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MINUTEMAN 

  

T H E   S O N S   O F   T H E   A M E R I C A N   R E V O L U T I O N   

    

VOLUME  XXXV   :   NUMBER  9   O C T O B E R  2 0 2 6   

  

Welcome back to all our members.  We had a great turnout for our September meeting.  

It was great reconnecting with all of you again.  I look forward to seeing more of you and 

your guests at our upcoming meetings.  Derek Brown, our Registrar, has been very busy 

with the surge of new member applications, obviously because of renewed interest 

associated with our nation’s 250th birthday.  We continue to induct new members, the 

most recent of whom were Mark Bowman and Asher Borkow at our September meeting.  

In addition, Staci Kendrick has been accepted into the SAR Ladies Auxiliary.  We will also 

be inducting Calvin Anderson at our October meeting.  Congratulations to all of you!  

 I want to thank Bob Sada, Tim Sammons and Bill Green for their interesting 

presentations on the history of the Diablo Valley, and the impact of the Veterans Memorial 

Buildings on our local veterans and communities.  I also look forward to hearing from our 

October speaker, Rear Admiral Eric C. Jones, Superintendent of the Cal Poly Maritime 

Academy.  Looking to the future, the California Society will be holding its 151st Board of 

Managers Meeting in Burlingame on November 5-7 with fun activities scheduled for 

Alcatraz and San Francisco Bay.  Let us know if you are interested in attending.   

 Following that, various local Veterans associations will be hosting a Veterans Day 

event on November 11, 2026, at the Veterans Memorial Building in Danville.  A brochure 

is attached below in this newsletter with the details.  They are asking for members of our 

Color Guard and those in Colonial dress to join them.  I would encourage you to participate 

if you are free.  I have attended in the past, and it is a very rewarding experience.  Please 

continue to track your points for your America 250 medals and submit them to Derek for 

recognition when you hit the milestones for Gold, Silver and Bronze.  And again, I thank 

you all for your contributions to our Thomas Jefferson Chapter.    

— Tom Silva, President  

 

   

   

     

  

     

  

   

   

     

  

President’s Notes 
  

Tim Sammons, Bill Green, and Bob Sada, Our Guest Speakers 
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Secretary’s Notes 

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter held a 

regular meeting on Saturday, September 19, 2026, at 

the Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord, California.  We 

had 28 members and guests in attendance.  President 

Silva called the meeting to order and introduced past 

NSSAR Vice Presidents General Derek Brown, Stephen 

Renouf, and Bob Ebert (SF Chapter); chapter officers 

Rawn Rhoades and Jeff Brown; past presidents Greg 

Owens and Tim Ernst; DAR members Pat Everette and 

Staci Kendrick; Ladies Auxiliary member Joy Javellana; 

Concord City Councilman Jeff Nibert; and new 

members Calvin Anderson, Asher Borkow, and Mark 

Bowman. 

  Derek Brown gave the Registrar’s Report.  We 

had 25 new members approved so far this year (and 

we have been averaging about 18 new members per 

year over the last 5 years).  We have 5 applications 

awaiting approval at National, and two supplemental 

applications by Glenn Martin and Mark Wimmer-

Bauman (currently taking about 7 months for 

approval).  We have DAR Finder awards going to 

members of the Anne Loucks, Jose Maria Amador, 

Acalanes and Mt. Diablo chapters, DAR, for submitting 

applicants to the SAR. 

  Eagle Scout Chairman Jeff Brown noted that 

we have presented 265 SAR Eagle Certificates so far, 

with another 42 going out this week.  We may be able 

to get 400 Eagle Certificates out in 2026! 

  Awards Chairman Derek Brown noted that the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter was awarded the Franklin J. 

Appl Award for the most new George Washington 

Endowment Fellows in 2025-26, which included a 

$500 prize.  Chairman Brown presented the Bronze 

SAR America 250 Medal to Jim Griesemer. 

  Jim Griesemer presented the America 250 

Minute on the August 1776 Battle of Long Island 

(Battle of Brooklyn) – the first major engagement of 

the American Revolution following the Declaration of 

Independence, and the largest battle of the war.  

General Howe came to New York with 400 ships (the 

largest British invasion force until the 20th Century) as 

a show of force.  He landed 15,000 troops on Long 

Island unopposed, which outnumbered the American 

forces by 2-to-1.  The Americans held the 

heights, putting the British at a 

disadvantage.  The British light dragoons 

found the Jamaica Pass unguarded, and maneuvered 

forces behind the Americans, causing them to break 

and run along the marshes.  The Americans had never 

fought on this scale before, and were slaughtered.  It 

looked like the war was over.  As the British awaited 

the expected surrender of George Washington’s Army, 

General Washington evacuated his forces to 

Manhattan Island.  He ordered campfires to mislead 

the enemy into believing they were still guarding the 

Brooklyn Heights.  By the time the British figured out 

that the American lines were no longer defended, the 

last boat carrying Washington escaped to Manhattan.  

The Americans retreated up Manhattan Island, and 

New York would remain in British hands throughout 

the war, until Evacuation Day.  Washington lost two 

forts, and every battle.  Then came the Christmas Day 

crossing of the Delaware River, and the surprise attack 

on the Hessians in Trenton, New Jersey, which 

changed the course of the war.  All members present 

received 3 points towards their America 250 Medal. 

  Jim Griesemer displayed his uniform and his 

drum.  He said once the battle began, verbal orders 

could no longer be heard clearly, so drummers would 

signal battlefield orders.  He said the musicians’ 

uniforms were reverse colors to the regular soldiers, 

so they could be easily identified by the commanders.   

 Wayne Morris noted that the First Maryland Regiment 

(The Maryland 400) led repeated charges against the 

British to cover Washington’s retreat from the 

Brooklyn Heights across the East River to Manhattan, 

and helped save the Revolution. 

  Following lunch, President Silva noted the 

people who came in Revolutionary War uniforms and 

attire – Steve Bowman, Staci Kendrick, and Jim 

Griesemer.  He also noted other members of the 

chapter color guard – Derek Brown, Tim Ernst, Jeff 

Nibert, Glenn Martin, Rawn Rhoades and Stephen 

Renouf. 

  Registrar Brown and Past President Shurtz 

then inducted new members Asher Borkow and Mark 

Bowman.  Asher B. Borkow of Alameda descends 

from patriot ancestor 2nd Lt. George Espy (1749-
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1814), who served in Capt. Robert 

Crawford’s Company, Northumberland 

County, Pennsylvania Militia.  George Espy 

was born in Hanover, Pennsylvania, married Mary 

Stewart around 1776 in Nanticoke, Pennsylvania, and 

he died in Newport, Pennsylvania.  Mark C. Bowman 

of Lodi descends from patriot ancestor Private 

Nathaniel Jeffery (1733-1823), who served in Capt. 

John Underwood’s Company, Chester County, 

Pennsylvania Militia.  Nathaniel Jeffery was born in 

Chester County, Pennsylvania, married Mary Chalfant 

around 1767, and he died in Chester County, 

Pennsylvania. 

  President Silva introduced our guest speakers, 

Bob Sada, Tim Sammons and Bill Green.  Bob Sada 

graduated from dental school at the University of 

Southern California, and enlisted in the US Air Force.  

He served as a dentist from 1971 to 1977.  After 

retiring from the Air Force, he set up a family dental 

practice, and retired after 31 years.  He serves as the 

chairman of the Veterans Memorial Building Library 

and Collections Committee.  Bob Sada showed images 

from the Museum of the San Ramon Valley.  The area 

was settled by farmers, ranchers and entrepreneurs 

after the Gold Rush.  In 1891, the Southern Pacific 

Railroad led to more development – churches, bars, 

and an Emporium, two buildings down from the 

current Veterans Memorial Building on Hartz Avenue 

in downtown Danville.   

In 1914, war broke out in Europe, and America 

determined to stay out of the war.  However, in April 

1917, President Wilson asked for a declaration of war, 

which was passed by the United States Congress.  The 

San Ramon Valley provided at least 22 men for the war 

effort – Edward C. Andersen, Henry M. Anderson, 

Simeon Anderson, David Boucher, Peter Byers, Angus 

Cameron, Raymond C. Clarke, George Freites, Merton 

E. Groom, Lorenz Humburg, Lester Lawrence, J. Lyman 

La Baree, Valdo P. Otto, Braddick T. Peterson, William 

Peterson, Hugh Riley, George Samuels, Chadbourne 

Stow, Russel Stow, Irving Weik, Perry Wing, and Lloyd 

Wood.  Some never returned.   

Some of the men who returned from the 

horrors of war had mental and physical issues from 

their service.  The American Legion was founded in 

1919 to help serve returning veterans, 

service members and communities.  In 

1922, Contra Costa County approved 

building 13 Veterans Memorial Buildings to honor 

World War I veterans in cities that had an active 

American Legion Post.  There are only eight that are 

still standing today – Antioch, Brentwood, Crockett, 

Danville, El Cerrito, Lafayette, Martinez, and 

Richmond.  The Veterans Memorial Building in 

Danville was built in 1925 for $18,000. 

In 1941, the United States entered World War 

II.  At least 149 people from San Ramon Valley High 

School served in World War II.  At least 5 did not return 

– Alton Kraft, Burson Joseph, Steve Nourse, Bill 

Sanchez, and George Teicheira.  In the Viet Nam War, 

at least two servicemen did not return – James 

Cardinale, and Robert Louis Dyke.  In 2010, the 

Veterans Memorial Building in Danville was 

reconstructed, at a cost of $8.5 million. 

Tim Sammons was then introduced.  He 

graduated with a BS in Electrical Engineering from 

Penn State University, and enlisted in the US Navy in 

1971.  He served on patrol torpedo boats, and a mine 

sweeper.  He was mobilized during the Gulf War, and 

served during Operation Desert Storm, and retired as 

a captain.  He serves as Museum Curator for the 

Veterans Memorial Building of the San Ramon Valley.   

Tim Sammon discussed activities at the 

Veterans Memorial Building in Danville.  He said many 

groups, including the American Legion, the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars, the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo 

Valley, Marine Corps League, Military Officers 

Association of America, Military Order of the World 

Wars, and the Blue Star Mothers, raise money for 

programs at the Veterans Memorial Building.  Young 

people attending the service academies are sworn in 

at the building – about 20 per year.  Packages and 

letters are sent to deployed troops, and there is a 4th 

of July Veterans Parade and Barbecue. 

When the building was built in 1925, there 

were no display cases, so the renovation in 2010 

added them to the building.  There are displays for all 

the major wars, including weapons, equipment, maps, 

flags, and uniforms.  There is a battlefield cross 

outside the building, consisting of a rifle in the ground 
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surmounted with a helmet, and boots on 

either side.  On Veterans Day, the 

auditorium has a display.  One person 

brought in 100 uniformed mannequins that he had at 

his house.  The Viet Nam Veterans of the San Ramon 

Valley has a Huey helicopter from Viet Nam that they 

bring to display. 

Bill Green was then introduced.  He tried to 

enlist in the Army in May 1967, but was denied due to 

his asthma.  In August 1967, he was drafted into the 

Army, and told his asthma did not matter, as long as 

he had a trigger finger.  He was sent to northern South 

Viet Nam, and rose to squad leader in six months.  He 

was wounded twice, and received two Purple Hearts 

and two Bronze Stars.  He was discharged in August 

1969, and began a career as an electrician until he 

retired in 2002.  He serves as the co-director of the 

Speakers Bureau of the Viet Nam Veterans of Diablo 

Valley, which has reached over 110,000 students in 

the past 25 years.  He served on the board of the Viet 

Nam Veterans of Diablo Valley for three years, and is a 

mentor for returning troops at the Concord Vet 

Center. 

  Bill Green discussed what the Veterans 

Memorial Building means for veterans.  He said he had 

changed during the war.  He was no longer close with 

the friends he had when he left for war.  He was very 

close with his buddies in the service, and they were 

his brothers.  The bond between veterans is very 

strong.  When he retired in 2002, outside of his family, 

fellow veterans were the most important thing to him.  

He attends the various activities in the Veterans 

Memorial Building, and they are very meaningful to 

him.  Every Saturday morning, volunteers serve coffee 

and doughnuts to any veterans who show up.  The 

program started off with 6, and is now up to 30 

veterans every Saturday.  The Veterans Memorial 

Building became a large part of his veteran 

experience.   

  On Veterans Day 2026, they invited the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter to attend the Veterans Day 

Open-House/Museum, and provide a color guard for 

the ceremony at 11AM.    President Silva presented 

the SAR Certificate of Appreciation to Bob Sada, Tim 

Sammons, and Bill Green for their informative talk. 

 President Silva announced the 

upcoming chapter meetings on October 

17, and November 21, at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord.  The California Society 

SAR will be holding the 151st Annual Board of 

Managers Meeting at the Westin San Francisco 

Airport in Millbrae.  Events include an Alcatraz Civil 

War Tour, and a Friday night SF Bay Dinner Cruise.  

President Silva adjourned the meeting. 

October Meeting  
The October Regular Meeting will be held at the Old 

Spaghetti Factory in Concord on Saturday, October 17, 

2026, at Noon.  There will be a Zoom Meeting in 

conjunction with this meeting at 1PM. 

 The Meeting will feature Rear Admiral Eric 

Jones, USCG (Ret.), who will speak on “Blazing a Path 

Back to the Seas.”  Admiral Jones, the Superintendent 

of California Polytechnic State University Maritime 

Academy, is a 36-year veteran of the US Coast Guard.  

He has commanded three Coast Guard cutters, 

including the tall ship Eagle.  He will discuss restoring 

America’s maritime dominance, the state of maritime 

academies, and the need to raise awareness of both 

among youth.  Please join us for an informative 

presentation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Griesemer receives Bronze America 250 Medal 
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Derek Brown presents Franklin J. Appl Award for GWEF to chapter on behalf of the National Society, SAR 
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New Members Asher Borkow and Mark Bowman are inducted into the Thomas Jeffeson Chapter



 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

Saturday, October 17, 2026 

the old spaghetti factory 

 

 

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting Social     Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

Programme:  
  

Rear Admiral Eric Jones, USCG (Ret.), “Blazing a Path Back to the Seas.”  Admiral Jones, the Superintendent of 

California Polytechnic State University Maritime Academy, is a 36-year veteran of the US Coast Guard.  He has 

commanded three Coast Guard cutters, including the tall ship Eagle.  He will discuss restoring America’s maritime 

dominance, the state of maritime academies, and the need to raise awareness of both among youth.  Come join 

us for a great meeting!  

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 

and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA  94580  
Name:   ________________________ Entrée choice:       Spaghetti      Fettuccini        Chicken       Lasagna       Ravioli 

Guest :  ________________________ Entrée choice:       Spaghetti      Fettuccini        Chicken       Lasagna       Ravioli     

Guest :  ________________________ Entrée choice:       Spaghetti      Fettuccini        Chicken       Lasagna       Ravioli        

OCTOBER 2026 

  

                           Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at  usina@aol.com   Deadline: 14 October 2026   

 

  Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Lasagna 

$30 per person 

  

  

  

MENU 
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Quote of the Month 

“It's tragic and perverse that it's because of these very principles, particularly 
our religious, political, and economic freedoms, that we find ourselves under 
attack by terrorists.  Our freedom threatens them, because they know if our 
ideas of freedom gain a foothold among their people, it will destroy their 
power.  So, they strike out against us to keep those ideas from reaching their 
people.” 

—New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani, October 1, 2001. 

 
  

  

  

Visit us on the web: 

  
TJSAR.ORG 

  

You can download the full version of the Minuteman at: https://www.tjsar.org/index.php/minuteman 

    


