents the SAR Silver ROTC Medal to Cadet Samuel Peters USAF on May 9. 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

JUNE 2025 

Deadline: 18 June 2025 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$30 per person 

MENU 

SPECIAL MEETING 

Saturday, June 21, 2025 

 

Programme:  

Professor Mark M. Hull, PhD, JD.  Professor Hull instructs at the US Army Command and General 
Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and served as a military intelligence officer in the US 
Army in Iraq from 2006-2007.  He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society in the UK.  He will speak 
on Law and Naval Warfare.  Come join us for a great meeting! 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“I consider it no sacrifice to die for my 
country. In my mind we came here to 
thank God that men like these have lived 
rather than to regret that they have died.” 

—General George S. Patton, 1943. 
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