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My fellow Compatriots, Welcome
back!
the celebrations for America 250, can you

With all the excitement and

believe that the summer has been here
and is now gone! | cannot wait for the
September 19th meeting to see you all
again. | am looking forward to catching
up with all of you and hear about your
experiences over the summer break.
Especially for those of you who
represented the SAR and attended the
various local and national events and
celebrations.

The picnic in June at Mare Island
was a huge success and a great way to
start off the summer break. We will look
into scheduling similar events in the
coming year. | want to thank all of you
who participated, as members or as Color
Guard, in a wide variety of summer

celebrations and Patriotic events. Please

George Washington & the Society of the Cincinnati Headquarters

continue to tract your points and submit
them for your America 250 awards.

Our speakers for the September
meeting will include Director Bob Sada
representing the Danville
Hall. We will
interesting history of the buildings and

Veterans
Memorial learn the
their construction after World War |, to
serve veterans up and down the Diablo
Valley. In addition, let us welcome our
new members who were approved at the
National Society while we were away on
our summer break.

And finally, the California Society
with be holding the Fall 2026 Board of
Managers meeting in Burlingame in early
November, sponsored by the San
Francisco Chapter SAR. | encourage you
to attend if you can. They will be looking
for a few volunteers to help with the
check-in tables at the hotel,

encourage you to volunteer your time. |

and |




Thomas Jefferson Chapter
Officers for 2026

Thomas E. Silva, President/Historian
1801 Glenhaven Avenue
Walnut Creek, CA 94595-2320
(925) 708-9217
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Rawn Rhoades, VP & Sergeant-at-Arms
236 Sydney Drive
Alamo, CA 94507-2673
(925) 708-0173
rawnrhoades63@gmail.com

Stephen R. Renouf, Secretary/Treasurer
16123 Paseo del Campo
San Lorenzo, CA 94580-2311
(510) 397-1762
Secretary@TJSAR.org

Derek J. Brown, Registrar
PO Box 326
Clayton, CA 94517-0326
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Robert J. Vernagallo, Chaplain
(510) 918-5945
rvernagall@aol.com

Jeffrey H. Brown, Eagle Scout Chairman
(925) 360-3647
JeffNKatBrown@gmail.com

Essay Chairman
Vacant

Derek J. Brown, Awards Chairman
(925) 672-2055
dptydeke@yahoo.com

Col. Gary M. Bohannon, Webmaster
(916) 806-0040
gary@garybohannon.com

Gregory D. Owens, Director
(510) 523-5835
owensgd77@gmail.com

Danny L. Shurtz, Imm. Past President
(925) 586-1750
dshurtzSAR@gmail.com

The Thomas Jefferson Chapter Minuteman is
the official newsletter of the Thomas Jefferson

welcome you all back as we begin to
finish out what has already been an
exceptional year!

— Tom Silva, President

On July 2, 2026, the Jose Maria /
Amador Chapter CSSDAR and

the Thomas
CASSAR held an
Barbecue at a local public park in

Jefferson Chapter

America 250
Pleasanton, California. This
barbecue was intended to celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the United
States, as well as to reach out to
other like-minded organizations and
prospective members. The event
huge
attended, including members from

was a success: over 75
all seven DAR chapters in District 1V,
two local SAR chapters (the Thomas
Jefferson and  San

chapters), and a

Francisco
number of
prospective members and their
families.

All attendees  enjoyed
socializing with prospective DAR and
SAR members, and brochures were
handed out to anyone interested. In
addition,
public using the park stopped by to
ask about the DAR and SAR, and

members were extremely helpful in

other members of the

answering their questions. Where

possible, SAR and DAR chapter
members will be following up with
those who expressed interest in the
organization.

During the barbecue,
America 250 bronze awards were
also presented to DAR ladies from
the Jose Maria Amador Chapter
DAR.

— Derek Brown, Registrar

Derek J. Brown

Tom Silva, the President of the
Thomas Jefferson Chapter, informed

the chairman of the CASSAR
Nominating Committee that
Compatriot Derek  Brown is

endorsed by the chapter in his
campaign for CASSAR Genealogist in
April 2027. He is also running for
NSSAR Genealogist General in July
2027.
our chapter compatriot for these

We are excited to endorse
offices. He has performed
exceptional service to the chapter as
registrar. Best wishes to Derek!

September Meeting

The September Regular Meeting will
be held at the Old Spaghetti Factory
in Concord on Saturday, September
19, 2026, at Noon. There will NOT
be a Zoom Meeting this month.

The Meeting will feature
Bob Sada (chairman of the Veterans
Memorial Building Library and
Collections Committee), Bill Green
(co-director of the of the Speakers
Bureau of the Viet Nam Veterans of
Diablo Valley), and Tim Sammons
(Museum Curator of the Veterans

Memorial Building of San Ramon

Chapter, California Society Sons of the .
American  Revolution. The opinions Valley), who will speak on the
expressed herein are the opinions of the . .
authors, and not necessarily those of the Veterans Halls in Danville and
Chapter or the SAR, unless specifically stated. ..

CIVIS AMERICANUS SUM Pleasanton. Please join us for an

informative presentation!
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SEPTEMBER 2026

REGULAR MEETING
Saturday, September 19, 2026

the old spaghetti factory

1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA

)

e ALY
s‘:}\, :

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting T
Social

| Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting

Veterans Memorial Buildings. Bob Sada, the chairman of the Veterans Memorial Building Library
and Collections Committee; Bill Green, the co-director of the of the Speakers Bureau of the
Vietnam Veterans of Diablo Valley; and Tim Sammons, the Museum Curator of the Veterans

Memorial Building of San Ramon Valley, will all speak on the Veterans Halls in Danville and
Pleasanton. Come join us for a great meeting!

Spaghetts with Mashroom Saace;
Sottuccine N fredo, Gicken Sammigiana, or Lasagrna
$30 per person

Deadline: 16 September 2026 Questions? Contact Stephen Renouf at usina@aol.com
Please make check payable to THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip,
and mail to: Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo, CA 94580

Name: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti  Fettuccini Chicken  Lasagna  Ravioli

Guest: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti  Fettuccini Chicken  Lasagna  Ravioli

Guest2: Entrée choice:  Spaghetti  Fettuccini Chicken  Lasagna  Ravioli




Ruots of the Month

" We, therefore, the Reprecentatives of the united Statec of Ametica, in
General Congress, Ascembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude of our infentione, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonieg, colemnly publich and

momg;;ggggﬂséw declare, That thece United Coloniee are, and of Right ought to be Free
and Independent Stateg; that they are Abgolved from all Allegiance to

the Britich Crown, and that all political connection between them and
the State of Great Britain, ic and ought to be totally diceolved.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON — Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776.
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