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Happv New Year to all my SAR _'_
Compatriots, their families @

and our guests. It is my honor to

welcome you to the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter and to serve as your president in
2026. This will be a momentous year for
the chapter, our 101st, with the 250th
anniversary and the national celebrations
associated with the signing of the
Declaration of Independence and the
founding of our nation.

First, | would like to extend my
appreciation to Danny Shurtz for his
leadership in serving as chapter president
for the last two years, to the Executive
Committee who have worked tirelessly to
make this chapter what it is, and, finally
to our members and the Ladies Auxiliary
who continue to support the Chapter, the
SAR and the ideals of our Founding
Fathers.

2026 Chapter Officers: Renouf, Brown, Silva, Owens, and Shurtz

We had a very successful meeting
in January with the induction of eight
new Chapter and SAR members, our 2026
Executive Board, a number of awards
presented to our members in
appreciation of their service to the
Chapter, and an awards presentation to
our Eagle Scout and Essay contest
chapter winners.

Our February Meeting will take
place at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
Concord on February 21, 2026. Our guest
speaker will be Beverly Lane, who will
provide a 30-minute program which
focuses on America’s 250th anniversary
and events in California in 1776. The title
of her presentation is “America’s 250th
Anniversary — West and East,” and she
will speak of the Anza Expedition, and its
impact on Alta California. Beverly is a
historian with a special focus on local
history. She is currently the curator of
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dptydeke@yahoo.com
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Gregory D. Owens, Director
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com
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dshurtzSAR@gmail.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson
Chapter, California Society Sons of the
American  Revolution. The opinions
expressed herein are the opinions of the
authors, and not necessarily those of the
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated.

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM

Danville’s Museum of San Ramon
Valley. She is a former Mayor of
Danville, Director of the East Bay
Regional Park District and a board

member of the Anza Trail
Foundation and the Contra Costa
County Historical Society. I

encourage you all to attend as this
promises to be a very interesting
presentation.

In addition, | will be
donating a copy of The American
Revolution: An Intimate History,
based on the Film Series by Ken
Burns, Sarah Botstein and David
Schmidt.

drawing for those in attendance,

We will conduct a free

and one of you will be the lucky
recipient of this wonderful book.

In closing, | want to thank
you all for your contributions to the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter in the
past and | look forward to serving
you as your President in 2026 as we
celebrate our country’s 250th
anniversary.

— Tom Silva, President

Secretary’s Notes

The Thomas Jefferson
Chapter held its AnnualA
Meeting on Saturday, January 17,
2026, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in
We had 32
members and guests in the meeting,

Concord, California.

and two members on Zoom.
President Dan Shurtz called
the meeting to order, and
introduced our VIPs and guests:
(past VPG, past

chapter and state president, and

Derek Brown

chapter registrar), Stephen Renouf
(past VPG, past chapter and state

president, and chapter secretary/
treasurer), past chapter presidents
Greg Owens, Tim Ernst and Glenn
Martin,

Silva of Walnut Creek, new members

City Councilwoman Cindy

Zakariya Baker, Michael Langner,
Marshall Stromgren, Roger
Stromgren, Taylor Stromgren,

Connor Johnson, and Irene Hurner
(representing her grandson’s Atlas
and Axel Hurner), Essay Contest
Winner Alex Hsu (and his parents
George and Lisa Hsu), Eagle Scout
Contest Winner Andrew Gonzalez,
DAR members Janet Brown and Staci
Kendrick, and

Members Erin

Ladies  Auxiliary
Wong and Joy
Javellana.

Derek Brown presented the
In 2025, we had

26 new members — the most new

Registrar’s Report.

members in a year since we had 29
in 2014. So far this year, we have 3
new members, with 9 awaiting
approval at NSSAR, and 4 being
reviewed by the state registrar. We
applications
signature by the applicant. He
reported that 97 SAR

Certificates were presented in 2025,

have 5 awaiting

Eagle
and 5 so far this year. He reported
our chapter color guard consists of
Derek Brown, Tim Ernst, Glenn
Martin, Jeff Nibert, Rawn Rhoades,
and Michael Black. Steve Bowman is
a potential member of the color
guard.

Following lunch, Past
President Glenn Martin delivered
the SAR America 250 Minute.
1776 was rife  with

occurrences of the

January

important
American Revolution, including the
burning and complete destruction of
Norfolk, Virginia, and the publishing
of Common Sense by Thomas Paine,
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a copy of which should be on every
Compatriot’s bookshelf.  Perhaps
less well-known are the Tory Acts,
the first of which was passed by the
Second Continental
January 2, 1776.

were urged to consider their Tory

Congress on
In them, Patriots

neighbors not as visceral enemies of
the cause of Colonial Liberty but as
simply misled by British propaganda
regarding the true motivation and
purpose of hostilities toward the
King. Rather than paraphrase, | will
text of the
January Resolution to preserve their
elegant prose:

“Whereas it has
represented to this Congress, that

present the actual

been

diverse honest and well-meaning,
but uninformed people in these
by the art and
address of ministerial agents, been

colonies, have,
deceived and drawn into erroneous
opinions respecting the American
cause, and the probable issue of the
present contest:

That it be
different
committees, and other friends to

“Resolved,
recommended to the
American liberty, in the said
colonies, to treat all such persons
with kindness and attention; to
consider them as the inhabitants of
a country determined to be free,
their
proceeding rather from want of

and to view errors  as
information than want of virtue or
public spirit; to explain to them the
origin, nature and extent of the
present controversy; to acquaint
them with the fate of the numerous
petitions presented to his Majesty,
as well by assemblies and
Congresses, for reconciliation and
redress of grievances: and that the

last from this Congress, humbly

requesting the single favour of being
heard, like all the others, has proved
unsuccessful; to unfold to them the
various arts of administration to
ensnare and enslave us, and the
manner in which we have been
cruelly driven to defend, by arms,
those very liberties and
estates,

forefathers had so long enjoyed

rights,
which  we and our
unmolested in the reigns of his
present Majesty’s predecessors.”

Of course, there is a second
part of the Resolution that promises
to act against individuals who reject
the Patriot argument for Liberty and
side with the
oppressors. The

still choose to
Congress s,
however, careful to request “that no
page in the annals of America be
stained by a recital of any action
which justice or Christianity may
condemn,” hoping to draw more
Tory flies to the cause with the
honey of independence rather than
the vinegar of vigilantism. Further
Resolutions were penned in March
the former

and June, directing

Patriots to respectfully disarm Tories
and transfer those arms to the
Continental forces, and the latter
reinforcing the initial prohibition on
harming Tories ... unless they were
hindering the Cause of Liberty, in
which case all bets were off. All
those present earned 3 points for
their SAR America 250 Medals. Be
sure to record your points, and
submit the application to Medals
Chairman Derek Brown when you
have enough points for Bronze,
Silver, and Gold Medals. You do not
need to be a compatriot to earn the
medal!

We were pleased to have
two SAR youth chapter winners at
the meeting. Andrew Gonzalez was
the winner of the Chapter Eagle
Scout Contest, and Alex Hsu was the
winner of the Chapter Essay Contest.
We wish them luck with the state
competition! We are proud to have

them represent the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter in the state
competition.

President Dan Shurtz

presented awards to compatriots
who served the chapter. President

Shurtz presented the SAR America

A
&

President Tom Silva, Past President Dan Shurtz, and Erin Wong
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250 Bronze Medal to Compatriot

Steven Bowman. Compatriots
Jeffrey Nibert and Rawn Rhoades
were absent, so they will be
presented with the SAR Henry Knox
Bronze Medal at a future meeting.
Shurtz
Henry Knox Silver Medal (on behalf
of CASSAR) to Past President Greg

Owens, and

President presented the

additionally, he
presented the Chapter Medal of
Distinguished Service, the highest
chapter medal, to Greg Owens for
his many vyears of distinguished
service to the chapter.

CASSAR  Vice  President
North Dan Shurtz inducted Thomas
E. Silva as president of the Thomas
Jefferson Chapter for 2026, and
presented him with the chapter
gavel, which had been given to our
chapter by the now defunct Sierra
Chapter, DAR. The Hon. Cindy Silva
placed the SAR Neck Ribbon on her
husband. President Silva then
inducted the 2026 officers of the
Thomas

Jefferson Chapter:

Secretary/Treasurer Stephen

Renouf, Registrar Derek Brown,

Director Greg Owens, and
Immediate Past President Dan
Shurtz. The absent officers, VP/Sgt
at Arms Rawn Rhoades and Chaplain
Robert Vernagallo, will be sworn in
at a future meeting.

Newly inducted President
Tom Silva presented the Past
President Pin to Past President Dan
Shurtz, and then presented him with
the SAR Meritorious Service Bronze
Medal for his service to the chapter.

President Tom Silva called
up all the new members of the
chapter, and inducted them into the
Sons of the American Revolution

with the assistance of Registrar

Zakariya Baker of Berkeley
descends from Patriot Ancestor
Jacob Spitler (1749-1829), a private
in Capt. Michael Reader’s Company,
Dunmore County, Virginia Militia.
Spitler married Nancy Henry in 1773,
and he died in 1829 in Fairfield

County, Ohio.
Michael J. Langler of
Danville descends from Patriot

Ancestor Joseph Hyde (1736-1802)
of Connecticut, a tythingman, grand
juror, tax collector, and lister. Hyde
married Abigail Abell in 1765, and he

died on 1802 in Franklin, New
London County, Connecticut.
Holden A. Hilal (and

accepting for his brother Hudson H.
Hilal), both of Alamo, descend from
Patriot Ancestor John Raymor (1764-
1822), a soldier from Massachusetts
in the Continental Line, and he
received a bounty for his 3 years of
service. Raymor married Sarah Hale
in 1789, and he died in 1822 in
Ontario County, New York.

Irene Hurner accepted for
her grandsons Axel K. Hurner and
Atlas L. Hurner, both of Boulder
City, Nevada, who descend from
Patriot Ancestor Asa Kellogg (1745-
1820), who served as a sergeant in
Col. John Brown’s Regiment of New
York Volunteers. Kellogg married
Lucy Powell in 1766, and he died in

1820 in Galway, Saratoga County,

New York.
Roger W. Stromgren of
Brentwood, his sons Taylor S.

Stromgren of Brentwood, and
Marshall C. Stromgren of Fairfield,

and his grandson Connor R. Johnson

of Brentwood, descend from Patriot
Ancestor James Dysart (1744-1818),
who served as a colonel in the
Virginia Militia. Dysart was born in
Ireland, married Agnes Beottie in
1775, and he died in 1818 in
Rockcastle County, Kentucky.

The next meeting will be
held on February 21, 2026, at the
Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord.
President Silva then adjourned the
meeting.

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary

The February Regular Meeting
will be held at The Old
Spaghetti Factory in Concord on
Saturday, February 21, 2026, at
Noon. There will be NOT be a Zoom
Meeting this month.

The meeting will feature
Hon. Beverly Lane, a past mayor of
Danville. She is a historian, with a
special focus on local history and the
She is the

author of several local history books,

pre-Gold Rush period.

and is currently the curator of
Danville’s Museum of the San
Ramon Valley, and is a member of
the Anza Trail Foundation Board and
the Contra Costa County Historical
Society Board. Beverly Lane will
present a program on America’s
250th Anniversary, and events in
California in 1776. From 1775-1776,
Don Juan Bautista de Anza (1736-
1788)

soldiers and families to establish the

led an expedition of 240

first overland route between Mexico
and the San Francisco Bay—the
1,200-mile Anza National Historic
Trail.  On March 28, 1776, Anza
founded the San Francisco Presidio.
Please join us for an
informative presentation!
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Presidents Shurtz and Silva present Chapter Distinguished Service Medal (Highest Chapter Award) to Greg Owens
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President Shurtz & VP Silva present SAR Essay Contest Chapter Winner Certificate to Alex Hsu
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President Dan Shurtz and VP Tom Silva present SAR America 250 Bronze Medal to Stephan Bowman
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CASSAR VPN Dan Shurtz installs Tom Silva as President with Hon. Cindy Silva
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Hon. Cindy Silva invests Tom Silva with the SAR President’s Neck Ribbon
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FEBRUARY 2026

REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, February 21, 2026

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

)
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11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 5
Social

| Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Hon. Beverly Lane, former Mayor of Danville. Beverly Lane is a historian and author, who will
present a program on America’s 250th Anniversary, and events in California in 1776. From 1775-
1776, Don Juan Bautista de Anza (1736-1788) established the first overland route between Mexico

and the San Francisco Bay—the 1,200-mile Anza National Historic Trail. Come join us for a great
meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Sottuccine N fredo, Gicken Sammigiana, or Lasagrna
$30 per person

Deadline: 18 February 2026 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti Fettuccini Chicken Lasagna




THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

THOMAS JEFFERSON
CHAPTER

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Thomas E. Silva
President

S. Rawn Rhoades
Vice President

Stephen R. Renouf
Secretary/Treasurer

Ruots of the Month

* Thete ic nothing co likely to produce
peace a¢ to be well prepared to meet the
ehemy.”

— QBenergl Ceorge Wachingfon, 1750.

Visit us on the web:

TISAR.ORG

You can download the full version of the Minutemanat https.//www.tjsar.org/index.ptip/minuteman
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